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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

September 7, 2008  Healing A Leper      Matthew 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45 

 This is our Sixth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  

Our focus today is on – “Healing A Leper”. 

 I hope you now recall that a miracle is the violation of natural laws to suspend them 

permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word 

deity refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) and it is 

significant in this definition of a miracle.  Jesus is deity because He is part of the 

Godhead.  As such, there was always a purpose for each miracle Jesus performed.  

The sixth miracle was performed at the foot of the mountain where Jesus had been 

teaching what we now popularly know as the Sermon on the Mount.  This miracle 

was performed on a leper, the social outcast of Jesus’ time.  For us to understand the 

severity of leprosy its diagnosis and how the priest would pronounce one unclean to 

be a socially outcast you need to revisit Leviticus chapters 13-14.  The priest was also 

in a position to pronounce one cleanse after a quarantine period. 

 In Matthew chapters five through seven, the author describes the Sermon on the 

Mount.  Then chapter eight began with the report on this miracle.  Whereas Mark 

suggested in his report in the preceding verses in Mark chapter one that the miracle 

happened after Jesus had been to a solitary place to pray.  Mark report it thus: “Very 

early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off 

to a solitary place, where he prayed.  Simon and his companions went to look for him, 

and when they found him, they exclaimed: ‘Everyone is looking for you!’  Jesus 

replied, ‘Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there 

also. That is why I have come’.  So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their 

synagogues and driving out demons” (Mark 35-39).  This also suggests that this 

miracle took place in Galilee. 

 It is at this point that the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version, “When he came 

down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him.  A man with leprosy came 

and knelt before him and said, ‘Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean’.  

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  ‘I am willing’, He said. ‘Be clean!’ 

Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.  Then Jesus said to him, ‘See that you don't 

tell anyone. But go; show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, 

as a testimony to them” (Matthew 8:1-4).   Mark’s version reads, “A man with 

leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, ‘If you are willing, you can make 

me clean’.  Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  

‘I am willing’, he said. ‘Be clean!’  Immediately the leprosy left him and he was 

cured.  Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: ‘See that you don't tell 

this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses 

commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them’.  Instead he went out and 

began to talk freely, spreading the news.  As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a 

town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from 

everywhere” (Mark 1:40-45). 
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 The significance of this miracle is that Jesus heals and integrates the socially outcast 

back into the community.  And when He heals the socially outcast, He ensures that 

they realize the importance of worship first before entering into any ministry such as 

evangelism.  However, it is the responsibility of the socially outcast to seek cleansing 

from their sin(s).  When you seek Jesus with your whole heart, you will find Him.  

And when you find Him and plead for cleansing, He will have compassion on you and 

cleanse you. 

 I do not know what type of sin you have committed that it separates you from true 

fellowship with God and man and as a result you feel like a social outcast.  But I have 

news for you: sin is like leprosy and it separates you from fellowshipping with God 

and the community of believers.  Whenever you are separated from fellowship with 

God and man, you will feel lonely.  Loneliness is a deadly disease.  It can destroy 

because it leads to more sin and more separation from God.  And if you don’t repent 

Satan will keep on isolating you that eventually you would be eternally separated 

from God.  But if you will recognize you plight, come to Jesus (like the leper) and 

repent, He will have compassion on you and cleanse you.  Remember, you cannot 

clean yourself before you come to Christ or even be integrated into fellowship with 

the Father, His Son Jesus Christ and other believers.  You need to come to Him just 

as you are like the leper did and plead with Him to cleanse you.  And He will cleanse 

you and integrate you into the community of believers, then show you the proper way 

to worship before you can start ministering.  The proper steps after accepting Jesus is 

to present yourself to the pastor who can guide you into proper worship.  Later on 

you will be ready to serve faithfully and fruitfully.  In Leviticus, it was the priest who 

determined how you are to be quarantined properly after which he will pronounce 

you cleansed or not.  Similarly it is for you to present yourself to the pastor to 

determine whether you have truly repented or not.  When it is determined that you 

have truly repented, then you can engage in ministering.  The reason why there is so 

much mess with church folks and within the Church is because we do not follow the 

proper steps before individuals begin to minister in the Church.  Everyone just does 

what seems right in their own eyes without any regards to the shepherd. Therefore let 

me suggest to you that from now onwards, before anyone joins any of the Mt 

Traveler Ministries to begin to minister therein, the coordinators of such a ministry 

needs to ask the individual to report to the shepherd of Mt Traveler first.  And for all 

of you in our various ministries already, I need to have a talk with each one of you to 

determine whether you are ready to minister in such a ministry or not.  In fact, from 

now onwards any new member or returning member needs to go through the 

membership class first, after which they will meet with the shepherd of this church 

before engaging in ministering.  This will get us into the proper ministering spirit.   

 The text informed us that when Jesus told the leper to be clean, “immediately the 

leprosy left him and he was cured.  Jesus sent him away at once with a strong 

warning: ‘See that you don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest 

and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to 

them’.  This implies that when you are convicted of sin and you come to Jesus and He 

heals you of sin, you need to report to the Shepherd or pastor first so that you can 

testify and secondly, for the shepherd to instruct you on how to properly worship first 

before you can get engage in ministering. 
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 You see, Jesus came to preach the good news of the Kingdom of God.  The miracles 

He performed help to convince people of His deity, convict them of sin and convert 

them to be His disciple.  This is the same gospel of the Kingdom you have heard 

preached to you today that He came to deliver people from every sin that isolated 

them and deter them from true worship, fellowship and eventually ministering in the 

right spirit.   Grandparents who know this truth ought to teach their grandchildren 

about this too. And so as we conclude this worship experience, I challenge you to 

come to Jesus Christ today and plead with Him like the leper to cleanse you from any 

sin that is deterring from true worship and fellowship with other believers.  But first 

you must acknowledge Jesus Christ as you personal Lord and savior because He has 

authority and power over everything that would deter you from serving Him.   And 

so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior 

today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point 

in your life, but you have not made a total commitment to follow Him and become 

His disciple in the truest sense of it because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you 

too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or 

have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s 

love, deliverance, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers who have made 

total commitment to discipleship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite 

with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with 

Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor 

with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The 

word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you 

come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

September 14, 2008 Healing A Centurion's Servant     Mat. 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10 

 This is our Seventh week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  

Our focus today is on – “Healing A Centurion’s Servant”.  Each miracle that Jesus 

performed had a purpose why it was done. 

 Also, I hope you do recall that a miracle is the violation of natural laws to suspend 

them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The 

word deity refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) and it is 

significant in this definition of a miracle.  Jesus is deity because He is part of the 

Godhead.  The seventh miracle was performed in Capernaum.   

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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 While Matthew places this miracle after the healing of the leper we discussed on last 

Sunday, Luke places it immediately after the Sermon on the Mount.  However, both 

authors agree that the miracle occurred in Capernaum. 

 Thus the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version, “When Jesus had entered 

Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help.  ‘Lord’, he said, ‘my servant 

lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering’.  Jesus said to him, ‘I will go and heal 

him’.  The centurion replied, ‘Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my 

roof.  But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I myself am a man 

under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go’, and he goes; and that 

one, ‘Come’, and he comes.  I say to my servant, ‘Do this’, and he does it.   When 

Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, ‘I tell you the 

truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.  I say to you that many 

will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  But the subjects of the 

kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth’.  Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go! It will be done just as you 

believed it would’.  And his servant was healed at that very hour” (Matthew 8:5-13).   

Luke’s version reads, “When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the 

people, he entered Capernaum.  There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued 

highly, was sick and about to die.  The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders 

of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant.  When they came to 

Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, ‘This man deserves to have you do this, 

because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue’.  So Jesus went with them.   

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, 

don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.  That is 

why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my 

servant will be healed.  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under 

me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes.  I say to my 

servant, 'Do this,' and he does it.  When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and 

turning to the crowd following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great 

faith even in Israel’.  Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and 

found the servant well” (Luke 7:1-10). 

 The significance of this miracle is that humility and faith please Jesus when we come 

to him interceding for the healing of our loved ones.  A Centurion was an officer of 

the Roman government overseeing a hundred soldiers.  He understands orders from 

authority and how to respect them.  He knows how receive orders and how to give 

them and the responses in both cases.   The scriptures admonish Christians to do 

things decently and in order, yet the Church does not know how to respond to 

Christ’s order of authority in the church because everyone in the church desires to be 

in charge.  Therefore the church is in a mess and missing on their miracles from 

Jesus.  The Centurion also understands and knows how to practice love.  Jesus said, if 

you love me you will keep my commandment.  Sometimes I feel the church does not 

understand and know how to practice love.  The Centurion had come to Jesus to 

plead for the servant he valued highly.  Let me ask, who do you value highly and do 

you ever care to go to Jesus and plead on their behalf?  Common sense tells us that it 

is the people we love the most that we value highly; usually those that we respect 
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because of their excellent relationship with us.  I want to suggest to you that the 

Centurion valued this servant highly because of his loyalty to him.  As such he was 

willing to humble himself to go and plead his case before Jesus.  What about us?  

What kinds of relationships do we have with each other in the church? 

 Also, the church ought to love the sinner to intercede on his/her behalf before Jesus 

for healing from the sickness of sin that is paralyzing him/her.  If you are a member 

of God’s household and kingdom your responsibility is to humble yourself before 

God and intercede on behalf of the sinner in faith.  Remember we learned in our 

Sunday Church School this morning that Christians are a community of humility.  

Humility helps your faith to grow and likewise your faith in Deity helps you to 

become more humble.   For, faith is the substance of things hope for the evidence of 

things not seen.  And without faith it is impossible to please Deity.  This is why when 

the Centurion exercised his faith in Jesus’ word,  the scriptures reported that Jesus 

was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I 

have not found such great faith even in Israel’ and healed his servant.  Therefore 

allow me to suggest to you that your faith in Deity will make Him heal your sin sick 

loved ones! 

 However if you are not saved yet, the same attributes of humility and faith are 

required for you to be healed of sin sickness.  You must humble yourself to repent 

and have faith to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  Remember, 

you cannot clean yourself before you come to Christ and become part of His 

household and kingdom.  All you need to do is to humble yourself and come to Him 

just as you are by faith and He will heal you from the sin disease that is paralyzing 

you from true worship and service. 

 And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal 

savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at 

a point in your life, but you have failed to humble yourself and exercise total faith in 

Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be 

reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for 

a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of 

salvation and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to 

discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. 

Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a 

Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating 

Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must 

personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  

May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as 

one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

SEPTEMBER 21, 2008 – Pastor Datiri was on Travel – No synopsis 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

September 28, 2008 Healing A Paralytic     Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:18-26 

 This is our Eighth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  

Our focus today is on – “Healing A Paralytic”.  For every miracle that Jesus 

performed there is a purpose for it.  On last Sunday Rev. Wooley came in to fill in for 

me.  Individuals that I have spoken with said he did a fine job.  My trip was great but 

it is always good to be home.  Now that I am back we shall resume our sermon series 

on the miracles of Jesus. 

 Also, I hope you still remember that a miracle is the violation of natural laws to 

suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. 

The word deity refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) and it 

is significant in this definition of a miracle.  Jesus is deity because He is part of the 

Godhead.  The eighth miracle we shall focus on today also took place at Capernaum, 

the Headquarter of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee.   

 While Matthew places this miracle after Jesus taken a bout, crossed over and came to 

His own town.  Mark said it occurred a few days later when Jesus again entered 

Capernaum.  And Luke said this miracle occurred in a house where Jesus was 

teaching as the Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village of 

Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there.  Putting together what 

these three authors wrote we can agree that the miracle occurred in a house in 

Capernaum that was overcrowded when Jesus had return to His headquarter city 

from ministering elsewhere.  

 Thus the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version, “Jesus stepped into a boat, 

crossed over and came to his own town.  Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying 

on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Take heart, son; your 

sins are forgiven’.  At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, ‘This 

fellow is blaspheming!’  Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, ‘Why do you entertain 

evil thoughts in your hearts?  Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to 

say, 'Get up and walk'?  But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority 

on earth to forgive sins....’  Then he said to the paralytic, ‘Get up, take your mat and 

go home’.  And the man got up and went home.  When the crowd saw this, they were 

filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men” 

(Matthew 9:1-8).  Mark’s version reads, “A few days later, when Jesus again entered 

Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home.  So many gathered that there 

was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them.  Some 

men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.  Since they could not 

get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus 

and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.  

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven’.  

Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, ‘Why does 

this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’  

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their 

hearts, and he said to them, ‘Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to 
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say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up, take your mat and 

walk'?  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins . . . .’ He said to the paralytic, ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home’.  He 

got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone 

and they praised God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!” (Mark 2:1-

12).   Then Luke’s version reads, “One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and 

teachers of the law, who had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and 

Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal 

the sick.  Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the 

house to lay him before Jesus.  When they could not find a way to do this because of 

the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into 

the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, he said, 

‘Friend, your sins are forgiven’.  The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began 

thinking to themselves, ‘Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive 

sins but God alone?’  Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, ‘Why are you 

thinking these things in your hearts?  Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' 

or to say, 'Get up and walk'?  But that you may know that the Son of Man has 

authority on earth to forgive sins....’ He said to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you, get up, 

take your mat and go home’.  Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he 

had been lying on and went home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave 

praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, "We have seen remarkable things 

today” (Luke 5:18-26). 

 Whatever version you read, the significance of this miracle is fivefold: 

o The paralytic man had some good friends who cared about him.  For a friend 

in need is a friend in deed! 

o The friends of this paralytic man had faith in Jesus and that He is the only One 

who can help their friend by healing him.  They also believe that no obstacle 

would deter them from bringing their friend to Jesus to be healed even though 

the house where Jesus was teaching and healing was already overcrowded.  Dr. 

Luke said, One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who 

had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were 

sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.  

Then some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into 

the house to lay him before Jesus.  When they could not find a way to do this 

because of the crowd, they devised another means by going up on the roof, 

opened a hole in the roof  by removing some roof tiles and lowered him on his 

mat into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. When Jesus saw their 

faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven’.   

o This miracle proves that Jesus is deity for only God alone can truly forgive sin.  

Jesus forgives sins when we come to Him in faith.  When Jesus saw the faith of 

the friends of the paralytic man and so also his faith to come to Jesus just as he 

was, Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven’.  The Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, ‘Who is this fellow who 

speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’  Jesus knew what 

they were thinking and asked, ‘Why are you thinking these things in your 

hearts?  Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and 



 8 

walk'?  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins....’ He said to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat 

and go home’.   

o This miracle suggests to us that some illnesses are caused by sins.  Once the sin 

is forgiven, the individual is healed spiritually, emotionally, mentally and 

physically.  But first there has to be faith in Jesus and a desire to come to Him 

to repent and receive forgiveness.  For if we say we have not sinned, the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness! 

o This miracle brought amazement to the crowd and glory and praise to God. 

The paralytic man as well as the friends and the crowd praised and 

worshipped God.  Dr. Luke said, “Immediately he (the paralytic man in 

response to the words of forgiveness and command to rise, take up your mat 

and go home from Jesus) stood up in front of them, took what he had been 

lying on and went home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave praise 

to God. They were filled with awe and said, "We have seen remarkable things 

today”. 

 And so as we conclude this wonderful worship experience, allow me to suggest to you 

that sin will paralyze you from doing the things of God.  You will need some godly 

men or women in your life who care enough about you and who have faith in Christ’s 

power to forgive to bring you to Him for healing.  However you must remember that 

you cannot clean yourself before you come to Christ and become part of His 

household and kingdom.  All you need to do is to humble yourself and come to Him 

just as you are by faith and He will heal you from the sin disease that is paralyzing 

you from true worship and service. 

 And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal 

savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at 

a point in your life, but you have failed to humble yourself and exercise total faith in 

Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be 

reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for 

a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of 

salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to 

consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, 

we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and 

Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that 

you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been 

given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, 

rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir 

leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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