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THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS – THE ATTRIBUTES OF THANKSGIVING 

November 7, 2010     2. Living for Christ        Philippians 1:19-30 

 As we continue the sermon series on THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS – THE 

ATTRIBUTES OF THANKSGIVING, allow me to state that as you 

constantly reflect on your humble beginnings it would always cause you to be 

thankful to God for how far He has brought you through this pilgrim’s 

journey.  Life in itself is problem-solving all the time.  So you cannot avoid 

problems as long as you live.  Your attitude towards life determines your 

fulfillment in it.  Also, this epistle of Philippians makes one aware that for 

unforeseen reason(s) someone or some people in your life actually do certain 

godly things out of jealousy and to inflict pains to you in this pilgrim’s 

journey. To know and to realize this truth is a reason to be thankful.  The 

latitude and motives of other people should never determine your attitude of 

gratitude.  

 Also, the Book of Philippians helps us understand that some people take 

delight in helping others in this pilgrim’s journey whereas others are actually 

out to deter your progress and/or hurt you.  So the state of your 

circumstances, conditions and situations is always dynamic.  As such, your 

perspective of the circumstance, condition or situation that you find yourself 

in does determine your faith to continue in the pilgrim’s journey or not.  As 

a Christian, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ 

that the outcome of your circumstances, condition, and situation would 

glorify God in your body whether by life or by death.  You must always look 

beyond the physical and defy the gravity pulling you out of grace to wallow in 

sin and its attributes.  Paul here did not allow his time of distress under 

house arrest and the motives of why people do things to disrupt his faith and 

his call to minister to others and encourage them along their pilgrim’s 

journey.  He appreciated the prayers of the Philippians and assured them 

that God will not allow him be ashamed.  So Paul was willing to live for 

Christ such that whether by life or death, Christ will be gloried in his body.  

Paul’s goal was to live for Christ.  Thus our focus today is THE 

ATTRIBUTES OF THANKSGIVING – Living for Christ. 

 Living for Christ helps us to appreciate others who help us along our 

pilgrim’s journey and also be thankful to God despite of what is happening to 

us in our different circumstances, conditions and situations. Thus our text for 

today reads, “for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of 

the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my 

deliverance [Or vindication; or salvation].  20 I eagerly expect and hope that 

I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as 



always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For 

to me to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, 

this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 

23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 

better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of 

you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with 

you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.  27 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my 

absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as 

one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those 

who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that 

you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on 

behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since 

you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I 

still have.” (Philippians 1:19-30). 

 In the text of today, Paul again raises the question of motive in what we do. 

He opined: for me to live is Christ and to die is gain; preferring to remain to 

labor fruitfully for the progress and joy in the faith of others.  Christ came to 

live for the progress and joy in the faith of others.  Paul followed his 

example.  It is our turn to do the same. And so MT Traveler members, what 

is your purpose of your living and motive for what you do while living?  Is it 

to increase the progress and joy of others in this pilgrim’s journey and please 

God or is it all about I, me and myself? We must also strive together in unity 

for the faith of the gospel without fearing those who oppose our efforts to live 

for Christ.  We must always remember that it has been granted to us on 

behalf of Christ not only to believe in Him, but to suffer for Him, knowing all 

the brethren all over the whole wide world are going through the same 

struggles that all the saints before us went through.  And so we are to rejoice 

and be glad that it is all for the progress of others along this pilgrim’s journey 

that we suffer for a little while.  Our Suffering as we live for Christ is 

temporary and it would come to an end very soon.  Therefore for me to live 

is Christ and to die is gain!  Hence, always remember that the godly 

relationships that we establish in agape love and righteousness through 

advancing the gospel of Jesus Christ and the progress of others in this 

pilgrim’s journey would always cause us to rejoice, have gratitude, be 

prayerful for one another as well as be thankful to God for our pilgrim’s 

journey even as we await the Lord’s second coming.  And let the church say, 

Amen!   

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you 



that sin is what deprives you from appreciating the godly loving relationships 

we have through Christ.  It is sin also that deprives you from living for 

Christ to ensure the progress of others in this pilgrim’s journey that would 

result in gratitude, thanksgiving and rejoicing that the gospel of Christ is 

advanced.   

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling 

with this chronic disease call sin.  We call on you to repent, and urge you to 

humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and then confess with your mouth 

your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin, and 

you will be saved. Once you are saved it is your obligation and responsibility 

to rejoice that Christ is preached and the gospel is advanced despite the 

motives.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word 

has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as 

you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one 

with Christian experience.  If you have been away from this local body of 

Christ at Mt traveler and you have decided to come back why don’t you also 

come as the Praise Team leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 

Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
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Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns 

THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS – THE ATTRIBUTES OF THANKSGIVING 

 

November 14, 2010  Unity through Humility 
                                

Read: Philippians 2:1-11 

 

INTRODUCTION – Account of Jesus washing feet 
 

1. Why would Jesus do such a dirty task?  

2. Why would Jesus do a slave or servant job? 

 

A. To show our Humility (Paul is appealing) 

 1. Vs 1&2 

         a. Strengthing, consoling, encouraging (our relationship in Christ)  

         b. Whatever incentives in love  

         c. Whatever participation in the Holy Spirit we share. 



    d. Fill up & complete my joy 

  1.  Living in harmony 

       2.  Being of the same mind 

  3.  Having same love 

  4.  Having one mind and one intention 

 

I. Vs 3&4 – Nothing done in strife or vainglory 
 

 A.  It should not be all about me 

  1.  At home 

  2.  On the job 

  3.  In relationships 

  4.  At the church  

  

 B.  We should consider others better than ourselves 

 

C.  We should look out for the interest of others & not just our self. 

 

II. Vs 5-8 Christ was the perfect example (Emptied himself) 
 

A.  Jesus – man – Servant - death on cross 

 1.  He went to extreme to reconcile man back to God. 

 2.  He became like us so we can be like him. 

 

III. Vs 9-11 Jesus humbled himself to the death 
 

A. Wrong – Can feel so good 

B. Don’t do that (Adam Sin & No confession) 

C. What do you know that God does not want in your life? 

 

D.  If my people which are called by my name, shall humble themselves 

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 

hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 2 

Chronicles 7:14 
 

E. Confess our sins to one another and be of one mind in Christ. 

1.  Tell folk I made some mistakes 

 

IV. We serve an awesome God  



 

A. Came down from heaven (Describe) 

B. Took on the form of a servant 

C. Committed no wrong 

D. Went through some trumped up charges 

E. From Judgment hall to judgment hall 

F. Friends walked away from him 

G. People lied on him 

H. Clothed him in a purple robe 

I. Put on a crown of thorns 

J. Crucified him on a cross 

K. But he rose on that third day 

L. God has exalted him 

M. It is at the name of Jesus that every Knee shall bow, of things in 

heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth. 

N. And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  To the 

glory of God the Father. 

O. Jesus humbled himself for you and me.  He wash the feet of Judas who 

even betrayed him. 

P. The doors of the church are open.   
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THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS – THE ATTRIBUTES OF THANKSGIVING 

 

November 21, 2010  Being Stars and Light Bearers 
                                

Read: Philippians 2:12-18 

 

INTRODUCTION – Good Teacher in classroom 
 

1. Why did they leave instructions on the board?  

2. How did the training show in our works/behavior? 

 

A. Work your salvation outwardly (Paul is encouraging) 

  

 1. Continue in his absence Vs 12 

         a. Phil 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 

good work in you will perform (perfect) it until the day of Jesus Christ 



  

         b. Isaiah 40:29-31 he giveth power to the faint and to them that have no 

might he increaseth strength, even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men 

shall utterly fall. But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 

shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 

shall walk, and not faint.  

 

         c. Cultivate & carry out the goal, fully complete 

    d. Work out salvation with fear and trembling 

  1.  Distrust self/depend on God 

       2.  Tenderness of conscience 

  3.  Watchfulness against temptation 

  4.  Timidly shrinking from whatever might offend God. 

  5.  Discredit the name of Christ 

 

I. Vs 13 – Not your strength & not your energy 
 

 A.  God puts it in us to do his good pleasure 

 

II. Vs 14 Don’t complain against God 
 

A.  Don’t question or doubt 

 1.  Thermometer for our attitude 

 2.  Numbers 14:2-4 all the Israelites grumbled against Moses and 

Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in 

Egypt! Or in the dessert! Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to 

let us fall by the sword?  Our wives and children will be taken as plunder.  

Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” And they said to each 

other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”  

 

III. Vs 15 - We are separate from the world 
 

A. Blameless, guiltless, innocent, uncontaminated, Faultless, unrebukable 

 

B. Children of God without blemish(mark) 

 

C. Crooked & wicked generation 

1. Spiritually perverted & perverse 

2. We are in some bad times (Society) 

 



D. Let your light shine (Stars or beacons) 

1.  Example of stars at night 

 

IV. Vs 16 – Offer the word of life to all men 

 

A. Romans 10:17 faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God. 

B. Isaiah 26:3 thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 

on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

C. Christ come I have something to rejoice in 

D. Did not run the race in vain 

E. Did not spend my labor to no purpose 

 

V.  Vs 17 & 18 – Even if my life blood must be poured out 

A.  Glad to die for your faith 

B.  Rejoice with me in doing it 

 

VI.  Jesus is the Light 

 

A.   Crucified him on a cross 

B.   But he rose on that third day 

C.   He left us a comforter (Holy Spirit) 

D.   He Left instructions (Bible) 

E.   We have a work to do while shining 

F.   You might get faint 

G.   You might get weary 

H.   I’m staying on course in this race 

I.   I know there is a reward at the end 

J.   I have fought a good fight 

K.   I have finished the race 

L.   I have kept my faith 

M.   I want him to say well done my good and faithful servant. 
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THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS – THE ATTRIBUTES OF THANKSGIVING 

 

November 28, 2010  Commend and Praise the Faithful 
                                



Read: Philippians 2:19-30 

 

INTRODUCTION – When somebody has back & Value you 
 

1. What does the person value?  

2. What does God value in you? 

3. How is that value measured in terms of success? 

4. How is success measured and what are the components? 

 

 

A. Paul praising two faithful men service  
  

 1. We value our wealth (Status, Achievement) 

 

 2. Timothy and Epaphroditus had a wealth of values 

         a. Phil 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 

good work in you will perform (perfect) it until the day of Jesus Christ 

  

         b. Isaiah 40:29-31 he giveth power to the faint and to them that have no 

might he increaseth strength, even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men 

shall utterly fall. But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 

shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 

shall walk, and not faint.  

 

 3.  To the extent we line up with God’s criteria we will experience peace 

& Joy of life. 

  A.  Don’t – Frustration & disillusionment 

 

I. Vs 19-21 – Compassion (Gods values) 

 

A. Relationships are more valued than things. 

B. No compassion will make you a failure 

C. Paul describe Timothy as a man with compassion 

1. Vs 20 – No man likeminded who will care 

D. Genuinely interested in them. 

 

2. 133 Psalm Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 

to dwell together in Unity!  It is like the precious ointment 

upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s 

beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments:  As the 



dew of Herman and as the dew that descended upon the 

mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing 

even life for evermore. (Preciousness of family unity) 

 

3. Jesus had compassion on the people 

 

4. When we don’t look out we become selfish 

 

 

II. Consistency (God Values) 

 

A.  Timothy proved himself by his actions  

 1.  To prove means to test ones character 

 2.  Timothy’s name in Greek – He honors God 

 

B.  People like tea bags 

 1. You never know how strong they are until you drop them in hot 

water. 

 2.  The lord giveth and the lord taketh away.  Blessed be the 

name of the Lord. 

 

D. Is your private life consistent with public image? 

  1. Psalm 51:9-13, Hide thy face from my sins and blot out all 

mine iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 

spirit within me.  Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy 

Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold 

me with thy free spirit.  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and 

sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

 

III. Cooperation & Commitment (God Values) 
 

A. Vs 25 Epaphroditus called several things 

1. Brother, fellow worker, fellow soldier 

2. He could of quit and almost died 

3. He put the cause of Christ before comfort 

 

B. We refuse not by antagonism 

4. Involvement – Having lack of 

5. The Enemy will attack  

  1.  Walks about like a roaring lion 



3.  How can we say we love God whom we have not seen but hate 

our brother who we see every day?  Bible says he is a liar. 

 

 

IV. Faithful servant with service (God Values) 
 

A. Romans 10:17 faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God. 

B. Isaiah 26:3 thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 

on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

 

VI.  True success is in Christ Jesus 

 

A.   Crucified him on a cross 

B.   But he rose on that third day 

C.   He left us a comforter (Holy Spirit) 

D.   He Left instructions (Bible) 

E.   We have a work to do while shining 

F.   You might get faint 

G.   You might get weary 

H.   I’m staying on course in this race 

I.   I know there is a reward at the end 

J.   I have faught a good fight 

K.   I have finished the race & kept the faith 
 


