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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

January 3, 2010  The Barren Fig Tree  Luke 13:6–9 

 This is the Thirty-second sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There 

are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have 

raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Thirty-

second sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Barren Fig Tree”.  

The parable of The Barren Fig Tree teaches us about how to interpret this present 

time; appreciate God’s present grace; and that hypocrisy leads to unfruitfulness, and 

without repentance there would be judgment. 

 Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with 

humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and 

memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down 

years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a 

heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables 

in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His 

teachings, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later 

“digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or 

misrepresent His sayings.  

o To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2)  

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of robbers, thieves and burglars! 

 The context of this Thirty-second parable of Jesus is that He was teaching on the end 

times, hypocrisy, repentance and mercy as large crowds followed Him.  He said to the 

crowd: "When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'It's going to 

rain,' and it does.  And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It's going to be hot,' and 

it is.  Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. 

How is it that you don't know how to interpret this present time?  "Why don't you 
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judge for yourselves what is right?  As you are going with your adversary to the 

magistrate, try hard to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the 

judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into 

prison. 59I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny."  Now 

there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  Jesus answered, "Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 

way?  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.  Or those eighteen 

who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty 

than all the others living in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 

will all perish." And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple” (Luke 12:54-13:5).  Then immediately following these teachings, Jesus told 

the parable of The Barren Fig Tree to teach about God’s present grace, the events of 

the end times and how to interpret them as well as that hypocrisy leads to 

unfruitfulness, and without repentance judgment follows. 

 Thus the text for today reads, “Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, 

planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any.  So 

he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been 

coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why 

should it use up the soil?'   "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, 

and I'll dig around it and fertilize it.  If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it 

down.'” (Luke 13:6–8). 

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us that taken God’s present grace for granted is 

responsible for the hypocrisy practiced in the Church and it leads to unfruitfulness in 

the Church.  Unless the church realizes this and repents, God’s judgment is forth 

coming.  Hypocrisy is sin.  And, of course, sin has its consequence – the wages of sin is 

death (eternal separation from God). 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is 

what prevents you from unfruitful to God and becoming part of His kingdom to have 

eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to 

whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, 

salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only 

begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal 

life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone 

who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus 

when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and 

accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and 

receive your forgiveness.   

 Therefore, we are extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin 

that prevents you from productiveness in the Kingdom of God because of hypocrisy.  

All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then 

confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose 

again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved 

you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to always count 

your cost before making life’s decisions.  Remember it is a choice that you must 
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personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  

May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, 

rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir 

leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS  

January 10, 2010    The Guests   Luke 14:7–15 

 This is the Thirty-third and final sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  

There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although 

some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For 

this Thirty-third sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Guests”.  

The parable of The Guests teaches us humility, especially if you have been invited to 

be a guest at a wedding feast and about generosity and unselfishness in given 

invitation to the banquet you are hosting. 

 Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with 

humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and 

memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down 

years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, 

profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art 

in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by 

the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a 

heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables 

in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His 

teachings, some of which include:  

o To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories. 

o To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think. 

o To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later 

“digested” or understood. 

o To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased 

opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or 

misrepresent His sayings.  

o To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2)  

 Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor 

to apply the following principles:  

o 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.   

o 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.   

o 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.   

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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 Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these 

parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will 

be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the 

company of robbers, thieves and burglars! 

 The context of this Thirty-third parable of Jesus is that “One Sabbath, when Jesus 

went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.  

There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy.  Jesus asked the Pharisees 

and experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?"  But they 

remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away.  Then 

he asked them, "If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath 

day, will you not immediately pull him out?"  And they had nothing to say” (Luke 

14:1-5).  Then immediately following these teachings, Jesus told the parable of The 

Guests to teach about humility, generosity and unselfishness. 

 Thus the text for today reads, “When he noticed how the guests picked the places of 

honor at the table, he told them this parable: "When someone invites you to a 

wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than 

you may have been invited.  If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say 

to you, 'Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least 

important place.  But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your 

host comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be 

honored in the presence of all your fellow guests.  For everyone who exalts himself 

will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  Then Jesus said to his 

host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers 

or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you 

will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 

the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid 

at the resurrection of the righteous.” (Luke 14:7–14). 

 This parable of Jesus is teaching us about humility and how we conduct ourselves 

when invited to a wedding feast or any important occasion.  The human race has 

been invited to the wedding feast of the kingdom of God.  It is folly not to humble 

yourself and to think you are the most significant guest because you might not be.  

And when you give a banquet, do not be selfish to invite only those who can repay 

you but rather invite those that cannot repay you for then you will be repaid at the 

resurrection with righteousness.  Selfishness is sin and so also is pride. Sin has its 

consequence – the wages of sin is death (eternal separation from God). 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is 

what prevents you from having the right relationship with God and becoming part of 

His kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of 

God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord 

and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It 

cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and 

provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His 

only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  

You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are 
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but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of 

your sin and receive your forgiveness.   

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin 

that prevents you from righteousness to become part of God’s kingdom.  All you need 

to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to 

be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to 

understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to always be humble and 

unselfish.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has 

been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly 

come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev Chris Johns, Associate Minister 

STEWARDHIP  

January 17, 2010   Sowing Generously   II Corinthians 9: 6-11 

1. Pray / Acknowledgment 

A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends  

2.  II Corinthians 9: 6-11 

V6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 

bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

V7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 

necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

V8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having sufficiency 

in all things, may abound to every good work: 

V9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness 

remaineth for ever. 

V10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and 

multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 

V11 Being enriched in everything to all bountifulness, which causeth through us 

thanksgiving to God.    
 

3.  Story: Great Football Quarterbacks in 2 minute drill. 

 A.  The Player Interview – We pulled our talent together  to win the Victory! 

 B.  Paul shows – How we should give our gifts to be Victorious! 

 

4.  Title: How should we give of ourselves to do the Lords work? 

 

5. 3 Objectives 

 A. How not to give  

 B.  How to give 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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 C.  Plan for giving 

  

6.  How not to give. 

 A. There is giving!  

  1. What’s wrong is the desire to hold back (Last $2) 

 B. Verse 6 – Soweth Sparingly 

 C. Spare my life – Let me keep it, don’t take it from me (Gladiators) 

 

7.  How to give. (Enthusiasm) 

 A.  Soweth Bountifully – Spare no effort, give all effort you can! 

 B.  God did not spare his only Son, he did not hold back, he shared him 

 C. Verse 6 – Our return is in proportion to what is sown 

  1. Compare Exodus 36:6 – Moses stopping people bringing supplies 

  2. Erase just money from mind – Time, Service, Talents, Knowledge 

 

8. Plan for giving 

 A.  Verse 7 – Purposeth in heart – Thought out, no accident, 

  

B.  Think about our circumstances and those we are about to relieve 

  

C.  Grudgingly or necessity – Planning helps us not feel squeezed or forced 

  

D. Plan is to draw our souls to the hungry – Isaiah 58:10 

  1.  New Van – Pick up and minister to people in the church 

  2. New Sanctuary – Minister to the lost and tell of that hope in Christ 

  3.  We draw our souls to hungry through Love. 

  

E.  Verse 8-11 – God is the beginning and end of the giving process. 

  1.  We have no reason to distrust the goodness of Gods power 

   A.  Will increase spiritual and temporal   

  2.  He gives seed (Jobs, talent, knowledge, wisdom) 

  3.  He gives us the ability to sow seed generously in/out of church. 

  4.  He gives harvest afterward so we can reap bountifully in all things 

  5.  Where is the Harvest?  Everything is all in the body. 

 

9.  In conclusion 

 A.  How do I see God?  God is a giver all around! 

  

B.  How can I be a better manager for Jesus so I can offer more of myself? 

  1.  Do I need to get out of debt to offer more of myself? 

   A.  Proverbs 22:7 – Borrower is servant to the lender 

   B.  We are lenders in Christ not borrowers   

  2.  Football illustration battling bills (Power, Gas, Water, Food) 

  

C.  Christian interview:  How did you manage the game against the bills?  I trusted in the 

Lord for the Victory to be a better manager. 

  1. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus. Phil 4:19 

  2.  Casting all your care upon him: for he careth for you. 1 Peter 5:7 

  3.  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Phil 4:13 
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  4.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 

be added unto you.  Matthew 6:33 

 

D.  Thank God for the greatest gift ever in Christ Jesus 

  1.  Grace and Mercy 

  2.  Died for our Sins as the ultimate sacrifice 

  3.  Died for you and me 

  4.  Crucified on the cross and rose up with all power 

  5.  Doors of the church are open / song selection 

   1.  Need a church home, come home 

   2.  Fallen away – come home 

   3.  Repent and be baptized in name of Christ  

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

STEWARDSHIP  

January 24, 2010 Service to God’s People and Gratitude to God    II Corinthians 9:12–15 

 Stewardship is the appropriating of the resources God has bestowed on us for their 

proper use.  Misuse and/or abuse of these resources through misappropriation are 

bad stewardship. 

 Good stewardship involves understanding who we are and whose we are!  That you 

belong to God is paramount in understanding that you are a custodian of what God 

has given you.  

 On last week, Reverend Johns was explicit in stating that good stewardship involves 

first the complete giving of ourselves to God even as he emphasized on how to give 

and how not to give with good planning as a requirement or pre-requisite.  It is 

necessary for you to plan purposefully to give otherwise you will fail to give.  This is 

why the Word says, it is more blessed to give than to receive.  So when you plan to 

give of the resources God has given you, you would definitely sow bountifully or 

generously.  And whosoever sows generously will reap generously knowing that the 

seed to sow does not come from you but it is God that provides it! 

 The context of this subject on Stewardship as a service to God’s people and gratitude 

to God is that Paul was writing the Church at Corinth to emphasize the importance 

of good stewardship.  Good stewardship requires preparation by evaluating how to 

give in order to provide for the work of the ministry.  In our “worship in giving” we 

must be generous as a Church so that the minister or shepherd would not be ashamed 

for the inability to do the work of the ministry due to lack of resources.  And so Paul 

wrote the Church at Corinth thus: “There is no need for me to write to you about this 

service to the saints.  For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting 

about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action.  But I am 

sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not 

prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be.  For if any 

Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything about 

you—would be ashamed of having been so confident.  So I thought it necessary to 

urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the 

generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one 

grudgingly given. Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what 

he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 

a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all 

things at all times; having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As 

it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures 

forever."  Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply 

and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  

You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 

9:1-11).   

 Our good stewardship is indeed a service to supply the needs of God’s people and 

also, it is an expression of gratitude to God for providing for us.  Thus the text for 

today reads, “This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's 

people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the 

service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience 

that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 

sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts 

will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  Thanks be to 

God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:12-15). 

 The only hindrance to good stewardship is ingratitude and selfishness.  To be 

ungrateful or selfish is sin.  Sin has its consequence – the wages of sin is death (eternal 

separation from God). 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is 

what prevents you from becoming a good steward to have the right relationship with 

God and be part of His kingdom to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right 

relationship with God, good stewardship becomes natural to you.   

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin 

that prevents you from becoming a good steward.  All you need to do is to repent of 

your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; 

and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your 

obligation and responsibility to be a good steward because this is the way to meet the 

needs of God’s people and to acknowledge and express your gratitude to God, the 

Supplier of the seed for you to sow generously.  Remember it is a choice that you 

must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been 

given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, 

rededication or as one with Christian experience because good stewardship begins 
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with the giving of one’s self completely to God.  Why don’t you come as the Choir 

leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

STEWARDSHIP  

January 31, 2010  Service to Provide for Ministers     I Corinthians 9:7–18 

 As we conclude this mini-series on Stewardship, we hope that God has increased your 

knowledge on this subject.  We also hope that God will grant you the will power and 

desire to be a doer and not just a hearer of His word. 

 We also hope that you remembered that Stewardship is the appropriating of the 

resources God has bestowed on us for their proper use.  However, the misuse and/or 

abuse of these resources through misappropriations are indications of bad 

stewardship. 

 Good stewardship involves first, understanding who we are and whose we are!  If you 

know that you are a child of God and that you belong to Him, this mere fact aids you 

to understand that you are a custodian of what God has given you.  

 When Reverend Johns started us on this mini-series on Stewardship, he was quite 

explicit in stating that good stewardship involves first, the complete giving of 

ourselves to God.  He emphasized on how to give and how not to give with good 

planning as a requirement or pre-requisite.  It is necessary for you to plan 

purposefully to give otherwise you will fail to give or else you will give grudgingly.  So 

when you plan to give of the resources God has given you, you would definitely sow 

bountifully or generously and cheerfully.  And whosoever sows generously will reap 

generously knowing that the seed to sow does not really come from you per se but it is 

God that provides it! 

 The context of this subject on Stewardship as a service to provide for ministers of 

God is that Paul was writing the Church at Corinth to emphasize the importance of 

good stewardship.  Good stewardship requires preparation by evaluating how to give 

in order to provide for the work of the ministry as well as for those who minister.  In 

our “worship in giving” we must be generous as a Church and give cheerfully 

without grudging so that the minister or shepherd would not be ashamed for the 

inability to do the work of the ministry or support himself and his family adequately 

due to lack of resources.  And so Paul wrote the Church at Corinth to present the 

rights of an apostle or a minister or a shepherd thus: “Am I not free? Am I not an 

apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not the result of my work in the 

Lord?  Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely I am to you! For you 

are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  This is my defense to those who sit in 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org
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judgment on me.  Don't we have the right to food and drink?  Don't we have the right 

to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord's 

brothers and Cephas?  Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living?” (1 

Corinthians 9:1-6).   

 Therefore good stewardship is indeed a service to supply the needs of God’s ministers 

and their families so that they can devote their lives to the work of God and trying to 

work for their livelihood.  Thus the text for today reads, “Who serves as a soldier at 

his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its grapes? Who tends a 

flock and does not drink of the milk?  Do I say this merely from a human point of 

view? Doesn't the Law say the same thing?  For it is written in the Law of Moses: 

"Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain." Is it about oxen that God is 

concerned?  Surely he says this for us, doesn't he? Yes, this was written for us, 

because when the plowman plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in 

the hope of sharing in the harvest.  If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too 

much if we reap a material harvest from you?  If others have this right of support 

from you, shouldn't we have it all the more?  But we did not use this right. On the 

contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ.  Don't you 

know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those 

who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar?  In the same way, the 

Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living 

from the gospel.  But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in 

the hope that you will do such things for me. I would rather die than have anyone 

deprive me of this boast.  Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am 

compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!  If I preach voluntarily, 

I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to 

me. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it 

free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it” (1 Corinthians 9:7-

18). 

 Most missionary Baptist Churches do not support their ministers adequately.  This is 

why most of their pastors work for a living elsewhere in addition to be able meet ends 

needs.  Therefore, these pastors do not have sufficient time to pray, study, and 

prepare messages that will challenge you and enhance your growth to Christian 

maturity and fruitfulness. I hope Mt Traveler members will reevaluate their 

stewardship so that they can become good stewards to support the ministers God has 

given this Church.  It is our plan that as support for the ministry and ministers grows 

through your good stewardship; we will become full time and also, add to this 

ministry a Youth Pastor and an Outreach/Evangelism Minister on the payroll.  The 

main hindrances to good stewardship by church members are ingratitude to God, 

lack of appreciation to the ministers and their work in the ministry, and selfishness 

which are due to sinful nature.  Sin has its consequence – the Word says, “the wages 

of sin is death (eternal separation from God)”. 

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is 

what prevents you from becoming a good steward to have the right relationship with 

God to support His ministry and ministers as a part of His kingdom and those who 

have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship 
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with God, and you are assured of eternal life, good stewardship becomes quite 

natural to you.   

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the 

chronic disease called sin that prevents you from becoming a good steward.  All you 

need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with 

your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to 

be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to 

understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to be a good steward because 

this is the way to meet the needs of God’s ministers and their families so that they can 

devote themselves to prayers, study, and preparations to meet the spiritual needs of 

God’s congregation.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The 

word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you 

humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian 

experience because good stewardship begins with the giving of one’s self completely 

to God.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to 

be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org

