
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  
June 3, 2012      1. Timothy Charged to Oppose False Teachers   1Tim 1:1-11 
 

1. There is great need for consistent discipleship and mentoring in the Church. Paul 
realized this and so this was what he did with Timothy.  We shall employ both 
epistles of Timothy in this new sermon series: “Discipleship and Mentoring in the 
Church”.  In these epistles, Paul the experience elder-statesman writes to the 
younger Pastor, Timothy who was facing a heavy burden of responsibility in the 
Church at Ephesus.  The great challenges Timothy was facing in his ministry 
included trying to eradicate false doctrine; safeguard public worship; and 
development of mature leadership.  These are the same kinds of challenges that 
pastors face in the Church today.  This is the reason for need of consistent 
discipleship and mentoring in the Church.  As Paul addressed the conduct of the 
Church so did he addressed the conduct of the minister.  He admonished Timothy 
that he must be on his guard so that his youthfulness would not be a liability but an 
asset for the gospel.  He must be careful to avoid false teachers and greedy motives; 
but must pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance/patience and 
gentleness that befit a man of God (1Tim 6:11).  

2. Paul continued in 2 Timothy to encourage his son Timothy through his love and 
prayers from the prison; reminding Timothy of his spiritual godly heritage and 
responsibilities to stir up the gift in him.  Paul also emphasized as he warned 
Timothy that only the one who perseveres, whether a soldier, an athlete or minister 
of Jesus Christ, will reap a reward.  Paul continued to warn Timothy that his 
teaching will come under the attack as men desert the truth and go on to myths and 
anything that will soothe their itching ears! (2Tim 4:3).  However, Timothy was to 
remain an example to the others so long as he had Paul as his guide and the Word of 
God to fortify him as he faces the growing opposition and growing opportunities in 
the last days. 

3. Thus our text for today reads, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of 
God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 2 To Timothy my true son in the 
faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 As 
I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may 
command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote 
themselves to myths and endless genealogies.  Such things promote controversial 
speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of 
this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. 
7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking 
about or what they so confidently affirm.  8 We know that the law is good if one uses 
it properly. 9 We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for 
lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those 
who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for 
those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for 
whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel 



concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me” (1Timothy 1:1-
11). 

4. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
this sermon as follows: 

• There is a great need for discipleship and mentoring in the Church. 
•  The Church, then and now, faces the Challenge to eradicate false 

doctrine; safeguard public worship; and develop mature leadership. This 
will ensure that certain people in the Church are commanded not to teach 
false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies.   The ultimate goal is attain love relationships that are from a 
pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

• There are certain people that want to be teachers of the law, but they do 
not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm 
because they have departed from genuine love and truth which come from 
a pure heart, good conscience and sincere faith. 

• The law is good if one uses it properly for the law is made not for the 
righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the 
unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers, for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, 
for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else that is 
contrary to the sound doctrine which conforms to the gospel concerning 
the glory of the blessed God. And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
5.  So if you desire to eradicate false doctrine, safeguard public worship, and develop 

mature leadership as well as genuine love and truth which come from a pure heart, 
good conscience and sincere faith, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept 
Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your 
faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 
shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved as well as become part of 
God’s family and kingdom.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while 
the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why don’t you 
also write and tell us?  

 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  
June 10, 2012      2. God’s Grace to Paul and Paul’s Renewed Charge to Timothy 
 1Tim 1:11-20 
 

1. Discipleship and mentoring are no easy tasks as these processes require the grace of 
God, patience and time for success.  Before you can truly mentor or disciple 
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someone, you first need to acknowledge and appreciate God’s grace then you can 
see the great need for consistent discipleship and mentoring in the Church. Paul 
realized, acknowledged and appreciated the grace of God first and then he was able 
to mentor and disciple Timothy as his son in the ministry.  We shall employ both 
epistles of Timothy in this sermon series on “Discipleship and Mentoring in the 
Church”.  In these epistles, Paul the experience elder-statesman writes to the 
younger Pastor, Timothy who was facing a heavy burden of responsibility in the 
Church at Ephesus.  In the Church, young ministers do always face similar 
challenges as Timothy did in his ministry to include: trying to eradicate false 
doctrine; safeguarding public worship; and development of mature leadership.  
These are the same kinds of challenges that pastors face in the Church today.  This 
is the reason for consistent discipleship and mentoring in the Church as both the 
conduct of the Church and the conduct of the mentor as well as the mentee must be 
addressed.  For instance Paul admonished Timothy that he must be on his guard so 
that his youthfulness would not be a liability but an asset for the gospel.  The 
mentee, just like Timothy must be careful to avoid false teachers and greedy 
motives; but must pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance/patience 
and gentleness that befit a man of God (1Tim 6:11).  

2. Serving God with a heart of gratitude and acknowledging God’s grace with deep 
appreciation and perseverance enables us to mentor and disciple others successfully.  
Paul proofed this in his ministry.  Thus our text for today reads, “I thank Christ 
Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, 
appointing me to his service.  13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 
unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  15 Here is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom 
I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the 
worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for 
those who would believe in him and receive eternal life.  17 Now to the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 18 
Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies 
once made about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, 19 
holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so have 
suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith.  20 Among them are Hymenaeus and 
Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme” 
(1Timothy 1:11-20). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
this sermon as follows: 

• There is a great need for discipleship and mentoring in the Church. 
•  The Church, then and now, faces the Challenge to eradicate false 

doctrine; safeguard public worship; and develop mature leadership. This 
will ensure that certain people in the Church are commanded not to teach 
false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies.   The ultimate goal is to attain love relationships that are from 
a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

• There are certain people that want to be teachers of the law, but they do 



not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm 
because they have departed from genuine love and truth which come from 
a pure heart, good conscience and sincere faith.  They have continued to 
be blasphemers like Hymenaeus and Alexander whom Paul handed over 
to Satan. 

• Be prepared to serve the Lord and fight the good fight of faith that is 
always come out of love and from a pure heart and a good conscience so 
that you will be considered trustworthy and appointed to His service.  

• Be grateful for God’s mercy because like Paul we have all acted in 
ignorance and fought some bad fights.  

• The foundation however to eternal life is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  
And if we are sincere to ourselves, we may be the worst.  And let the 
church say, “Amen!”  

 
4.  So if you desire to fully accept the trustworthy saying that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus 
Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in 
Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of 
His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved as well as become part of God’s family 
and kingdom.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise 
Team leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why don’t you 
also write and tell us?  

 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  
June 17, 2012      3. Instructions on Worship   1Tim 2:1-15 
 

1. It requires the grace of God, patience and time to successfully accomplish the 
difficult tasks of discipleship and mentoring.  We shall employ both epistles of 
Timothy in this sermon series on “Discipleship and Mentoring in the Church”.  In 
these epistles, Paul the experience elder-statesman writes to the younger Pastor, 
Timothy who was facing a heavy burden of responsibility in the Church at Ephesus.  
In the Church today, young ministers do face similar challenges as Timothy did in 
his ministry to include: trying to eradicate false doctrine; safeguarding public 
worship; and development of mature leadership.  These are the same kinds of 
challenges that pastors face too.  This is the reason for consistent discipleship and 
mentoring in the Church as both the conduct of the Church and the conduct of the 
mentor as well as the mentee must be addressed.  Today’s discussion focuses on the 
subject of safeguarding public worship as Paul presented instructions for worship.  
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2. Thus our text for today reads, “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask 
God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. 2 Pray this 
way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet 
lives marked by godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 
who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 5 For there is only one 
God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ 
Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God 
gave to the world at just the right time. 7 And I have been chosen as a preacher and 
apostle to teach the Gentiles this message about faith and truth. I’m not 
exaggerating—just telling the truth. 8 In every place of worship, I want men to pray 
with holy hands lifted up to God, free from anger and controversy.  9 And I want 
women to be modest in their appearance.  They should wear decent and appropriate 
clothing and not draw attention to themselves by the way they fix their hair or by 
wearing gold or pearls or expensive clothes. 10 For women who claim to be devoted 
to God should make themselves attractive by the good things they do.  11 Women 
should learn quietly and submissively. 12 I do not let women teach men or have 
authority over them. Let them listen quietly. 13 For God made Adam first, and 
afterward he made Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived by Satan. The 
woman was deceived, and sin was the result. 15 But women will be saved through 
childbearing, assuming they continue to live in faith, love, holiness, and modesty” 
(1Timothy 2:1-15). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize 
this sermon as follows: 

• Public worship involves all kinds of prayer: invocation, supplication, 
petition, intercession and thanksgiving for all people including those in 
authority. 

• This is pleasing to God who does desire anyone to perish but everyone to 
be safe and understand the truth. 

• This truth is: there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile 
God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus.  He gave his life to purchase 
freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just 
the right time.  

• Preachers and apostles have been chosen and given the responsibilities of 
discipleship and mentoring in worship.  For instance Paul said, “I have 
been chosen as a preacher and apostle to teach the Gentiles this message 
about faith and truth. I’m not exaggerating—just telling the truth”.  

• In every place of worship, men are to pray with holy hands lifted up to 
God, free from anger and controversy and women likewise are to join the 
men in humility being modest in their appearance so that they would not 
become the center of attraction.  They should wear decent and 
appropriate clothing and not draw attention to themselves by their 
hairdos/hairstyles or by wearing gold or pearls or expensive clothes.  

• Women who claim to be devoted to God should make themselves 
attractive by the good things they do.   

• Women are not to take over men and have authority them but should 
learn quietly and submissively along with others because God made Adam 



first, and afterward Eve and it was not Adam who was deceived by Satan 
but the woman, and sin was the result.  

• Women will be saved through childbearing, because childbearing brought 
about salvation, reversing the effect of sin from Eve’s deception. This 
salvation only comes to those who continue in faith, love, holiness, and 
modesty unto Christian maturity.  

• And let the church say, “Amen!”  
 

4.  So if you desire to fully understand the instructions on public worship, we invite 
you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again 
to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  May God bless 
you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why don’t you 
also write and tell us?  

 
 
 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE EPISTLES OF TIMOTHY: DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING IN THE CHURCH  
 

June 24, 2012    4. Qualifications for Overseers and Deacons 1 Timothy 3:1-13 
 
The life of any church is found in Discipleship and Mentoring Christians to maturity. The 
Church of Christ is responsible for the Discipleship and Mentoring of new Christians unto 
maturity. Discipleship is teaching and instruction concerning our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Teaching takes place at the local church at Church School, Bible study classes and other 
seminars and conferences. Mentoring then is the visual, physical, example of the faith seen 
in everyday life. Mentoring is training that is interpersonal, seen in practical application in 
a person’s life. It is the church’s duty to disciple, teach, mentor and train Christians to 
maturity to ensure that the integrity of the church is not entangled with the Devil.  
 
Discipleship and Mentoring must take place to safeguard against the immature harming 
the church. The new believer may want to start serving or leading in the church but first 
must be taught and mentored so that they are serving according to knowledge and truth. 
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The knowledgeable Christian must also be mentored and trained to avoid only knowing 
the truth and not practicing it.  This is exactly what Paul left Timothy to do with the new 
Church in Ephesus. Timothy was left with the church in Ephesus by Paul to establish the 
church’s life by teaching and mentoring the new believers in the faith and unto maturity. 
Paul also instructed Timothy to establish Leadership accountability in the church with the 
offices of the Bishops and Deacons. Paul, in the 3rd chapter of 1 Timothy, sets the standard 
to hold leadership within the church to. Paul also urges that the believers profession of 
faith should reflect their spiritual belief in their lives, in a physical and visual way. 
 
The first office Timothy is instructed by Paul to set is Bishops in the local church. The 
Greek word for Bishop is Episkopos, which is traditionally translated as Bishop, but 
literally means “Overseer”.  A bishop or overseer is a mature elder in the ministry 
entrusted to guard the flock by leading and teaching. Bishops are ones who overseer 
multiple church congregations. In the local church, the Pastor can set other overseers over 
the various ministries within the church that are accountable to him. Any overseer within 
the church should look to the set office of the Pastor as an example of how to lead their 
respective ministry within the church.  
 
 
Anyone who aspires to be an overseer in the ministry desires a noble task, but must have a 
call to service from God. (1 Tim. 3:1) Their behavior must be above disappointing and 
disapproving. They must have a simple and pure married life that is not complicated or 
confusing. They must not be volatile or unpredictable but must be self controlled, alert, 
tactful, considerate, sensitive, thoughtful and polite in behavior and speech in any given 
situation.  They must be friendly, sociable, receptive, generous, welcoming, 
accommodating, and have a love for and to care for people.  They must first be teachable 
then be able to teach others. (1 Tim. 3:2) They must not be excessive drinkers but have a 
strong self control being able to restrain their temper. They also must not be motivated by 
money. (1 Tim. 3:3) The overseer must be one that rules and manages his own family and 
household well, proving that they are able to rule and manage God’s spiritual house and 
family- The Church. (1 Tim. 3:4-5) They must not be a recent convert but must be one that 
has been disciple, taught, mentored and trained to avoid becoming conceited and suffer the 
same judgment that Satan suffered, when as an overseer in heaven became prideful and 
suffered and epic fall.  (1 Tim. 3:6) They must finally not only be right with themselves 
before God, their family, and their church but also with society to keep the integrity of the 
church from being entangled with the devil.  (1 Tim. 3:7) 
 
Paul then encourages Timothy to set within the church the office of the deacon. The Greek 
word for deacon is Diakonos, being translated as “servants” or “ministers”. It is the Pastor 
and overseers who care for the church but the deacons and servants serve the church 
within the various ministries. All the servants within the church are to look to the set office 



of the deacons as an example of how to serve the church. So likewise they should be worthy 
of respect, sincere, not drunkards or greedy for dishonest gain but servants who look to 
give and not receive. (1 Tim. 3:8) They must know the truth of the faith in a clear 
conscience, without doubting. (1 Tim. 3:9) They must also first be taught, disciple, 
mentored and trained before serving within the church. (1 Tim. 3:10) In the same way 
women are to be worthy of respect, not slanders but temperate, self controlled and 
trustworthy in all things. (1 Tim. 3:11) They are to also be the husbands of one wife ruling 
their children and households well. (1 Tim. 3:12) The ones who serve well earn for 
themselves and excellent standing and great assurance in their faith. (1 Tim. 3:13) 
 
Paul is writing to Timothy concerning the life and structure of the church and how people 
ought to conduct themselves in the House of God, the pillar and foundation of the Truth. 
For great is the mystery of godliness that the church has been entrusted with to share with 
the world. Great is the mystery of how God would leave his heavenly throne, leave 
divinity, and come down to humanity wrapped in human flesh, being born of a virgin. 
Great is the mystery of how he lived in the flesh but walked in the spirit, giving himself 
completely to God.  Great is the mystery of how he lived without sin, giving himself a 
ransom for all, being accepted and justified by God. Great is the mystery of how one 
would die for all and through one all might have eternal life. Great is the mystery how he 
died and was buried but then was resurrected from the dead, received into glory, seen of 
angels, and now reigns in heaven. The great truth of Jesus Christ is now preached to 
unbelievers and is now believed on throughout the entire world.  
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why don’t you also write and tell us? 
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