
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF PETER – THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES  
March 4, 2012     1. Introduction to the Epistles of Peter  1Peter 1:1-2 

1. Let me begin this series by informing you that I have always loved the rich sound of 
a good twelve string guitar. Although I very seldom get to play it or any guitar these 
days, I love to listen to the twelve string guitar whenever it is played. The octave 
tuning of the two sets of six strings gives each chord, each strum, and even each 
pluck, a richness that a six string can never quite match.  But the music from twelve 
string guitars is usually glorious or bad! One string, just a little out of tune poisons 
the whole chord. Two slightly out of tune and it’s an awful sound! With twelve 
strings to contend with, the guitar doesn't stay in tune very long. With different 
thicknesses and lengths, the strings are very susceptible to falling out of tune after a 
song or two, or even just sitting in the guitar case. If you consider and add to the 
mix things like temperature changes, humidity fluctuations, and being bumped 
around a little, you quickly discover the down side of having such a rich sounding 
instrument: you are always tuning the twelve string guitar!  
 

2. Does this sound familiar to you? Life is sometimes hard, nearly always hectic, and 
incessantly stressful. Many of the pressures we face are beyond our control. We find 
our lives with the Lord and His people constantly knocked out of tune. Satan does 
all he can to arouse suspicion, twist words, inflame passions, promote dissension, 
entrap in sin, or stir up gossip to hurt feelings. He does all he can to take the rich 
harmony of God's people and make it sound foul and out of tune.  
 

3. So what do we do or what can we do? In a way, that's what "coming to church" is 
all about. We come and gather together around the central events of our faith - the 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Together in unity we come to offer 
up our hearts, our prayers, and our voices to praise the One True and Living God. 
Together as a fellowship we come to repent of our sins and commit ourselves to 
honor Jesus as Lord. We come together to learn about each other and our shared 
struggles so we can encourage the weak and lift the fallen.  So as each Sunday 
approaches, don't look at it as merely "going to church." Recognize it for what it 
really is. God is tuning His twelve string so when He plays it during the week, to a 
world in dire need of sweet music, each song is richly filled with His love and tuned 
to His grace.  

4. Therefore as we begin a new series on “The Church and Hard Times” using the 
Epistles of Peter, let me suggest to you that the Church always goes through periods 
of hard times.  These hard times are due to problems and forces outside the Church 
as well as those within.   The First epistle of Peter deals with problems from the 
outside while second deals with those from within.  The problems from the outsides 
involve persecution and trials while those from within involve false teachings, 
heresies, rebellion and apostasy.   

5. Persecution and trials are instruments of sufferings.  These can cause either growth 
or bitterness in the Christian life depending on your individual responses and the 
choices/decisions you make that do determine the ultimate result.  Peter wrote the 



Jewish believers struggling in the midst of persecution during the time of Emperor 
Nero to encourage them to act courageously for the person and program of Christ.  
Since they were born to a living hope, they are to imitate Jesus Christ, the Holy One 
who has called them so that both their character and conduct are above reproach.  
Peter further urged them that to proof the genuineness of their faith, the fruit of 
their character must be the conduct which is rooted in relational submissions like: 
citizens to government, servants to masters, wives to husbands, husbands to wives, 
and Christians one to another.  It is only after submission was fully understood that 
Peter moved into the difficult subject of suffering.  For instance, he instructed that 
Christians are not to “think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing was happening to you” (1Peter 4:12), but to rejoice as 
partakers of the suffering of Christ.  Such a response to life is beyond doubt the 
climax of one’s submission to the good hand of God. 

6. Concerning the internal problems of false teachers, heresies, rebellion and apostasy, 
Peter wrote to warn believers in his second epistle about those who peddle with the 
Christian doctrine.  He began by urging the believers to keep close watch on their 
personal life because the Christian life demands diligence in pursuing moral 
excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
selfless love.  On the contrary, false teachers are sensual, arrogant, greedy, and 
covetous.  False teachers scoff at the thought of future judgment and live their lives 
as if the present is all that matters; and it is the same that would be the pattern for 
the future.  Peter quickly reminded them that although God may be longsuffering in 
sending judgment, ultimately it will surely come.  If so, believers must live lives of 
godliness, blamelessness, and steadfastness. 

7. Therefore as we go through the Epistles of Peter, it is my hope that you would 
benefit from understanding the purposes of hard times in the Church and respond 
positively by conducting yourself appropriately to reflect the character of Christ as 
you grow and mature in the faith.  So as we introduce these epistles of Peter, let us 
focus for a moment on the author, the recipients and the author’s desire for the 
recipients.  Thus our text for today reads, “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,   To 
God’s elect, exiles (pilgrims) scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:  Grace and peace be yours in 
abundance” (1Peter 1:1-2). 

8. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize it 
as follows: 

• The epistles were written by Peter – an apostle of Jesus Christ 
• The epistles were addressed to: 

o God’s elect 
o Exiles (pilgrims) scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia 
o Those who have been chosen: 

 According to the foreknowledge of God the Father 
 through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to 

Jesus Christ   
 and sprinkled with his blood 



• There is the need of grace and peace to be in abundance for the believers 
so we can be perfectly tuned as the twelve string guitar to produce the 
glorious music that the world needs every day.   

• Hard times remind us of the need to depend on God to be tuned in His 
presence and will for our lives.  And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
9.  So if you desire to know God and enjoy His election to the status of a child of God 

to enjoy the grace of God and His abundant peace we invite you to come, repent, 
and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with 
your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin 
through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved.  May God 
bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 
 
And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE EPISTLES OF PETER - THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES 
March 11, 2012     2. Praise to God for a Living Hope 1 Peter 1:3-12 
 

1 Peter is a very personal letter to those who believe in God and are His children.  As the 
believers, born again children of God, Peter uses this epistle to remind and re-strengthen 
them in the midst of suffering with a reason to Praise God for a living hope.  He 
encourages them not only with a living heavenly hope but also an eternal inheritance that 
is awaiting them.   

To every believer, the apostle Peter makes it clear as to why they should praise and thank 
God for a living hope and it is because of His great mercy to us. Out of His mercy for us 
He has given us new birth into a living hope through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ our 
Lord from the Dead. (1 Peter 1:3) Then since Jesus is not dead but alive, the Hope that we 
have in Him is not a useless dead hope but a Living Hope. Each person that believes in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus also are born again into this Living Hope. Peter then 
continues to encourage the believers with their eternal inheritance kept in Heaven for 
them where it will never perish, spoil or fade. (1 Peter 1:4) 

This Living Hope that we have because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
Salvation and Salvation’s basis is Faith. Peter informs us that through our Faith in the 
death and resurrection of Christ we are kept and shielded by an all powerful God’s 
Governmental Ruling over our lives. (1 Peter 1:5)  Peter assures us that this is a reason for 
us to rejoice.  He lets the believers know that they should rejoice even though for a season 
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or a little while (if need be) they may have to suffer grief in all kinds of trials and even be 
in heaviness through manifold temptations. (1 Peter 1:6) 

Peter affirms that trials and temptations come that our faith may be tried and proven 
genuine and result in praise, glory and honor unto Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:7) The trial of 
our Faith is of Great importance because the basis of our Hope of salvation, through Jesus, 
is by Faith.  That is why without faith it is impossible to please God. (Hebrews 11:6)  As 
believers, we are to walk by Faith and not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7) We are not to walk 
by our senses but by Faith.  Now Faith is the substance (the makeup) of things Hoped for 
and the evidence (the proof) of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1) Peter lets us know that by 
faith although we do not see Him we love and believe in Him and in result why we should 
be filled with an inexpressible and glorious Joy. (1 Peter 1:8) We should rejoice because 
the goal of our faith is being reached by believing in Him, which is the salvation of our 
souls. (1 Peter 1:9) 

Peter concludes by informing us that God’s coming grace, this Salvation, was prophesied 
by the prophets of old when the spoke by the Spirit of Christ the sufferings that he would 
go through and the coming glory that would follow. (1 Peter 1:10-12) This was the Gospel 
that Peter and the other Apostles preached, that Jesus suffered and died and was 
resurrected from the dead. This is why we can have joy in the Hope of Salvation by Faith 
in Jesus Christ.  But, the Heavenly Hope and Eternal Inheritance that 1st Peter speaks of 
is only promised to those that believe in Jesus Christ and are His children! This Promised 
Living Hope during Hard Times is only to those that have a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
If you desire to have a relationship with Christ or want to rededicate your life to Christ 
why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior, then write and tell us 
at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org 

 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you also pray asking Jesus Christ to 
be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are 
a child of God, and this message has blessed or helped you why don’t you also write and 
tell us?  
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF PETER – THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES  
March 18, 2012     3. Be Holy  1Peter 1:13-2:3 

1. Every sovereign entity has ambassadors scattered in foreign nations to represent 
their best interests and reflect good citizenry.  As ambassadors for Christ, 
Christians must represent the sovereignty of heaven and reflect the character of 
Christ in their conducts during good times as well as during hard times in the 
country of sojourning.  And since the head of the sovereignty of heaven, God, is holy 
Christians must be holy as sojourners or pilgrims or rather let me say God’s 
ambassadors here on earth.   One thing that typifies the conduct of ambassadors is 
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the reverential fear of their home country so as not to misrepresent its good image. 
2. So as we continue our new series on “The Church and Hard Times” using the 

Epistles of Peter, let me suggest to you that the Church always goes through periods 
of hard times.  These hard times are due to problems and forces outside the Church 
as well as those within.   The First epistle of Peter deals with problems from the 
outside while second deals with those from within.  The problems from the outsides 
involve persecution and trials while those from within involve false teachings, 
heresies, rebellion and apostasy.   

3. Peter encourages the believers who were going through hard time to be of good 
courage because they had a living hope through Jesus Christ.  Peter further urged 
them to rejoice in the new birth we have through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
into a living hope and an inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled and does not 
fade.  We are to rejoice because our salvation is shielded by our faith in Jesus 
Christ.  So as we go through these trials, sufferings and hard times the Christians 
are not to “think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing was happening to you” (1Peter 4:12), but to rejoice as partakers 
of the suffering of Christ.  Such trials come to test the genuineness of your faith.  
Therefore, the believers must keep close watch on their personal life because the 
Christian life demands diligence in pursuing moral excellence, knowledge, self-
control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and selfless love.  These are the 
prerequisites for a holy life.  And since our God is holy he requires that believers in 
him are to be holy to reflect his attributes and character as they grow and mature in 
the faith.   

4. Thus our text for today reads, “Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, 
set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his 
coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when 
you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you 
do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”  17 Since you call on a Father, 
who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in 
reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver 
or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you 
from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was 
revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who 
raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have 
sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.  23 For you 
have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living 
and enduring word of God. 24 For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is 
like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25 but the word of 
the Lord endures forever.”   And this is the word that was preached to you. 2:1 
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of 
every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good” (1Peter 
1:13-2:3). 

5. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize it 
as follows: 



• Christians have a new birth through faith in the death, burial and the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ that completed the price and work of 
salvation into a living hope with an inheritance that is incorruptible, 
undefiled and which does not fade. 

• As we mature in the faith we acquire the character of Christ through our 
conduct of reformed and transformed minds and hearts that reflect 
holiness because He is holy. 

• Christians are ambassadors for Christ, and God the Father.  Christians 
must therefore be holy as they are constantly acknowledging the brevity of 
life here on earth; that they are strangers or pilgrim here on earth and 
being mindful that only the Word of God endures forever. 

• Christians like new born babies must crave for pure spiritual milk so that 
by it they can grow unto salvation, mature in the faith and reflect the 
character of Christ in their holy conduct. 

• Finally, Christians must rid themselves of all malice and all deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind through their transformed and 
renewed sane minds and pure hearts so that they can be holy for God is 
holy. And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
6.  So if you desire to know God and enjoy the status of a child of God to partake in 

the inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled and which does not fade through 
holy living we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your 
heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He 
died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on 
Calvary, and you will be saved.  This salvation guarantees an inheritance that is 
incorruptible, undefiled and which does not fade.  May God bless you as you 
humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 
 
And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  

 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 
THE EPISTLES OF PETER – THE CHURCH AND HARD TIMES  

March 25, 2012     4. The Living Stone and the Chosen People  1Peter 2:4-10 
1. Living things possess certain common characteristics as they depend on oxygen for 

life. Living things follow a universal circle of life with birth, reproduction and death. 
They need all the basic nutrients for growth and development and are prone to 
disturbances in their metabolism. They share a mutual bonding through the 
ecosystem they survive in i.e. plants depend on animals for carbon dioxide and 
animals depend on plants for oxygen. Some of the similar characteristics of living 
things include: 

a. Cells - The basic component present in every living thing is the cell. Both 
plants and animals are made up of one to countless number of cells which 
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carry out different sets of functions. Life is generated from a single cell which 
then divides or multiplies to give rise to a complex living form. After 
fertilization, once the zygote is formed, the cells start differentiating into their 
types and over a certain period of time give rise to a fully developed, mature 
living thing. 

b. Energy-One of the most important characteristics of living things is the 
energy that they need to survive by using various forms of energy for the 
development of their bodies. The complete use of chemical energy they use to 
carry out their life processes is called metabolism. Plants use the energy from 
the sun or solar energy to carry out photosynthesis, the process for making 
their food (glucose). They are hence known as Autotrophs. Animals and 
humans however cannot produce their own food and are dependent on plants 
and other animals for their food and hence they are called the Heterotrophs. 
Therefore, energy is a common characteristic needed by all living things. 

c. Growth - All living things grow.  As development is an involuntary process, 
every cell in living things has to age. Growth and change is a part of all living 
organisms as cells divide to give rise to new and identical ones. Sometimes due 
to some genetic defects, during differentiation, some cells mutate to form 
other types of cells and result in complex organisms. This process of constant 
development and growth is also called organogenesis. 

d. Reproduction - All living organisms reproduce for the continuation of their 
species. Plants and animals have a reproductive system which is completely 
developed at puberty. There are two types of reproduction prevalent in 
nature, viz. sexual and asexual. The sexual reproduction involves the 
combination of genetic material to give rise to a single zygote that further 
develops into a bigger organism. The asexual reproduction involves the 
splitting of one organism or cell to form two separate individuals of the same 
species. 

e. Organization - Every living thing is highly organized when it comes to the 
pattern or built of the body. Plants as well as animals have very complicated 
cell structures arranged very uniquely in the different organs. The cells form 
organelles, and organelles form organs. The organs form organ-systems 
which make up the various parts of the organism. This is a network which 
every cell follows and thus living things are called highly organized beings. 

f. Death - Every living thing created will die someday. Both plants and animals 
have limited life spans during which they go through their life processes like 
development and reproduction. As the cells age over a particular time period, 
these overgrown cells start becoming weak and lose their functions. They 
can't survive the atmospheric pressures and give in to them eventually. This 
is called death of the living things. They all have a particular age they live up 
to and then surrender to nature. 

2. Stones are inanimate objects as they do not possess any of these characteristics of 
living things.  However, every building requires a solid, strong foundation and 
carefully selected or chosen building materials if it is to withstand harsh elemental 
conditions.  Christians, similarly must build their faith on a solid foundation, Jesus 
Christ (the Living Stone) and together be built (as living stones) into the church (the 
body of Christ) as a chosen people to represent the sovereignty of heaven and reflect 



the character of Christ in their conducts during good times as well as during hard 
times in this earth where they are sojourning.  They must possess the characteristics 
of living organs/organisms to withstand the harsh elements of hard times. 

3. So as we continue this series on “The Church and Hard Times” using the Epistles of 
Peter, let me suggest to you that the Church always goes through periods of hard 
times.  These hard times are due to problems and forces outside the Church as well 
as those within.   The problems from the outsides involve persecution and trials 
while those from within involve false teachings, heresies, rebellion and apostasy.  
These hard times will either build or break you depend on your attitudes towards 
them. 

4. So Peter encourages the believers who are going through hard time to be of good 
courage because they have a living hope through Jesus Christ.  Peter further urged 
them to rejoice because they have been born again through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ into a living hope and an inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled and 
does not fade.  We are to rejoice because our salvation is shielded by our faith in 
Jesus Christ.  So as we go through these trials, sufferings and hard times the 
Christians are not to “think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing was happening to you” (1Peter 4:12), but to rejoice as 
partakers of the suffering of Christ.  Such trials come to test the genuineness of your 
faith.  Therefore, the believers must keep close watch on their personal life because 
the Christian life demands diligence in pursuing moral excellence, knowledge, self-
control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and selfless love.  These are the 
prerequisites for a holy life.  And since our God is holy he requires that believers in 
him are to be holy to reflect his attributes and character as they grow and mature in 
the faith.  This is because believers have come to Jesus Christ, the living Stone, they 
are chosen as a peculiar people, like living stones being built into a spiritual house 
and to be a holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ.  

5. Thus our text for today reads, “As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by 
humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are 
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a 
stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will 
never be put to shame.”  7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to 
those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes 
them fall.”  They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what 
they were destined for.   9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy” (1Peter 2:4-10). 

6. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize it 
as follows: 

• Christians have a new birth through faith in the death, burial and the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ that paid the price and completed work of 
salvation into a living hope with an inheritance that is incorruptible, 
undefiled and which does not fade. 



• Christians are living stones being built into a spiritual house for worship 
as we mature in the faith we acquire the character of Christ through our 
conduct of reformed and transformed minds and hearts that reflect 
holiness because He is holy. 

• The believer who accepts Jesus Christ, the chosen and precious 
cornerstone, and trusts in him will never be put to shame because to you 
who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The 
stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone 
that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  They 
stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 
destined for.    

• Therefore Christians are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, to declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  This is because once you 
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  And let the church say, 
“Amen!”  

 
7.  So if you desire to know God and enjoy the status of a child of God to partake in 

the inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled and which does not fade through 
holy living we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your 
heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He 
died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on 
Calvary, and you will be saved.  This salvation guarantees an inheritance that is 
incorruptible, undefiled and which does not fade.  May God bless you as you 
humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 
 
And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ 
to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
If you are a child of God and this message has been a blessing or a help to you why 
don’t you also write and tell us?  
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