
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF PETER – THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES  
April 1, 2012      5. Living Godly Lives in a Pagan Society  1Peter 2:11-3:7 

1. Stereotyping is a very common phenomenon among humans.  Your behavior and 
conduct is an indication whether you have subscribed to a particular stereotyping or 
not.  If you do conform to any stereotyping, there are always benefits or 
consequences depending on how such stereotyping is beneficial or detrimental to the 
society.  I am not one who preaches from the newspapers or news releases but from 
the gospel, the good news of the word of God.  However, my experience in this 
country allows me to observe clearly that blacks are often subjected to negative 
stereotyping.  If you conform to these negative stereotyping, you make yourself a 
clown and a fool and a subject of ridicule or undue hard times and even death. I do 
not know exactly know what happened on February 26, 2012 the day that Trayvon 
Martin was shot dead in Florida by George Zimmerman the neighborhood vigilante, 
but it could be he conformed to certain stereotyping.   When you are a stranger in 
any place, you must know how you conduct yourself.  And please do not get me 
wrong, I am not saying that stereotyping conformity should result in death. 
However, conforming to sin always results in spiritual death.  For the wages of sin is 
death.  Christians cannot therefore conform to the stereotyping of this world but be 
transformed by the renewing of their minds.  So that when you are accused wrongly, 
your conduct will proof your accusers wrong and bring glory to God even though 
you may have to suffer or go through some hard times. 

2. So as we continue this series on “The Church and Hard Times” using the Epistles of 
Peter, let me suggest to you that the Church always goes through periods of hard 
times.  These hard times are due to problems and forces outside the Church as well 
as those within.   The problems from the outsides involve persecution and trials 
while those from within involve false teachings, heresies, rebellion and apostasy.  
These hard times will either build or break you depend on your attitudes towards 
them.  It is imperative then to understand the place of order in the kingdom of God 
to have positive attitude towards submission in relationships 

3. So Peter encourages the believers who are going through hard time to be of good 
courage because they have a living hope through Jesus Christ.  Peter further urged 
them to rejoice because they have been born again through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ into a living hope and an inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled and 
does not fade.  We are to rejoice because our salvation is shielded by our faith in 
Jesus Christ.  So as we go through these trials, sufferings and hard times Christians 
are not to “think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing was happening to you” (1Peter 4:12), but to rejoice as partakers 
of the suffering of Christ.  Such trials come to test the genuineness of your faith; 
hence the fruit of your character must be the conduct which is rooted in relational 
submissions like: citizens to government, servants to masters, wives to husbands, 
husbands to wives, and Christian’s one to another.  It is only after submission was 
fully understood that Peter moved into the difficult subject of suffering. Therefore, 
the believers must keep close watch on their personal life because the Christian life 
demands diligence in pursuing moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, 



perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and selfless love.  For the moment you 
understand the need of relational submission in the kingdom of God, your attitude 
towards hard times, trials, temptations and sufferings will be great.   And then 
because of such great attitude, the hard times in themselves will build your faith, 
and make you stronger and a better citizen of the land of your sojourning as well as 
better ambassador of heaven.  So before we can effectively address the issue of 
suffering we must first understand the essence of relational submission to do things 
decently and in order.  Therefore, as foreigners and exiles, Christians as 
ambassadors of Christ must live godly lives among pagans to bring glory to God. 

4. Thus our text for today reads, “Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good 
lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  13 Submit yourselves for 
the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme 
authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong 
and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you 
should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not 
use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect 
to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.  18 Slaves, in 
reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are 
good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if 
someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of 
God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and 
endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable 
before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no 
deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him 
who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we 
might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 
25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  3:1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves 
to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be 
won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity 
and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should not come from outward 
adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine 
clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is the way the holy 
women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They 
submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham 
and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not 
give way to fear.  7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your 
wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of 
the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers” (1Peter 2:11-3:7). 

5. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize it 
as follows: 

• Stereotyping conformity, especially to sinful living is a slippery slope that 



leads to death. 
• As foreigners and exiles, Christians must abstain from sinful desires, 

which wage war against the soul but live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

• Christians must understand relational submission to have a good 
perspective concerning sufferings or hard times.  

• Therefore Christians must live as free people, but do not use the freedom 
as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves by showing proper respect to 
everyone, loving the family of believers, fearing God and honoring the 
emperor. 

• Pure beauty is in the inner man.  It is the unfading beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit; consideration; submission and respect which does not hinder 
prayers.   

• Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in 
his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 
judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that 
we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have 
been healed.  And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
6.  So if you desire to know God and enjoy the status of a child of God to live to please 

and glorify God and not conform to sinful desires we invite you to come, repent, and 
humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with 
your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin 
through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved.  This salvation 
guarantees an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled and which does not fade.  
May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 
 
And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF PETER – THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES  
April 8, 2012      6. Suffering for Doing Good  1Peter 3:8-22 

1. Suffering was the ultimate epitome of Christ’s final week on earth before His 
crucifixion.  As we celebrate Easter it is imperative to reflect on this last week of 
Christ that is sometimes referred to as the Passion Week.  Do you recall how He was 
praised on Palm Sunday as the King of peace riding on a donkey but on Friday 
condemned to the most shameful death on the cross?  Do you recall all the insults 
and beatings he endured? It is in this light that we are focusing on the subject of 
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Suffering for Doing Good.  Jesus our example suffered for doing good.  His death on 
the cross was doing good for us – redeeming us from the power of sin, death and 
Satan by shedding his blood to pay the price.  He was not suffering for being a 
criminal or for doing anything wrong.  He actually made a choice and decision to 
humble Himself from His glorious throne, became a man and suffered the shameful 
death of the cross to pay the price of sin. 

2. So you see there are two types of sufferings.  One is commendable and the other is 
condemnable.  Both sufferings arise from the kind of choices and decisions we make.  
If our minds and hearts are sound and right, we make good choices and decisions; 
otherwise our choices and decisions would be both wicked and crazy.  Suffering 
from wicked and crazy choices and decision is condemnable.  Jesus Christ made a 
good choice and decision to come down from glory to pay the penalty of sin.  He 
suffered for His choice and decision but that was commendable because it is what 
provided us eternal hope and glory! 

3. So as we continue this series on “The Church and Hard Times” using the Epistles of 
Peter, let me suggest to you that the Church always goes through periods of hard 
times.  Understanding the place of order in the kingdom of God is important in 
having a positive attitude towards relational submission that is the essence for 
making good choices and decisions.  So Peter encourages the believers who are going 
through hard times to be of good courage because they have a living hope through 
Jesus Christ.  Peter further urged them to rejoice because they have been born 
again through the resurrection of Jesus Christ into a living hope and an inheritance 
which is incorruptible, undefiled and does not fade.  We are to rejoice because our 
salvation is shielded by our faith in Jesus Christ.  So as we go through these trials, 
sufferings and hard times Christians must not “think it strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing was happening to you” 
(1Peter 4:12), but to rejoice as partakers of the suffering of Christ.  Such trials come 
to test the genuineness of your faith; hence the fruit of your character must be the 
conduct which is rooted in relational submissions like: citizens to government, 
servants to masters, wives to husbands, husbands to wives, and Christian’s one to 
another.  It is only after submission was fully understood that Peter moved into the 
difficult subject of suffering. Therefore, the believers must keep close watch on their 
personal life because the Christian life demands diligence in pursuing moral 
excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
selfless love.  So before we can effectively address the issue of suffering we must first 
understand the essence of relational submissions. 

4. Thus our text for today reads, “Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, 
love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or 
insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were 
called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see 
good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech.  11 
They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it.  12 For 
the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer,  
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 13 Who is going to harm you 
if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you 
are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts 
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 



you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 
your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if 
it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, 
he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were 
disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark 
was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt 
from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 
hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him” (1Peter 3:8-22). 

5. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize it 
as follows: 

• Suffering for doing good is commendable and a blessing; suffering for 
doing wrong or evil is condemnable 

• Understanding relational submissions is imperative in making good 
choices and decisions.. 

• Revering Jesus Christ as Lord in your heart gives you reason to defend 
the eternal hope you have with gentleness, respect and a clear conscience; 
so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ 
may be ashamed of their slander.  

• It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.   
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the 
Spirit.  

• The resurrection of Jesus is symbolized in baptism as it provides us with 
salvation, eternal hope and a newness of life! For He resurrected with all 
powers in His hands and has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 
hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 
Hallelujah to Jesus, the King!  He’s risen!! He is alive and lives forever 
more!! And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
6.  So if you desire to know this King Jesus who is alive and lives to rule for eternity we 

invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life 
by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose 
again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved.  This salvation guarantees an inheritance that is incorruptible, 
undefiled and which does not fade.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him 
while the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  
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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 
THE EPISTLES OF PETER – THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES  

April 15, 2012      7. Living for God  1Peter 4:1-11 
1. The question for us to address today is how to you live for God?  God is holy, just 

and righteous.  Therefore, living for God entails having the right attitude because 
hard times come to believers to test the genuineness of their faith and cause it to 
grow.  Your attitude towards hard times will build or destroy your faith. Your 
attitude is a display of the state of your mind and heart in relation to God. If your 
mind and heart are right with God, your attitude will be godly, great and inviting.  
Otherwise, you will display an evil, wicked and/or crazy attitude that drives people 
from God.  It is wicked and crazy attitudes that make individuals crave and desire 
to fulfill the lust of their flesh.  

2.  Great attitudes on the other hand humble individuals and create a strong desire in 
them to live godly lives (holy, just and righteous) by being faithful in obeying the 
word of God and fruitful in serving Him, even through hard times and sufferings.  
This is because such individuals understand that suffering in the flesh brings about 
maturity and the genuineness of faith in God; thus helping to overcome the desires 
of the flesh.  Also, becoming mature in the faith helps you to make good and sound 
choices and decisions to always do right, thereby causing you to cease from sinning 
or do away with sin. 

3. So as we continue this series on “The Church and Hard Times” using the Epistles of 
Peter, let me suggest to you that the Church always goes through periods of hard 
times.  Understanding the place of order in the kingdom of God is important in 
having a positive attitude towards relational submission that is the essence for 
making good choices and decisions.  So Peter encourages the believers who are going 
through hard times to be of good courage because they have a living hope through 
Jesus Christ.  Peter further urged them to rejoice because they have been born 
again through the resurrection of Jesus Christ into a living hope and an inheritance 
which is incorruptible, undefiled and does not fade.  We are to rejoice because our 
salvation is shielded by our faith in Jesus Christ.  So as we go through these trials, 
sufferings and hard times Christians must not “think it strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing was happening to you” 
(1Peter 4:12), but to rejoice as partakers of the suffering of Christ.  Such trials come 
to test the genuineness of your faith; hence the fruit of your character must be the 
conduct which is rooted in relational submission to God by being faithful in obeying 
His Word and fruitful in serving. Therefore, the believers must keep close watch on 
their personal life because the Christian life demands diligence in pursuing moral 
excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
selfless love.  This also involves subjecting your flesh to sufferings so that you can 
mature and overcome sin. 

4. Thus our text for today reads, “Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm 
yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done 
with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human 
desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent enough time in the past 



doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, 
carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you do not join them in 
their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give 
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason 
the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be 
judged according to human standards in regard to the body, but live according to 
God in regard to the spirit.  7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of 
sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, 
they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they 
should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power forever and ever. 
Amen” (1Peter 4:1-11). 

5. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
the answer to the question “How Can we live for God?” as follows: 

• By having the same attitude towards suffering in the flesh as Christ did 
because whosoever suffers in the flesh is done with sin.  Suffering in the 
flesh makes you mature to make good and sound decisions and choices 
there avoiding to sin provided you have a great attitude towards it. 

• By living the rest of your life according to God’s will rather than fulfilling 
human or fleshly desires such as living in debauchery (wickedness), lust, 
drunkenness, orgies (wild party – such as group sex party), carousing 
(rebellious or lawless behavior) and detestable idolatry. 

• By being alert and of a sober mind to be effective in prayers.  
• By loving each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

Also, offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
• By using whatever gift you have received from the Lord to serve others as 

faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If you speak, do so as 
an oracle of God. If you serve, do so with the strength God provides you.  

• By bringing praise to God through Jesus Christ in all you do.  And let the 
church say, “Amen!”  

 
6.  So if you desire to live for God we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept 

Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your 
faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 
shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved.  This salvation guarantees 
an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled and which does not fade.  May God 
bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  
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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 
THE EPISTLES OF PETER - THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES 

April 22, 2012     8. Suffering For Being A Christian 1 Peter 4: 12-19 
 

The main reason that Peter was sending this letter to the believers of Jesus Christ that 
were dispersed throughout the unbelieving gentile world was to encourage them while they 
were facing sufferings for being Christians. As Peter closed out the 4th chapter of his first 
Epistle, he addressed two types of sufferings; Christian Sufferings and Consequential 
Sufferings.  Peter explains that those who suffer for being conscientious of God, and doing 
good are Blessed and commended before God. (1 Peter 2:19, 20; 3:14, 17) He also says that 
suffering for doing wrong, as a murder, thief, evil doer, any kind of criminal or even a 
meddler or busybody in others business is nothing to boast about. (1 Peter 2:20; 4:15)  
 
The Apostle Peter reaffirms the fact that as Christians, as believers in Jesus Christ in the 
non-believing world, we will suffer for being Christians. As Christians we must resist 
conforming to the world just to avoid sufferings. We must be sure not to “go along to get 
along” but to make waves in the water. When it comes to certain issues, including abortion 
and gay marriages, Christians will face verbal suffering for their stance. For any Christian 
that will stand and represent God, you can watch how the world will mock, ridicule, taunt, 
humiliate, shame, and talk about you and cause you to suffer, endure, accept, experience 
and undergo such misery, agony, adversity and Hard Times. But, Peter tells us that if you 
are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are Blessed, for the Spirit of Glory and of 
God rests on you because you are suffering for His sake. (1 Peter 4:14) 
 
Peter further encourages the Believers who are suffering by telling them to think it not 
strange nor be surprised at the fiery and painful trial that they are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to them.  Rather Peter encourages the Believers to 
rejoice and not be ashamed that they bear that name of Christ and are participating in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that they may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.  (1 Peter 
4:12, 13, 16) The Bible gives us two great examples of enduring Christian sufferings. 
 
In John 9:1-39 and Job 1-2:10, we are introduced to two men who suffered for their faith. 
In the book of John chapter nine, Jesus and his disciples encounter a man that was born 
blind from his birth.  The disciples, upon seeing him, were surprised and counted it 
strange that he was blind since his birth. This led them to ask Jesus what he had done, or 
what his mother and father had done that he was born blind. Jesus then assures them that 
it was nothing that he or his parents did but that the Works of God may be seen through 
his life.  After this man’s healing, he went to tell others about his healing but it resulted in 



him being insulted, talked about, shamed and rejected. Despite the negative words against 
him and Jesus, his only words about Jesus were that “I once was blind but now I see”! 
 
In the first two chapters of Job we are introduced to Job. Job had great possessions and 
experienced great success and increase in his family and his property.  As satan was going 
to and fro throughout the earth looking to cause sufferings to befall someone, God asked 
him, “Have you considered my servant?” The bible says that Job was a righteous and just 
man.  In his story you will see that the moment that God touched his possessions then his 
health, his wife thought it strange. God took his possessions, his family and his health and 
his wife began to mock and insult him asking, if he still was trying to keep his integrity. 
She then suggested that he curse God and die. But in return he considered her mocking as 
foolishness and then proposed that should they not only accept good but also bad from 
God? He then boldly said that “the Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away-but blessed be 
the name of the Lord”.  Both of these men show us how to endure sufferings for being a 
Christian and how to rejoice that we participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that we may 
be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.  
 
As Peter concludes the fourth chapter he tells us that the end of all things is near. (1 Peter 
4:7) At the end of all things the Judgment of God will come and when Christ’s glory will 
be revealed. Peter goes on to tell us that Judgment will begin with the family of God - with 
Christians. Peter then concludes by saying that those who suffer according to God’s will 
should commit themselves to their faithful creator and continue to do good. (1 Peter 4:17-
18) The question then is, “What type of life are we to live?” If God’s judgment will begin 
with the Believers and members of his family, how are we to live? Peter encourages us to 
live a life of obedience and faithfulness to God’s will, even in the midst of suffering, 
according to the Bible and the example of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was one who did no wrong 
yet suffered as if he did, just for US.  That is the Gospel of God, that He loved us so much 
that He sent us His son to reconnect us to him! 
 
 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of 
God, and this message has blessed or helped you why don’t you also write and tell us?  
 

 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 
THE EPISTLES OF PETER – THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES  

April 29, 2012      9. The Elders and the Flock  1Peter 5:1-14 
 

1. The stability of the Church during hard times or crisis rests upon the integrity of 
the leadership and its faith to stair the ship to safe landing; and for the flock of 
Christ to follow that leadership faithfully.  As we conclude the first epistles of Peter, 
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the writer turns his attention to the elders as he addresses their responsibilities to be 
examples to the flock of Christ as good shepherds; bearing in mind that the job of 
an elder is not done out of compulsion but willingness.  The responsibilities of the 
elders could be full of hardship but they must endure to the end for the race is not 
for the swift or strong but for they that endure to the end.  The elders who have 
suffered and witness Christ’s suffering will also share his glory at His appearance. 
Suffering always helps you get rid of sin in your life if you have the right attitude.  
Peter then provided us with examples of good elders and extended greetings of 
brethren one to another. 

2. Thus our text for today reads, “To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder 
and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not 
pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to 
you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.  In the same way, you who 
are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with 
humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to 
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he 
may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because 
you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same 
kind of sufferings.  10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him belongs the power forever and ever. 
Amen.  12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written 
to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. 
Stand fast in it.  13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her 
greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love.  Peace 
to all of you who are in Christ” (1Peter 5:1-14). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
this sermon as follows: 

• The stability of the Church during hard times rests on the leadership of 
the elders as well as the submission of the younger members or 
congregation to the elders. 

•  Elders must lead willingly and faithfully, and not by compulsion or for 
any personal gain. 

• Faithfulness, humility and submission one to another will ensure the Chief 
Shepherd rewards you with a crown of glory that will never fade away.  

• Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift 
you up in due time.  Casting all your anxiety on him because he cares for 
you.  

• Be alert and of sober mind because your enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  But you must resist 
him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 



believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  
• Always remember that the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore 
you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

• Greet one another with great respect – with a kiss of love (a holy kiss). 
And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
4.  So if you desire to live for God and receive a crown of glory which does not fade, we 

invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life 
by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose 
again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved.  This salvation guarantees an inheritance that is incorruptible, 
undefiled and which does not fade.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him 
while the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why don’t you 
also write and tell us?  
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