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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

July 5, 2009      The Lost Coin   Luke 15:8–10 

 This is the eighth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are 

thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have 

raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions.  The next three 

sermons will focus on parables on “losses”.  For the eighth sermon in this series, we 

shall focus today on the parable of “The Lost Coin”.  

 Remember the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with 

humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and 

memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down 

years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a 

heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use 

parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables 

in His teachings, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw the crowd to Himself knowing full well as any 

speaker the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry on part of His disciples thereby stirring their minds and 

make them think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form so that it would be easily remembered; 

and later “digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples since there was an increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and 

misrepresent His sayings.   

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of robbers, thieves and burglars! 

 This eighth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told as Jesus 

taught in parables in a prominent Pharisee’s house where He had been invited for a 

banquet.  At that time His opposition was on the rise and His opponents were eager to 

find an occasion to implicate Him and accuse Him of wrong.  At the feast there was 

also a man suffering from dropsy and it was on a Sabbath.  So His enemies were 

watching Him carefully to find fault with Him whether He would heal on the 

Sabbath.  So He taught them in several parables including the parable of the great 
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banquet because one of those at the table with Him had said to Jesus, “Blessed is the 

man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God”.   He also taught in parables 

about the cost of being a disciple.  Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all 

gathering around to hear him.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 

muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."   It was then that Jesus 

told the three parables on losses.  Matthew reports that before Jesus told the three 

parables on lost He made the statement, “The Son of Man came to save what was 

lost”. One of these parables is on the lost coin. 

 Thus the text for the day reads, “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins (which is a 

Greek ten drachmas, each worth about a day's wages) and loses one. Does she not 

light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  And when she 

finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I 

have found my lost coin.'  In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 

presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:8-10).  

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us about what the kingdom of God is like.  It is 

about the passion, dedication and commitment to seek the lost until they are found.  

Such commitment goes out of its way to seek the lost to bring them into the kingdom 

of God.  The commitment involves toiling very diligently until the mission is 

accomplished.  There is no option of giving up and relenting efforts.  This is because 

it takes resources such as personnel, finances, abilities, experience as well as time to 

build redemptive relationship with the lost.  So it is important to realize that the 

Kingdom of God is all about saving the lost and building a household of faith.  

Therefore, I want to challenge Mt Traveler members to wake up to their 

responsibilities and get involve in the business of saving the lost for them to become 

part of the kingdom of God and the household of faith.  When the lost become part of 

the household of faith, there is cause for joy for the soul winner as well as his friends 

and neighbors.  Also, there is rejoicing in the presence of God by angel whenever a 

lost soul or sinner repents and become part of the household of God. Therefore I 

hope you would desire to be one of those causing the angels in the presence of God to 

rejoice as you seek the lost and bring them unto repentance from sin. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

the chronic disease that hinders and deters mankind from becoming part of the 

kingdom of God to have eternal life. Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to 

whosoever would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  For God so 

loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him just as you 

are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly 

repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

 Hence as we conclude this worship experience we extend an opportunity/invitation to 

someone with a chronic disease of sin that hindered and deterred you from coming to 

Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior such that you would be saved.  All you need 

to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith 

in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your 

sins, and you will be saved.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! 

The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you 
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as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

July 12, 2009      The Pearl   Matthew 13:44–46 

 This is the ninth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are 

thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have 

raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For the ninth 

sermon in this series, we shall focus today on the parable of “The Pearl”.  The 

parable of the pearl is to provide with an understanding of God’s kingdom for pearls 

are unique, precious, elegant, valuable and therefore expensive.  

 Remember the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with 

humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and 

memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down 

years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a 

heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use 

parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables 

in His teachings, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later 

“digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and 

misrepresent His sayings.   

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of robbers, thieves and burglars! 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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 This ninth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told as Jesus taught 

in series parables about the kingdom of heaven, some of which He provided the 

meaning to His disciples while others He did not.  He provided the meaning for the 

parables of the Sower and the Weeds but did not for the parables of the hidden 

treasure in the field, the merchant looking for fine pearls and the net.  Whatever the 

case, these parables focused on the kingdom of heaven, which He told as He sat by the 

lake. 

 Thus the text for the day reads, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he 

had and bought that field.  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking 

for fine pearls.  When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything 

he had and bought it.” (Matthew 13:44-46).  

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us how precious and valuable the kingdom of God is 

like.  It is like a hidden treasure in a field that is worth selling all you have to buy it.  

It is so lovely, valuable and precious than any fine pearls that it is worth selling all 

you have to buy it. There is something unique about the way pearls on a lady that 

enhances her beauty and elegance and gives her class. You have to be diligent, 

committed and observant to perceive the value, beauty, elegance and preciousness of 

the kingdom of God. Then you would realize how important it is to invest all that you 

have for the Kingdom of God to save the lost and build this household of faith.  

Therefore, I challenge Mt Traveler members to wake up to their responsibilities and 

recognize the value of the kingdom of God so that you can invest all you have and 

contribute to its growth.  You also need to realize that the only hindrance to this 

effort is sin because sin is like dirt on pearls. Any dirt on pearls messes the beauty, 

elegance, value and preciousness.  Any sin in the household of God, messes the value, 

beauty, elegance and preciousness of the kingdom of God.  Therefore God does not 

allow sinners to be part of His Kingdom unless they have repented and have been 

cleansed in the blood of His only begotten son, Jesus the Christ.  

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

the chronic disease that hinders and deters mankind from becoming part of the 

kingdom of God and to eternal life. Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to 

whosoever would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Just like pure 

pearls are expensive, true salvation is free but very expensive.  It cost God His only 

begotten Son for your salvation to provide you eternal life and entitle you to be part 

of God’s Kingdom.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that 

anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in 

Jesus when you come to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your 

personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your 

forgiveness.   

 Hence as we conclude this worship experience we extend an invitation to anyone with 

the chronic disease of sin that hinders and deters you from coming to Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior to be saved.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your 

heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because 

He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. 

Once you are saved you will know the value and the preciousness of the kingdom of 
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heaven that you would be willing to give your all in exchange for it. Remember it is a 

choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the 

invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for 

baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as 

the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

July 19, 2009 The Mustard Seed  Mat. 13:31-32, Mark 4:30-32, Luke 13:18-19 

 This is the tenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are 

thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have 

raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For the tenth 

sermon in this series, we shall focus today on the parable of “The Mustard Seed”.  

The parable of the Mustard Seed is to provide us with an understanding of God’s 

kingdom as a place of rest (or peace) for the mustard grows to give birds a peaceful 

resting place to perch. 

 Remember the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with 

humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and 

memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down 

years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a 

heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use 

parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables 

in His teachings, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later 

“digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and 

misrepresent His sayings.  

o To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2)  

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of robbers, thieves and burglars! 

 This tenth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told as Jesus taught 

in series of parables about the kingdom of heaven, some of which He provided the 

meaning to His disciples while others He did not.  He provided the meaning for the 

parables of the Sower and the Weeds but did not for the parables of the hidden 

treasure in the field, the merchant looking for fine pearls, the net and others.  

Whatever the case, these parables focused on the kingdom of heaven, which He told 

as He sat by the lake. 

 Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “He told them another parable: 

"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 

field.  Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of 

garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its 

branches."” (Matthew 13:31-32).  Mark’s version reads, “Again he said, "What shall 

we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  It is 

like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  Yet when 

planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches 

that the birds of the air can perch in its shade."” (Mark 4:30-32).  And Luke’s 

version says, “Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I 

compare it to?  It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. 

It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches."” (Luke 

13:18-19). 

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us how the kingdom of God grows, becomes mature 

and provides shelter where there is peace or rest for mankind.  Within the kingdom 

of God repentant sinners find rest.  This is why Jesus would invite sinners and all that 

labor and are heavy laden to come to Him and find rest.  Jesus in Matthew 11:28-30 

has this invitation: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is 

light”.   Therefore, I urge Mt Traveler members to wake up to this invitation by Jesus 

and recognize the value of the kingdom of God so that you can invest your life in 

contributing to its growth.  This growth of the Kingdom begins with your 

commitment in sowing the small seed of faith in lost souls.  This small seed of faith 

then grows and brings sinners to repentance thereby finding peace (rest) in the 

Kingdom.  The local body of Christ, like Mt Traveler is one of the branches where 

sinners should find peace in the kingdom. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

the chronic disease that hinders and deters mankind from becoming part of the 

kingdom of God to have eternal life and rest (peace). Eternal life in the kingdom of 

God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord 

and savior.  Salvation and the peace that comes with it in the kingdom of God are 

free but very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son for your salvation to 
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provide you eternal life and entitle you to be part of God’s Kingdom where there is 

peace.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when 

you come to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord 

and savior by humbly repenting of your sin to receive your forgiveness and peace.  

Paul in Romans 5:1-2 states,” Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the 

hope of the glory of God”. 

 And because there is peace and joy in the hope of the glory of God in the kingdom, we 

cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone 

with the chronic disease of sin that hinders and deters you from coming to Jesus 

Christ to be your Lord and savior to be saved.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus 

into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord 

because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be 

saved. Once you are saved you will know the peace and joy of the kingdom of God. 

Why not heed the invitation of Jesus to come unto Him and have rest (peace) in His 

kingdom? Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has 

been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  

Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

INTRODUCTORY SERMON AT EBENEZER DISTRICT CONGRESS ON CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION  

7-22-09        A Clear Vision and Mission To Stand Firm In The Faith       1Corinth. 16:13-14 

 Please allow me to state upfront that to keep the vision and mission of the Church 

very clear as a Christ Centered District, Ebenezer District must understand that the 

greatest movement ever in human history is the Christian movement.  This 

movement was founded by Jesus Christ using five key relational elements that reach 

deep into the hearts of men to create a connection with them. These five key 

relational elements are worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship, and outreach 

ministry.  This Movement has and will continue to grow because of faith in Jesus 

Christ, His love and completed work on Calvary.  It is by grace that you have been 

saved through faith!  The Christian movement is therefore a faith movement driven 

by love and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore let us stop playing church and 

understand the clear vision and mission of the Church. 

 The purpose of the Church is to be faithful in obeying Christ and fruitful in serving 

Him by understanding that the vision for the Church is to be passionate in saving loss 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


 8 

souls yet compassionate to the sinner with the mission to establish redemptive 

relationships that would make disciples of all nations. The redemptive relationships 

connect loss souls to the Christian movement.  Then the relational elements of 

worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship, and outreach ministry help them 

mature and become disciples who are faithful in obeying the word of God and fruitful 

in serving Him. This is how the Christian movement started and has continued to 

grow.  We cannot afford to drop the baton of this movement in this generation due to 

nonchalant attitude, complacency and/or not having a clear understanding of the 

vision and mission of the Church. 

 The text for the today was addressed to Christians, all those who have joined the 

greatest movement of all times, but specifically to the Christians at Corinth.  The 

Church at Corinth was growing and waxing strong.  It was a church endowed with 

all kinds of spiritual gifts.  Paul wrote two chapters to this Church instructing the 

Christians of this church to understand very clearly the vision and mission of the 

Church so that they would employ their spiritual gifts properly, appropriately and 

effectively.  However, sandwiched between these two chapters on spiritual gifts Paul 

devoted a Chapter on love.  Why did he do this?  This is because love, when 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, is the driving force of the Christian movement to 

achieve its vision and mission. 

 In 1Corinthians chapter sixteen, where our text for the day is taken, Paul was 

instructing the Church at Corinth to make contribution or collection of money for the 

brethren in Jerusalem who were in need.  It is within this context of expressing love, 

the driving force of the Christian movement, that Paul inserted the verses we have 

taken as the text for today.  The text reads, “Be on your guard (or be alert); stand 

firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong.  Do everything in love” (1 Corinthians 

16:13-14). 

 Let me suggest to you that it is very difficult to stand firm and true to your faith and 

what you believe in and at the same time do everything in love unless you are 

empowered by the Holy Spirit.  This is why Christians need to understand what they 

believe in since the vision and mission of the Christian movement was founded on 

love.  Once this is clear, then Christians would be courageous and strong in 

expressing and exercising their faith.  To stand firm in the faith, Paul enumerated 

four key ingredients: 1) Alertness 2) Courage 3) Strength and 4) Love. 

o Why does the Christian need to be Alert?: It is because you need to be sensitive 

to the prompting or leading of the Holy Spirit for He is the power behind the 

Christian movement.  Otherwise, it is very easy to ignore the Holy Spirit by 

first quenching Him and subsequently grieving Him each time you sin.  Also, 

non-believers need to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit because it is Him that does 

the work of convicting, convincing and converting the sinner into the Christian 

faith.  John wrote in his gospel that when the Holy Spirit comes, He will 

convict the world of sin, of righteous and of judgment.  He will also lead men 

and women, boys and girls to all truth.  What is truth?  Truth is the Word of 

God both written (the Scriptures) and living (Jesus Christ).  It is through 

faithfully obeying the truth that you are saved and then you become fruitful in 

serving him.  Secondly, Christians need to be alert because our adversary the 

devil is prowling around seeking whom he may devour.  Sometimes the devil 
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comes as a roaring lion but other times more dangerously as an angel of light.  

Therefore be alert – be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

o How do you develop Courage?: It is imperative for Christians to have courage 

to stand firm in the faith.  But how do you develop courage?  First you let God 

and let God lead you by the Holy Spirit. Secondly, you become courageous as 

you faithfully obey God’s word because you have been convinced by the 

knowledge of its truth.  Let me put it another way.  When your knowledge base 

is the Truth, it will convince you to make great choices in life and do the right 

things.  The ultimate result is a positive response to continue to obey the word 

without doubt and fear.  This makes you courageous because the knowledge of 

the Truth makes you bold to bear witness to it.  However, you cannot be a 

witness to what you do not truthfully know.  Perhaps this is why many church 

folks do not participate in witnessing for Jesus Christ.  Avoiding the great 

commission of making disciples makes you remain an immature babe in 

Christ.  On the other hand, witnessing, evangelism and making disciples for 

Christ matures you as a Christian that is courageous.  Anytime that you have a 

sound knowledge of an event, you are courageous to testify about it anywhere 

without any fears or reservations.  Christians must be courageous to engage in 

witnessing for Christ because they have the knowledge of the Truth.  

Whenever you have truly tasted of the goodness of Christ, no force on earth 

can stop you from testifying about it.  The woman at the well testified and 

witness to her fellow Samaritans saying, come and see the man who told me all 

I ever did in my life.  He must be the Messiah!  To me that is courage. The man 

born blind who received his sight was courageous when questioned by those 

who did not believe Jesus and desire to discredit Him about who gave him sight 

by calling Jesus all kinds of names.  The blind man’s response was I don’t care 

what you call Him; all I know is that once I was blind but now I can see!  You 

see, submission to the Holy Spirit whom you receive when you were born again 

gives you courage to witness for the Lord.  Also, knowledge of the Truth is 

powerful and when you faithfully obey the truth that you know, it gives you 

courage to testify or be a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Yes, Church folks 

may sing, “you ought to be a witness for the Lord” or “you must be a witness 

for Jesus”, but if you do not know the Lord as your personal Lord and savior, 

you can never be His witness.   

o Why should Christians be strong to stand firm in what they believe?: Strength 

is a quality and character that develops from convictions based on the 

knowledge of the truth of the word of God as you obey it.  These convictions 

provide you with philosophies of life that grant you courage to stand firm in 

what you believe.   Deep convictions derived from the word of God grants you 

strength to withstand temptations to sin when they arise.   And in the Christian 

journey you would definitely be tempted.  Now please understand temptation is 

not sin; it is the yielding to the temptation that is sin.   And if you do not have 

deep convictions rooted in the truth of God, you will yield to temptation easily 

thereby quenching and grieving the Holy Spirit as you sin against Him. 

o Why is love necessary to stand firm in the Faith?: This is because love is the 

proof of true discipleship.  Love is also the driving force of the Christian 
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movement.  This kind of love cannot be attained or experienced unless one has 

been converted.  Actually it is the love of Christ that completes the work of 

conversion and makes those who are obedient to the word of God become 

compliant by the equipping of the Holy Spirit as they mature and bear fruit, 

taking care of God’s flock.  Once one is converted, he develops the kind of love 

called agape love that is of God.  No wonder Jesus Christ after His resurrection 

asked Peter three times whether he loved Him. Each time Peter responded yes 

he did, the Lord would ask him to feed His sheep.  At the third time of 

questioning his love by Jesus Peter was disgusted and answered Jesus 

emphatically that he did love Him.  Then after Jesus asked him to feed His 

sheep, He added when you are converted, encourage the brethren.  The love of 

Jesus Christ is therefore the driving force of the Christian movement as it 

continues to grow with the Holy Spirit empowering it.  Have you truly fallen in 

love with Jesus? If not you will lack the driving force to fully engage in the 

Christian movement.  Therefore to contribute in the growth of the Christian 

movement by standing firm in the faith, you must be alert to the Holy Spirit, 

you must be courageous, you must be strong and you must do everything in 

love. 

 When you have become alert to the Holy Spirit, convinced by Him to be strong and 

courageous to fulfill your Christian obligations, convicted to stop fulfilling the desires 

of the flesh but to love the Lord with all your heart, you would have been converted 

to trust the Lord. Trusting anyone with all your heart is an indication that you have 

falling in love with such a one.  This simply means that you love the individual that 

you trust.  Indeed this is what conversion is all about.  When you trust Jesus Christ as 

Lord and savior, you acquire the agape, God-given, sacrificial kind of love.  This will 

result in you standing firm in the faith and do everything in love as you contribute 

positively to the growth of the Kingdom of God and the Christian movement because 

you have clearly understood the vision and mission of the Church. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease that causes mankind not to do things the Jesus’ way.  We choose 

one aspect of the ingredients for a healthy Church growth while neglecting the others.  

We must resist sin and repent from it then embrace all five aspects of the Jesus way 

for a healthy Church growth.  This is impossible without Jesus Christ being the Lord 

of one’s life. However, whenever Jesus comes into your life, you become a believer, 

gaining the freedom to a newness of life in Jesus Christ and you will begin to see 

things clearly from God’s perspective as you are forgiven, adopted into God’s family 

to belong in God’s kingdom. Actually the kingdom of God becomes alive in you.  If 

the Kingdom of God is in you, you will engage in worship, fellowship, evangelism, 

discipleship, and outreach ministry.  It is therefore very clear that Jesus knows those 

who are His and only His will have eternal life.  You cannot fool Him and so stop 

playing church and become part of the Christian Movement.  Hence you need to 

make a decision to follow Him, remaining a faithful servant along the paths of 

righteousness and He would make you a better citizen of this earth and a great 

ambassador of heaven.  You are also assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the 

salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me with His precious blood through His 

sacrificial death on the cross.  He offers this eternal life free of charge as a gift to you.  
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We pray and hope that you can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this 

moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that 

anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in 

Jesus when you come to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your 

personal Lord and savior in humility repenting of your sin and receiving your 

forgiveness.  

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to 

someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs forgiveness and the savior.  All you 

need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your 

faith in Him that He is Lord, and that died, was buried and rose again and you will 

be saved.  Remember it is a personal choice that you must make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as 

a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why 

don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

July 26, 2009 The Sower  Matthew 13:3–23 Mark 4:1–20 Luke 8:5–15 

 This is the eleventh sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are 

thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have 

raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For the eleventh 

sermon in this series, we shall focus today on the parable of “The Sower”.  The 

parable of the Sower is to provide us with an understanding of God’s kingdom as 

regards to the status of the heart of men as represented by the four types of soils. 

 Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with 

humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and 

memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down 

years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a 

heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use 

parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables 

in His teachings, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later 

“digested” or understood. 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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o To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or 

misrepresent His sayings.  

o To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2)  

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of robbers, thieves and burglars! 

 This eleventh parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told as Jesus 

taught in series of parables about the kingdom of heaven, some of which He provided 

the meaning to His disciples while others He did not.  He provided the meaning for 

the parables of the Sower and the Weeds but did not for the parables of the hidden 

treasure in the field, the merchant looking for fine pearls, the net and others.  

Whatever the case, these parables focused on the kingdom of heaven, which He told 

as He sat by the lake. 

 Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “That same day Jesus went out 

of the house and sat by the lake.  Such large crowds gathered around him that he got 

into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore.  Then he told them 

many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was 

scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some 

fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 

the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 

withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  He who has ears, let him hear."  The 

disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?"  He 

replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to 

you, but not to them.  Whoever has will be given more, and he will have in 

abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  This is 

why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, 

they do not hear or understand.  In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘you will 

be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never 

perceiving.  For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their 

ears, and they have closed their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear 

with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them (Isaiah 

6:9-10).' But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.  

For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see 

but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.  "Listen then to what 

the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in 
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his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.  The one who received the seed that 

fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 

But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution 

comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  The one who received the seed that 

fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and 

the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  But the one who received 

the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."” 

(Matthew 13:1-23).   

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us how the kingdom of God grows, becomes mature 

and produce fruit not arithmetically but geometrically in multiples of hundred, sixty 

and thirty times the original fruit.  This is why the kingdom of God has consistently 

continued to grow.  The faithful in hearing the word of God, understanding it and 

practicing it become mature and fruitful in Kingdom.  You can never become mature 

and bear fruit in the Kingdom of God unless you understand that the purpose of the 

church is to be faithful in obeying the word of God and fruitful in serving Him with a 

vision of passion to witness in deed and word to lost souls and compassionate to 

sinners; and with the mission of going into the world and make disciples of all 

nations.  If you fail to witness, you will remain a babe in Christ but if you witness, 

evangelize, and make disciples you will mature and become fruitful.  This is exactly 

what determines the type of heart in this parable of the sower.  Mt Traveler members 

I challenge you – what type of heart is yours.  Does the word of God find a good place 

in your heart to multiply and bear fruit in disciple making?  Or do you allow Satan to 

steal the word as soon as you hear it?  Maybe you hear the word and receive it with 

joy but the word does not find roots in your heart for lack of understanding or 

because the worries of riches, cares and pleasures of this life choke the word of God 

that you do not become mature and bear fruit in multiples of hundred, sixty and 

thirty.  Every Christian has the ability to bear fruit but to him whom much is given 

much is required that is why the fruit production is hundred, sixty or thirty times.  

This implies all mature Christians will bear fruit but according to their giftedness.  

So don’t be envious or jealous of another Christian; just produce fruit according to 

your giftedness using your SHAPE (Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Ability, Personality and 

Experience).  But let me suggest to you that the only hindrance to fruit bearing is 

disobedience to God’s word leading to unfruitfulness in our service to Him.. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

the chronic disease that hinders and deters mankind from becoming part of the 

kingdom of God to have eternal life and become fruitful. Eternal life in the kingdom 

of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord 

and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free but very expensive.  It cost God 

His only begotten Son for your salvation to provide you eternal life free of charge. 

For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to 

Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by 

humbly repenting of your sin to receive your forgiveness.  But you are saved to serve 

God in His Kingdom and be fruitful.   
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 And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation 

to someone with the chronic disease of sin that desires to be saved and/become 

fruitful.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with 

your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you 

to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to 

understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to understand the purpose, 

vision and mission for the church so that you can be productive and bear fruit in the 

kingdom of God. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word 

has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience 

with the intention to become productive in the kingdom of God.  Why don’t you come 

as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
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