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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

November 2, 2008  Healing A Woman With Internal Bleeding    Mat. 9:20-22 /  

          Mark 5:25-34 / Lk. 8:43-48 

 This is our Thirteenth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF 

JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Woman With Internal Bleeding”.  And 

it is just good to always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs there is 

a purpose.   

 Accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to 

suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. 

The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  

 This Thirteenth miracle we shall focus on today took place Capernaum in the region 

of Galilee after Jesus had returned from the region of Gerasenes where He had 

healed a demoniac man who said his name was legion because they were many.  The 

man was healed after Jesus had asked the demons to leave.  And because the demons 

caused over two thousands pigs to drown, such an economic loss made the people of 

Gerasenes to ask Jesus to leave their land.  So Jesus returned to Capernaum, His 

Headquarters in Galilee.   This is when this miracle occurred as Jesus was on His way 

to Jairus’ house to see about his dying daughter.  Jairus was a ruler of the synagogues 

in Capernaum and his only daughter was very sick, close to death and he had asked 

Jesus to come to his house to heal her. The crowd following Jesus at this time was 

very large. 

 Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “Just then a woman who had 

been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge 

of his cloak.  She said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed’.  Jesus 

turned and saw her.  ‘Take heart, daughter’, he said, ‘your faith has healed you’.   

And the woman was healed from that moment” (Matthew 9:20-22).   Mark’s version 

reads “And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years.  

She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she 

had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse.  When she heard about Jesus, she 

came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, ‘If I 

just touch his clothes, I will be healed’.  Immediately her bleeding stopped and she 

felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.  At once Jesus realized that 

power had gone out from him.  He turned around in the crowd and asked, ‘Who 

touched my clothes?’  “You see the people crowding against you’, his disciples 

answered, ‘and yet you can ask, ‘who touched me?’’  But Jesus kept looking around 

to see who had done it.  Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came 

and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth.  He said to her, 

‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering’” 

(Mark 5:25-34).  Dr. Luke’s version reads, “And a woman was there who had been 

subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her.  She came up behind 
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him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.  ‘Who 

touched me?’ Jesus asked.  When they all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the people 

are crowding and pressing against you’.  But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me; I 

know that power has gone out from me’.  Then the woman, seeing that she could not 

go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she 

told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed.  Then he said 

to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace’” (Luke 8:43-48). 

 The significances of this miracle are as follow: 

o This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority 

over all manner of diseases.  Touching the helm of His garment, drew power 

out of Him that ended a chronic disease of internal bleeding which had 

persisted for over 12 years. 

o Jesus did not speak or touch the woman before she was healed.  Rather, as 

soon as the woman exercised her faith, reached out and touched the helm of 

the Master’s garment, power came out of Him and healed her.  Do not always 

wait for the Master to reach you, reach out to Him in faith and you will be 

made whole. 

o Jesus knows whenever we reach out to Him in faith and touch Him no matter 

how large and pressing the crowd may be.  So reach out in faith to Him and 

stop worrying about others around and what they will think, say or do.  It is a 

personal thing and Jesus has time for everyone including you. 

o Jesus has time for you no matter the pressing issues at hand.  Recall He was on 

His way to Jairus’ house!  Jairus was the ruler of the synagogue in 

Capernaum, the Headquarter of His Galilean Ministry.  Yet the faith of the 

woman with the issue of blood stopped Him right in His tracks to receive her 

healing.  It did not matter that Jairus’ daughter was dying because Jesus is 

Deity and the Lord of life too.  In fact, no one with faith is insignificant before 

Jesus because He always honor faith. 

o Lastly, beware of doctors who are out there not to help you but to squeeze 

every penny from you and still leave you sick.  This woman we learned had 

spent all her money and/or resources on physicians but did not find any cure 

for her illness.  It was until she placed her faith in Jesus that she found cure for 

her chronic disease of internal bleeding.  Twelve long years did she suffer 

before she found cure by simply putting her faith in Jesus.   

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease with no cure until you put your faith in Jesus.  The text for the day 

informs us that when the woman testified of her healing, Jesus did not reprimand her 

for reaching out in faith and touching Him. Rather because of her bravery to push 

among the crowd and reach out to Jesus, she was rewarded with healing and peace as 

Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace”.  You know 

something?  Sin always robs us of peace! 

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity 

to someone with a chronic disease of sin to come to Jesus by faith for fear of the 

crowd.  Do not allow the crowd to rob you of your blessings of peace.  Moreover, you 

will be cure of your chronic disease of sin if you reach out in faith to have a personal 

relationship with Jesus.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as 
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your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have 

already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship 

and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too 

we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps 

you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can 

continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and 

fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with 

humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite 

with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with 

Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor 

with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The 

word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you 

come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

HOMECOMING REVIVAL SERVICE AT CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

OPELIKA, REV. (DR.) JAMES E. BROWN, PASTOR  

November 2, 2008   The Essence of True Revival  Psalms 85:1-13 

 Pastor Brown and the first lady of Cornerstone, fellow Ministers of the Gospel and 

ministers’ wives, the Officers of Cornerstone and Officers of other churches 

represented here this afternoon, brothers and sisters in the Lord, and friends, we 

greet you in the precious name of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  To this pastor, 

my friend who has a thirst for the growth of the kingdom of God and to this local 

body of Christ at Cornerstone Missionary Baptist Church, Opelika I want to express 

my profound gratitude and sincere appreciation to you for inviting me to share the 

word of God with you during your 2008 Homecoming Revival Service and for 

inviting Mt Traveler Mass Choir to sing and our Church to fellowship with you.  This 

is the essence of genuine Christian fellowship even as we worship our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ together.  And this afternoon, the Lord has placed on my heart to 

speak on the subject of True Revival.  

 Our text for tonight is Psalms 85:1-13.  It reads, “You showed favor to your land, O 

LORD; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  You forgave the iniquity of your people 

and covered all their sins.  Selah!  You set aside all your wrath and turned from your 

fierce anger.  Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away your displeasure 

toward us.  Will you be angry with us forever?  Will you prolong your anger through 

all generations?  Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?  

Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.  I will listen to 

what God the LORD will say; he promises peace to his people, his saints— but let 
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them not return to folly.  Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his 

glory may dwell in our land.  Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and 

peace kiss each other.  Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness 

looks down from heaven.  The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will 

yield its harvest.  Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps”.  

Let us pray!  

 Revival is bringing back to livelihood that which is weak, fainting or dying because if 

it was already dead, it cannot be revived.   True revival begins with favor or mercy 

from God.  Then comes forgiveness for this is the key to building and restoring 

relationships.  Both vertical and horizontal relationships are imperative in revival.  

While the vertical relation ensures true worship, the horizontal relationship ensures 

service to humanity by the people of God. Sin hinders worship and hampers service 

to humanity.  Sin forgiven sets aside God’s wrath and turns away God’s fierce anger.  

And so restoration occurs when God puts away his displeasure towards us.  Bearing 

in mind that God placed His fierce anger on His Only begotten Son on Calvary, the 

Psalmist asked - will you be angry with us forever?  Will you prolong your anger 

through all generations? Certainly, not if we turn to God and receive the provisions 

He has made for our salvation through the sacrifice of His Only Son on Calvary. 

 True Revival brings salvation as we receive God’s unfailing love; stop men’s folly and 

become obedient to God as we keep His promises.  The Psalmist yearned: “Will you 

not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?  Show us your unfailing 

love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.  I will listen to what God the LORD will 

say; he promises peace to his people, his saints— but let them not return to folly.  

Surely his salvation is near those who fear Him that His glory may dwell in our land”. 

 In true revival, marriages occur between love and faithfulness, and righteousness and 

peace.  Each time there is true revival; God’s people will love (worship) and become 

faithful in serving Him to produce fruits worthy of their repentance.  Furthermore, 

righteousness among God’s people is imperative to enjoying peace – the peace that 

passes all understanding.  Salvation is the ultimate goal of revival for them that fear 

the Lord.  Then righteousness would order the steps of the revived and saved man.  

The Psalmist simply puts it “Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and 

peace kiss each other.  Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness 

looks down from heaven.  The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will 

yield its harvest.  Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps”. 

 Tonight allow me to ask you, have established good vertical and horizontal 

relationship? Also allow me to suggest to you that righteousness (the desire to do 

right) is what will help order your steps even as you are revived.  Sin will always stop 

revival turkey cold!  But if you confess your sin, God is faithful and just to forgive 

you and cleanse you from all unrighteousness – thus making you righteous.  Indeed 

confession and repentance are pre-requisites for salvation.  Salvation is real and 

brings about true revival, as it is then that you establish a personal relationship with 

God. 

 Therefore I submit to you that you must first know God personally before you can 

worship (fall in love with) Him appropriately.  This is because you cannot fall in love 

with someone that you do not know.  You know God through Jesus Christ, His only 
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begotten Son whom He sent to come and show us how.  You know God by accepting 

Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  Then you are adopted into God’s 

family and Holy Spirit is given to you to indwell you permanently to lead you into 

and teach all truth.  Plus, you are forgiven and then given the right to become a child 

of God.  It is then that you will comprehend that God is Love and respond to His love 

by falling in love with Him.  And only then can you worship Him in Spirit and in 

truth! Such are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.  For God is Spirit and His 

worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth. True worshippers are those that 

have been born of the spirit.  Actually they have been born again.  And you must be 

born again or else you cannot see or enter His kingdom. 

 Have you been born again?  You are born again when you understand that Jesus 

Christ was born in the flesh, performed good deeds including miracles, yet was 

rejected, and suffered and was crucified.  He died to pay the price of sin, was buried 

but rose again on the third day with all powers in His hands; then He ascended to 

heaven after manifesting Himself to His disciples for forty days and would soon 

return someday to judge the world. If you belief this and put your trust in Him by 

accepting Him as your personal Lord and savior, you are saved and have an eternal 

destiny in heaven. Otherwise be prepared to spend eternity in hell, the lake of fire 

which is the second death. 

 And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal 

savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus 

and are saved, but you are not living for Him because of the effects of your sinful 

ways and behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God tonight.  Perhaps 

you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can 

continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers 

who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider uniting with this 

local body of Christ called Cornerstone or any other church in this locality 

represented here tonight. You too we invite you to come up now.  Remember it is a 

choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the 

invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for 

baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as 

the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

DEACON’S ORDINATION SERVICE AT PLESASANT RIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

OPELIKA, REV. JAMES C. OWEN, PASTOR  

November 9, 2008     Chosen To Serve   Acts 6:1-7 

 Pastor Owen and the first lady of Pleasant Ridge, fellow Ministers of the Gospel and 

ministers’ wives, the Officers of Pleasant Ridge and Officers of other churches 

represented here this afternoon, brothers and sisters in the Lord, and friends, we 
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greet you in the precious name of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  To this pastor, 

my friend who has a thirst for the growth of the kingdom of God and to this local 

body of Christ at Pleasant Ridge Missionary Baptist Church, Opelika I want to 

express my profound gratitude and sincere appreciation to you for inviting me to 

share the word of God with you during your Deacon’s Ordination Service and for 

inviting Mt Traveler Mass Choir to sing and our Church to fellowship with you.  This 

is the essence of genuine Christian fellowship even as we worship our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ together.  And this afternoon, the Lord has placed on my heart to 

speak on the subject of True Revival.  

 Our text for tonight is Acts: 1-7.  It reads, “In those days when the number of 

disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the 

Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of 

food.  So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be 

right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.  

Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit 

and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention 

to prayer and the ministry of the word."  This proposal pleased the whole group. 

They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, 

Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.  They 

presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  So the 

word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a 

large number of priests became obedient to the faith”.  Let us pray!  

 Please allow me to first establish by what authority and in which way each 

Missionary Baptist church operates. Every Missionary Baptist Church should be 

governed by Theo-democracy. Theocracy means governed by Divine guidance.  

Democracy means government by the people.  The combination of these two words 

equal Theo-democracy that best describes the New Testament Baptist Polity, which is 

a community of fellowship governed by the people according to the revealed will of 

God with the Bible as its only guide.  The local church (like Pleasant Ridge) is 

autonomous or independent in its governmental affairs.  There are no bishops, 

Elders, Presbyteries, etc., to hand down decisions for the church to follow.  Even our 

own denominational associations and conventions have no authority over the local 

church. 

 However, the church has two Scriptural offices:  

1. The Office of the Pastor---(I Timothy 3:1-7) 

After prayerful consideration, the pastor is chosen by the membership, not by a 

group known as the Board of Deacons or Board of Trustees.  In the biblical sense, 

the pastor is the shepherd of the flock.  His leadership is toward the faithful 

following of Christ.  He is responsible for all aspects of the church’s life. 

2.  The Office of Deacons---(I Timothy 3:8-13) 

Deacons are chosen by the members from among their own number, with the 

approval of the pastor.  They should be chosen entirely for their wisdom, piety 
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(moral clean lives), and consecration, and not because of worldly abundance or 

influence.  Deacons are church officers, but in no sense do they constitute a 

legislative (law-making) body.  They are not lords OVER the church.  They assist 

in spiritual as well as business affairs of the church as directed by the pastor.  

Since we are here for the ordination service of a deacon let us review the 

qualification of a deacon as stipulated in I Timothy 3:8-13.  It reads: “Deacons, 

likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and 

not pursuing dishonest gain.  They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith 

with a clear conscience.  They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing 

against them, let them serve as deacons.  In the same way, their wives are to be 

women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in 

everything.  A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his 

children and his household well.  Those who have served well gain an excellent 

standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus”. 

 Deacons are selected by Church members and then approved by the pastor to fulfill 

some needed service that the pastor has realized that exist in the local church.  Thus 

in our text for the day the church was growing and so was its need for serving tables 

to avoid complains of partiality that was playing part in the distribution of food 

among the widows in the church.  The text informs us that in those days when the 

number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained 

against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food.  This became a distraction for the twelve Apostles to be effective 

in prayers and ministering of the Word. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 

together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of 

God in order to wait on tables”. 

 Therefore the Apostles laid down some key criteria for choosing men to meet the need 

service that had arisen in the Congregation.  So the Apostles said, “Brothers, choose 

seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We 

will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the 

ministry of the word.  This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a 

man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism”.  I hope this is what has 

taken place here at Pleasant Ridge where Pastor Owens has seen a need and has 

asked the congregation to choose among you a brother to fulfill that need.  And after 

looking among yourselves you have chosen Brother Gerry Banks because he is full of 

the Holy Spirit, Faith and Wisdom.  Otherwise, Pleasant Ridge would be inviting 

more problems into the church.  Also, I want to remind Brother Banks that he has 

been chosen as a deacon to serve and to be a good helper to Pastor Owens.  Before we 

conclude I want Brother Banks and all the other deacons to know that deacons are 

church and pastor specific such that if another pastor is called after Pastor Owens he 

may decide not to keep you as deacons.  If that should happen known of you should 

cause hell.  And if decide to move your membership to another church, you cease to 

be a deacon unless you are recognized that new church as such. 

 Finally, our text then concluded, “They presented these men to the apostles, who 

prayed and laid their hands on them.  So the word of God spread. The number of 
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disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became 

obedient to the faith”.  Tonight Brother Gerry Banks has been presented to us, the 

ministers who are here will pray for him as they lay their hands on him so that he will 

fulfill the purpose for which he has been chosen as a Deacon.   If you fulfill your 

calling appropriate, Brother Banks, then this local body will continue to grow. 

However, the rest of the members of Pleasant Ridge must give Brother Banks all the 

support that he needs for the service which he is called to support the ministry of 

Pastor Owens.  God bless you. 

 Let me conclude this message by saying that this ordination service reminds all 

Christians that we all need to be people full of the Holy Spirit, Faith and Wisdom to 

be able to serve Him faithfully.  You cannot have these qualities unless you have been 

born again.   

 Have you been born again?  You are born again when you understand that Jesus 

Christ was born in the flesh, performed good deeds including many miracles, yet was 

rejected, and suffered and was crucified.  He died to pay the price of sin, was buried 

but rose again on the third day with all powers in His hands; then He ascended to 

heaven after manifesting Himself to His disciples for forty days and would soon 

return someday to judge the world. If you belief this and put your trust in Him by 

accepting Him as your personal Lord and savior, you are saved and have an eternal 

destiny in heaven. Otherwise be prepared to spend eternity in hell, the lake of fire, 

which is the second death. 

 And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal 

savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus 

and are saved, but you are not living for Him because of the effects of your sinful 

ways and behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God tonight.  Perhaps 

you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can 

continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers 

who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider uniting with this 

local body of Christ called Pleasant Ridge or any other church in this locality 

represented here tonight. You too we invite you to come up now.  Remember it is a 

choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the 

invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for 

baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as 

the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

November 9, 2008  Raising Jairus' Daughter     Matthew 9:18-19, 23-25 /  

       Mark 5: 22-24, 35-43 / Luke 8:41-42, 49-56 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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 This is our Fourteenth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF 

JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Raising Jairus' Daughter”.  And it is just good to 

always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs there is a purpose.   

 Accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to 

suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. 

The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  

 This Fourteenth miracle we shall focus on today took place Capernaum in the region 

of Galilee after Jesus had returned from the region of Gerasenes where He had 

healed a demoniac man who said his name was legion because they were many.  The 

man was healed after Jesus had asked the demons to leave.  And because the demons 

caused over two thousands pigs to drown, such an economic loss made the people of 

Gerasenes to ask Jesus to leave their land.  So Jesus returned to Capernaum, His 

Headquarters in Galilee.   Jairus was a ruler of the synagogues in Capernaum.  He 

had an only daughter who was very sick, close to death and so he had asked Jesus to 

come to his house to heal her. The crowd following Jesus at this time was very large. 

Before Jesus reached Jairus’ house another miracle took place as we learned on last 

Sunday – the woman from the large crowd with the internal bleeding for twelve years 

was healed as she acted on her faith to touch the helm of Jesus’ garment. 

 Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “While he was saying this, a 

ruler came and knelt before him and said, ‘My daughter has just died. But come and 

put your hand on her, and she will live’. Jesus got up and went with him, and so did 

his disciples.  Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years 

came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak.  She said to herself, ‘If I only 

touch his cloak, I will be healed’.  Jesus turned and saw her.  ‘Take heart, daughter’, 

he said, ‘your faith has healed you’.   And the woman was healed from that moment.  

When Jesus entered the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 

he said, ‘Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep’.  But they laughed at him.  After 

the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got 

up.  News of this spread through all that region” (Matthew 9:18-25).   Mark’s version 

reads “When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a 

large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake.  Then one of the 

synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there.  Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and 

pleaded earnestly with him, ‘My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your 

hands on her so that she will be healed and live’.  So Jesus went with him.  A large 

crowd followed and pressed around him.  And a woman was there who had been 

subject to bleeding for twelve years.  She had suffered a great deal under the care of 

many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse.  

When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his 

cloak, because she thought, ‘If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed’.  Immediately 

her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.  

At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him.  He turned around in the 

crowd and asked, ‘Who touched my clothes?’  “You see the people crowding against 

you’, his disciples answered, ‘and yet you can ask, ‘who touched me?’’  But Jesus 

kept looking around to see who had done it.  Then the woman, knowing what had 
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happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the 

whole truth.  He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be 

freed from your suffering’.  While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the 

house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. ‘Your daughter is dead’, they said. ‘Why bother 

the teacher any more?’  Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, 

‘Don't be afraid; just believe’.  He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James 

and John the brother of James.  When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, 

Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly.  He went in and said 

to them, ‘Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep’.  But 

they laughed at him.  After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother 

and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was.  He took her 

by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, 

get up!" ).  Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years 

old). At this they were completely astonished.  He gave strict orders not to let anyone 

know about this, and told them to give her something to eat” (Mark 5:22-43).  Dr. 

Luke’s version reads, “Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they 

were all expecting him.  Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came 

and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house because his only 

daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.  As Jesus was on his way, the crowds 

almost crushed him.  And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for 

twelve years, but no one could heal her.  She came up behind him and touched the 

edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.  ‘Who touched me?’ Jesus 

asked.  When they all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the people are crowding and 

pressing against you’.  But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me; I know that power has 

gone out from me’.  Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came 

trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had 

touched him and how she had been instantly healed.  Then he said to her, ‘Daughter, 

your faith has healed you. Go in peace’.  While Jesus was still speaking, someone 

came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he 

said. "Don't bother the teacher any more."  Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't 

be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed."  When he arrived at the house of 

Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the 

child's father and mother.  Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for 

her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep."  They laughed at him, 

knowing that she was dead.  But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get 

up!"  Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her 

something to eat.  Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell 

anyone what had happened” (Luke 8:41-56). 

 The significances of this miracle are as follow: 

o This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as well as the 

Resurrection and the Life as He has authority over death.  This was the second 

time He proved that He was the resurrection and the life.  The first time was 

when He raised the widow’s only son in Luke 7.  The third time He proved this 

again was when He raised His friend lazarus from the dead in John 11.  

Amazingly this young girl was twelve years old.  The woman that reached out 

from the crowd, touching the helm of His garment, drawing power out of Him 
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had her chronic disease of internal bleeding which had persisted for over 12 

years ended instantaneously as Jesus was on His way to Jairus’ house.   

o The number twelve here is very significant.  This was the number of the 

disciples of Jesus.  This is to say to us that the woman healed and girl raised 

involved individuals that had faith in Jesus like his twelve disciples.  It is also 

saying to us that Jesus cares about those who have faith in Him as His disciples 

that He would heal them and the ultimate end raise them from the dead.  

Therefore don’t be afraid of illness and death because Jesus is Deity and has 

authority over both.  Jesus said to Jairus don’t be afraid your daughter is not 

dead and to the woman with chronic internal bleeding for 12 year, go in peace 

your faith has made you well. 

o Jesus teaches us here that to be effective in ministry, in some circumstances 

you do not take the crowd with you but a few friends full of faith.   Our text for 

the day informs us that, “When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let 

anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and 

mother”.  We need great discernment to know who to take along with us for 

any particular ministry so as to be effective.  

o Recall Jairus was the ruler of the synagogue in Capernaum, the Headquarter 

of His Galilean Ministry.  Yet he humbled himself and had faith to come and 

ask for help from Jesus to raise his daughter.  The crowd did not deter him or 

even was able to discourage him to give up hope.  Beware of crowds and do not 

ever allow it to influence your faith in Jesus Christ to cause you to loose your 

blessings of health and ultimate resurrection.  The crowd again came to 

discourage Jairus not to bother the Teacher any longer since his daughter was 

already dead.  It was at that moment of discouragement that Jesus told Jairus, 

"Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed."  Therefore always listen 

to the Master instead of the crowd in moments of discouragement.  It is what 

Jesus says that matters!  

o Lastly, this miracle resulted in the crowd being amazed and Jesus asking the 

parents not to tell anyone what had happened.  Take careful note here because 

it is not everyone that you tell of your miracle because some can discourage 

your faith in the miracle that you will not fully experience it.    

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that the 

crowd is dangerous to cause you to loose your faith as well as cause you to sin.  And 

sin is a chronic disease with no cure until you put your faith in Jesus.  Jairus was 

humble and at the same time had unwavering faith.  Consequently his daughter was 

raised from the dead.  You too can have unwavering faith in Jesus so as to attain the 

resurrection of the dead and live with Him eternally. 

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity 

to someone with a chronic disease of sin to come to Jesus by faith and not be afraid of 

the crowd.  Do not allow the crowd to ever rob you of your blessings.  Moreover, you 

will be cure of your chronic disease of sin if you reach out in faith to have a personal 

relationship with Jesus.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have 

already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship 

and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors from 
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pleasing the crowds, you too we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be 

reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for 

a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of 

salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to 

consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, 

we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and 

Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that 

you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been 

given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, 

rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Paise 

Team leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

November 16, 2008   Healing Two Blind men       Matthew 9: 27-31  

 This is our Fifteenth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF 

JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing Two Blind men”.  And it is just good to 

always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs there is a purpose.   

 Accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to 

suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. 

The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  

 This Fifteenth miracle we shall focus on today took place Capernaum the 

Headquarters of Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee.   It occurred after the raising of Jairus 

only daughter from the dead. 

 Thus the text for the day reads, “As Jesus went on from there, two blind men 

followed him, calling out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!"  When he had gone 

indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, "Do you believe that I am 

able to do this?"  "Yes, Lord," they replied.   Then he touched their eyes and said, 

"According to your faith will it be done to you"; and their sight was restored. Jesus 

warned them sternly, "See that no one knows about this."  But they went out and 

spread the news about him all over that region.” (Matthew 9:27-31).    

 Sight is precious and important to everyone.  Without sight it is very difficult to 

appreciate the beauty of God’s creation and architecture.  These two blind men so 

much wanted their sights to be restored that they followed Jesus from Jairus’ house 

pleading with him to be merciful on them.  The crowd could not stop or discourage 

them.  They kept following Jesus until He had gone indoors.  Eventually Jesus had to 

ask them: “Do you believe I can restore your sight?”  With enthusiasm they answered 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


 13 

emphatically, “Yes, Lord”.  Then Jesus touched their eyes and said, “According to 

your faith will it be done to you”; and their sight was restored.  But Jesus warned 

them sternly to ensure that no one knows about this.  But they were disobedient and 

went out and spread the news about Him all over that region. 

 The significances of this miracle are as follow: 

o This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority to 

restore sight because He is the Creator.  Have you lost your spirit sight?  Why 

not ask Jesus to restore it to you today? 

o Jesus teaches us here to be courageous in seeking our blessings from Him as we 

resist discouragement from the crowd. These blind men followed Jesus until 

their need of sight restoration was met.  Do you follow Jesus half-heartedly and 

get discouraged when the crowd messes with you? 

o Jesus uses various means to minister healing unto us.  Here He touched their 

eyes and their sight was restored.  We must be careful not to put Jesus in a box 

and expect Him to work the same way in all circumstances, conditions and 

situations. 

o Faith is a pre-requisite for receiving your miracle.  Our text informs us that 

Jesus touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith will it be done to 

you"; and their sight was restored. 

o Lastly, this miracle resulted in the two blind men receiving their sights but 

Jesus sternly warned them not to tell anyone what had happened.  Therefore 

be careful not tell everyone of your miracle because some can discourage your 

faith in the miracle that you will not fully experience it.   At the same time 

some miracles are hard to hide from anyone and the crowd will ask you how it 

happened.  This might have been the case with the blind men.  Alternatively, 

they were just too excited about the restoration of their sight that they took the 

risk to tell everyone despite Jesus’ stern warning for them not to do so. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that the 

crowd is dangerous to associate with or listen to because it could cause you to loose 

your faith as well as cause you to sin.  And sin is a chronic disease with no cure until 

you put your faith in Jesus.  The two blind men knew the importance of sight that the 

crowd could not discourage them from following Jesus.  Has sin made you loose your 

spiritual sight and vision?  Only Jesus can restore it.  Also, on this day of celebrating 

the 128
th

 Anniversary I desire to suggest to members of Mt Traveler that we must not 

loose the vision of the founding members.  The only thing that can cause us to loose 

the vision is sin. 

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity 

to someone with a chronic disease of sin to come to Jesus by faith so that their sight 

might be restored.  Do not be afraid of the crowd.  Do not allow the crowd to ever rob 

you of your blessings.  Moreover, you will be cure of your chronic disease of sin if you 

reach out in faith to have a personal relationship with Jesus.  And so, if you are here 

and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t 

you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but 

you are limited in your worship and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of 

your sinful behaviors that please the crowds, you too we invite you to reach out to 

Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or 
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have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s 

love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers 

who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve 

Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  

For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, 

Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached 

and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a 

candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t 

you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

November 23, 2008   Healing The Mute Demoniac     Matthew 9:32-34  

 This is the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day in the United States. This is our 

Sixteenth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our 

focus today is on – “Healing The Mute Demoniac”.  How appropriate is this miracle 

for the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day!  This because many people fail to open 

their mouths to render thanksgiving to God each day.  Perhaps the demon of 

muteness possesses them and this is why they cannot give thanks to God for His 

goodness. 

 In fact, demon possession affects people in different ways.  For instance, the first 

demoniac cases we have discussed so far (the Capernaum and Gerasenes demoniacs) 

indicated they were very vocal but not necessarily in praising or thanking God.  The 

Capernaum demoniac cried out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?   

Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are – the Holy One of God!”  The 

Gerasene demoniac was very scary to be around.  In fact, night and day among the 

tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.  When he saw 

Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of Him.  He shouted at the 

top of his voice, “what do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  

Swear to God that you won’t torture me!”  For Jesus had said to him, “come out of 

this man, you evil spirit!”  The Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  “My name is 

Legion”, he replied, “for we are many”.  However, the demoniac we shall focus on 

today was mute and was only able to speak after Jesus had driven out the demon.  

And, it is just good to always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs 

there is a purpose.   

 Accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to 

suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. 
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The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  

 This Sixteenth miracle we shall focus on today took place at Capernaum, the 

Headquarter of Jesus’ Ministry, in Galilee.  It occurred after the healing of the two 

blind men we considered on last Sunday.  

 Thus the text for the day reads, “While they were going out, a man who was demon-

possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus.  And when the demon was driven 

out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, "Nothing 

like this has ever been seen in Israel."  But the Pharisees said, it is by the prince of 

demons that he drives out demons” (Matthew 9:32-34).    

 Demonic activities are more prevalent in our generation than we ever imagine but it 

is real.  Demons, which are ministering spirits for the Devil, are very active affecting 

and influencing the activities of humans.  Yet many human beings are unaware of 

such.  Sometimes we consider such as personalities.  Sometimes demonic influences 

make us very vocal and intimidating, whereas at other times they make us fearful and 

mute.  In the later case, no matter how much you are encouraged to speak, especially 

in the place of worship, you just won’t but remain silent or mute.  These days, 

demonic influence is very rampant among Christians such that some prefer to remain 

mute or silent rather than speak out for Jesus anywhere.  Thus in today’s text, a man 

who was demon-possessed and mute was brought to Jesus.  When Jesus drove out the 

demon, the man who was mute spoke.  What the demon of muteness does is that it 

ties your tongue when it comes to speaking godly things or when you are in Church.  

However outside godly conversation or out of the church you could be the loudest 

individual.  No wonder you can hear Christians cheer loudest at football stadium or 

other places of entertainment or recreation which do not honor God but remain very 

mute about godly affairs or at Church.  Or how can you explain how we are 

intimidated to participate in worship yet we are the loudest outside worship?  When 

Jesus drove the demon, the man who was mute spoke.  The Church today needs 

deliverance from the demons of muteness so that it can speak out and witness for 

Jesus and render praises and thanksgiving to God.   

 When Jesus drove out the demon from the mute demoniac, he spoke and the text 

informs us that the crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has been seen in 

Israel”.  Yet a fraction of the crowd, namely the Pharisees, said, “It is by the prince of 

demons that He drives out demons”.   How can this be?  Can a house that is divided 

against itself ever stand?  So we can see the folly of the Pharisees in their suggestion 

that Jesus drove out demons by the power of the prince of demons! 

 The significances of this miracle are as follow: 

o This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority 

over demons and power to deliver those possessed by them.   

o Demons are real and do influence people in a variety of ways.  Therefore be 

careful and watch your actions such that demonic forces do not influence them.  

Rather as Christians choose to be influenced by the Holy Spirit in your actions. 

o Demonic influences are what keep us mute in worship experiences and loud 

outside of worship.  However, when Jesus drives out the demons of muteness 

we shall speak for Him and witness to others as well as praise and offer 
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thanksgiving to God Almighty.  Remember everyday is a day of thanksgiving 

because God is good to you on a daily basis. 

o Beware the crowd, especially the one that is always cynical about the miracles 

of God in your life and that would ascribe glory to itself or the devil rather 

than to God for miracles performed.  Don’t ever allow any crowd to ascribe 

glory to the devil instead of God for all the miracles performed in your life.  

And don’t be a Pharisee in your actions either. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that the 

mute demoniac was brought to Jesus who drove the demon then he spoke.  So you 

need to come to Jesus first to deliver you from demonic influences.  You come to Him 

in faith when you accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. Hence we cannot 

conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity to someone with 

a chronic disease of sin that has kept him/her mute from coming to confessing faith in 

Jesus to be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your 

Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already 

said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship and 

outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors due to demonic 

influences, you too we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to 

God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church 

home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, 

true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to 

discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. 

Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a 

Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating 

Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must 

personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  

May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as 

one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

November 30, 2008   Healing A 38 Year Invalid     John 5:5-17   

 This is the Sunday after Thanksgiving Day of 2008 in the United States. This is our 

Seventeenth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our 

focus today is on – “Healing A 38 Year Invalid”.  How appropriate this miracle is for 

the Sunday after Thanksgiving Day!  An invalid is one who is unacceptable or 

worthless.  Sin defined as “Soul’s Internal Non-functionality” causes anybody to 

become unacceptable and worthless before God!  No wonder many people feel they 

are unacceptable or worthless to the society or to God that they fail to offer 
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thanksgiving daily to God their Creator!!  Perhaps they have not had a personal 

encounter with Jesus who can heal them of their infirmities and make them feel 

worthy in the society and with God, and so offer their thanksgiving to God for His 

goodness. 

 The miracles that Jesus performs would always lead to transformation of lives.  The 

greatest miracle is that of salvation through which lives are transformed.  And, it is 

just good to always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs there is a 

purpose.   

 Accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to 

suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. 

The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  

 This Seventeenth miracle we shall focus on today took place at Jerusalem near the 

Sheep Gate by a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda.  Jesus had left 

Capernaum in Galilee for a feast of the Jews holding in Jerusalem.  

 Thus the text for the day reads, “Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a 

feast of the Jews.  Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in 

Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades.  

Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the 

paralyzed and they waited for the moving of the waters.   From time to time an angel 

of the Lord would come down and stir up the waters. The first one into the pool after 

each such disturbance would be cured of whatever disease he had.  One who was 

there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there and 

learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you 

want to get well?"  "Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool 

when the water is stirred.  While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead 

of me."  Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk."  At once the 

man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.  The day on which this took place 

was a Sabbath, and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, "It is the 

Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat."  But he replied, "The man who 

made me well said to me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.'"  So they asked him, "Who is 

this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?"  The man who was healed had no 

idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.  Later 

Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again.  Stop sinning 

or something worse may happen to you."  The man went away and told the Jews that 

it was Jesus who had made him well” (John 5:1-15).    

 Sin is a real chronic disease that can cause you to become invalid – unacceptable or 

worthless to society or God for a long time.  This man was an invalid for 38 long 

years.  He had no one to help him too.  Do you empathize with him because you too 

have been there and have done that and have become invalid for a long time as a 

result of your sin?  The good news I have for you is that Jesus can set you free today 

if you will let Him.  Jesus saw this invalid man lying helplessly by the pool of 

Bethesda and had compassion on him.  Then He asked him, “Do you want to be 

well?”  Instead of responding positively and quickly, the invalid man complained that 

he had no one to help him.  Does it sound like some of us?  We love to complain so 
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much that when someone is offering us help we do not hear or accept it because we 

are busy complaining!  All the same because of His great compassion, Jesus when 

ahead and commanded the invalid to “get up! Pick up your mat and walk”.  Instantly 

the man was cured and he picked up his mat and walked.  He did not know who 

healed as indicated by his responds when asked by the Jews who we seeking to accuse 

Jesus for healing on the Sabbath Day.  Eventually the once invalid came to 

understand that it was Jesus when he met Him another time at the temple.  Jesus 

then reminded him, “See you are well again.  Stop sinning or something worse may 

happen to you”.  The man went away and became a witness for Jesus telling the Jews 

that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

 The significances of this miracle are as follow: 

o This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority 

over sin and the consequent illnesses that sin brings to mankind.  He is Deity 

also because He is the Lord of everyday including the Sabbath Day. 

o Sin defined as “Soul Internal Non-functionality” causes man to become an 

invalid – unacceptable or worthless in the society and before God for a long 

time.  The only remedy is freedom from it through Jesus Christ. 

o Freedom from sin and its consequences is only possible when you have an 

encounter with the compassionate Jesus.  Because Jesus is Deity He came set 

you free on any day that you are willing to say yes to the salvation from sin 

that He offers you. 

o After you have been set free from sin you must always be at the place of 

worship because it is there that you will always meet Deity.  The text for the 

day inform us that the man who was healed had no idea who it was that had 

healed him, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.  Later 

Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again.  Stop 

sinning or something worse may happen to you."  The place to be after you 

have been freed from sin is the Church where you can be nourished and 

mature so as not to return to sin. 

o Do not be bother by the crowd that is trying to find fault with Jesus and the 

day when you got your miracle from Him.  Rather become a witness to such 

about what Jesus has done for you.  Our text for the day concluded, “The man 

went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well”. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that the sin 

is a chronic disease that causes mankind to become invalid – unacceptable and 

worthless before the society and God.  However, Jesus came and had compassion on 

mankind and died, offering salvation free of charge.  For God so loved the world that 

He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as 

your personal Lord and savior. Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience 

without extending an opportunity to someone with a chronic disease of sin that has 

made him/her invalid for a long time from coming to confessing faith in Jesus to be 

saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to 

Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship and outreach to the 

unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to reach 
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out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area 

or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience 

God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other 

believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to 

serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of 

Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing 

Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached 

and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a 

candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t 

you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
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