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THE BOOK OF JAMES – THE ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION  

September 5, 2010      5. Christian Maturity through Taming the Tongue       

James 3: 1-12 

 As we continue the sermon series on THE BOOK OF JAMES – THE 

ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION let me remind you that the essence of true 

religion embodies building godly relationships based on active faith depicted 

by passion in obeying the Truth of God’s Word and compassion towards 

sinners to build redemptive relationships with them.  The essence of true 

religion actually embodies love, faith and hope with love being the greatest of 

them all.  Faith and hope are the building blocks whereas love is the glue in 

building relationships. No wonder it is usually best to first establish the 

vertical relationship with God from whom you acquire the love to relate 

appropriately in the horizontal relationships.  The vertical relationship with 

God is established through Jesus Christ when we enter into the new covenant 

and become a fully devoted disciple.  Through our devotion as disciples, the 

vertical relationship with God develops as the indwelling Holy Spirit helps us 

to mature and produce the fruit of love – for God is love!  The fruit of love is 

truly the reflection of true religion as it is the reflection of the God in us 

during our maturation process as Christians by taming our tongues.  As such 

another attribute of Christian maturity is the ability to tame the tongue and 

be careful of what you say. Therefore the focus of the sermon today will be 

“Christian Maturity through Taming the Tongue”.  

 The wise man Solomon states in Proverbs 18:21, “The tongue has the power 

of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit”.  In the Gospel of 

Mathew, “Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. 

11What goes into a man's mouth does not make him 'unclean,' but what 

comes out of his mouth that is what makes him 'unclean.' 16"Are you still so 

dull?" Jesus asked them. 17"Don't you see that whatever enters the mouth 

goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18But the things that come 

out of the mouth come from the heart and these make a man 'unclean.' 19For 

out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, 

theft, false testimony, slander. 20These are what make a man 'unclean'; but 

eating with unwashed hands does not make him 'unclean” (Matthew 

15:10-11, 16-20).  The use of the tongue is connected with what is in your 

heart.  There is nothing like a slipping of the tongue.  

 Do you know silence is golden?  There are times to speak and times to 

remain silent. Knowing the difference between these moments demonstrates 

our ability to have wisdom and tame our tongue; and it is the sign of 



Christian maturity. However, many people seem to put their feet in their 

mouths all too often. Silence is a wonderful tool for living when it is applied in 

the right situation. Silence gives us time to think before we speak, and it does 

not introduce a rude interruption in a conversation while others are trying to 

express themselves.  There are some people who are very nervous when 

silence appears. They feel a need and urge to fill the gaps. Obviously the 

silence that is golden is not the kind that makes everyone uncomfortable, but 

rightly used, it has great value. The Bible tells us to be quick to hear but slow 

to speak and slow to take action (James 1:19). It's important for us all to 

remember that sometimes the best thing to say is nothing. Even a fool is 

thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue (Prov. 

17:28). 

 Controlling what you say, when you say it and how you say it is a mark of 

Christian maturity. This is the ability to tame your tongue. Therefore don’t 

be in a hurry to speak as you will be judged by what you say. 

 Thus our text for today reads, “Not many of you should presume to be 

teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged 

more strictly. 2We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in 

what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.   

3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can 

turn the whole animal. 4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so 

large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder 

wherever the pilot wants to go. 5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the 

body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by 

a small spark. 6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of 

the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, 

and is itself set on fire by hell.   7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and 

creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, 8but no 

man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.   9With 

the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who 

have been made in God's likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and 

cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt[a] 

water flow from the same spring? 12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives or 

a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water” (James 

3:1-12). 

 It is hypocritical to say you have faith in God and do not know how to control 

what you say, when you say it, how you say it and to whom you say it.  

Controlling your tongue is a mark of Christian maturity.  Otherwise, when 

you do not control your tongue, it does not represent the righteousness of 

God.  As a result you will also lack the compassionate acts of righteousness.  

It is not a matter of what you say you are but what you do that confirms who 



you are.  The whole thing about your integrity, a quality of Christian 

character rests on how you control your tongue.  Therefore the ability to 

control your tongue is the evidence of your Christian maturity.  And truly, 

this is the essence of true religion, Amen!  

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you 

that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new 

covenant that is based on loving relationships.  It is sin also that encourage 

the practice of talking the talk and not walking the walk of the loving 

relationships of God’s Kingdom.   

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling 

with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s 

Kingdom to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess 

with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose 

again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved 

you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to avoid 

favoritism as a process of maturing in the Christian faith.  Remember it is a 

choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the 

invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as 

a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  

Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 

Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
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THE BOOK OF JAMES – THE ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION 

September 12, 2010 6. Christian Maturity through Understanding the 

Two Kinds of Wisdom  James 3:13-18 

INTRODUCTION – Story of King Solomon (1 Kings)  

 

1. In the Old Testament book of Proverbs, we are encouraged to seek after 

wisdom - Pr 3:13-18; 4:7-9 

 

2. Likewise, in the New Testament we are encouraged to walk with wisdom, 

walk wise not unwise - Ep 5:15-17 

 



3. But in James 3:13-18, we learn that there is more than just one kind of 

wisdom 

 

I. Earthly Wisdom and Godly Wisdom 

 

A.  Godly wisdom is necessary in a teacher (Vs 13) 

  1.  Teacher must show application of the truth 

 1.  One cannot teach what one does not live 

 2.  True wisdom is expressed in daily living 

 3.  Let him show changed life through works 

 4.  Conversation – means behavior or conduct 

 

 A. EARTHLY WISDOM IS NOT FROM ABOVE (Vs 15) 

      1. It is EARTHLY 

         a. Demonic, visible as jealousy & ambition 

         b. Result is evil living and confusion (LAN)  

         c. Earthly Wisdom is foolishness to God - 1 Co 1:20 

      2. Wisdom not displayed from good conduct & 

  meekness.  Natural not spiritual 

3. Effects of envying & strife (Vs 16) 

1. Disorder & every evil practice 

2. Total confusion with strife & gossip 

3. Examples – quire, church programs 

       

   B. Godly WISDOM IS FROM ABOVE (17) 

      1. It is first pure and promotes peace 

      2. It is the opposite of confusion 

3.  Peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy, 

 

II. Fruits of the Two Wisdoms 

 

   A. EARTHLY WISDOM (14,16) 

      1. Full of BITTER ENVY 

      2. Possessing SELF-SEEKING IN THE HEART 

      3. This wisdom has virtues such as: 

         a. Power 

         b. Position 

         c. Privilege 

         d. Prestige 

      4. It was this kind of wisdom... 

         a. That prompted Satan and his angels to rebel against God 

 b. That prompted the disciples to argue over who would be the 

greatest in the kingdom 



 

   B. Godly WISDOM (17) 

      1. It is first PURE 

         a. Above all else, it is true to God's Will 

         b. Not one to compromise truth for the sake of peace 

      2. Then it is PEACEABLE 

         a. Holding firm to the truth, it makes every effort to be at 

peace –  

 cf. Ro 12:18 

         b. For example, speaking the truth in an attitude of love - Ep 

4:15 

      3. Follow those things that make peace & things wherewith one 

may 

 edify another Ro 14:19 

       

CONCLUSION 

 

1. What kind of wisdom do we have? 

   a. If earthly – no effort is necessary 

   b. Just do what the world does, do what feels right 

2.  If Godly wisdom 

 A.  Seek such wisdom from God in prayer 

 B.  Demonstrate wisdom by our conduct 

 

3. Godly wisdom in the word tells me 

 

A. Happy is the man who finds wisdom & the man who gains 

 understanding 

 

B. Count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the 

 testing of your faith produces patience. 

 

C. God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power & of love & of  

sound mind 

 

D.  The Lord is my light & salvation whom shall I fear 

 

D. For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that 

 whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

E. For God did not send his son into the world to condemn the world,  

but that the world through him might be saved. 

 



F. Jesus died for our sins and rose from the grave. 

 

4.  Godly wisdom helps us be more like Christ. 

 A. It helps us with our relationship with God 

 B.  It helps us to avoid sin.    

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling 

with the chronic disease called sin that prevents you from contending for the 

faith.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart 

and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He 

died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. 

Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and 

responsibility to contend for the faith.  Remember it is a choice that you 

must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has 

been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate 

for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the 

Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a 

bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a 

song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 

Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
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THE BOOK OF JAMES – THE ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION  

September 19, 2010       7. Submitting Yourselves to God        James 

4: 1-12 

 As we continue the sermon series on THE BOOK OF JAMES – THE 

ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION let me remind you that the essence of true 

religion embodies building godly relationships based on active faith depicted 

by passion in obeying the Truth of God’s Word and compassion towards 

sinners to build redemptive relationships with them.  The essence of true 

religion actually embodies love, faith and hope with love being the greatest of 

them all.  Faith and hope are the building blocks whereas love is the glue in 

building relationships. The fruit of love is truly the reflection of true religion 

as it is the reflection of the God in us during our maturation process as we 

Christians continually submit ourselves to God and apply the wisdom that is 

from heaven.  As such another attribute of Christian maturity is the ability 

to submit one’s self to God. Therefore the focus of the sermon today will be 

“Christian Maturity through Submitting Yourselves to God”.  

 To submit one’s self to God requires wisdom.  The type of wisdom you 



possess and employ determines your gratitude, attitude and latitude.   Also, 

the type of wisdom you have acquired and practice is the driving force for 

your actions.  James will write, “Who is wise and understanding among you? 

Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes 

from wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15Such "wisdom" does not 

come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16For where 

you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 

practice.    17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 

then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 

impartial and sincere. 18Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of 

righteousness” (James 3:13-18). 

 Thus our text for today reads, “What causes fights and quarrels among you? 

Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? 2You want 

something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you 

want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 

3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that 

you may spend what you get on your pleasures.  4You adulterous people, 

don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone 

who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5Or do 

you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us 

envies intensely?[ Or that God jealously longs for the spirit that he made to 

live in us; or that the Spirit he caused to live in us longs jealously] 6But he 

gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but 

gives grace to the humble."[Proverbs 3:34].  7Submit yourselves, then, to 

God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to God and he 

will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 

you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to 

mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 

he will lift you up.  11Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who 

speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. 

When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 

12There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and 

destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?” (James 4:1-12). 

 Worldly wisdom is self-centered ambition full of envy and jealousy.  It is 

often judgmental. It is just unspiritual, devilish and leads to evil practice.  

Godly wisdom is from heaven.  It is first pure; then peace-loving, 

considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  

Godly wisdom is driven by the attitude of love, a heart of gratitude, and a 

mindset of latitude that has passion and compassion to develop godly 

relationships among other Christians and establish redemptive relationships 



with unbelievers. And truly, this is the essence of true religion, Amen!   

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you 

that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new 

covenant that is based on loving relationships.  It is sin also that encourage 

the practice of worldly wisdom that is devilish, selfish and aims at taking 

advantage of others to gratify self.   

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling 

with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s 

Kingdom to repent of your sin, and humbly accept Jesus into your heart and 

then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died 

and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you 

are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility 

to practice godly wisdom by continually submitting yourself to God as a 

process of maturing in the Christian faith.  Remember it is a choice that you 

must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has 

been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate 

for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t 

you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 

Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
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THE BOOK OF JAMES – THE ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION  

September 26, 2010        8. Stop Boasting        James 4: 

13-17 

 As we continue the sermon series on THE BOOK OF JAMES – THE 

ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION let me remind you that the essence of true 

religion embodies building godly relationships based on active faith depicted 

by passion in obeying the Truth of God’s Word and compassion towards 

sinners to build redemptive relationships with them.  The essence of true 

religion actually embodies love, faith and hope with love being the greatest of 

them all.  Faith and hope are the building blocks whereas love is the glue in 

building relationships. The fruit of love is truly the reflection of true religion 

as it is the reflection of the God in us during our maturation process as we 

humble ourselves, apply the wisdom that is from heaven and stop boasting 

about our tomorrows.  As such another attribute of Christian maturity is the 

ability to submit one’s self to God. Therefore the focus of the sermon today 



will be “Christian Maturity as You Stop Boasting About Tomorrow”.  

 It appears each time God blesses people someone is bound to take the credit 

and begin to boast about it.  What is it that makes so boastful? Some of us 

are so cocky to even boast of our successes in the future.  We think we have it 

all wrapped up and we are smart to handle our affairs.  So we brag about the 

future as if to say we were God.  Whereas we don’t even have the slightest 

clue whether we would still be alive the next moment. 

 Man is foolish and always displays this folly by adhering to his worldly 

wisdom that is unspiritual and makes him think he is in charge and in control 

of his own life.  But Godly wisdom grants one the humility to know that man 

is not in control of anything, including his life and destiny.  In his folly man 

typically boasts of his position, power, and possessions; thinking it is his 

wisdom that has acquired these for him.  And so this has caused James to 

pose this rhetorical question with is answer: “Who is wise and understanding 

among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility 

that comes from godly wisdom” (James 3:13).  Furthermore, the prophet 

Jeremiah warned, “This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast 

of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of 

his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands 

and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and 

righteousness on earth, for in these I delight, declares the LORD” (Jeremiah 

9:23-24). 

 Thus our text for today reads, “Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow 

we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make 

money." 14Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is 

your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

15Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or 

that." 16As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17Anyone, 

then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins” (James 

4:13-17). 

 Being cocky, arrogant, boastful and/or full of pride is not beneficial to any 

person but what it leads to is sin because such boastings deter you from 

building godly relationships with other Christians and redemptive 

relationships with unbelievers.  However, humility that comes from the 

application of godly wisdom helps anyone to boast that he understands and 

knows who God is, that is - He is the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice 

and righteousness on earth.  And truly, this is the essence of true religion, 

Amen!   

 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you 



that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new 

covenant that is based on loving relationships.  It is sin also that is the root 

cause of pride and boastings.  

 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling 

with the chronic disease of sin to repent of it, and humbly accept Jesus Christ 

into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord that 

He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. 

Once you are saved it is your obligation and responsibility to continually 

exhibit humility, the character of Christ as you mature in the Christian faith.  

Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been 

preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you 

humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with 

Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song? 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 

Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 


