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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST 

JULY 6, 2008    I AM the God of Your Fathers  Acts 7:30-34 

 This is our eleventh week into the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS 

OF JESUS CHRIST”.  Our focus today is on “I AM the God of Your Fathers”.  As 

we commemorate the independence of this Nation, collectively known as the United 

States of America, it is appropriate for our discussion for the day to center on the 

God of our fathers.  Our forefathers founded this nation on the basis of the word of 

God. It is imperative therefore to always remember that the United States is one 

nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice. 

 Israel however is a nation of a people chosen by God to fulfill His purpose for 

mankind.  We cannot therefore forget that true liberty and justification is only 

obtained through Jesus Christ who came through the Hebrew People, collectively 

called the nation of Israel, to fulfill the purpose of God on earth.  If you recall, we 

have said in our previous sermon that Jesus is of the lineage and root of King David, 

the second King of Israel, but He is actually the King of God’s eternal Kingdom that 

He came to establish. 

 Christianity is the way of life for those who belong to God’s eternal Kingdom. 

Christianity is also a faith that stems out of Judaism, which is the religion that 

developed from the founding fathers of the Hebrew race.  The founding fathers of the 

Hebrew race and faith are Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Very often in the Scriptures, 

God is referred to as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for even though each of 

them had their flaws, they were men of faith in God, trusting and obeying Him.  

 Through the sermon series on the I AM STATEMENTS OF JESUS, we have so far 

established on several occasions that Jesus is the Father and the Father is in Him; 

that everyone who knows Him knows the Father; and that He and the Father are one.  

Now the God of the Hebrew Children is the God of all mankind, especially those put 

their trust in Him.  Our forefathers trusted God and wanted to do things that please 

Him, and so the founded the United States on the principles of His word.  However, 

over time, greed and self-centeredness is eroding these principles causing inequality 

among the people in this nation and lack of liberty and justice for all.  Therefore as 

we talk about freedom and independence, and liberty and justice as we commemorate 

the independence of the United States this week, it is appropriate that Jesus 

introduces Himself today as “I am the God of Your Fathers”, representing in essence 

the true source of freedom from sin, and the fear of Satan and death. 

 It is always good to reflect on who has been our God throughout the ages.  For from 

generation to generation, it is the only One and true God that has always provided 

with freedom, equality, liberty and justice – for where the spirit of God is there is 

liberty.  The only precaution and restriction is that you cannot use your freedom for 

an occasion to sin.  Therefore let me submit to you on this occasion of 

commemorating the independence of the United States, that Jesus is the God of our 

Fathers who provided us independence from slavery to sin and Satan.  However, 
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anyone that is still without Jesus in their lives is subject to continue to live to please 

Satan and fulfill sinful desires. 

 It is a fact that as human beings with our selfish desires, at times we are tempted to 

take matters in hands, forgetting that God is control, and attempt to deliver our 

people or ourselves from bondage situations because we know we have the favor of 

God and His calling.  And so sometimes we act faster than the God of our Fathers 

had planned forgetting that He is the only One in control.  Such attempts yield 

nothing but frustrations and in most cases sufferings.  A case in point is Moses, who 

God had anointed to deliver Israel from their bondage of slavery in Egypt.  And from 

the passage where our text of the day is taken, we discover that Dr. Luke the writer of 

the Book of Acts indicates to us in this chapter seven that Moses took matters in his 

hands and failed to deliver the Hebrew Children from their bondage in Egypt.  In 

fact, he had to flee from Egypt and God had to prepare him for forty years in the 

wilderness in the land of Media for this task before sending him back to Egypt to 

deliver Israel. 

 Thus our text began “After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to Moses in the 

flames of a burning bush in the desert near Mount Sinai.  When he saw this, he was 

amazed at the sight. As he went over to look more closely, he heard the Lord's voice: 

'I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob'.  Moses 

trembled with fear and did not dare to look” (Acts 7:30-32).  

 Usually, God takes you through a period of preparation that is out of your comfort 

zone before He calls you into ministry to fulfill the purpose for which He has created 

you.  The reason most people miss their particular true and unique calling is because 

they are either acting faster than God or they refuse getting out of their comfort zone 

to enter into the period of preparation.  Of significance too is that many people 

actually forget about the God of their fathers who is sovereign and absolutely in 

control of everything.  It is imperative therefore that Jesus introduces Himself, to all 

who desire to be in their particular true and unique calling for fulfilling the purpose 

for which God created them, as “I am the God of Your Fathers”.  In this introduction 

Jesus underscores that He is the God of the founding fathers of our faith – the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The implication is obvious as without faith it is 

impossible to please God.   As such during our period of preparation for our calling 

as well as time of fulfilling the purpose for which God created us, we must walk by 

faith and not by sight.  This is because God requires faith in our worship of and 

service for Him.  Also, the life of worship and service for God requires holiness.  

Holiness in turn requires every individual to repent of sin and take off the old nature, 

and in its place put on righteousness without which no man shall see God.  God 

however imputes this righteousness to you as you put your faith and trust in the 

completed sacrificial work of redemption of Jesus Christ on Calvary. 

  Thus our text for the day continued and concluded, “Then the Lord said to him, 

'Take off your sandals; the place where you are standing is holy ground.  I have 

indeed seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their groaning and 

have come down to set them free. Now come, I will send you back to Egypt” (Acts 

7:33-34).   To become the follower of the Lord, who is the God of our fathers, requires 

that we take off our sandals because we are entering into a holy territory – the 
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Kingdom of God.  “Taking off our sandals” symbolizes repentance from sin.  Once 

we repent from sin, we can truly enter into a life of worship and service for the God 

of our fathers.  In His worship and service we discover our freedom and liberty.  It is 

then that we can truly hear our calling in our unique ministries.  God will inform us 

that He has indeed seen the oppression of His people in bondage of sin under Satan 

and He has heard their groaning and has come down to set them free.  But He needs 

to send you back to where you were before you got saved so that He can use you to 

free His people from their bondages to sin and Satan.   

 Therefore allow me to suggest to you this day that the only reason Jesus introduces 

Himself to you as “I am the God of your fathers” is to send you back to where you 

came from – your roots, to minister to the lost and those still in bondage to sin and 

Satan so that they can be liberated.  So as we commemorate independence, liberty 

and justice let us be reminded that they are still many under the bondage of sin and 

Satan, and need deliverance.  And God is calling individuals, who have repented of 

their sins and are now true worshippers of the God of the founding fathers of our 

faith, to send them to deliver those still in bondage.  And if you are still in bondage to 

sin and Satan, you are still their slave.  However, accepting Jesus Christ as you 

personal Lord and savior can set you free.  For if the Son of God sets you free you 

shall be free indeed.  

 Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ, the One who is the God 

of your fathers and who can set you free indeed from the bondage of sin and Satan, as 

your Lord and personal savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already 

said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have not yet fully been set free from sin and 

Satan because of the effects of your sinful behaviors and you have not fully 

understood the process of total deliverance from sin, you too we invite you to be 

reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for 

a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation 

and enjoy Jesus Christ as King of your Life, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler 

and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring 

Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating 

Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must 

personally make! The word has been preached and invitation has been given.  May 

God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one 

with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST 

JULY 13, 2008     I AM Jesus    John 18:1-8; Acts 9:5 

 This is our twelfth week into the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS 

OF JESUS CHRIST”.  Our focus today is on “I AM Jesus”.  The name Jesus is above 

any other name.  The name Jesus Christ has great power in it.  For at the name of 

Jesus Christ, every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord.  It is 

through this name - Jesus that mankind is redeemed, saved, reconciled, justified and 

restored by God to Himself.  Mentioning the name Jesus calls God’s attention 

because it is the name of His only begotten Son in whom He is well pleased.  

 The scripture is very plain to the fact that a great name is better than riches, fame or 

status.  A great name relates individuals with other individuals as well as with God 

Almighty.  A name actually identifies the individual. 

 In today’s texts, Jesus introduces Himself to two individuals in two different 

scenarios that represent two possible responses that define your destiny.  A rejection 

of the name Jesus defines eternal separation from God whereas accepting this name 

establishes eternal relationship and fellowship with God.  Therefore allow me to 

suggest to you that when Jesus introduces Himself to us, as “I am Jesus” He 

anticipates each of us to respond in one of the two alternatives that define our eternal 

destiny.  There is absolutely no third choice of eternal destiny.  Accepting Jesus as 

personal Lord and savior results in becoming a part of God’s family and eternal 

kingdom, whereas rejecting Him implies eternal separation from God in the lake of 

fire or hell, which is the second death. 

 Our first text of the day relates to the scenario of the betrayal of Jesus by Judas 

whereas the second text is in connection with the persecution of Christians by Saul.  

In both instances Jesus introduced and presented Himself to the parties as, “I am 

Jesus”.  The introduction of Jesus by Himself as, “I am Jesus” was bold and full of 

authority that it startled both parties that they both fell to the ground.  Yet the 

ultimate responses from the individuals involved were different.   Today Jesus is re-

introducing Himself to you as, “I am Jesus”.  What is your respond?  For throughout 

generations, there has never been any one who had had an encounter with Jesus 

Christ and remained the same.  Your decision after your encounter with Him as He 

introduces Himself as, “I am Jesus” determines your eternal destiny.   

 The first text for today’s discussion reads, “When he had finished praying, Jesus left 

with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was an olive 

grove, and he and his disciples went into it.  Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the 

place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.  So Judas came to the 

grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and 

Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.   Jesus, knowing all 

that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?"  

"Jesus of Nazareth," they replied.  "I am he," Jesus said.  (And Judas the traitor was 

standing there with them).   When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to 

the ground.   Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?"  And they said, "Jesus of 
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Nazareth."   "I told you that I am he," Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, 

then let these men go."  This happened so that the words he had spoken would be 

fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those you gave me” (John 18:1-9).  Here we see that 

Jesus gave His opposition the opportunity to accept Him and have eternal destiny but 

they were indifferent and rejected Him, arrested Him and ultimately crucified Him.  

He voluntarily gave Himself to be crucified but then strictly instructed that no harm 

be done to His disciples.  Judas was also granted the opportunity to go free with the 

other disciples so that he can rethink his actions against the Lord Jesus and repented 

but he failed to do so.  He too made a decision that determined his eternal destiny. 

 The second text for the day then began, “Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out 

murderous threats against the Lord's disciples.  He went to the high priest and asked 

him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who 

belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 

Jerusalem.  As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, 

why do you persecute me?"  "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.  "I am Jesus, whom 

you are persecuting," he replied.  “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be 

told what you must do”(Acts 9:1-6).   Unlike the betrayal scenario where the 

opposition saw Jesus physically, in the persecution encounter Jesus revealed Himself 

to Saul and the crowd that went with him in brilliant light that flashed from heaven.  

Saul fell down and then heard a voice asking him why he was persecuting Him?  

Saul’s respond was who are you Lord, suggesting he was receptive and responsive to 

Jesus as Lord.  The crowd that traveled with Saul was startled and remained 

speechless as I presumed they haerd the conversation that was on going. 

 Thus the text continued, “The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they 

heard the sound but did not see anyone.  Saul got up from the ground, but when he 

opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus.  

For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything” (Acts 9:7-9).  Because 

Saul responded positively to Jesus introduction of Himself as, “I am Jesus whom you 

are persecuting”, His transformation started and His eternal destiny was established.  

He was then instructed as to how to fulfill His purpose in life to attain to His eternal 

destiny.   

 Thus the text continued and concluded, “In Damascus there was a disciple named 

Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!"   "Yes, Lord," he answered.   

The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.   In a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight."  "Lord," Ananias 

answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done 

to your saints in Jerusalem.  And he has come here with authority from the chief 

priests to arrest all who call on your name."  But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This 

man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings 

and before the people of Israel.  I will show him how much he must suffer for my 

name."  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he 

said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were 

coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit."  Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see 
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again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 

strength.  Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.  At once he began 

to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.  All those who heard him 

were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among 

those who call on this name? And hasn't he come here to take them as prisoners to 

the chief priests?"  Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews 

living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ” (Acts 9:1-22). 

 Therefore allow me to suggest to you that once you decide to positively respond to 

Jesus’ introduction of Himself to you, as “I am Jesus” you would have defined the 

course of your eternal destiny.  The way you respond positively is by accepting Jesus 

Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept 

Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior we invite you to come now.  And if you 

have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have not yet fully committed to 

following your instructions for building your eternal destiny because of the effects of 

your sinful behaviors and you have not fully understood the process of total 

deliverance from sin, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps 

you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can 

continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and fully commit to enjoying Jesus 

Christ as King of your life, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this 

local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, 

Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God 

and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has 

been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  

Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST 

JULY 20, 2008  I AM the Root and the Offspring of David Revelation 22:16-17 

 This is our thirteenth week into the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ 

STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”.  Our focus today is on “I AM the Root and 

the Offspring of David”.   Many books and articles have been written through the 

ages about the names and titles associated with Jesus Christ.  Some of them are 

familiar to us and include names and titles such as Savior (Matthew 1:21), Immanuel 

(Matthew 1:23), Son of the Highest (Luke 1:32), Faithful and True (Revelation 

19:11), the Alpha and the Omega (Revelation 22:13).  As the Messiah, Jesus is 

referred to in the Old Testament as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, and Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).  

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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 However, of all of the names given to Jesus, and of all the titles conferred upon Him, 

one of the most curious titles is the one that Jesus Himself chose to use to introduce 

Himself to us today.  This profound introduction is found in the twenty-second 

chapter of the Revelation of Jesus Christ where we find the only occurrence of this 

title in scripture. The sixteenth verse reads: “ I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you 

this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the 

bright Morning Star”.  Here Jesus introduces Himself to the churches, as “I am the 

Root and the Offspring of David”.  This is a unique introduction with an inherent 

paradox. 

 In fact, many people have never stopped to consider the paradox that is inherent in 

this verse.  How can someone be "the Root" and "the Offspring" of the same person?   

The problem is that the English language is such a weak language compared to other 

languages that have different words for specific expressions.  For instance, the Greek 

word, which is translated “Root” in our English Bibles, is the word Rhiza.  It is the 

same word that John the Baptist used in Matthew 3:10 when he said, “And even now 

the ax is laid to the root (Rhiza) of the trees.   Therefore every tree which does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire”.   Jesus used this word also in 

His Parable of the Sower found in Mark 4:6.  He said, “But when the sun was up it 

was scorched, and because it had no root (Rhiza) it withered away”.   

 Likewise, the Greek word, which is translated "Offspring" in our English Bibles, is 

the word Genos.  The same word is also translated "Generation" in other verses in 

scripture referring to a family's descendants.  In Isaiah 11:1, Isaiah the prophet 

informed us that the coming Messiah would be the offspring of David, “There shall 

come forth a Rod (Shoot) from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 

roots”.  Here, Jesse, being the father of King David is identified as a genealogical 

precursor to the Messiah, Jesus Christ.    

 The paradox of the ROOT and OFFSPRING of David is like posing the question 

about the chicken and the egg: which came first?  After His Triumphal Entry into 

Jerusalem, Jesus spent the next four days being examined by the religious leaders in 

the Temple courts.  During one of such occasions when these religious leaders were 

examining Him, Jesus posed this very same question to the Pharisees.   Matthew 

22:41-46 reads, “While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 

saying, "What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?" They said to Him, 

"The Son of David." He said to them, "How then does David in the Spirit call Him 

'Lord,' saying: 'The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your 

enemies Your footstool'"?  "If David then calls Him 'Lord,' how is He his Son?" And 

no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare 

question Him anymore”.   And so we see that in Jesus' day no one was able to answer 

Him a word. It was a paradox that they were unable to understand.  However, by 

examining scripture this paradox can be understood.  

 THE SOLUTION to the paradox is that both Matthew's and Luke's gospels provide 

us the genealogical lists of Jesus.  In the gospel of Matthew Jesus' lineage is listed 

beginning with Abraham and ending with Jesus; whereas Luke who was concerned 

with presenting Jesus as the "Son of Man" begins his genealogical listing with Jesus 

and goes backwards through Abraham all the way to Adam.   (Luke 3:23 - "Now 
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Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was 

supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of Heli,” Luke 3:38 – "the son of Enosh, the son 

of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God").    

 Now we know that Adam was created by God (Genesis 1:26); and Colossians 1:16 

tells us that Jesus is the creator as it reads, “For by Him all things were created that 

are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or powers.  All things were created through Him and for 

Him”.  This implies that Jesus, as part of the Triune God, was Adam's creator.  So we 

can now see clearly why Jesus was at the beginning of Luke's genealogy and at the 

end of it.  Therefore we can confidently conclude that Jesus was truly the Root and 

Offspring of David. 

 Moreover, concerning the testimony on Jesus as Root and Offspring of Jesse: 

o THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES – There shall come forth a Rod from the stem 

of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots... And in that day there shall 

be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles 

shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious." (Isaiah 11:1-10) 

o THE RABBINIC WRITINGS – And there shall go forth a King from the Sons 

of Jesse, and the MESSIAH shall be anointed from his children’s children. 

(Targum Jonathan) 

o THE NEW TESTAMENT –And when He had removed him, He raised up for 

them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, "I have found 

David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will." 

From this man’s seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Israel a 

Savior -- Jesus. (Acts 13:22-23) 

 So when Jesus introduces Himself to us as “I am the Root and Offspring of David”, 

He is actually saying to us I am the creator.  And because He is the creator, He can be 

both the Root and the Offspring at the same time.  Moreover when you give a deeper 

thought to the paradox, only the creator can deal with the root and shoot of the sin 

problem of mankind.  For He was wounded for our transgressions and bruise for our 

iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was placed upon Him, and by His stripe we 

have been healed.  Jesus, the Root and Offspring of David have come to provide the 

solution to problem of transgressions and iniquities of mankind. 

 Thus the text for the day reads, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this 

testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright 

Morning Star.  The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, 

"Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free 

gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22:16-17).   Are you thirsty to get relief from 

transgressions and iniquities? Come to the Root and Offspring of David, Jesus Christ 

the creator who was wounded for your transgressions and bruised for your iniquities. 

 Therefore allow me to suggest to you that once you have decided to positively respond 

to come to Jesus, the Root and Offspring of David, He will quench your thirsts and 

save you.  You respond positively to Jesus Christ by accepting Him as your personal 

Lord and savior.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your 

Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already 

said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have not yet fully committed in accepting 
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Jesus Christ as your Lord and creator because of the effects of your sinful behaviors 

and you have not fully understood the process of total deliverance from sin, you too 

we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have 

been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, 

joy of salvation and be fully committed to enjoying Jesus Christ as King of your life 

as the Root and Offspring of David and your Creator, we invite you to consider Mt. 

Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a 

Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating 

Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must 

personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  

May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as 

one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST 

JULY 27, 2008   I AM the Alpha and Omega  Revelation 1:8, 22:12-15 

 This is our fourteenth and last week as we conclude the sermon series on the “THE ‘I 

AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”.  Our focus today as we culminate this 

sermon series is “I AM the Alpha and Omega”.   What a profound way for Jesus to 

culminate the introduction of Himself to us!  We started this series with a focus on 

Jesus Christ introducing Himself to us, as “I AM THAT I AM”.  And now as we 

conclude the series He introduces Himself to us, as “I AM the Alpha and Omega”. 

 Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet. Omega on the other hand is the last 

letter of the Greek alphabet. By combining the two it signifies completeness, as "from 

A to Z" in our modern usage of the English alphabets.   In reference to Jesus Christ it 

signifies His completeness and demonstrates Him to be the First and the Last, the 

Beginning and the End.  By this definition what a profound culmination of Jesus 

Christ’s introduction of Himself to us!  Therefore allow me to suggest to you that 

Jesus is saying to us, “Hey, I am the complete image of God – I represent God in 

totality.  In fact, I am God”.  I am the beginning, I am now and I am the end!  I AM 

that I AM!! 

 This implies that Jesus is complete.  He was with God in the beginning and He will be 

with God in the end. He is eternity.  And if you are searching for eternal security and 

destiny, it is found nowhere else but in Him! 

 Now listen to the following scriptures that support this: 

o John 1:1-14.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all 

things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In him 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, 

but the darkness has not understood it.  There came a man who was sent from 

God; his name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, 

so that through him all men might believe.  He himself was not the light; he 

came only as a witness to the light.  The true light that gives light to every man 

was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was 

made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which 

was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to 

those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 

children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's 

will, but born of God.  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 

us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only Begotten Son, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth”. 

o Revelation 1:8. “I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, 

and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty”. 

o Revelation 21:6. “He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without 

cost from the spring of the water of life”. 

o Revelation 22:12-13. “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I 

will give to everyone according to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End”. 

o Colossians 1:13-20. “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, 

the forgiveness of sins.  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 

all creation.  For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 

things were created by him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy.  For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 

in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 

earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 

cross”. 

o John 8:54-59. “Jesus replied, "If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My 

Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me.  Though you 

do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but 

I do know him and keep his word.  Your father Abraham rejoiced at the 

thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad."  "You are not yet fifty years 

old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!"  "I tell you the 

truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"  At this, they 

picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the 

temple grounds”. 

o John 17:1-5. “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

"Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  

For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to 

all those you have given him.  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, 
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the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I have brought you 

glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, 

glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world 

began” 

o Psalm 90:1-17. “Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all 

generations.  Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth 

and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  You turn men 

back to dust, saying, "Return to dust, O sons of men."  For a thousand years in 

your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.  

You sweep men away in the sleep of death; they are like the new grass of the 

morning – though in the morning it springs up new, by evening it is dry and 

withered.  We are consumed by your anger and terrified by your indignation.  

You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your 

presence.  All our days pass away under your wrath; we finish our years with a 

moan.  The length of our days is seventy years— or eighty, if we have the 

strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and 

we fly away. Who knows the power of your anger?  For your wrath is as great 

as the fear that is due you.  Teach us to number our days aright, that we may 

gain a heart of wisdom.  Relent, O LORD! How long will it be?  Have 

compassion on your servants.  Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing 

love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Make us glad for as 

many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years as we have seen trouble.  

May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children.  

May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our 

hands for us— yes, establish the work of our hands”. 

 What is the conclusion of all these?  Let me suggest to you that it all means that Jesus 

is the beginning and the ending of all things, so He knows what happened, what is 

happening and what will happen. Therefore, we can trust Him and know that 

whatever He says will happen actually will. And since He was there at the beginning 

with God and will be there at the end with Him as well, He can be trusted to know the 

whole picture.  Everyone else can only know the past, they cannot see into the future, 

therefore what they say will happen is not as reliable as Jesus the Alpha and Omega. 

 And so what is the application of all these?  The application and the implication is 

that since Jesus is the one I can trust to know what will happen in the future, I will 

put my trust in Him and look forward to one day spending eternity with Him in 

heaven. When others try to get me to believe they know better about what will 

happen in the future, I will remind them that they only have a partial picture because 

Jesus is the only complete picture and He is the answer to every question.   

 Thus our text for today reads, “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, 

and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  Blessed are those who 

wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through 

the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the 

sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices 

falsehood” (Revelation 22:12-15).   Jesus is coming someday and very soon!  Only 

those who have accepting Him who introduces Himself to us as “I am the Alpha and 
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Omega” would go with Him to partake in His eternal Kingdom which has no end.  

Those are the ones who have be born again and have been adopted into the family of 

God because they have accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and savior.  

These are the ones that are ready for Jesus to take them to Heaven when He comes 

again.  Are you ready for Jesus’ return?  

 Therefore allow me to suggest to you that once you have come to Jesus, the Alpha and 

Omega and you accept Him as your personal Lord and savior, you are ready for your 

eternal destiny in Heaven.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ 

as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have 

already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not ready for His return for 

judgment as the Alpha and Omega because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you 

too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or 

have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s 

love, joy of salvation and be fully ready for the return of the Alpha and Omega for 

judgment, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of 

Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing 

Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached 

and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a 

candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t 

you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
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