
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  
July 1, 2012      5. Reasons for Paul’s Instructions  1Tim 3:14-4:16 
 

1. In the beginning of the third chapter of Paul’s first epistle to Timothy, he 
emphasized the importance of having good leadership for safeguarding public 
worship.   Good leadership is what creates conducive environment for discipleship 
and mentoring. Albeit, it requires the grace of God, patience and time to 
successfully accomplish the difficult tasks of discipleship and mentoring in the 
Church.  In these epistles to Timothy, Paul the experience elder-statesman writes to 
instruct the younger Pastor, Timothy facing a heavy burden of responsibility in the 
Church at Ephesus with regards to three main areas: trying to eradicate false 
doctrine; safeguarding public worship; and development of mature leadership.  
These are the same kinds of challenges that pastors generally face today.  In the 
later part of  Chapter three and the whole of Chapter four of this first epistle Paul 
gives us the reasons for writing his instructions to Timothy to emphasize the 
importance of good leadership in safeguarding public worship to ensure that people 
conduct themselves appropriately in the household of God.   

2. Thus our text for today reads, “Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing 
you these instructions so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to 
conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and foundation of the truth. 16 Beyond all question, the mystery from which 
true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the 
Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the 
world, was taken up in glory.  4 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will 
abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such 
teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as 
with a hot iron.  3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from 
certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who 
believe and who know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, and nothing 
is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the 
word of God and prayer.  6 If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, 
you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and 
of the good teaching that you have followed.  7 Have nothing to do with godless 
myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical training 
is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the 
present life and the life to come. 9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance. 10 That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the 
living God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe.  11 
Command and teach these things. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because 
you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given 
you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  15 Be 
diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see 



your progress. 16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if 
you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1Timothy 3:14-4:16). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
this sermon as follows: 

• Public worship is safeguarded through good leadership in discipleship and 
mentoring because good leadership knows the mystery from which true 
godliness springs. 

• Good conduct is essential in safeguarding public worship.  Leaders must 
cultivate their gifts as given by the Spirit and use their gifts accordingly. 

• The Spirit is very clear in saying that in later times some will abandon the 
faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons and 
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.   
They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain 
foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who 
believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is 
consecrated by the word of God and prayer.   

• And good leaders and ministers of Christ Jesus, nourished on the truths of 
the faith and of the good teaching they have followed, must point these 
things out to the brothers and sisters.   

• Good leaders and ministers must have nothing to do with godless myths 
and old wives’ tales; rather, train themselves to be godly.  

• Physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come and this is 
why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the living God, 
who is the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe.  

•  Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in 
purity. And always devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 
preaching and to teaching.  

• Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the 
body of elders laid their hands on you.  Be diligent in these matters; give 
yourself wholly to them, watch your life and doctrine closely and 
persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your 
hearers.   And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
4.  So if you desire to fully understand the instructions on public worship, we invite 

you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again 
to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  May God bless 
you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Youth Minister 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE 
CHURCH  

July 1, 2012      6. Paul’s Instructions to Widows, Elders, and Slaves  1Tim 5:1-6:2 
 
INTRODUCTION – The Charge 
 
1. Given as task or duty  
2. Give a command to or instruct 
3. To make liable for  
4. Responsibility or control 
 
I.  The Older Vs. 1-2 
A. How to treat members of church 
 1.  No harsh words; treat women with purity 
 
II. Widows Vs 3-16 
A.  How the church should care for them and criteria 
 1. Widows indeed- those with no relatives 
 2. Believers should provide for their own house  
 3. Younger widows and them marring unbelievers 
 
III. How elders should be taken care of Vs 17-25 

A.  Financial and accusations 
1. Defile character 
2. Rebuke before all without partiality-vs 20-21 
3. Ordination not be impulsive – lay hands 

 
IV. Slaves 6:1-2 

A.  Honor those in authority 
1 Believing and unbelieving  

 
Non believer does not acknowledge God because he does not do what he/she wants at that 
time.  God has made a promise to us and no matter what happens, he is faithful to that 
promise. 
 
Titus 1:2 – In hope of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promised before the world 
began. 
Numbers 23:19 – God is not a man, that he should lie 
 
Paul new the challenges ahead of timothy and how the charge would guide him within the 
church as the church grew.  Paul new that somebody had to have some since and 
guidelines while doing the Lords work. 



 
 
 

V.  Christ died for us and is head of body 
 

A. Charged to have faith in him 
B. We have the responsibility to speak of promise that he will return 
C. We have the duties assigned to us on how we should treat the older, widows, 

elders, and those in authority over us. 
   

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  
July 15, 2012      7. False Teachers and the Love of Money   1Tim 6:2c-10 
 

1 The issue of money is very essential in safeguarding public worship because how the 
money is misuse or abuse makes it very sensitive.  Also, the attitudes of church 
members towards money can either enhance or hamper public worship.  Deceit and 
false teachings can ensue as people develop schemes to get rich quickly such as the 
prosperity gospel.  On the other hand, if one fully understands the means of 
financing church affairs they will not wrestle with tithes and offerings because these 
are the only fair ways God has chosen to finance the affairs of the Church. 
Otherwise, how do you expect the Church to meet up with some of the issues that 
are raised in Chapter five of Paul’s first epistle to Timothy? For instance how can 
the church meet the needs of the widows?  What about the needs of the ministers?  
How about the maintenance or upgrading of the place of worship?   For instance 
Paul instructed Timothy “The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are 
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.   
For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and 
“The worker deserves his wages” (1Tim 5:17-18).  In safeguarding public worship 
the need to have the necessary funds to function is a responsibility that members 
have to shoulder.  To ensure that false teaching and falsehood are eradicated so that 
Church members have good attitudes towards money and the support of the 
ministry, Paul instructed Timothy on the lack of understanding how the issue of 
money gravely affects corporate worship.  Thus the need to disciple and mentor 
church members to have a good attitude towards money and their worship in giving 
to support the work of the ministry.    

2. Thus our text for today reads, “These are the things you are to teach and insist on.  
3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and understand 
nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words 
that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think 
that godliness is a means to financial gain.  6 But godliness with contentment is great 
gain.  7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  8 
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  9 Those who want to 
get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs” (1Timothy 6:2c-10). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
this sermon as follows: 

• Public worship is safeguarded through discipleship and mentoring in good 
financial management of God’s fund because its misuse or abuse makes it 
very sensitive issue that it influences true worship. 

• The attitudes of church members towards money can either enhance or 
hamper public worship as it can lead to deceit and false teachings. 

• Good teachings on financing God’s work are critical.  Tithes and offerings 
are God’s fair ways of financing His work.   

• If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, they are conceited and 
understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and 
quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil 
suspicions and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who 
have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to 
financial gain.  But godliness with contentment is great gain.   

• We brought nothing into the world, and certainly we can take nothing out 
of it and so as long as we have food, shelter and clothing, we must be 
content with that.  Otherwise the cravings to get rich makes one fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction.  

• For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs.   And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
4.  So if you desire to fully understand the instructions on public worship, we invite 

you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again 
to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  May God bless 
you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  

 

 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  

July 22, 2012     8. Paul’s Charge to Timothy  1 Timothy 6:11-21 

As we conclude the first epistle, letter or message from the Apostle Paul to Timothy, who 
was left behind in Ephesus to be this young church’s Pastor, we see Paul’s final charge to 
him. Throughout Paul’s first message to Timothy he has included for him instructions on how 
things ought to be in God’s house, beginning with orderly worship and then addressing how 
people are to conduct themselves as members of God’s most holy family. As the church in 
Ephesus was just beginning, Paul wrote to Timothy to establish the church on the sure 
foundation, the Rock Jesus Christ. Paul knew that if the church was not established and 
discipleship, teaching, mentoring and training according to the Truth and unto Maturity, 
Immaturity would be present and cause the church to suffer hard times.  

If immaturity was present within the church, Paul knew that they would encounter false 
doctrines that do not agree with the sound teachings of Jesus Christ, controversies, quarrels, 
suspicions, and constant friction. Paul knew immaturity would cause some to envy others, 
have strife towards others and talk maliciously about others.  He even knew because of 
immaturity the church would encounter the proud and conceited and those who are lovers 
of money. (1Timothy 6:3-5) So Paul concludes his epistle by telling the man of God, Timothy, 
to flee from these immature things and to pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance and gentleness. (1Timothy 6:11) Paul was encouraging Timothy to pursue 
Christian Maturity through these 6 characteristics.   

Maturity is found in understanding when to and when not too. Maturity is being able to 
make sound and wise decisions just as immaturity is not being able to. Christian Maturity is 
found in knowing when to flee from unrighteousness and when to fight for the faith. 
(1Timothy 6:12A) It is through these 6 characteristics of Righteousness, Godliness, 
Faithfulness, Love, Endurance, and Gentleness, that Maturity is shown. A Mature Christian is 
Righteous knowing what is right, good, pleasing, and acceptable in the eye sight of God as 
well as what is not. A Mature Christian is Godly, knowing how you are to represent God as 
well as knowing what does not represent God. A Mature Christian is true to the faith, 
knowing the truth they profess and believe in as well as knowing what they do not believe 
and profess. A Mature Christian is Loving, and knows who love is and how to show it as well 
as how not to show it and what is not love. A Mature Christian is Patient or Enduring, 
knowing when to push their self to continue and knowing why they don’t give up, though 
they may have to wait. A Mature Christian is meek or gentle, knowing the proper attitude to 



have and when to have it as well as the attitude not to have. Paul encourages Timothy to 
manifest his Christian profession of faith into his life. As well as manifest it into his mind, 
heart, hands, feet, thoughts, words, and actions. By doing so, Paul shows how something 
spiritual can be grasped physically. He explained how Eternal Life can be laid hold of by 
holding ourselves to the truths of the faith that we have believed and professed. (1Timothy 
6:12B) 

It is in the sight of God that Paul charges Timothy to keep these commands and Instructions 
that he has given him. (I Timothy 6:13-16) Paul’s command is that until you meet Christ live 
out your faith in a pure and blameless way. Paul leaves Timothy an example of how to live 
out our Christian faith. He uses the wealthy, but it can apply to any person with any position 
or power. (1Timothy 6:17-18) He says do not be arrogant or high-minded, but be meek and 
humble having the right attitude.  He says do not put your faith or hope in uncertain things 
but only in the Living God. He says be patient and enduring knowing that it is God who gives 
us all things and everything that we need. He says do good, and be righteousness doing those 
things which are pleasing and acceptable in the eye sight of God. Finally he says be rich in 
good works or deed, properly representing a God who also does good deeds, works, and 
acts.  By doing so Paul says we lay in store treasures as a good foundation in the coming age 
and take hold of life that is Truly life, Eternal Life. (1Timothy 6:19) 

Paul closes his letter by charging Timothy to guard what has been entrusted to him and turn 
from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge that some 
have professed and have erred in the faith. (1Timothy 6:20-21) Paul encourages Maturity in 
the Christian faith by discipleship, teaching, mentoring and training according to the Truth. 
Our charge is to keep the truth of the faith and live out the Christian Faith until we meet 
Jesus.  By being Mature Christians we are able to avoid the damage caused by Immaturity. By 
being a mature Christian we also gain Eternal Life by being in a Personal Relationship with 
God.  

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has been a blessing or a help to you why don’t you also write and tell us? 
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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  
July 29, 2012      9. Appeal for Loyalty to Paul and the Gospel  2 Tim 1:1-18 
 

1. In this epistle, 2 Timothy, Paul continued to encourage his son Timothy through his 
love and prayers from the prison; reminding Timothy of his spiritual godly heritage 
and responsibilities to stir up the gift in him as he disciples and mentors him.  Paul 
also emphasized as he warned Timothy that only the one who perseveres, whether a 
soldier, an athlete or minister of Jesus Christ, will reap a reward.  Paul continued to 
warn Timothy that his teaching will come under the attack as men desert the truth 
and go on to myths and anything that will soothe their itching ears! (2Tim 4:3).  
However, Timothy was to remain an example to the others so long as he had Paul as 
his guide and the Word of God to fortify him as he faces the growing opposition and 
growing opportunities in the last days.   In today’s discussion we will focus on Paul’s 
appeal to Timothy for loyalty to him and the gospel. 

2. Thus our text for today reads, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
in keeping with the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my dear 
son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  3 I 
thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and 
day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see 
you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which 
first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am 
persuaded, now lives in you also.  6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame 
the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit 
God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 8 
So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. 
Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has 
saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but 
because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing 
of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle and a teacher.  12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this 
is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that 
he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day. 13 What you heard 
from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 
14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the 
Holy Spirit who lives in us.  15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia has 
deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.  16 May the Lord show mercy to 
the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed 
of my chains. 17 On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me 
until he found me. 18 May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on 
that day! You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus” (2 
Timothy 1:1-18). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 



this sermon as follows: 
• Your circumstances, conditions or situations must not interfere with your 

discipleship and mentoring process and responsibility.  Paul was in prison, 
yet he still disciple and mentored Timothy. 

• No matter what you are doing and where you are, only those who 
persevere will get a reward. 

• Continue to serve God with a clear conscience. 
• The godly spiritual heritage that you have must never die rather continue 

to stir up the gift(s) of God in you. 
• Continue to be loyal to those who disciple and mentor you.  Be loyal to 

your pastor and teachers at church. 
• What you heard from your mentor or pastor, keep as the pattern of sound 

teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that 
was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives 
in us.   

• Don’t be disloyal to your pastor to desert him like Phygelus and 
Hermogenes did Paul.  But be loyal like Onesiphorus who made Paul to 
pray, “May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, 
because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. On the 
contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found 
me. May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that 
day! You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus”.   
And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
4.  So if you desire to fully understand the instructions on public worship, we invite 

you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again 
to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  May God bless 
you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
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