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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

 

MARRIAGE 

OCTOBER 1, 2006   Intimacy      1Corinthians 7:1-7 

 As we continue our series on marriage our next focus is intimacy.  Usually after 

the wedding, most people get content at the achieving their goal of getting 

married.  All they had focused on was the wedding and had not given a thought 

about the marriage.  Most people spent too much time, efforts, energy and 

resources planning the wedding and forget that the chief goal of becoming one 

in marriage requires efforts, resources, energy and time.  The key problem is 

that soon after the wedding, we get involved in activities and programs to gain 

control over the other partner and miss out on the chief goal of intimacy that is 

the key ingredient to making us become one flesh.  The wooing or courtship 

that enhanced companionship, fellowship and friendship prior to the wedding 

even ceases.   Recall we have already established that marriage is the first 

institution created by God for a man and a woman to unite in heart, mind, soul 

and spirit in a covenant relationship for the purpose of companionship, 

fellowship, friendship, intimacy and procreation.  And so in marriage we cannot 

stop everything at or after the wedding.  Thus our focus for today is to examine 

and reevaluate intimacy. 

 Intimacy is the vital ingredient that brings about the unity of hearts, minds, 

souls and spirits in marriage and aids couples to become one flesh.  Therefore 

stop using intimacy as a tool of manipulations to achieve selfish goals; 

otherwise your marriage may not stand the test of time.  Intimacy is the 

closeness developed in the covenant relationship by the married couple.  

Intimacy begins with the true knowledge of God and how one develops his/her 

closeness with Him.  In most cases a lack of closeness (intimacy) with God 

usually translates into a lack of intimacy with your spouse.  Let me ask, how 

close are you to God?   

 There are three levels of closeness or intimacy with God as depicted in the 

ministry of Jesus Christ: the crowd, the disciples and the inner circle with three 

of His disciples.  The yielding or surrendering of yourself to the Holy Spirit 

determines your level of intimacy to God.  Until you have yielded or 

surrendered yourself up to the spirit level, such that your spirit unites with 

God’s Spirit, you cannot be fully intimate with Him.  Similarly, unless there is a 

union of your hearts (emotions), minds (facts), souls (personhoods) and spirits 

intimacy will be incomplete, as each person in the covenant relationship of 
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marriage will only be operating on a selfish level to manipulate their spouse to 

gain control for selfish reasons. 

  Union at the spirit level involves separation from fleshly ties.  This is why the 

Scriptures instruct us in Genesis 2:24-25 that “For this reason a man will leave 

his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  

The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame”.  The process 

of entering and enjoying intimacy to the fullest involves leaving parents and 

cleaving to your spouse.  Now if you have not been truly united in emotions 

(hearts), facts (minds), personhoods (souls) and spirits you cannot genuinely 

leave and cleave.  The lack of leaving and cleaving make many marriages suffer 

because of the in-laws syndrome and therefore the couple never reaches their 

highest level of intimacy.  It is when a couple truly unites up to the spirit level 

that it actually becomes one flesh. This is why Genesis 2:25 is emphatic in 

stating that man and his wife were both naked and not ashamed in the presence 

of each other. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians was also explicit about the 

subject of leaving and cleaving to become one flesh.  And to become one flesh 

it also requires surrendering and submitting yourself to and freely loving your 

spouse. Ephesians 5:21-33 Paul instructed, “Submit to one another out of 

reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the 

husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of 

which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 

should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just 

as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to 

himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but 

holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as 

their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever 

hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the 

church— for we are members of his body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his 

father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  

This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the 

wife must respect her husband”. 

 Intimacy in its fullest is a mystery involving the union of Christ and the Church 

– that is to say that Jesus must be invited into the covenant relationship for 

intimacy to be complete.  This is because intimacy involves the element of 

complete surrendering, first to Christ and secondly as spouses to each other.  If 

you do not totally surrender to Christ and to each other your intimacy will be 

incomplete and one party will always be left unfulfilled.  There has to be a 

sacrificial love to the point of dying for the other spouse to cleanse him/her to 

keep him/her holy and blameless.  Purity in the covenant relationship is a 

prerequisite for enjoying intimacy to the fullest.  Obedience to the word of God 
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and to each other out of agape love is also a prerequisite for intimacy in the 

covenant relationship of marriage.  True fulfilled intimacy begins with worship.  

Worship God first and then worship or adore each other.  Do you recall the 

conversation Jesus had with the woman at the well in John 4?  Intimacy refers 

to true worship that is done in spirit and in truth.  And do you recall Jesus 

asking the woman to go and call her husband?  Why was that important?  It is 

important because marriage symbolizes the intimate spiritual relationship that 

exists between Chris and the Church. If you are not dedicated to the covenant 

relationship, you will likely hop from one husband to another and end up 

shacking with one who is not your husband or wife.  Listen to what Jesus told 

the woman in their conversation at the well in John 4:16-18, “He told her, "Go, 

call your husband and come back."   "I have no husband," she replied.  Jesus 

said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you 

have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What 

you have just said is quite true”.  The point here is that true intimacy that 

involves Christ in the relationship ensures faithfulness to your spouse otherwise 

you might end up being intimate with one who is not your husband or wife. 

 This why Paul in the text for the day advocates that married couples be intimate 

on a regular basis except when they agree to be apart briefly for the purpose of 

involving in a more superior intimacy (worship) with the Lord through prayers.  

But as soon as the more supreme, superior and spiritual intimacy has been 

fulfilled, the couple is to come together as quickly as possible to avoid 

temptations of getting intimate with persons that are not their spouses.  

Therefore let me submit to you that you must make every effort to fulfill your 

highest level of intimacy with your spouse to avoid temptation and ending up 

being intimate with one whom you do not have a covenant relationship with in 

marriage.  Do not refuse your spouse sexual intimacy for no reasons except you 

have both agreed for the sake of spiritual intimacy (worship) with the Lord in 

prayer.  Do not use sexual intimacy to attempt to punish each other, neither 

should you use sexual intimacy to manipulate or control your spouse to get 

what you want selfishly.  Otherwise you will expose yourself to temptation and 

end up shacking with one who is not your husband or wife.  

 Thus the text for the day reads, “Now for the matters you wrote about: It is 

good for a man not to marry.  But since there is so much immorality, each man 

should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. The husband 

should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. 

The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the 

same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 

Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you 

may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will 

not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. I say this as a concession, 
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not as a command. I wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own 

gift from God; one has this gift, another has that” (1Corinthins 7:1-7). 

 This implies that a married couple can engage in sexual intimacy without 

sinning and shame.  In fact it is an obligation for the husband to fulfill his 

marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.  The best thing is 

for everyone to stay single so that your total devotion will be spiritual intimacy 

with the Lord.  But because of there is much immorality, each man should have 

his own wife and each woman should have her own husband.  It did not say 

each man should have his own man and each woman her own woman. 

Likewise, it did not suggest that each man should have his own wives and each 

woman her own husbands.  Polygamy, polyandry, homosexuality and 

lesbianism in a sense are not true marriages.  Likewise jumping from faith in 

God to faith in other gods is not a true spiritual union.  The Church must realize 

that her husband is Jesus who loves her so much that he died for her to cleanse 

her from all unrighteousness.  Satan tempt us for lack of self-control but when 

you are united with Christ in the church, God pours his love into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit, who is not the spirit of fear, but of love, power and 

self-control.  The gift of the Holy Spirit as the resident technician helps us to be 

faithful to God and faithful to each other as spouses and enhances our intimacy. 

A more fulfilled intimacy in marriage is attained when Jesus is invited and kept 

in that covenant relationship. 

 Let me pause and ask you, have you at any point in your life ever invited Jesus 

into your life and be baptized into a covenant relationship for you to join the 

local body of Christ (the Church)?  If not you need to invite Him in right now.  

Also if you have never invited and/or kept Jesus in your marriage, perhaps you 

are not enjoying a fulfilled intimacy in your life.  Why don’t you also invite 

Jesus into your life and into your marriage?     

 Therefore if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first 

time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and savior but you have messed up, you too we invite you to come so 

that you can start anew again with Him and enjoy the intimate relationship in 

Him. For our God is a God of many chances.  Perhaps you are new in the area 

or have been searching for a Church home we invite you and also urge you to 

consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. Traveler to continue your 

intimate relationship in worship and fellowship with Jesus Christ and other 

believers so as to please God.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church 

with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship 

and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a 

song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray 

and ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, the one who reconciles us to God, 

to be your personal Lord and savior so that you can be righteous before God, 

then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

mailto:pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org
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MARRIAGE 

OCTOBER  8, 2006    Procreation      Psalms 127:1-5 

 When God created man, He also created a woman for him from him and 

thereby creating the first institution ever.  This first institution is marriage.  God 

then commanded the couple, after He has blessed the covenant union, to be 

fruitful and increase in number, fill the earth and subdue it.  In Genesis 1:27-28, 

we read, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to 

them, ‘be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over 

the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that 

moves on the ground’”.  In other words, God blessed the couple to procreate 

and have children of their own.  And I truly want you to note that it is only in 

the institution of marriage, and between a man and a woman can procreation 

occur in the perfect will of God.  When sexual intimacy occurs outside the 

context of marriage, procreation may occur through the permissive will of God.  

And children that are born out of such relationship are the children of the flesh 

and not the children of promise. 

 Have you ever heard or seen a man and a man getting married and one of them 

becoming pregnant and give birth? Never! Or have you ever heard or seen a 

woman that became pregnant by marrying another woman without using 

sperms from a donor man?  Never!  This is because for conception to occur 

there has to be a union of the egg from the woman with the sperm from the 

man.  Sexual intimacy in marriage makes it possible for the sperm from the man 

to fertilize the egg from the woman.  Now, sexual intimacy outside the confines 

of marriage, known as fornication or adultery (both collectively known as 

sexual immorality), could also result in procreation.  Therefore, young people 

keep your underpants on all the time.  Don’t you ever take off your underpants 

for anyone for sexual intimacy unless for the person you have committed to in a 

covenant relationship of holy matrimony!  Likewise, adults don’t assume you 

are mature and so you can do what feel and seems right for you.  You too, must 

never get involve in sexual intimacy with anyone other than your spouse who 

you have committed to in a covenant relationship of holy matrimony and have 

been united to in heart, mind, soul and spirit.  The reason that you sometimes 

refer to the person you are sexually intimate with as your soul mate is that you 

are suppose to be united to that person at the soul level at well.  Sexual intimacy 

is the means to procreation and thus our focus for today’s discussion is 

procreation. 
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 Procreation is the ability for a man and a woman to create their own type or 

reproduce or bear children.  Now those of you who have been united in 

marriage must understand that God has blessed that relationship to be fruitful 

and for you to increase in number.  Do not allow Satan to rob you of this 

blessing of this covenant relationship called marriage.  And you may be 

thinking, you don’t know have tried but have not been able to reproduce.  Yes, I 

know because the scriptures refer to the condition of being unable to reproduce 

as barrenness.  Be informed that several women were reported barren in the 

scriptures yet through their prayers and the prayers of their husbands; they 

overcame this condition and bore children. Also, never give up and accept this 

condition by rationalizing that your biological clock has run out.  This is a lie 

and a powerful weapon the devil uses to get sisters to indulge in senseless 

sexual relationships and unblessed unions because they are deceived to belief 

that their biological clock is running out.  Let me submit to you weapon Satan 

has used this weapon to attack and deceive many Christian women. 

 Adam and Eve did not have any problems in procreation because God blessed 

their union.  However, as Satan continues to wage war against this first 

institution created by God called marriage, he always uses the weapon of 

barrenness against many who are women of God.  In every case, prayers have 

always been the solution.  For instance God miraculously removed the 

barrenness of Sarai, Rebecca, Manoah’s wife, Hannah, and Elizabeth as a result 

of their prayers or those of their husbands.  As a result each of these women 

bore sons that changed the cause of history, and you can read details about these 

barren women and how their spiritual union with God in worship or that of their 

husbands in prayer as recorded in Genesis 17, Genesis 25, Judges 13, 1 Samuel 

1 and 2, and Luke 1.  

 Now barrenness was and is a reproach and a disgrace for any woman as 

recorded in Genesis 30:22-23; 1 Samuel 1:6-7, 2:1-11; Isaiah 4:1; and Luke 

1:25.  And people sometimes often prey on the barren and childless woman, and 

show no mercy to the widow as recorded in Job 24:21.  Barrenness has also 

been sent a judgment against those who are covetous to the extent of taking 

someone’s wife or husband.  God could send the judgment of barrenness on 

your household, family or lineage.  However, let me assure you and encourage 

you that God has promised against barrenness in Exodus 23:25-26 and it reads, 

“Worship the LORD your God, and his blessing will be on your food and water. 

I will take away sickness from among you, and none will miscarry or be barren 

in your land. I will give you a full life span”.  It is in worshipping God and in 

prayers that we find the solution to barrenness. 

 Therefore, I submit to you that if you will worship God and pray to Him, invite 

Him to your wedding and keep Him in your marriage as the Lord of it, He will 

bless you with the fruit of the womb.  Age is not even a barrier.  You recall 

Sarah was 90 years when she bore Isaac, the son of promise?  You see, prayers 
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unlock the barren womb to bear children because children are a reward from 

God and the product of faithfulness in worship.  Your personal efforts are 

useless the Lord blesses you. 

 Thus our text for the day begins, “Unless the LORD builds the house, its 

builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen 

stand guard in vain.  In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to 

eat— for he grants sleep to [a] those he loves (Psalms 127:1-2).  When you 

worship the Lord in spirit and in truth, being faithful in obeying His word, then 

you will become fruitful.  Fruitfulness comes as a result of abiding in the Lord.  

Jesus said to His disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 

bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  You are already clean 

because of the word I have spoken to you.  Remain in me, and I will remain in 

you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can 

you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches. If a 

man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 

do nothing.  If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 

away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be given you.  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15:1-8).  The fruit of discipleship 

is the result of faithfulness in serving the Lord.  Similarly, the fruit of the womb 

is a result of faithfulness in worshipping God while the prayer of faith unlocks 

the womb of its barrenness to become productive. 

 Our text for the day then continued, “Sons are a heritage from the LORD, 

children a reward from Him” (Psalms 127:3).  Therefore it is the Lord that 

blesses the womb for procreation.  Then the text actually concludes that, “Like 

arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth.  Blessed is the 

man whose quiver is full of them.  They will not be put to shame when they 

contend with their enemies in the gate” (Psalms 127:4-5).  This implies that 

when Christ is in your marriage, and God blesses you with the fruit of the 

womb, and you train those children in the way of the Lord, you can never be 

ashamed in the town Halls.  Everywhere you go you will be recognized as the 

proud parent of your children who have not brought disgrace to you.  Or how 

do you think Hannah and her husband felt when Samuel was serving as the 

prophet of the Lord?  Or what about Elizabeth and her husband when John the 

Baptist was preparing the way for the Lord?  Indeed, children are blessed is 

anyone whose quiver is full of children because they are a blessing from the 

Lord.  They are compared to arrows in the hand of a warrior.  Now parents 

know that you are the warrior and the children are the arrows.  You have to 

shoot your arrows or train your children right or else you will be ashamed.  You 

are blessed to have children but you are even more blessed to train them right.  
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Similarly, blessed is anyone who is producing spiritual fruit.  This is why Jesus 

gave us the commandment in Matthew 28:19-20, “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”.  

It is very important for me at this juncture to ask, are you faithful in obeying the 

commandments of the Lord to bed fruitful both physically and spiritually?  

However, let me caution that procreation is blessed within the confines of a 

covenant relationship of marriage; otherwise it is the permissive will of God not 

His perfect will.  And let me encourage that God has promised against 

barrenness and prayer is the key that breaks both physical and spiritual 

barrenness. 

 Therefore why not pray a faithful prayer to acknowledge the Lord so that He 

can bless you to become fruitful?  It all begins with you accepting Jesus Christ 

as your personal Lord and savior.  And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your 

Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have 

already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you are not fruitful 

because you are not abiding in Him, you too we invite you to come so that you 

can start anew again with Him for our God is a God of many chances.  Perhaps 

you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite 

you and also urge you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. 

Traveler to continue to be fruitful in your serving Him.  For at Mt Traveler, we 

are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and 

Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as 

the praise team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the 

Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior so 

that you can abide in Him and He in you and be fruitful, then write and tell us at 

pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

 

October 15, 2006: The Substitute Minister for Pastor Datiri did not provide any notes. 
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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

 

MARRIAGE 

OCTOBER  22, 2006   Divorce    1 Corinthians 7:10-17, 27a 

 As we have already stated earlier in this series on marriage, statistics indicate 

that more than 50% of couples getting married in the United States would 

divorce before one of the spouse dies.  This is very alarming because this 

statistics do not exclude Christians even though God did not intend this to 

happen from the beginning when He created this first institution called 

marriage.  Therefore divorce is not like death but it is actually the death of this 

covenant relationship called marriage that involves the union of the hearts, 

minds, souls and spirits of the man and the woman involved.  The pain, grief, 

mourning, and emotional and mental anguish and stress associated with divorce 

equal that of the death of a life (of a spouse).  This is why when divorce occurs 

it feels like someone has ripped your heart apart.  In certain cases the divorce 

can be actually bitter and ugly and devastating to both the spouses and the 

children, if any are produced in that marriage.  Yes, children too are not 

immune to the pains and hurts of divorce. 

 What causes divorce and what does the word of God say about it?  The word of 

God is not silent about divorce.  In every case when divorce is discussed in the 

Scriptures it is in relation to adultery.  Let us consider some passages that 

addressed the issue of divorce.  Deuteronomy 22 and 24 address issues of 

marriage violations and divorce as follows: “If a man takes a wife and, after 

lying with her, dislikes her and slanders her and gives her a bad name, saying, ‘I 

married this woman, but when I approached her, I did not find proof of her 

virginity,’ then the girl's father and mother shall bring proof that she was a 

virgin to the town elders at the gate.  The girl's father will say to the elders, ‘I 

gave my daughter in marriage to this man, but he dislikes her.  Now he has 

slandered her and said, 'I did not find your daughter to be a virgin.' But here is 

the proof of my daughter's virginity.’ Then her parents shall display the cloth 

before the elders of the town, and the elders shall take the man and punish him.  

They shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give them to the girl's 

father, because this man has given an Israelite virgin a bad name. She shall 

continue to be his wife; he must not divorce her as long as he lives.  If, 

however, the charge is true and no proof of the girl's virginity can be found, she 

shall be brought to the door of her father's house and there the men of her town 

shall stone her to death. She has done a disgraceful thing in Israel by being 

promiscuous while still in her father's house. You must purge the evil from 
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among you.  If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife, both the man 

who slept with her and the woman must die. You must purge the evil from 

Israel.   If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and 

he sleeps with her, you shall take both of them to the gate of that town and 

stone them to death—the girl because she was in a town and did not scream for 

help, and the man because he violated another man's wife. You must purge the 

evil from among you.  But if out in the country a man happens to meet a girl 

pledged to be married and rapes her, only the man who has done this shall die.  

Do nothing to the girl; she has committed no sin deserving death. This case is 

like that of someone who attacks and murders his neighbor, for the man found 

the girl out in the country, and though the betrothed girl screamed, there was no 

one to rescue her.  If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be 

married and rapes her and they are discovered, he shall pay the girl's father fifty 

shekels of silver.  He must marry the girl, for he has violated her. He can never 

divorce her as long as he lives.  A man is not to marry his father's wife; he must 

not dishonor his father's bed” (Deuteronomy 22:13-30).  “If a man marries a 

woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent 

about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her 

from his house, and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of 

another man, and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of 

divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, then her first 

husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been 

defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not bring sin 

upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance” 

(Deuteronomy 24:1-4). 

 Matthew the Gospel writer had this to report on divorce: “Some Pharisees came 

to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 

any and every reason?’  ‘Haven't you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning 

the Creator made them male and female, and said, 'For this reason a man will 

leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become 

one flesh?  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined 

together, let man not separate.’  ‘Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses command 

that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?’  Jesus 

replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were 

hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.  I tell you that anyone who 

divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman 

commits adultery.’  The disciples said to him, ‘If this is the situation between a 

husband and wife, it is better not to marry.’  Jesus replied, ‘Not everyone can 

accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given.  For some are 

eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; 

and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The 

one who can accept this should accept it” (Matthew 19:3-12).  Similarly, Mark 
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reported, “Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, ‘Is it lawful for a 

man to divorce his wife?’ ‘What did Moses command you?’ he replied.  They 

said, ‘Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her 

away.’  ‘It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,’ 

Jesus replied.  ‘But at the beginning of creation God made them male and 

female.  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.’  When they were 

in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. He answered, ‘anyone 

who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against 

her.  And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits 

adultery’” (Mark 10:2-10). 

 The Prophet Malachi had this to say on divorce, “Have we not all one Father? 

Did not one God create us? Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers by 

breaking faith with one another?  Judah has broken faith. A detestable thing has 

been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the sanctuary 

the LORD loves, by marrying the daughter of a foreign god.  As for the man 

who does this, whoever he may be, may the LORD cut him off from the tents of 

Jacob — even though he brings offerings to the LORD Almighty.  Another 

thing you do: You flood the LORD's altar with tears. You weep and wail 

because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with 

pleasure from your hands.  You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting 

as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have 

broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage 

covenant.  Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. 

And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring.  So guard yourself in 

your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.  ‘I hate divorce,’ 

says the LORD God of Israel, ‘and I hate a man's covering himself with 

violence as well as with his garment,’ says the LORD Almighty.  So guard 

yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith” (Malachi 2:10-16). 

 Therefore let me suggest to you that divorce is a heart issue that pertains to the 

covenant relationship of marriage.  Divorce has to do with desecrating the 

institution of marriage through adultery.  As such divorce is the cause of misery 

and the reason why God no longer pays attention to His people and so takes no 

pleasure in their offerings and rejects them.  In fact God hates divorce!  If God 

hates divorce, why does he allow it?  God allows divorce only on the grounds 

of un-chastity or adultery because of the hardness of men’s hearts.  Now you 

must understand that divorce is a heart thing.  When the heart has been 

hardened up, there is nothing you can do to the mind (by discussing facts) as 

well as the soul and the spirit (through various communications) to stop the 

process of divorce.  A hardened heart is one without feelings.  Your feelings 

determine how you care about your spouse.  This is why God hates divorce!  
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You divorce God when you no longer have feelings towards Him and fail to 

love, worship and adore Him more than anything else. 

 The reason why most church folks fail to respond to God’s love through free 

worship of Him is that their hearts have been hardened and in reality they have 

actually divorce God by breaking faith with Him.  Divorce always stems out of 

lack of intimacy with your spouse and consequently being tempted and getting 

involved intimately with another person other than your spouse.  Such a 

relationship where you get involved intimately with anyone other than your 

spouse is known as adultery.  Adultery is the root cause of the high rate of 

divorce in this country and worldwide. 

 Now please recall that we stated earlier in this series on marriage that whenever 

you are married, your body no longer belongs to you alone but to your spouse 

too.  Therefore you cannot afford defrauding each other except by agreement 

for a period that you may devote yourselves to prayer and worship.  Then come 

back together to fulfill your marital duties as quickly as possible to avoid 

temptation into adultery, the main root cause for divorce. 

 Thus our text for today began, “To the married I give this command (not I, but 

the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband.  But if she does, she 

must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband 

must not divorce his wife” (1Corinthians 7:10-11).  Here Paul provided a 

commandment regarding divorce.  Why did he say that the wife should not 

separate from her husband?  This is because a separation from the husband by 

his wife frustrates him and could lead him to commit adultery.  A husband 

divorcing his wife would frustrate her to an extent that it may lead her to 

commit adultery.  The solution to adultery then is that if a wife decides to 

separate from her husband, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to 

her husband.  And the husband must not divorce his wife.  This is to avoid 

adultery. 

 Then Paul shifted from a direct command from the Lord on this issue of divorce 

to his personal opinion as a servant of God. And so our text continued and 

concluded, “To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife 

who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce 

her.  And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to 

live with her, she must not divorce him.  For the unbelieving husband has been 

sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified 

through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but 

as it is, they are holy.  But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing 

man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in 

peace.  How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how 

do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?   Nevertheless, each 

one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which 

God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches.  Are you 
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married? Do not seek a divorce” (1 Corinthians 7:12-17, 27a).  The take home 

message is divorce is a No-No.  If you are married, you cannot divorce.  If you 

are single, do not hurry into marriage or else you will hurry out of it.  Therefore, 

for the single I plead with you and ask you to remain prayerfully patient for 

God’s leading towards finding your spouse.  To the married I want to remind 

you that marriage is a covenant relationship.  You cannot quick.  It is a life-long 

commitment till death does you part from your spouse.  Divorce is out of the 

question and out of the equation.  Whatever the difference(s) that exist between 

you as spouses, work it out.  Do not break your faith in each other because God 

hates divorce since it leads to adultery and sin against Him.  The way to avoid 

the pains and misery of divorce is to have a covenant relationship with the Lord.  

A covenant relationship with the Lord ensures eternal life.  Do you desire to 

have this covenant relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and have eternal life?  

You can begin such today by accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior. 

 And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, 

we invite you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ as your 

Lord and savior but you have messed up and divorced the Lord, however you 

desire to return to Him, you too we invite you to come so that you can start 

anew again.  For our God is a God of many chances.  Perhaps you are new in 

the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you and also urge 

you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. Traveler to 

continue to be faithful and fruitful in serving Him.  For at Mt Traveler, we are 

“a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and 

Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as 

the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the 

Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior so 

that you can abide in Him and He in you and be faithful and fruitful in Him, 

then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

 

MARRIAGE 

OCTOBER  29, 2006     Remarrying      1 Corinthians 7:8-11, 15, 27-28, 39 

 The subject of remarriage is quite popular in the American culture as well as 

anywhere in the world.  Surveying any community would reveal that several 

people are in their second or third marriage, and some perhaps in their fifth or 

mailto:pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org
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sixth relationship or more.  In fact some people have resorted to shacking or just 

having affairs with anyone who comes by.  The key question we are asking 

today is: Is remarriage Biblically allowed?  The answer is both yes and no.  The 

Scriptures allow remarriage for those whose spouses are deceased and prohibit 

it for any other reason, divorce inclusively.  As such remarrying for those 

divorced is illegitimate and prohibited as long as both spouses are still alive. 

 Since this is a crucial subject, this morning we will provide you with Scriptural 

references for a greater understanding why I personally believe that ALL 

remarriage after divorce is prohibited while both spouses are alive.  Also, we 

will understand that remarrying is allowed for all those whose spouses are 

deceased.  Then on the following two Sundays we shall conclude our sermon 

series on marriage with focuses on Widowhood and Celibacy in that order. 

 Now let me begin by refreshing your minds by submitting to you that the Bible 

stresses that God ordained and made sacred the covenant relationship that 

involves the union of hearts, minds, souls, and spirits of spouses in the 

institution called marriage.  God’s original design for this first institution, called 

marriage, that He established is that His purposeful intent for it is for one man 

and one woman be united in hearts, minds, souls and spirit in this covenant 

relationship of marriage for life until death does the parting.  Genesis 2:24 

states, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 

wife and they shall be one flesh”.  And Jesus in Matthew 19:6 added, “So then, 

they are no longer two but one flesh.  Therefore what God has join together, let 

no man separate”.  In other words, only God can separate through death a man 

and a woman who have entered the ordained covenant relationship of marriage.  

Divorce will not and cannot end the relationship because God still considers 

you spouses as long as you and your spouse are still living.  This is why Jesus 

considers it an adulterous relationship if anyone marries a divorcee.  In fact the 

one who divorces causes the other spouse to commit adultery and anyone who 

marries a divorcee whose spouse is still leaving commits adultery.  As we 

learned last Sunday, the root causes of divorce are the hardness of hearts and 

the breaking of faith with one’s spouse, which all lead to adultery and 

consequently divorce.  However, none of these or any combination or single 

cause can nullify a marriage ordained by God. Therefore, do not hurry into a 

marriage relationship, instead pray and wait for God’s perfect will in this matter 

for you. 

 And so whenever it comes to matters of marriage it is imperative that we must 

not base our judgment or decisions on assumptions (anything accepted as a 

truth without proof) and presumptions (anything accepted based on probable 

reasoning).  If you would recall from our sermon series on Acts of 

Righteousness we suggested and stressed to you that whenever culture, 

traditions, emotions and reasoning are in conflict with the Truth of God we 

must opt or elect to be obedient to the Word of God, which is Truth. 
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 Therefore let us survey the Scriptures on this subject of remarriage and why I 

believe that ALL remarriage is prohibited while both spouses still are living. 

1. Luke 16:18 – “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman 

commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits 

adultery”.  This verse is saying that all remarrying involving divorcee is 

adultery. 

2. Mark 10:11-12 – “When they were in the house again, the disciples asked 

Jesus about this.  He answered anyone who divorces his wife and marries 

another woman commits adultery against her. And if she divorces her 

husband and marries another man, she commits adultery”.  This passage 

shares the opinion of our Lord Jesus that all remarriages after divorce is 

adultery. 

3. Mark 10:2-9 and Matthew 19:3-6 – Both indicate and teach that Jesus 

rejected the Pharisees’ justification of divorce taken from Deuteronomy 

24:1-4 that read, “If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to 

him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a 

certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, and if 

after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, and her 

second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to 

her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, then her first husband, who 

divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled. 

That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not bring sin upon the 

land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance”.  Matthew 

reported: “Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful 

for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?’  ‘Haven't you read,’ 

he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator made them male and female, 

and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh?  So they are no longer 

two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.’  

‘Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a 

certificate of divorce and send her away?’  Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted 

you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this 

way from the beginning.  I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 

except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits 

adultery’” (Matthew 19:3-10).  Similarly, Mark reported, “Some Pharisees 

came and tested him by asking, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?’ 

‘What did Moses command you?’ he replied.  They said, ‘Moses permitted a 

man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.’  ‘It was because 

your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,’ Jesus replied.  ‘But at 

the beginning of creation God made them male and female.  For this reason 

a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 



 16 

will become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what 

God has joined together, let man not separate.’  When they were in the house 

again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. He answered, ‘anyone who 

divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her.  

And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits 

adultery’” (Mark 10:2-10).  We dealt with these passages last Sunday; 

however, Jesus was reasserting God’s purpose for marriage since creation 

that it is for life and no human being should ever separate what God has 

joined together.  In fact Deuteronomy 24:1-4 does not provide grounds for 

divorce and remarrying but teach that the “one-flesh” relationship establish 

by marriage is not obliterated by divorce or remarriage.  It also teaches that 

if any of the divorced spouses remarries and the second spouse dies, the first 

spouse cannot remarry the spouse who remarried spouse died. 

4. John 4:16-18 – “He told her, ‘o, call your husband and come back.’  ‘I have 

no husband,’ she replied.  Jesus said to her: ‘You are right when you say you 

have no husband.  The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you 

now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true”.  This 

passage indicates that the woman at the well was living an adulterous life 

since she had had five husbands, and the man she was now living with was 

not her husband.  Jesus did not approve of her way of live indicating that 

marriage is a unique covenant relationship between a man and a woman not 

committed to or involve with another person while both spouses are still 

living.  A third party involved in this relationship while both spouses are still 

living amounts to adultery. 

5. Matthew 5:32 – “But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 

marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who 

marries the divorced woman commits adultery”.  Here Jesus is teaching that 

culturally the tendency for a wife or husband divorced is to be easily drawn 

into a second marriage.  However such a marriage Jesus called adultery. 

6. The whole book of Hosea is a depiction of the faithfulness, mercy and 

forgiveness of the Lord towards believers who keep divorcing the Lord for 

other Gods.  Yet the Lord waits patiently for our return into our covenant 

relationship with Him.  He does not desert us or divorce us because He 

desires faithfulness and hates divorce.  As such the Lord kept instructing 

Hosea to keep his adulterous wife to teach us that marriage is a life long 

relationship until death does the parting regardless of what the other spouse 

is doing, including marital unfaithfulness. 

 Thus our text for today in 1 Corinthians 7 is supporting the notion that all 

remarriages are prohibited while both spouses are living.  Specifically: 
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a. 1 Corinthians 7:8-11 – “Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: 

It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am.  But if they cannot 

control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to 

burn with passion. To the married I give this command (not I, but the 

Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband.  But if she does, 

she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And 

a husband must not divorce his wife” (1Corinthians 7:10-11).  Here 

we are taught that it is better to marry than remain single and burn 

with passion even though it is good to stay unmarried if you can 

control your passions.  The passage also teach us that divorce is 

wrong but if it is inevitable for whatever reasons the person who 

elects to divorce must remain single as long as the divorced partner is 

still alive.  Similarly, Luke 16:18, Mark 10:11-12 and Matthew 5:32 

all do not entertain any possible exception to the prohibition of 

remarriage on grounds of divorce while the divorced or separated 

partner is still alive.  This is to avoid adultery. 

b. 1 Corinthians 7:15 – “But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A 

believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has 

called us to live in peace”.  This verse does not mean that any 

Christian deserted by an unbelieving spouse has a license or the 

freedom to remarry.  No, it simply means that the Christian is not 

bound to keep on fighting to preserve the “togetherness” of the 

marriage relationship.  In this case separation is permitted if the 

unbelieving partner so choose, however the believing partner is to 

remain single as long as the other separated partner is still alive. 

c. 1Corinthians 7:27- 28 – “Are you married? Do not seek a divorce. Are 

you unmarried? Do not look for a wife. 28But if you do marry, you 

have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those 

who marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you 

this”.  These verses do not teach that divorced persons have rights to 

remarry.  Rather what they teach is that betrothed (or engaged) virgins 

should seriously consider the life of singleness however they do not 

sin if they marry. 

d. Who then can remarry?  1 Corinthians 7:39 and Romans 7:1-3 provide 

the answer.  1 Corinthians 7:39 read, “A woman is bound to her 

husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to 

marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord” and 

Romans 7:1-3 read, “Do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking 

to men who know the law—that the law has authority over a man only 

as long as he lives? 2For example, by law a married woman is bound 

to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is 

released from the law of marriage. 3So then, if she marries another 
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man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if 

her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an 

adulteress, even though she marries another man”.  These passages 

teach that remarriage is legitimate only after the death of a spouse.  

And any Christian remarrying must marry one that belongs to the 

Lord. 

 Finally let us draw some conclusions and applications.  The Bible the question 

about remarriage after divorce is not determined by Culture, tradition, emotion 

or reasoning such as: 

a. The guilt or innocence of either spouse 

b. Nor by whether either spouse is a believer or not 

c. Nor by whether the divorce happened before or after either spouse’s 

conversion into Christianity 

d. Nor by the ease or difficulty of living as a single parent for the rest of life on 

earth 

e. Nor by whether there is adultery or desertion involved 

f. Nor by the on-going reality of the hardness of the human heart 

g. Nor by the cultural permissiveness of the surrounding society. 

Rather it is determined by the fact that: 

a. Marriage is a “one-flesh” relationship of divine establishment and 

extraordinary significance in God’s perspective (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 

19:5, Mark 10:8, Ephesians 5:31) 

b. Only God, not man, can end the one-flesh relationship (Matthew 19:6, Mark 

10:9) 

c. God ends the one-flesh relationship only through the death of one of the 

spouses (Romans 7:1-3, 1 Corinthians 7:39) 

d. The grace and the power of God are promised and sufficient to enable a 

trusting divorced Christian to be single all this earthly life if necessary 

(Matthew 19:10-12,26; 1 Corinthians 10:13) 

e. Temporal frustrations and disadvantages are much to be preferred over the 

disobedience of remarriage as such will yield deep and lasting joy both in 

this life and the life to come (Matthew 5:28-30) 

 Finally to those who have already remarried: 

a. You should acknowledge that the choice to remarry and the act of a second 

marriage was contrary to the perfect will of God and as such it was sin.  

Confess such and seek forgiveness if you have not done so already. 
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b. Do not attempt to return to your first partner after entering a second union.  

The fact that the scriptures prohibit a wife returning to her first husband even 

after the second dies suggests very strongly that no second marriage should 

be broken in order to restore the first one. 

c. You should not separate from your spouses and live as single people 

thinking this would result in less sin because all your sexual relations are 

acts of adultery.  In your second marriage promises were made and a union 

formed.  Although it should have not been formed to begin with, it was.  

Therefore the union should not be taken lightly.  Promises must be kept, and 

if you do so, the union is sanctified to God.  Consequently no one should 

look at the second marriage as an adulterous relationship. 

 Jesus Christ is the one that sanctifies our relationships.  But first we must accept 

Him as our Lord and personal savior.  And so if you desire to accept Jesus as 

your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have 

already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you have messed up, 

however you desire to return to Him and do what is right, you too we invite you 

to come so that you can start anew again.  For our God is a God of many 

chances.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church 

home we invite you and also urge you to consider uniting with this local body 

of Christ at Mt. Traveler to continue to be faithful and fruitful in serving Him.  

For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, 

Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading 

this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your 

Lord and savior so that you can abide in Him and He in you so as to be faithful 

and fruitful in Him.  Then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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