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THE EPISTLES OF JOHN – CHRISTIANITY IS ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS 

August 7, 2011     6. God’s Children and Sin  1John 2:28- 3:10 

1. John, the apostle of love, in his epistles presents the “how to build” agape love 

relationships with God and man.  The key is to first establish the essential vertical 

relationship with God who is Light, Love and Life.  The vertical relationship is 

essential and pre-requisite for the horizontal agape relationship with other human 

beings such that the relationships that we develop with others portray whether we 

have any relationship with God or not. 

2. John now in the text of today continues to tell us why he was writing his epistles.  

Specifically in this section John defines sin from the perspective of God’s children.  

First he argued that sin will cause you to forfeit your destiny and eternal life just for 

a momentary gratification of the flesh.  In fact, when my vertical relationship with 

God isn’t right because of sin, it also disconnects me from everyone in my life and 

causes relational distance and discord in both the vertical and horizontal 

relationships.  Also, sin will cause you to be ashamed and lose confidence before 

Jesus at His second coming.  Anyone who anticipates Jesus’ appearance and His 

second coming purifies himself/herself because Jesus is pure and the children of 

God don’t continue to sin deliberately.  Secondly, John then defines sin.  Sin is 

lawlessness because anyone who sins breaks the law.  Jesus is holy and in Him is no 

sin.  The reason for His first coming was to destroy the works of the devil so that 

Children of God would not continue sinning. Therefore no one who is in Christ and 

lives in Him keeps on sinning.  Anyone who keeps sinning has either not seen Him or 

known Him.  If you know Jesus, the Christ, then continue in Him by doing what is 

right. This is how we know who is a child of God or a child of the devil.  A child of 

God does what is right, loving their brother and sister and so is righteous just as 

Jesus is righteous. The children of the devil continue sinning and hate their brothers 

and sisters.  

3. Thus today’s text reads, “And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he 

appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.  29 If you 

know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been 

born of him. 3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 

be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not 

know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, 

and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 

appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope 

in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in 

fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away 

our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one 

who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 7 Dear children, do not let 

anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 

righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has 

been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 

destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because 

God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been 



born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the 

children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not God’s child, 

nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister” (1John 2:28-3:10). 

4. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by 

making the following statements: 

 John identified the children of God as those who have been born of God 

through Jesus Christ and established the vertical relationship of Father 

and child with God and the vertical relationship with other brothers and 

sisters in Christ.   

 Children of God anticipate the return and appearance of Jesus Christ 

thereby purifying themselves because He is pure.  

 Children of God do not habitually practice sin because sin is lawlessness. 

 Children of God must not let anyone lead them astray because anyone 

who does what is right is righteous, just as He (Christ) is righteous.  

 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been 

sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 

destroy the devil’s work and so one who is born of God will continue to 

sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, 

because they have been born of God.  

 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of 

the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor 

is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.  And let the church 

say, “Amen!”  

5  So if you desire to know God and enjoy spiritual fellowship and eternal life with 

Him, Jesus Christ and His Church we invite you to come, repent, and humbly 

accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your 

faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 

shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you 

humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 

6 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 

to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns 

THE EPISTLES OF JOHN – CHRISTIANITY IS ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS 

August 14, 2011      7. More on Love and Hatred  1 John 3:11-24 

 

INTRODUCTION – Loving when it is hard 

 



I. Sometimes it is hard to love  

A. Family don’t do right 

B. People on the job don’t treat you right 

C. Strangers in public cursing you 

D. Relationships go bad – People leave 

E. Friends change on you 

F. Folks in the church cutting up 

G. You are pushed to the end of your rope 

H. Got to love you, love one another 

 

How do I know I am a child of God? 

How do I know I am alive and not dead? 

 

II. VS. 12, Don’t love like Cain 

A. Gen 4:9, Lord said, Where is Abel thy brother? 

B. He said “I know not” (World will Lie on you) 

C. Am I my brother’s keeper  

1. Enviousness, Jealousy, hoping the worst 

2. Matthew 24:12, Because iniquity shall abound the love of many 

shall wax cold. 

 

D. Vs. 14-15, We have changed from death to life 

1. When we love our brothers 

2. Anyone who hates is a murder 

3. How can you hate your brother whom you see, and say you love 

God whom you have not seen. 

 

E. Vs. 16, Real love is sacrificial 

1. Love where we pay the penalty (Driving ex…) 

2. Jesus paid the death penalty 
 



F. Vs. 17-18, Material possessions 

1. See brother in need and can help, help him 

2. If he has no pity how can Gods love be in him. 

3. Let’s not just love with words 

4. Sacrificial – living, giving, helping  
 

G. Vs. 19-22, We assure our hearts before God  
 

1. Fear not, God is with you, Strengthen you, Help you, uphold you, 

when you fall, you shall arise, when you sit in darkness, the lord shall be 

your light, when your enemies attach you, the lord shall protect you, God 

will be your shelter in a time of storm, when you pass through the floods 

of life, God will be with you, when you go through the rivers of problems, 

they will not overflow you, when you walk through the fire of obstacles, 

you will not be burned no flame will come upon you, confidence to 

boldly go to the throne, confidence to know in trying times and say even 

though he slay me, yet will I trust him, the assurance to know that no 

weapon that is formed against you shall prosper. Assurance to know 

that when there is trouble on every side, you are not distressed, you 

may be perplexed, but you are not in despair, you may be persecuted 

but you are not forsaken, you may be cast down but you are not 

destroyed.   
 

2. It leads to positive answers to prayer 
 

H. Vs. 23-24, Believe in the name of Jesus 

1. He is Gods son 

2. Love one another as he commanded us 

3. He who keeps this commandment, Christ is in him and he is in 

Christ.  

4. We know he is in us by the spirit he has given us.  The fruits of the 

spirit. 
   

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 

Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 



THE EPISTLES OF JOHN – CHRISTIANITY IS ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS 

August 21, 2011     8. On Denying the Incarnation  1John 3:24- 4:6 

1. Why is the Incarnation so important? What happens when one denies the 

incarnation? John, the apostle of love, in his epistles gives us the answers that are 

important in the process of “how to build” agape love relationships with God and 

man.  The key is to first establish the essential vertical relationship with God who is 

Light, Love and Life through accepting the Incarnate Christ.  The vertical 

relationship is then essential and a pre-requisite for the horizontal agape 

relationship with other human beings that would proof whether we have any 

relationship with God or not. Denying incarnation therefore inhibits genuine 

relationship building. 

2. The subject of incarnation defines what fallacy is and what is real and truth.  

Incarnation in traditional Christianity is the belief that the second person in the 

Godhead, also known as God the Son or the Logos (Word), "became flesh" when he 

was miraculously conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary as the Spirit of God 

came upon her.  The Incarnation represents the belief that Jesus, who is the non-

created second hypostasis of the triune God, took on a human body and nature and 

became both man and God. In the Bible its clearest teaching is "And the Word 

became flesh, and dwelt among us" (John 1:14).  Thus in the Incarnation, the divine 

nature of the Son was joined but not mixed with human nature in one divine Person, 

Jesus Christ, who was both "truly God and truly man". Incarnation is the truth 

with self evidence of the revelation of God in the flesh whereby His Name is 

Immanuel, meaning God with us.  As such the Incarnation is commemorated and 

celebrated each year at Christmas. 

3. John now in the text of today continues to tell us why he was writing his epistles.  He 

focuses on the seriousness of denying the incarnation.  This is because the text 

reveals that  accepting the incarnation is self evidence proof that you truly know 

God; you are truly a child of God and that God who now lives in you through the 

Holy Spirit helps you to overcome the devil because He is greater than the devil who 

is in the world.  

4. Thus today’s text reads, “3:24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in Him, 

and He in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the 

Spirit He gave us.  4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 

see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit 

that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, 

which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  4 You, dear 

children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore 

speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from 

God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not 

listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood” 

(1John 3:24-4:6). 

5. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by 

making the following statements: 

 John informs us the Incarnation is the Truth with self evidence revelation 



of God in the flesh 

 Incarnation is key in establishing the vertical relationship with God and 

become His children 

 Accepting the Incarnation is proof that you have the Spirit of God in you.  

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 

they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world.  This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but 

every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 

already in the world 

 Accepting Incarnation helps us recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit 

of falsehood. The main reason that the world dislikes us is because we 

have accepted the Incarnation.  They are from the world and therefore 

speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.  We 

are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not 

from God does not listen to us. 

 Finally and most important, because we have accepted the Incarnation, we 

have overcome them that have the spirit of the antichrist, because the one 

who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world.  And let the 

church say, “Amen!”  

6. So if you desire to know God and enjoy spiritual fellowship and eternal life with 

Him, Jesus Christ and His Church we invite you to come, repent, and humbly 

accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your 

faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 

shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you 

humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 

7 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 

to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF JOHN – CHRISTIANITY IS ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS 

August 28, 2011      9. God’s Love and Ours   1John 4:7-21 

 

1. Today we shall attempt to answer the following questions: What is the difference 

between God’s love and ours?  Should there be any difference between God’s love 

and ours if we are truly His children? Why is the subject of love so important? 

What is the ultimate when anyone does not love? John, the apostle of love, in his 

epistles gives us the answers that are important in the process of the “how to build” 

agape love relationships with God and man.  The key is to first establish the 

essential vertical relationship with God who is Light, Love and Life through 

accepting the Incarnate Christ.  The vertical relationship is then essential and a pre-

requisite for the horizontal agape relationship with other human beings that would 

proof whether we have any relationship with God or not. 



2. When we establish the vertical relationship with God, there is no difference between 

His love and ours.  If you are truly a child of God because you have accepted the 

incarnate Christ, there is no distinction between God’s love and yours because 

agape love will radiate from you to reach everyone.  You would be passionate for the 

word (Logos) and compassionate towards lost souls.  Thus you see why the subject 

of love is so important!  Love is God and God is Love.  And if you are a child of God 

then you must exhibit the character and attribute of God.  Love will represent you 

and you will represent love because Love (God) now lives in you and you are His 

ambassador. 

3. John now in the text of today continues to tell us why he was writing his epistles.  He 

focus turns to agape love.  Anyone that is a child of God must represent and exhibit 

love as proof that it is the case.  Otherwise, you cannot represent Him because you 

are none of His. The ultimate is that anyone who does not love cannot have any part 

in God because they are influenced by the evil spirit.  Children of God are able to 

represent God by agape love because of the Holy Spirit that He has given us and 

who now indwells us.  The Holy Spirit is the God in us that empowers you to be like 

God, full of agape love.  This also grants us confidence to face the Day of Judgment 

because love never goes or does wrong.  

4. Thus today’s text, “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love 

does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among 

us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God 

lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  13 This is how we know that we live 

in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify 

that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 

acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love. Whoever lives in 

love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us 

so that we will have confidence on the Day of Judgment: In this world we are like 

Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has 

to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  19 We love 

because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 

sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 

seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this 

command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister” (1John 

4:7-21). 

5. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 

today’s sermon as follows: 

 John informs us that God is love and love is God, and we love God because 

He first loved us 

 Children of God have a vertical relationship with Him that is driven by 

agape love through the Holy Spirit that indwells them 

 Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God, and whoever 

lives in love lives in God, and God in them. Thus children of God live in 



God and God in them as attested by the agape love they possess. 

 Consequently, children of God have confidence about the Day of 

Judgment.  This is because there is no fear in love; rather perfect love 

drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment. 

 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 

whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, 

cannot love God, whom they have not seen.  

 Finally God has given us this command: Anyone who loves God MUST 

also love their brother and sister.    And let the church say, “Amen!”  

6. So if you desire to know God and enjoy spiritual fellowship and eternal life with 

Him, Jesus Christ and His Church we invite you to come, repent, and humbly 

accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your 

faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 

shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you 

humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 

7. And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 

to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

 

 

 


