
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Associate Minister 

THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
November 4, 2012     10. The great Apostasy and The Man of Lawlessness 2Thes. 2:1-12 
 

Intro: Take personal Inventory – BK illustration 
 

1. Falling Away (Beseech) We ask you in authority 
1. Acts 20:29 – Savage Wolves will not spare the flock (Eph elders) 
2. Acts 20:29-30 – Even your own will get followers after them 
3. 1Tim 4:1-2 – Some will depart, abandon the faith 
4. Acts 17:1-9  : Church established in Thessalonica 

1. Follow deceiving spirits & things taught by demons  
2. Forbid folks to marry & abstain from certain foods  

5.  2 Peter 2:1- Spoke of false teachers/prophets in Asia minor 
1. Secretly introduce destructive heresies 

6. 1 John 2:18-19 – Antichrist gone out from them 
7. 1 John 4:1-3 – False prophets & test the spirit by the spirit 
8. Jude – Certain men crept in unnoticed 

1. Denying the authority of Jesus Christ 
 

9. Tradition – Take precedence over the word of God 
1. Religious holidays 
2. Pouring – then sprinkling – in place of emersion  
3. Creeds – instrumental music – Infant baptism 
4. Other religions 

 
10. We make a mess – God cleans it up 

1. Heb 3:13 – Encourage one another daily as long as it is called 
Today, so that none would be hardened by sin deceitfulness 

 
2.  Man of Sin revealed 

1. Take inventory of your life 
2. What sin have you not cast aside 
3. What sin is binding you/strong hold on you prior to his coming 
4. Lust, greed, envy, sexual immorality, drunkenness, anger, jealousy 



1. Will not inherit the kingdom of God 
5. The Man of Lawlessness – Sin is lawlessness 
6. The idea may be I don’t need to be torn down but lifted up 

1. Those who don’t want to hear the truth will harden their heart 
2. Body cannot function without you all in – fully  committed 
3. 1Cor 5:6 – Little Levin leaveneth the whole lump 
4. No  sin is an isolated event 

1. Achan – Removed from camp – At Ai 36 died in battle 
2. Emphasis on church as a unit 

 
7. The Man of sin and Apostasy 

1. Defect from the truth 
2. Temptation – worldliness 
3. Forsake spiritual living and worship 
4. Unbelief will be general condition 
5. Those that don’t believe the truth and harden their heart 

1. God send a strong delusion so they believe a lie. vs 11 
2. The holy spirit keeps the man of sin from running wild 
3. When the spirit leaves, Christ is going to destroy the 

unbeliever. vs8, 12 
 
3.   What do you believe about the coming of Christ? 

1. Rebel due to circumstances 
2. Refuse correction, instruction, parenting, or harden your heart 
3. Time, Talent, and, Tithe 
4. Are you rejecting the knowledge of God by not humbling yourself 

 
Conclusion: The truth of the Gospel.  Death and resurrection of Christ 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 
Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write us at 
pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this message has 
blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 
 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
November 11, 2012     11. Stand Firm and Pray for Us  2Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 
 
The 2nd chapter and the 13th verse of 2 Thessalonians is apart of the conclusion of 
Paul’s discussion on the man of lawlessness and the great apostasy. Paul says that 
before the Lord returns that many will be deceived and perish because they refused 
to love the truth and to be saved.  Many will be deceived and perish because they 
have believed a lie and will be condemned because they delighted in wickedness and 
not the truth. (2 Thess. 2:9-12) But, to the Thessalonians Paul thanks God for them 
because they had believed the truth of the Gospel that Paul had preached to them 
and not the many circulating lies.  
 
Paul tells them that they are loved by God and that from the beginning God had 
chose them to be saved through the sanctifying work of the spirit and belief in the 
Truth. (2 Thess. 2:13-14)  What Paul was explaining to the Thessalonians was a 
simply concept that many today fail to grasp.  God loves us. We are His creation and 
His mind is on us. He not only loves us but He chose us from the beginning.  He 
chose us as His own that through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit that we 
might be saved. (2 Thess. 2:13)God has always known who are His, even from the 
Beginning. God has never been confused about who belongs to Him, rather we are 
the ones who have trouble separating the “wheat from the chaff”. The Lamb’s book 
of Life, which the names of those who belong to Christ are written in, has been since 
the foundation of the worlds. (Rev. 17:18) So God has always known who are His. 
 
It is through the Gospel, as Paul says to the Thessalonians, that God’s Love and His 
choosing of us is revealed. (2 Thess. 2:14) It is through our belief in the Truth, the 
Gospel, that we are saved! It is in this Truth that Paul encourages the Thessalonians 
to stand firm in as they lived in a society full of individuals who had been deceived 
and believed a lie. (2 Thess. 2:15) Paul encouragement is for us today, to stand firm 
in the Truth of God’s word and what we have believed and have been taught. Paul 
tells them to Stand Firm and in the 3rd Chapter he tells them to also Pray! 
 
Paul might have spent the majority of his ministry in Thessalonica praying for the 
Thessalonians, but at this point Paul asks them to pray for him. (2 Thess. 3: 1) As 
any Christian develops they should learn to pray! Prayer is the line of 
communication with the God who loves us so. Prayer is just a dialogue and 



conversation with God. It is vital that we each have a personal prayer life. All 
throughout our day we should be communicating with God. It is also vital that we 
each know how to intercede for others. This is what Paul was asking for; he wanted 
the Believers to lift up prayers for him. Paul would ask them to pray for two specific 
requests.  His first request is that the Gospel would spread rapidly and be honored. 
(2 Thess. 3: 1) Paul knew that real change would only happen when individuals start 
to believe the Truth. When the Holy Spirit starts convicting, convincing, and 
converting individuals is when the Gospel will be honored. This was Paul’s prayer 
request. 
 
He also requested prayer for his protection from evil and wicked men. (2 Thess. 
3:2)We also should be praying every day for our protection because we constantly 
cross paths with evil and wicked men and women. They live in our communities, go 
to work and school with us, and travel on the same airlines; we should be thanking 
God for being faithful and loving us and protecting us daily. (2 Thess. 3: 3-5) If 
there was ever a time that we need to pray and stand firm and live according to the 
truth of the gospel - it is now. Perhaps you don’t know the God who loves you so 
much. He desires to hear from you and to love you.  
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be 
your Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a 
child of God and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
November 18, 2012     12. Warning against Idleness and Final Greetings
 2Thessalonians 3:6-18 
 

1. As we conclude our sermon series on the HOPE OF THE CHURCH using the 
EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS on this 132nd Church anniversary of Mt 
Traveler it is very appropriate to focus on the subject of Warning Against 
Idleness and Final Greetings.  Mt has existed this long by the grace of God 
and for the hard work of dedicated members who came before us.  This is the 
more reason why it is necessary to warn present members against idleness 
and salute the faithful members for their continuous support. 

2. Paul had many pleasant memories of the early days he spent with the infant 
Church at Thessalonica being impressed by their faith, hope, love and 
perseverance in the persecution which were exemplary and testimony to other 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


churches.  Paul’s labor as a spiritual leader in this infant church was greatly 
rewarded and his affection towards this church is visible in every line of his 
epistles to the Thessalonians.  He encouraged them to excel in their newfound 
faith, to increase their love for one another, and to rejoice, pray, and give 
thanks always.  He closed the first letter with instructions regarding the 
return of the Lord, whose advent signifies hope and comfort for believers 
both living and dead.  In his second letter he dealt with the false doctrine of 
the second coming (the Day) of the Lord and emphasized the events that must 
first take place.  The Day of the Lord’s coming should cause believers to labor 
for the gospel rather than have a lazy resignation. Each time you think of the 
second coming of Christ it ought to make you purify yourself because he is 
coming for a pure Church (1John 3:1-3) and this is why John stated “See 
what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of 
God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All 
those who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure”. 
Remember a time is coming and now it is that some will deceive you that 
Christ has already come so that you may lose hope and practice idleness that 
enhances lawlessness.  Therefore, it is necessary to warn present believers 
against idleness and salute the faithful laborers for the course of Christ.  This 
was also Paul’s mission as he concluded the epistles to the Thessalonians.  

3. Thus our text for today reads, “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is 
idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you received 
from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We 
were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without 
paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling 
so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we 
do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model 
for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 
“The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 11 We hear that some 
among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 
12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down 
and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and sisters never tire 
of doing what is good.  14 Take special note of anyone who does not obey our 
instruction in this letter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may 
feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you 
would a fellow believer.  16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you 
peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 17 I, Paul, 
write this greeting in my own hand, which is the distinguishing mark in all 
my letters. This is how I write.  18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 



you all” (2Thessalonians 3:6-18). 
 

4. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to 
summarize this sermon as follows:  

• The second coming of Christ is of paramount importance as it is the 
ultimate hope for the believers.   

• Don’t be deceived by those who discourage you that Christ had 
already come so that you will wallow in sin by being idle to indulge 
in lawlessness. 

• We urge brothers and sisters to keep away from every believer who 
is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching 
you receive from us. 

• We offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate by not being idle 
but working hard night and day, laboring and toiling so that we 
would not be a burden to any of you.  

• Therefore just like Paul, we give you this rule: “The one who is 
unwilling to work and remains idle and disruptive should not eat.”  

• Those of you who are not busy working hard but busybodies we 
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn 
you living.  

• And brothers and sisters never get tired of doing what is good.  Also 
take special note of anyone who does not obey our instructions and 
do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. 
But do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a 
fellow believer.   

• Finally, now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all 
times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you and the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! And let the church say, 
“Amen!”   

5.  So if you desire to fully understand the hope of the church and partake in 
this great reunion for eternity, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly 
accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your 
mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your 
sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved as 
well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then live to please God by 
faith, hope and love. May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while 
the Choir leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 
Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write us at 
pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this message has 
blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
November 25, 2012      13. Reasons for Thanksgiving  Psalms 100:1-5 
 

1. You must never take everything for granted in life.  Learn to appreciate life 
with all its problems.  In fact, life is problem solving.  As such a heart that 
knows the source of its blessings is ever grateful and expresses this gratitude 
in thanksgiving. It is not the thanksgiving meal or what you have in the meal 
that makes you thankful but personally knowing the source of your blessings! 
It is not in being religious either because you religion may be out of 
ignorance.  The question then to answer today as we celebrate thanksgiving 
is: Do you know the Source of your blessings?  If you do, then you would 
know the reasons for Thanksgiving.   

2. Each day that you wake up and know where you are because you are in you 
right mind is enough reason for you to be thankful for the One who gave you 
the right mind.  In case you don’t know who gives you the right mind, let me 
remind you that He is your Creator.  He is God who many people don’t know 
Him because they have other gods.  To such people He is the “unknown God”. 
Dr. Luke explains this in Acts 17 about the people of Athens as he wrote: 
“Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of 
Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  23 For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar 
with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very 
thing you worship — and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.  24 “The 
God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by 
human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life 
and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, 
that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed 
times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they 
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not 
far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ 
As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 29 “Therefore 
since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill.  30 In the 
past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent.  31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world 
with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to 
everyone by raising him from the dead.”  32 When they heard about the 
resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, “We want to 
hear you again on this subject” (Acts 17:22-32).  Why did they want to hear 
about the resurrection again? This is because the resurrection and the second 



coming of Christ are the two important events that provide hope for the 
church.  Also, it is this same “UNKNOWN GOD” that Paul spoke about in 
Athens who gives believers sound minds. Later in his life, Paul wrote 
Timothy, his son in the ministry that “For the Spirit God gave us does not 
make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline (sound mind)” (2 
Timothy 1:7).  So believers that know God who is unknown to most people 
have reasons for thanksgiving every day.  David, the Psalmist and second 
king of Israel, knew God personally as the source of his blessings and thus did 
have reasons for thanksgiving when he wrote the hundredth Psalm. 

3. Thus our text for today reads, “Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 2 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.  3 Know 
that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, 
the sheep of his pasture.  4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts 
with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.  5 For the Lord is good 
and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all 
generations” (Psalm 100:1-5). 

4. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to 
summarize this sermon as follows – The reasons for thanksgiving are found in 
these facts: 

• The resurrection and the second coming of Christ are of paramount 
importance as they provide ultimate hope for the believers.   

• Believers know the “unknown God” personally through faith in 
Jesus Christ, for in Him we live and move and have our being; and 
moreover the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives 
us power, love and self-discipline (sound mind). 

• Believers therefore must shout for joy to the Lord and worship the 
Lord with gladness; they also come before Him with joyful songs.  

• Believers know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us, and we 
are His; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.   

• Therefore believers enter His gates with thanksgiving and His 
courts with praise; giving thanks to Him and praising His name 
because the Lord is good and His love endures forever and His 
faithfulness continues through all generations.   And let the church 
say, “Amen!”   

5.  So if you desire to fully understand the hope of the church so that you can 
have reasons for thanksgiving every day, we invite you to come, repent, and 
humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess 
with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you 
from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be 
saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then as you live 
to please God by faith you will have reasons for thanksgiving. May God bless 
you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 



 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus 
Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write us at 
pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this message has 
blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
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