
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Youth Minister 

THE BOOK OF GALATIANS – CHRISTIANITY AND THE TRUE GOSPEL  
January 1, 2012      13. Sowing and Reaping   Galatians 6:1-10 
 
INTRODUCTION – What is your New Year’s Resolution 
 
1. Is it to get out of debt/finances?  
2. Improve relationship with love ones? 
3. Make more money on your job, career, and promotion 
4. Take relationship to another level – get married 
5. Be a better wife, husband, son, and daughter 
6. Improve my spiritual walk – Be a better servant. 
7.  What are you sowing this New Year & what will God allow you to reap? 
 
I.  Nothing but the cross Vs. 1-3 
A. If someone falls in sin – Forgivingly restore him 
 1. Save critical comments for self 
 2. Reach out to those who are oppressed – Share their burdens. 
 3. Complete Christ law – Love one another 
 4.  If you think you are too good for that, you deceive yourself.  Self deception 
   
II. Examine who you are and the work God has given you Vs 4-5 
 

A. Put your all in the work God has given you 
1. Don’t be impressed with yourself or compare to others 

Heb 12:1, let us run with patience the race set before us. 
2. We must take responsibility for doing our best with our own life 

 
III. Blessed those that teach Vs. 6 
   

A. Pastor, Sunday school teachers 
1. Share all good things 

B. Preachers must feed the sheep & not fleece them 
1.  Faith comes by hearing 

IV. Don’t be misled Vs. 7-8 
  

A.  No one makes a fool of God 
B. What a person plants – he/she will harvest 

2.  Selfishness, ignoring needs of others, ignoring God 
3. Harvest will be a crop of weeds 
4. Weeds will be all we have to show 
5. Plant in response to God 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God…. 
1.  Let God’s spirit do the growth work 
2. Harvest a crop of real life, eternal life 



 
V.  Don’t get tired of doing good Vs. 9-10 
 

A.  We will harvest a crop at the right time if we don’t give up or quit. 
1. Lost family member, spouse, or friend 
2. Don’t return evil for evil but overcome evil with good 

B. Every time we get the chance, let us work to benefit all. 
 1.  Starting with the family of believers (Church) 
 
VI.  Christ died to benefit us all 
 

A. Wiped us clean from sin 
B. Gave us eternal life 
C. Gave us hope & assurance that we will be with him 
D. What will we sow and reap for 2012? 

   
 

When we do accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior, we enter a relationship with Christ 
and become part of God’s holy family. If you desire to enter a relationship with Christ and 
be made right with God why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and 
Savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Yoth Minister 

THE BOOK OF GALATIANS – CHRISTIANITY AND THE TRUE GOSPEL  
January 8, 2012     14. Not Circumcision But the New Creation  Galatians 6:11-18 
 
INTRODUCTION – What is important to you this new year? 
 
1. Is it how you look?  
2. Is it the clothes that you wear? 
3. Social status? 
4. Education you have? 
5. Is it being popular? 
6. Having a nice home or car? 
7. Making a lot of money? 
 
I.  Boasting in a show of the flesh 
 
A. Judaizers had two set of Motives, vs. 12-13 
 1. Avoid persecution for the cross of Christ 
 2. Boast in the flesh of the Gentiles 
B.  They were not consistent 
 1.  Do as I say but not as I do 
 2.  Are we overly concerned of what others think? 
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C.  Do we have similar Two fold motives 
 1. Don’t want to be ridiculed in our service 
 2. Take pride in what impresses others. 
   
II. How do we boast in a show of the flesh today? 
 

B. Matt 23:5-11, Works they do to be seen by men 
1. Pharisees & scribes – Love uppermost rooms at feast 
2. Chief seats in synagogues 
3. Do we want to build overly expensive elaborate churches 
4. Emphasis on numbers & attendance 

 
III. Paul boasted in the Cross of Christ 
   

C. Paul preached about the crucified messiah vs.14 
D. 1 Corinth 1:23 Jews a stumbling block, Greeks-foolishness 
E.  Paul made Jesus crucified the focus of his ministry. 
F. He was not ashamed of the gospel- He contended for the faith. 
G. He had been crucified to the world 
H. He lived a life of faith in Christ through Christ 

 
 

 
IV. The new Creation in Christ is what matters Vs. 15 
  

C.  Do we boast in the cross of Christ 
1. Wisdom bestowed to us through the word 
2. How he strengthens us daily 
3. How he has blessed us with provisions-job… 
4. Plant in response to God 
5. Our boast should be in God & not men 

Matt 6:33 Seek ye first the kingdom of God…. 
 
V. Paul bears bodily marks & persecution Vs. 17 
 

B.  We will incur some wounds while serving God 
1.  We struggle not against flesh and blood 
2. Devil walks about like a roaring lion 
3. Persecution for the cross 

 
VI.  Christ died for us period 
 

E. Let Gods grace be with you in spirit 
F. We rose as a new creation in him 
G. We are saved by grace and not by works of the flesh 
H. Christ finished it all on the cross 

   



When we do accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior, we enter a relationship with Christ 
and become part of God’s holy family. If you desire to enter a relationship with Christ and 
be made right with God why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and 
Savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF RUTH – DECISIONS AND CHOICES  
January 15, 2012     1. Elimelech’s Family Moves To Moab  Ruth 1:1-5 

1. Happy New Year, 2012!  As we begin a new series on Decisions and Choices using 
the Book of Ruth, let me suggest to you that life is problem-solving and your life is 
the sum total of the decisions and choices you make to resolve the problems you will 
encounter in your life.  

2. The Book of Ruth helps us that there always opportunities and new chances to make 
good decisions and choices to lead lives that are pleasing to God.  In this brand new 
year that God has given you another opportunity to right all the wrong decisions 
and choices you made in the previous years, I want to challenge you that in the 
decisions and choices you make this year and the years to come be sure that they are 
aimed at accentuating, promoting and advancing God’s purpose in your life and 
prepare you for your eternal destroy. 

3. This New Year is another chance God has given you a clean slate to begin a new 
again.  The decisions and choices you make will determine whether you accept or 
reject God’s provisions to engage in supporting the work of the Ministry and 
prepare you for your destiny or not.  But I want to suggest to you that whatever 
your decisions or choices, they will require four important elements: efforts, love, 
consistency and hospitality if Mt traveler and its membership is to fulfill its God’s 
given purpose, vision and mission in Waverly and its environs, and the world at 
large.  So as we begin new series using the Book of Ruth, let us as a Church employ 
efforts, love, consistency, and hospitality as tools to aid us fulfill our God given 
purpose, vision and mission to support the work of the Ministry and prepare 
ourselves for our eternal destiny. 

4. The Book of Ruth is a cameo (character part) story of love, devotion and 
redemption set in the context of the days of the Judges.  This Book is a wonderful 
story as through its various characters (especially Naomi and Ruth) we are 
reminded that God works in mysterious and surprising ways to make His love 
known and to accomplish His purposes, even during difficult times of our lives.  The 
Book is infused with allegories and cameo that helps us understand problem solving 
through the decisions and choices we make that determine the kind of lives we lead 
as well as our eternal destiny.  The Book is about salvation from the problem of sin 
and that it requires decisions and choices to accept or reject this salvation that 
determines our eternal destiny.  So you see that life is problem solving!  This is 
because you cannot keep problems from happening in your life; neither can you run 
away from your problem; and it is you alone that can solve your problems – no one 
else can humanly do it for you.  And so the attitude you engaged in decisions and 
choices during problem situations does determine your mode of action which in turn 



determines whether your behavior is mature or immature.  The goal is to act 
maturely as we become faithful and fruitful in supporting the work of the Ministry 
and prepare ourselves for our eternal destiny.  Otherwise in problem situations, you 
can become frustrated and ask the following questions: Why me?  Why now? And 
why this or that?  You could also develop the wrong attitude towards problems by 
thinking your problems are unusual, or you are unspiritual or that God has 
forsaken you.  In all, the decisions or choices you make determine your course of 
action and consequences or benefits.  The way you look at problems determines the 
solutions or the creation of additional problems.  So learn to view your problems 
from God’s perspective to see the positive, the people and the facts rather than 
become self indulged to have blinded eyes that are emotionally filled with tears and 
bitterness, or fearfully filled with terror.  

5. Our text for today begins with the decision and choice of Elimelech and family to 
move from Bethlehem to the country of Moab. The key verse that introduces the 
Book of Ruth is actually the last verse of the Book of Judges: “In those days there 
was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25, 
NKJV). The implication is that the people in the days of the Judges made decisions 

  Name Meaning Representation 

1 Elimelek The Strength of the King Sin nature 

 2 Ruth Friendship Human spirit 

 3 Naomi Beautiful Grace of God / 
Pleasant 

Human soul 

4 Ephratah (old name 
of Bethlehem) 

Fruitful Maturity / Discipleship 

5 Judah Worship Presence with God (heaven) 

6 Bethlehem Celebrated / House of bread Praising God 

7 Moab Incest Sin 

8 Mahlon Sickly Self effort 

9 Kilion Failing / dying / exterminating Self effort 

10 Orpah Stubbornness Pride 

11 Mara Bitterness Broken hearted 

12 Boaz Strong Redeemer/Pillar Jesus 

13 Obed Servant Born again 

14 David Beloved Son Jesus 

15 Jesus Christ Salvation Jesus 

16 Israel He will rule Man as a whole 



and choices to do what was right in their own eyes and as they pleased without any 
intent to please God.  For a better understanding of the Book of Ruth, let me 
provide you with important names in this Book, their meanings and their 
representations so that when study this wonderful cameo story of Ruth you will 
have a better understanding: 

 
Moabites - Descendants of Moab, son of Lot through his older daughter and 
Ammonites - Descendants of Ammon (Ben-Ammi), son of Lot through his older 
daughter (Genesis 19:36-38) 

6. Now today’s text reads, “In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in 
the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, 
went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his 
wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. 
They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived 
there.   3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 
4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they 
had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was 
left without her two sons and her husband” (Ruth 1:1-5). 

7. Using the meaning of the names in the table, our text would transliterate as: In the 
days when Judges (shepherds appointed by God) ruled, there was a famine (of the 
Word of God) in the land. So a man from Celebrated (Bethlehem) / Fruitful 
(Ephratah) Worship (Judah), together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a 
while in the country of Sin (Moab). 2 The man’s name was The strength of the King 
of Sin nature (Elimelek), his wife’s name was Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant 
Human soul (Naomi), and the names of his two sons were Sickly (Mahlon) and 
dying/Exterminating (Kilion). They were Fruitful Disciples (Ephrathites) from 
Celebrated (Bethlehem), Worship (Judah). And they went to Sin (Moab) and lived 
there.   3 Now The strength of the King of Sin nature (Elimelek), Beautiful Grace of 
God / Pleasant Human soul’s (Naomi’s) husband, died, and she was left with her two 
sons. 4 They married Sinful (Moabite) women, one named Stubbornness (Orpah) 
and the other Friendship (Ruth). After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both 
Sickly (Mahlon) and Dying/exterminating (Kilion) also died, and Beautiful Grace of 
God / Pleasant Human soul (Naomi) was left without her two sons and her husband” 
(Ruth 1:1-5). 

8. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
today’s sermon as follows: 

• The decisions and choices you make affect your Christian fruitfulness and 
eternal destiny 

• When sinful nature marries the human soul, the fruit is sickly and 
exterminating. 

• When a man from celebrated fruitful worship moves to the country of sin, 
the result is death (the wages of sin is death!). 

•  Sin nature, sickly and exterminating fruit in a sinful country all result in 
death and only the Beautiful Grace of God in a pleasant Human soul 
survives! 

• Wishing you a Happy New Year full of good decisions and choices to be 



productive in the work of the Ministry and the preparedness of eternal 
destiny.  And let the church say, “Amen!”  

9. So if you desire to know God and enjoy the status of a child of God with the 
beautiful grace of God in your pleasant human soul and live by the Spirit to inherit 
eternal life we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your 
heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He 
died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on 
Calvary, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him 
while the Choir leads us in a song? 

10. And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  

 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF RUTH – DECISIONS AND CHOICES  
January 22, 2012     2. Naomi Says Goodbye to Her Daughters-in-Law  Ruth 1:6-14 

11. The Book of Ruth is a cameo (character part) story of love, devotion and 
redemption set in the context of the days of the Judges.  This Book is a wonderful 
story as through its various characters (especially Naomi and Ruth) we are 
reminded that God works in mysterious and surprising ways to make His love 
known and to accomplish His purposes, even during difficult times of our lives.  The 
Book is infused with allegories and cameo that helps us understand problem solving 
through the decisions and choices we make that determine the kind of lives we lead 
as well as our eternal destiny.  The Book is about salvation from the problem of sin 
and that it requires decisions and choices to accept or reject this salvation that 
determines our eternal destiny.   

12. Life is problem solving!  This is because you cannot keep problems from happening 
in your life; neither can you run away from your problem; and it is you alone that 
can solve your problems – no one else can humanly do it for you.  And so the 
attitude you engaged in decisions and choices during problem situations does 
determine your mode of action which in turn determines whether your behavior is 
mature or immature.  The goal for us therefore is to act maturely as we become 
faithful and fruitful in supporting the work of the Ministry and prepare ourselves 
for our eternal destiny.  Otherwise in problem situations, you can become frustrated 
and ask the following questions: Why me?  Why now? And why this or that?  You 
could in the process of questioning also develop the wrong attitude towards 
problems by thinking your problems are unusual, or you are unspiritual or that 
God has forsaken you.  In all, the decisions or choices you make do determine your 
course of action and the consequences or benefits.  The way you look at problems 
determines the solutions or the creation of additional problems.  So learn to view 
your problems from God’s perspective to see the positive, the people and the facts 
rather than become self indulged to have blinded eyes that are emotionally filled 
with tears and bitterness, or fearfully filled with terror.  

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


13. In Naomi’s bitterness after losing her husband and two sons, our text for today 
begins with the decision and choice of Naomi to return to Bethlehem after hearing 
that the Lord has visited His people and has come to their aid, providing them with 
bread. But the key verse that introduces the Book of Ruth is the last verse of the 
Book of Judges: “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25, NKJV). The implication is that the people in 
the days of the Judges made decisions and choices to do what was right in their own 
eyes and as they pleased without any intent to please God.  After losing her husband 
and sons, Naomi now decided to return to Bethlehem.  She also had to decide this 
move with her daughters-in-law as she struggled with the issue of parting with them.  
No parting is easy at all! 

14. Now today’s text reads, “When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to 
the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law 
prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the 
place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back 
to the land of Judah.  8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, 
each of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have 
shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me.  9 May the LORD grant that 
each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”  Then she kissed them 
goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to your 
people.”  11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come 
with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 
Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I 
thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave 
birth to sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain 
unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, 
because the LORD’s hand has turned against me!”  14 At this they wept aloud 
again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her” (Ruth 
1:6-14). 

15. Using the meaning of the names we have provided, our text would transliterate as: 
When the Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul (Naomi) heard in the country 
of Sin (Moab) that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food 
for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With 
her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on 
the road that would take them back to the land of Worship (Judah).  8 Then the 
Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul (Naomi) said to her two daughters-in-
law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show you 
kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me.  9 May the 
LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”  Then 
she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back 
with you to your people.”  11 But the Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul 
(Naomi) said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I 
going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, 
my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was 
still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 13 
would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my 
daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has 



turned against me!”  14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Stubbornness (Orpah) 
kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Friendship (Ruth) clung to her” (Ruth 1:6-
14) 

16. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
today’s sermon as follows: 

• The decisions and choices you make affect your Christian fruitfulness and 
eternal destiny 

• Whenever the Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul hears from the 
country of sin that the Lord has visited his and is blessing them with 
spiritual from, it must make the decision and choice to return to the place 
of worship. 

• The Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul however must say 
goodbye to stubbornness and embrace friendships to become productive 
in the work of the Ministry and preparedness for eternal destiny.  And let 
the church say, “Amen!”  

17.  So if you desire to know God and enjoy the status of a child of God with the 
beautiful grace of God in your pleasant human soul and live by the Spirit to inherit 
eternal life we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your 
heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He 
died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on 
Calvary, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him 
while the Choir leads us in a song? 

18. And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  

 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF RUTH – DECISIONS AND CHOICES  
January 29, 2012     3. Naomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem  Ruth 1:15-22 

19. The Book of Ruth is a cameo (character part) story of love, devotion and 
redemption set in the context of the days of the Judges.  This Book is a wonderful 
story as through its various characters (especially Naomi and Ruth) we are 
reminded that God works in mysterious and surprising ways to make His love 
known and to accomplish His purposes, even during difficult times of our lives.  The 
Book is infused with allegories and cameo that helps us understand problem solving 
through the decisions and choices we make that determine the kind of lives we lead 
as well as our eternal destiny.  The Book is about salvation from the problem of sin 
and that it requires decisions and choices to accept or reject this salvation that 
determines our eternal destiny.   

20. Salvation is a commitment to accept Jesus as Lord and savior.  The reward is an 
everlasting relationship with God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit along 
with Eternal life and eternal destiny of Heaven as the ultimate. Even though life is 
problem solving the way you look at problems determines the solutions or the 
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creation of additional problems.  So learn to view your problems from God’s 
perspective to see the positive, the people and the facts rather than become overly 
self indulged to have blinded eyes that are emotionally filled with tears and 
bitterness, or fearfully filled with terror.  

21. In Naomi’s bitterness after losing her husband and two sons, our text for today is a 
continuation of the decision and choice of Naomi to return to Bethlehem after 
hearing that the Lord has visited His people and has come to their aid, providing 
them with bread. But the key verse that introduces the Book of Ruth is the last verse 
in the Book of Judges: “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25, NKJV). The implication is that the people 
in the days of the Judges made decisions and choices to do what was right in their 
own eyes and as they so pleased without any intent or thought of pleasing God.  
After losing her husband and sons, Naomi now decided to return to Bethlehem.  She 
also had to decide this move with her daughters-in-law as she struggled with the 
issue of parting with them.  No parting is easy at all! Orpah however decided to kiss 
goodbye and part with her mother-in-law but Ruth clung to Naomi. This story is 
often used during marriage ceremonies where the people marrying promise to enter 
a lasting relationship till death do them part and at the same time accepting each 
other’s families as their own.  Ruth went further to accept Naomi’s God and to die 
and be buried at the same place as her mother-in-law.  This is the ideal relationship 
between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law; but not so in our generation, why? 

22. Now today’s text reads, “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her 
people and her gods. Go back with her.”   16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to 
leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I 
will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I 
will die, and there I will be buried.  May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so 
severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth 
was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.  19 So the two women went 
on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town 
was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?”  20 
“Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has 
made my life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back 
empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought 
misfortune upon me.”  22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the 
Moabite, her daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was 
beginning” (Ruth 1:15-22). 

23. Using the meaning of the names we have provided already, our text would 
transliterate as: “Look,” said Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul (Naomi), 
“your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.”   16 
But Friendship (Ruth) replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from 
you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my 
people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be 
buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates 
you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Friendship (Ruth) was determined to go 
with her, she stopped urging her.  19 So the two women went on until they came to 
Celebrated House of bread (Bethlehem). When they arrived in Celebrated House of 
bread (Bethlehem), the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women 



exclaimed, “Can this be Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul (Naomi)?”  20 
“Don’t call me Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul (Naomi),” she told them. 
“Call me Bitterness (Mara), because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. 21 I 
went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Beautiful 
Grace of God / Pleasant Human soul (Naomi)? The LORD has afflicted me; the 
Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”  22 So Beautiful Grace of God / Pleasant 
Human soul (Naomi) returned from the country of incest/sin (Moab) accompanied 
by Friendship (Ruth) the woman from the country of incest/sin (Moabite), her 
daughter-in-law, arriving in Celebrated House of bread (Bethlehem) as the barley 
harvest was beginning” (Ruth 1:15-22). 

24. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
today’s sermon as follows: 

• The decisions and choices you make affect your Christian fruitfulness and 
eternal destiny 

• Never change your name from pleasant to bitterness because of your 
afflictions or difficult trying times, rather return to worship where there is 
living bread and your sorrows will be turned into praises and dances.  For 
the Lord has promised never to leave you nor forsake you! 

• Allow Friendship to follow you into the house of worship rather than 
hatred, because Friendship will go where you go, stay where you stay, 
make your people her people and your God her God, and where you die 
and are buried so will Friendship.   

• The beginning of the barley harvest signifies spring time, the time of 
newness and renewal of life.  Christians have been renewed by the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We must accept Him to become fruitful 
and productive in the work of the Ministry, and be prepared for our 
eternal destiny.  And let the church say, “Amen!”  

25.  So if you desire to know God and enjoy the status of a child of God with the 
beautiful grace of God in your pleasant human soul and live by the Spirit to inherit 
eternal life we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your 
heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He 
died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on 
Calvary, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him 
while the Choir leads us in a song? 

26. And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God, and this message has blessed or helped you why don’t you 
also write and tell us?  
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