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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

May 3, 2009       Restoring a Severed Ear   Luke 22:45-54 

 It is our Thirty-fifth sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  

Our focus today is on – “Restoring a Severed Ear”.   Jesus was in distress on His way 

to Calvary to carry the sins of the whole world when this miracle occurred. This 

miracle is very relevant for our generation in which many people always think of 

vengeance and tit for tat.  Whereas the scripture admonishes us that vengeance 

belong to God.  And unless one is set free from evil influences, and develops a Christ-

like character he/she cannot be an effective and dedicated disciple and a great 

ambassador for Christ. 

 As we discuss this miracle be mindful that throughout history of mankind the 

miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have 

missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of 

natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention 

involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since 

it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is 

the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places. It is Deity alone that performs 

miracles! 

 This thirty-fifth miracle occurred on Mount of Olive where Jesus usually withdraws 

to pray.  Judas who had betrayed Jesus led a crowd to come and capture Him.  

Amidst the commotion, one of Jesus’ disciples struck the servant of the high priest, 

cutting off his right ear.  Jesus right then restored the ear healing the servant 

instantaneously.  Luke informs us that “Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of 

Olives, and his disciples followed him.  On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray 

that you will not fall into temptation."  He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond 

them, knelt down and prayed,  "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet 

not my will, but yours be done."  An angel from heaven appeared to him and 

strengthened him.  And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat 

was like drops of blood falling to the ground. When he rose from prayer and went 

back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow.  "Why are you 

sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation” 

(Luke 22:39-46). 

 Thus the text for the day reads, “While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and 

the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached 

Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man 

with a kiss?"  When Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, they said, "Lord, 

should we strike with our swords?" And one of them struck the servant of the high 

priest, cutting off his right ear.  But Jesus answered, "No more of this!" And he 

touched the man's ear and healed him.  Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the 

officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, "Am I leading a 

rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the 



 2 

temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when 

darkness reigns” (Luke 22:47-53).   

 This miracle assures us that Jesus cares about those that are hurting and stops to heal 

them from injuries sustained during violence. Violence is very prevalent in our 

generation.  There are so much mass killings and drive-by shootings in the United 

States and many people are hurting as a result.  We must understand that demons 

are real and are behind these violent acts.  Only Deity can step in to heal the hurting 

and stop the violence as He has authority over demons.  Jesus clearly states that He 

was not leading a rebellion.  What He was leading was a revolutionary movement 

driven by love and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Violence does not bring victory to 

sin rather it is love that does.  This same love led Christ to Calvary to redeem man 

who was responsible for His crucifixion.  He gave His life because He knew as Deity 

that the hour had come – “when darkness reigns”.  So He voluntarily gave His life to 

redeem man.  Paul rightly puts in Romans chapter five, that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 The significances of this miracle are as follow: 

o This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He heals the hurts 

that result from violence. 

o Jesus is Deity because only Deity has knowledge of everything including when 

darkness (or evil) reigns. 

o Jesus Christ does not lead rebellions but brings love, forgiveness and peace to 

mankind. 

o Temptations for violence and vengeance will definitely cross our minds, but 

Christians must resist such and remember that vengeance belong to God alone. 

o Christians cannot and must not lead rebellion at all no matter the 

circumstances because we have the character of Christ who does not lead 

rebellions. 

o Christians must love their enemies and take care of their hurts. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease that causes mankind to be violent, seeking vengeance for every 

offense consequently depriving one the freedom to enjoy the newness of life provided 

by Jesus.  However, whenever Jesus comes into your life, you become a believer, 

gaining the freedom to a newness of life in Jesus Christ and then you begin to see 

things clearly from God’s perspective as you are forgiven, adopted into God’s family 

and therefore now belong in God’s kingdom. As you follow Jesus along the paths of 

righteousness, He would make you a better citizen of this earth and a great 

ambassador of heaven.  You are also assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the 

salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me with His precious blood through His 

sacrificial death on the cross.  We pray and hope that you too can receive this free gift 

and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world 

that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as 

your personal Lord and savior as you humbly repent of your sin and receive your 

forgiveness.  
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 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity 

and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you 

need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your 

faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.   

o And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal savior, why don’t you come now.   

o And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have 

lost focus on Jesus and have allowed sin to cause you to be violent and/or 

seeking vengeance that you are no longer dedicated to worship, fellowship, 

evangelism, discipleship and outreach ministry thereby becoming unfaithful, 

ineffective and unfruitful in your newness of life in Christ, we invite you to 

reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  If you have been a 

member of this local body of Christ but for some reason you have been away 

from church and desire to come back today, why don’t you come also for us to 

officially welcome you back home? 

o Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, 

where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, 

true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him and become 

fruitful in His Kingdom worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship and 

outreach ministry, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this 

local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with 

Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating 

Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

o  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS  

May 10, 2009       Catching a great number of fish   John 21:4-11 

 It is our Thirty-sixth sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  

Our focus today is on – “Catching a great number of fish”.  This would be the last 

miracle we shall discuss.  Not that we have exhausted all the miracles that Jesus 

performed.  In fact, what we have discussed may just be the tip of the iceberg!  John 

rightly reported “Jesus did many other miraculous signs, in the presence of his 
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disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name” (John 20:30-31).   

 As we discuss this miracle be mindful that throughout history of mankind the 

miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have 

missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of 

natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention 

involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since 

it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is 

the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places. It is Deity alone that performs 

miracles! 

 This thirty-sixth miracle occurred by the sea of Tiberias where Jesus appeared for 

the third time after His resurrection to His disciples.  Jesus had been arrested, 

crucified, died and was buried but arose on the third day.  After He resurrected, He 

appeared to several people but this was the third time to His disciples.  After His 

death, the core of His disciples who were fishermen went back fishing after the 

resurrection.  However, they toiled all night and caught nothing.  John informs us 

“Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias.  It happened 

this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, 

the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.  "I'm going out to fish," 

Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out and got 

into the boat, but that night they caught nothing” (John 21:1-3). 

 Thus the text for the day reads, “Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but 

the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.  He called out to them, "Friends, 

haven't you any fish?"  "No," they answered. He said, "Throw your net on the right 

side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the 

net in because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to 

Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he 

wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the 

water.  The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they 

were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  When they landed, they saw a fire 

of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.  Jesus said to them, "Bring 

some of the fish you have just caught."  Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the 

net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn.  

Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, 

"Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord.  Jesus came, took the bread and gave it 

to them, and did the same with the fish.  This was now the third time Jesus appeared 

to his disciples after he was raised from the dead” (John 21:4-14).   

 This miracle assures us that Jesus cares about those that are needy in providing a 

catch and a breakfast for the disciples who had toiled all without any success. He 

provided for His disciples, just like mothers do care for their families and provide 

meals for their physical needs.  How often has a mother call on her family members 

in the mornings as to inquire whether they had had something to eat!  Here Jesus 

appeared to His disciples early in the morning and inquired, “Friends haven't you 

any fish?” Then He went on to instruct them exactly where to throw their nets to find 
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some, to the right of the boat.  The result of the catch made them realized it was Jesus 

because only Deity could perform such a miracle.  The way mothers are able to come 

up with dishes for us to eat is sometimes miraculous!  Mothers thus remind us of 

Deity who performs miracles.  I also hope that mothers do remind their family 

members of need of knowing Jesus the Lord our provider by their acts of providing 

nutritious meals just as Jesus did to these tired and hungry disciples.  Do you know 

who the Lord is like the disciples did after this miracle? 

  The significances of this miracle are as follow: 

o This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He is the Lord our 

provider because he provided the needs of the disciples in a miraculous 

manner. 

o Jesus is Deity because only Deity has knowledge of everything including 

knowing exactly where the fish would be for the disciples to catch. 

o Jesus Christ love to see you succeed in your profession – remember these 

disciples were fishermen, yet they were getting frustrated because they had 

toiled all night without a catch.  This is when Jesus stepped in to assure them 

He cares. 

o This miracle also assures us that when the Lord is at work in us, no one 

questions it because only Deity can make all things to work together for our 

good. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease that causes mankind not to care for one another consequently 

depriving each other of the freedom to enjoy the newness of life provided by Jesus.  

However, whenever Jesus comes into your life, you become a believer, gaining the 

freedom to a newness of life in Jesus Christ and then you begin to see things clearly 

from God’s perspective as you are forgiven, adopted into God’s family and therefore 

now belong in God’s kingdom. Jesus knows those who are His just like a mother 

knows all her children.  You cannot fool Him and so as you follow Jesus along the 

paths of righteousness, He would make you a better citizen of this earth and a great 

ambassador of heaven.  You are also assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the 

salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me with His precious blood through His 

sacrificial death on the cross.  We pray and hope that you too can receive this free gift 

and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world 

that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as 

your personal Lord and savior as you humbly repent of your sin and receive your 

forgiveness.  

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity 

and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you 

need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your 

faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.   

o And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal savior, why don’t you come now.   

o And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have 

lost focus on Jesus and have allowed sin to cause you to become carefree that 

you are no longer dedicated to worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship 
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and outreach ministry thereby becoming unfaithful, ineffective and unfruitful 

in your newness of life in Christ, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith 

and be reconciled to God today.  If you have been a member of this local body 

of Christ but for some reason you have been away from church and desire to 

come back today, why don’t you come also for us to officially welcome you 

back home? 

o Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, 

where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, 

true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him and become 

fruitful in His Kingdom worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship and 

outreach ministry, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this 

local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with 

Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating 

Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

o  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

May 17, 2009       Drawing in the Net  Matthew 13:47–50 

 Today we begin a new series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are no parables 

in St. John's Gospel. In the Synoptic Gospels, there are thirty-three parables in all; 

but some have raised the number to sixty by including proverbial expressions. For 

our first sermon in this series on the “THE PARABLES OF JESUS”, we shall focus 

today on – “Drawing in the Net”.   

 The Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble 

imagery, each with a single message.  Jesus, for example, likened the Kingdom of God 

to leaven (an image usually meant as corruption) or a mustard seed. Like His 

aphorisms or sayings, Jesus' parables were often surprising and paradoxical.  The 

parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before 

being written down years after Jesus' death.  His parables are sometimes interpreted 

as allegories in Christian tradition and, rarely, in the gospels themselves.  Mark 4:33-

34 and Matthew 13:34-35 repeat that Jesus would only speak to the "crowds" in 

parables, while secretly, in private, explaining everything to his disciples. 

 Why did Jesus use parables in his teaching?  Mark 4:10-12, Matthew 13:10-17 and 

Luke 8:9-10 are passages that offer an explanation as to why Jesus would teach in 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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parables. These verses say that whenever Jesus would go off by himself (away from 

the crowds of followers he attracted) those close to him and the disciples would ask 

about the meaning of the parables. He told them that they had been given the secret 

of the Kingdom of God (a concept commonly called the Messianic Secret), but that 

outsiders did not have this secret, so everything to them is given in parables, never to 

be fully understood, otherwise they might find forgiveness, citing variations of Isaiah 

6:9-10.   Matthew 13:12 adds: "Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an 

abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him." It is a 

saying also found in the Gospel of Mark 4:25, Matthew 25:29 and Luke 8:18, and 

19:26. 

 For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.  

The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and 

spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world.  There were several 

reasons for Jesus to use parables, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw the crowd to Himself knowing full well as any 

speaker the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry on part of His disciples thereby stirring their minds and 

make them think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form so that it would be easily remembered; 

and later “digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples since there was increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and 

misrepresent His sayings.   

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles: 1). Always seek to understand the language of the 

parable.  2). Study and interpret each parable in its context.  3). As a general rule 

Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  Often we make a serious 

mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance 

when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night 

– it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of burglars! 

 This first parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told when Jesus used 

several parables to teach about the kingdom of heaven.  Thus the text for the day 

reads, “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the 

lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the 

shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad 

away.  This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate 

the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 13:47-50).   

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us about the Kingdom of Heaven.  However, unless 

the kingdom of God is in you, you cannot see or enter the kingdom of heaven.  This is 

because a separation between the righteous and the wicked would be done first to 

determine where each would spend eternity.  Anyone who practices righteousness has 

the kingdom of God in them otherwise they would practice wickedness.  The wicked 

cannot see and will not enter the kingdom of heaven. The wicked will be thrown into 
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the lake of fire, also known as the fiery furnace and/or hell, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease that causes mankind to be wicked and consequently depriving him 

from entry into the kingdom of God. However, whenever Jesus comes into your life, 

you become a believer, gaining the freedom to a newness of life in Jesus Christ and 

then you begin to see things clearly from God’s perspective as you are forgiven, 

adopted into God’s family and therefore now belong in God’s kingdom. Actually the 

kingdom of God becomes alive in you.  As such, Jesus knows those who are His and 

only His can enter the kingdom of heaven.  You cannot fool Him. So you have to 

make a decision to follow Him. And as you follow Jesus along the paths of 

righteousness, He would make you a better citizen of this earth and a great 

ambassador of heaven.  You are also assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the 

salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me with His precious blood through His 

sacrificial death on the cross.  We pray and hope that you too can receive this free gift 

and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world 

that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him just as you are but in faith 

and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior as you humbly repent of your sin 

and receive your forgiveness.  

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an 

opportunity/invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  

All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.   

o And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal savior, why don’t you come now.   

o And if you have already said yes to Jesus at some point in your life, but you 

have lost focus on Jesus and have allowed sin to cause you to become wicked 

and no longer dedicated to worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship and 

outreach ministry thereby becoming unfaithful, ineffective and unfruitful in 

your newness of life in Christ, we invite as well as urge you to reach out to 

Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  If you have been a member of 

this local body of Christ but for some reason you have been away from church 

but now desire to come back today, why don’t you come also for us to officially 

welcome you back home? 

o Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, 

where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, 

true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him and become 

fruitful in His Kingdom through worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship 

and outreach ministry, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with 

this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with 

Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating 

Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

o  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 
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either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

May 24, 2009       Laborers in the Vineyard  Matthew 20:1–16 

 This is the second sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are 

thirty-three parables in all in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the 

number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions.  For the second sermon in 

this series on the “THE PARABLES OF JESUS”, we shall focus today on – 

“Laborers in the Vineyard”.   

 Please keep in mind that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, 

often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple 

and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before being written down 

years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story with a heavenly 

significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use parables in his teaching.  In 

fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of 

which include:  

o To attract attention and draw the crowd to Himself knowing full well as any 

speaker the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry on part of His disciples thereby stirring their minds and 

make them think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form so that it would be easily remembered; 

and later “digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples since there was increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and 

misrepresent His sayings.   

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of thieves, robbers or burglars! 

 This second parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told in the region 

of Judea after Jesus had left Galilee.  While in that region some Pharisees came to 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and 

every reason?"  "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 

'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father 

and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?  So they are 

no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not 

separate."  "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a 

certificate of divorce and send her away?"  Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to 

divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the 

beginning.  I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 

unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery."  The disciples said to 

him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry."  

Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been 

given.  For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made 

that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of 

heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.  As He was completing this 

teaching, little children were brought to Jesus for Him to place His hands on them 

and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  Jesus said, 

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these."  When he had placed his hands on them, he went on 

from there (Matthew 19:1-15). 

 Then a rich young man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must 

I do to get eternal life?"  "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. 

"There is only ‘One’ (meaning God) who is good.  If you want to enter life, obey the 

commandments." "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, " 'Do not murder, 

do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father 

and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'"  "All these I have kept," the 

young man said. "What do I still lack?" Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, 

go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 

Then come, follow me." When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because 

he had great wealth.  Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God." When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who 

then can be saved?"  Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, 

but with God all things are possible."  Peter answered him, "We have left everything 

to follow you! What then will there be for us?"  

 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of 

Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a 

hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.  But many who are first will be 

last, and many who are last will be first (Matthew 19:16-30).   

 At this juncture, it suffices to say that Jesus used several parables to teach about the 

kingdom of heaven.  Thus the text for the day reads, “For the kingdom of heaven is 

like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his 

vineyard.  He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his 
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vineyard.  "About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the 

marketplace doing nothing.  He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, 

and I will pay you whatever is right.'  So they went.  "He went out again about the 

sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing.  About the eleventh hour he 

went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, 'Why have you been 

standing here all day long doing nothing?' "Because no one has hired us,' they 

answered.  "He said to them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard.'  "When evening 

came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers and pay them 

their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.'  "The 

workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius.  

So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one 

of them also received a denarius.  When they received it, they began to grumble 

against the landowner.  'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they 

said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work 

and the heat of the day.'  "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being 

unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want 

to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you.  Don't I have the right to 

do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?'  

"So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” (Matthew 20:1-16).   

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us about the Kingdom of Heaven.  However, unless 

the kingdom of God is in you, you cannot see or enter the kingdom of heaven.  This is 

because a separation between the grateful and the ungrateful as well as between the 

faithful and unfaithful workers to determine each one’s reward and where each will 

spend eternity.  It does not matter how long you have been working in the vineyard 

only the grateful and faithful workers will be rewarded with eternal life.  The 

Christian race is not for the switch or the strong but for those who endure faithfully 

in the vineyard of God. Therefore be careful how you run this Christian race because 

the reward is the same – eternal life. And don’t put yourself in a position to fulfill 

Jesus’ saying that the last will be the first, and the last first.  Don’t be judgmental 

towards God’s generosity towards all mankind that would be employed in the 

vineyard of God that you will be envious because we are all getting the same reward –

eternal life.  

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease that causes mankind to be envious of God’s generous love and give 

of eternal life and consequently depriving many from entering the kingdom of God. 

However, whenever Jesus comes into your life, you become a believer, gaining the 

freedom to a newness of life in Jesus Christ and then you begin to see things clearly 

from God’s perspective as you are forgiven, adopted into God’s family and therefore 

now belong in God’s kingdom. Actually the kingdom of God becomes alive in you.  As 

such, Jesus knows those who are His and only His can have eternal life.  You cannot 

fool Him. So you have to make a decision to follow Him. And as you follow Jesus 

along the paths of righteousness and without any envy or jealousy, He would make 

you a better citizen of this earth and a great ambassador of heaven.  You are also 

assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus purchased for you and 

me with His precious blood through His sacrificial death on the cross.  We pray and 

hope that you too can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this moment 



 12 

and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone 

who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus 

when you come to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal 

Lord and savior as you humbly repent of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an 

opportunity/invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  

All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.   

o And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal savior, why don’t you come now.   

o And if you have already said yes to Jesus at some point in your life, but you 

have lost focus on Jesus and have allowed sin to cause you to become envious 

or jealous of other Christians that you are no longer dedicated to worship, 

fellowship, evangelism, discipleship and outreach ministry thereby becoming 

unfaithful, ineffective and unfruitful in your newness of life in Christ, we invite 

as well as urge you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God 

today.  If you have been a member of this local body of Christ but for some 

reasons you have been away from church but now desire to come back today 

because you understand our reward is the same (i.e. eternal life), why don’t 

you come also for us to officially welcome you back home? 

o Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, 

where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, 

true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him and become 

fruitful in His Kingdom through worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship 

and outreach ministry in His Vineyard, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler 

and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring 

Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and 

Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

o  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

May 31, 2009       The Faithful Servant  Luke 12:35–48 

 This is the third sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are 

thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in all in the synoptic Gospels, although some 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions.  For the 

third sermon in this series on the “THE PARABLES OF JESUS”, we shall focus 

today on – “The Faithful Servant”.   

 Remember the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with 

humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and 

memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before being written down years 

after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a 

heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use 

parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables 

in His teachings, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw the crowd to Himself knowing full well as any 

speaker the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry on part of His disciples thereby stirring their minds and 

make them think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form so that it would be easily remembered; 

and later “digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples since there was an increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and 

misrepresent His sayings.   

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of robbers, thieves and burglars! 

 This third parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told in a Pharisee’s 

place after he had invited Jesus to dinner. Prior to this invitation Jesus had finished 

praying one day in a certain place and His disciples came and asked Him to teach 

them how to pray. Of course, He did.  Afterwards He healed and performed various 

miracles.  Then He rebuked the crowd that was following Him saying, “This is a 

wicked generation” because it was seeking miraculous signs and some had accused 

Him of driving or casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub, the prince of 

demons.  Following that He taught that the light of the body is the eye and to loose 

your sight results in utter darkness.  Afterwards He pronounced several woes to the 

Pharisees.  He then continued to teach on fear and worries of the future, dangers of 

hypocrisy and watchfulness of a steward to the great crowd that had now gathered to 

hear Him. He continued to teach the crowd in parables.   

 Thus the text for the day reads, “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps 

burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that 
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when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.  It will be 

good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you 

the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will 

come and wait on them.  It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 

ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night.  But understand 

this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into.  You also must be ready, because the Son 

of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."  Peter asked, "Lord, are 

you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?"  The Lord answered, "Who then is the 

faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give 

them their food allowance at the proper time?  It will be good for that servant whom 

the master finds doing so when he returns.  I tell you the truth, he will put him in 

charge of all his possessions.  But suppose the servant says to himself, 'My master is 

taking a long time in coming,' and he then begins to beat the menservants and 

maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk.  The master of that servant will 

come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will 

cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.  "That servant who 

knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants 

will be beaten with many blows.  But the one who does not know and does things 

deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been 

given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with 

much, much more will be asked.” (Luke 12:35-48).   

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us that it is a requirement for a servant to be found 

to be faithful regardless of the magnitude of his responsibilities.  This is because your 

master can demand accountability from you at any moment.  This parable also 

teaches that the second coming of Jesus will be sudden and without warning like a 

thief in the night and it is then that you will be required to give an account of your 

stewardship.  If you are not prepared because you have been fooling around and not 

diligent, you will be judged accordingly.  So be careful how you treat your fellow 

servants and stewards.  You must be fair and you must be faithful.  

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease that causes mankind to be unfair and unfaithful, thereby remaining 

unprepared to enter the kingdom of God. However, whenever Jesus comes into your 

life, you become a believer, gaining the freedom to a newness of life in Jesus Christ 

and begin to see things clearly from God’s perspective as you are forgiven, adopted 

into God’s family and therefore now belong in God’s kingdom. Actually the kingdom 

of God becomes alive in you.  So, Jesus knows those who are His and only His can 

have eternal life.  You cannot fool Him.  Hence you need to make a decision to follow 

Him, remaining a faithful servant along the paths of righteousness and He would 

make you a better citizen of this earth and a great ambassador of heaven.  You are 

also assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus purchased for you 

and me with His precious blood through His sacrificial death on the cross.  We pray 

and hope that you too can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this 

moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that 

anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in 

Jesus when you come to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your 
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personal Lord and savior as you humbly repent of your sin and receive your 

forgiveness.  

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an 

opportunity/invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  

All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.   

o And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal savior, why don’t you come now.   

o And if you have already said yes to Jesus at some point in your life, but you 

have lost focus on Jesus and have allowed sin to cause you to become an 

unfaithful servant in worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship and 

outreach ministry thereby becoming unfaithful, ineffective and unfruitful in 

your newness of life in Christ, we invite as well as urge you to reach out to 

Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  If you have been a member of 

this local body of Christ but for some reasons you have been away from church 

but now desire to come back today because you understand our reward is the 

same (i.e. eternal life), why don’t you come also for us to officially welcome you 

back home? 

o Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, 

where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, 

true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him and become 

fruitful in His Kingdom as faithful servants through worship, fellowship, 

evangelism, discipleship and outreach ministry in His Vineyard, we invite you 

to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt 

Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, 

Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  

o  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

  

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

SERMON PREACHED AT EBENEZER DISTRICT 5
TH

 SUNDAY WORSHIP  

May 31, 2009        Ingredients For A Balanced Healthy Church Growth       Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35 

 In this generation, many churches are not growing while others have an unhealthy 

imbalanced growth.  Many other local churches are actually dying.  

 For the Church of Jesus Christ to have a balanced healthy growth, it is imperative 

that it has a purpose, vision and mission statements.  Having these statements without 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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practice amounts to nothing but slow death of the local church. However, God –

centered purpose, vision and mission statements will provide guidance as to how the 

Church does things in the Jesus way.  Suppose a local body of Christ has a purpose, 

vision, and mission statements, the key question is how can such a Church accomplish 

its purpose, vision and mission statements?  The sure thing is for the Church to do 

things in the Jesus’ way by employing the five ingredients of worship, fellowship, 

evangelism, discipleship, and outreach ministry that produces a balance healthy 

church growth.  These are the same five ingredients of the Jesus’ movement that 

created a balanced and healthy Church growth employed by Jesus Christ (Himself) 

and then by His disciples in the early first Century Church. To do things the Jesus 

way, requires commitment and dedication using your own SHAPEs (Spiritual gifts, 

Hearts, Abilities, Personalities and Experiences) with love and the Holy Spirit as 

driving forces. Now let us briefly the five ingredients of a balance healthy Church 

growth. 

o Worship: Is how you express your love to God in response to His love toward 

you. It involves praise, prayer, giving (tithes and offerings), etc. – all that is 

included on the Church worship service program. 

o Fellowship: Is getting to know fellow members of the Church as during and 

after worship, the Lord Supper, Family Night, Potlucks, Cookouts, Dinners, 

etc.  Fellowship and knowing each other builds trust of members of the local 

body of Christ to confide in each other. 

o Evangelism: Is telling and sharing your stories of salvation and witnessing to 

the unsaved through your words and deeds.  We share the Good News of 

salvation with them in love and the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the 

results to God knowing full well that it only God can convince, convict and 

convert a person and not you. 

o Discipleship: Is the equipping of those who have been converted and are now 

believers in the Lord Jesus so that they can mature and bear fruit.  This helps 

the congregation that has emerged from the crowd of the community, into the 

committed and core members of the Church. 

o Outreach Ministry: Is reaching out to minister to the community through 

meeting various human needs thereby creating an awareness of the presence of 

God and His goodness. 

 We are not re-inventing these five facets of a balanced healthy church growth. This 

was the Jesus way of growing His movement later known as the Church. Ebenezer 

District would do well and benefit if we do things the Jesus’ way.  The disciples in the 

early Church employed it and were quite successful.  Thus the text for the day reads, 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 

and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and 

had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone 

as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 

broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 

God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:42-47).  “All the believers were one in 

heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they 
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shared everything they had.  With great power the apostles continued to testify to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.  There were no 

needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses 

sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it 

was distributed to anyone as he had need.” (Acts 4:32-35).   

 This text contains all the ingredients necessary for a balanced healthy Church 

growth! 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is 

a chronic disease that causes mankind not to do things the Jesus’ way.  We choose 

one aspect of the ingredients for a healthy Church growth while neglecting the others.  

We must resist sin or repent from sin and embrace all five ingredients of the Jesus 

way for a healthy Church growth.  This is impossible without Jesus Christ being the 

Lord of one’s life. However, whenever Jesus comes into your life, you become a 

believer, gaining the freedom to a newness of life in Jesus Christ and you begin to see 

things clearly from God’s perspective as you are forgiven, adopted into God’s family 

and therefore now belong in God’s kingdom. Actually the kingdom of God becomes 

alive in you.  If the Kingdom of God is in you, you will engage in worship, fellowship, 

evangelism, discipleship, and outreach ministry.  It is therefore very clear that Jesus 

knows those who are His and only His will have eternal life.  You cannot fool Him.  

Hence you need to make a decision to follow Him, remaining a faithful servant along 

the paths of righteousness and He would make you a better citizen of this earth and a 

great ambassador of heaven.  You are also assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the 

salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me with His precious blood through His 

sacrificial death on the cross.  He offers this eternal life free of charge as a gift to you.  

We pray and hope that you can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this 

moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that 

anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in 

Jesus when you come to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your 

personal Lord and savior as you humbly repent of your sin and receive your 

forgiveness.  

 Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an 

opportunity/invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  

All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.   

o And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal savior, why don’t you come now.   

o And if you have already said yes to Jesus at some point in your life, but you 

have lost focus on Jesus and have allowed sin to cause you to become an 

unfaithful servant in worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship and 

outreach ministry thereby becoming unfaithful, ineffective and unfruitful in 

your newness of life in Christ, we invite you as well and urge you to reach out 

to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.   

o Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, 

where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, 

true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total 

commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him and become 



 18 

fruitful in His Kingdom as faithful servants through worship, fellowship, 

evangelism, discipleship and outreach ministry, we invite you to consider one 

of the local churches in the Ebenezer District be this district is one that 

embraces the Jesus way of doing things.  

o  Remember it is a personal choice that you must make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come 

either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org

