
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
September 2, 2012     1. Introduction and Salutation for their Good Example  1 Thess. 1:1-10 
 

1. Today we begin another series: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH using the EPISTLES OF 
THESSALONIANS.  Paul had many pleasant memories of the early days he spent with the 
infant Church at Thessalonica.  Impressive were their faith, hope, love and perseverance 
in the persecution which were exemplary and testimony to other churches.  Paul’s labor as 
a spiritual leader in this infant church was greatly rewarded and his affection towards this 
church is visible in every line of his epistles to the Thessalonians.  He encourages them to 
excel in their newfound faith, to increase their love for one another, and to rejoice, pray, 
and give thanks always.  He closed the first letter with instruction regarding the return of 
the Lord, whose advent signifies hope and comfort for believers both living and dead.  In 
his second letter he dealt with the false doctrine of the second coming (the Day) of the Lord 
and emphasized the events that must first take place.  The Day of the Lord’s coming 
should cause believers to labor for the gospel rather than have a lazy resignation.  Today 
we begin this series by focusing on the Introduction and Salutation to the Church at 
Thessalonica for their good example. 

2. Thus our text for today reads, “Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2 We 
always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We 
remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted 
by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, 
brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to 
you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. 
You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by 
the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your 
faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything 
about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead —Jesus, who rescues us from the coming 
wrath” (1 Thessalonians 1:1-10). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize this 
sermon as follows: Paul saluted this church because 

• Of their work which was produced by faith, labor prompted by love, and 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

• They readily and joyously received the gospel that came to them not simply with 
words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction because of 
how the messengers of the gospel lived among them.  

• They became imitators of the messengers of the gospel and of the Lord and 
welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit.  And so they became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia.  

• The Lord’s message rang out from them not only in Macedonia and Achaia—but 



their faith in God has become known everywhere such that the apostle did not 
need to say anything about what kind of reception they were given by this 
church.  

• Most importantly, members of this church turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead —Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.  For this where the 
hope of the church lies!   And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
4.  So if you desire to fully understand the hope of the church, we invite you to come, repent, 

and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your 
mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through 
the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved as well as become part of 
God’s family and kingdom.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the 
Choir leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
September 9, 2012     2. Paul’s Ministry in Thessalonica 1 Thess. 2:1-16 

 
In the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 17, we find the length of Paul’s ministry in Thessalonica - the Capital 
city of Macedonia. Paul only ministered in Thessalonica for three Sabbaths or for less than one month before he was 
forced to leave because of persecution. In order to give comfort and encouragement to the Christians in Thessalonica, 
Paul wrote his 1st letter to them.  Paul begins his letter by thanking God for them and by remembering before God 
their work, acts, actions, and activities that were produced by Faith. He remembers their labor, toil, and working that 
were prompted by Love. And, he finally remembers their endurance inspired by their Hope in Jesus Christ. Paul 
speaks of how they had become an example to all the Christians in the providence of Macedonia and Achaia.  

Paul then begins to speak about his manor of life and his ministry while he was among the Thessalonians. Paul says 
that his visit was not in vain or a failure.  Paul says that despite the sufferings that he previously faced in Philippi 
(Acts16) he dared to enter Thessalonica and preach the gospel. (1 Thess. 2:1-2) Paul alludes to the fact that while he 
was among them he did not have impure motives, nor was he trying to trick or manipulate them. Paul did not come 
with deceit or lies but on the contrary he was trying to please God, who entrusted him with the Gospel. Paul 
continues by saying that he did not use flattery to cover up greed nor did he seek praise from men. But, Paul says he 
was gentle among them like a mother caring for her children. (1 Thess. 2:3-9) 

Paul never presented the Gospel or his life as trying to get or receive something from others. Paul lived his life and 
presented the Gospel just as it should be presented: as the Truth, free of charge. Paul lived the type of life that was 
Holy in conduct towards God; Righteous in conduct towards men and Blameless in conduct towards both God and 
man. Paul, as a father figure to the Thessalonians, wanted to encourage and comfort them as children in Christ in the 
way they ought to go about living lives worthy of God who called them. (1 Thess. 2:10-12) 
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Paul, in verses 10-14, lays out for us the steps of the Christian Faith that after hearing and receiving the word, we 
accept it as truth then allow it to work within you that we may become imitators of those who live holy, righteous, 
and blameless. The Christian life should have Faith in God as its foundation. Love towards God and others as the 
motivation and Hope in the Lord’s return as the source of endurance in your every work, action, labor, and activity. 
The believer should Live, Walk and Work by Faith and Love in the Hope of the Lord’s coming back.  

Christians must have Hope, for Hope builds Endurance. Paul knew that Hope was of great importance for us as 
Christians, because there will be some tough situations that we will need Hope to endure through. There is but one 
Hope for the Church and Christians - the Lord Jesus Christ.  Through every situation, problem and even dark hour our 
Hope is in He who can take the impossible and make it Possible.  The only Hope in heaven and earth is found in Jesus 
Christ the resurrected Savior and son of God, for only through him came salvation from sin be found.   

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 

 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 
THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  

September 16, 2012     3. Paul longing to see the Thessalonians  1 Thess. 2:17-3:5 
 

In the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 17, we find the length of Paul’s ministry in Thessalonica - the Capital 
city of Macedonia- is summed up in three Sabbaths or in less than one month because of strong opposition from 
those who opposed him. Those who were against Paul and his preaching of the Gospel of Jesus in their Jewish 
synagogues formed a mob and incited a riot against Paul. Paul and his traveling party were then immediately moved 
from Thessalonica to a neighboring city in the Macedonian Providence named Berea. But, when those who opposed 
Paul and his preaching found out that he was now in Berea preaching, they went there and began to stir up the 
people against Paul, Timothy and Silas. By night, Paul would be sent away from the Providence of Macedonia to the 
Southern Coastal Providence of Achaia to the city of Athens. He would leave instruction behind for Timothy and Silas 
to join him in Achaia as soon as they could. 

At the end of the second chapter of 1st Thessalonians, Paul begins to express his longing and desire to again see the 
Thessalonians, who had become examples to all Christians in the Providence’s of Macedonia and Achaia for their 
Faith in God, and Love and Endurance in all their activities and labors. Paul knew that he was “taken” or “torn” away 
from the Thessalonians before he was ready to depart from them and he desired to see them again. So Paul would 
say that he wanted to come unto them and out of his intense longing to see them he made every effort to come to 
them again and again but Satan hindered and stopped him.  But Paul assured them, in this first letter to them, that he 
was only taken from them in person and not in his heart or mind.  Paul assured them that he was thinking about them 
because they would be his Glory, Joy and Crown in the Lord’s presence when he returns. (1 Thessalonians 2:17-20) 

Paul continues and says that from this intense longing that he had to see and be with them and to know how they 
were doing, he sent Timothy unto them. He remained behind in Athens but sent Timothy to establish, strengthen, and 
encourage them concerning their faith. Paul did not want any of them to be unsettled in their faith because of the 
distress, persecutions and afflictions that he was facing. Paul would go on to tell them that he was destined for them.  
(1 Thessalonians 3:1-4) Paul fully understood that seeing others going through rough and hard times and going 
through them yourself - Challenges your Faith! Faith in God is the Foundation of the Christian Life and it is through 
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hard and rough times that God establishes, or settles and secures, our Faith in Him. God can not test our Faith during 
the good times, He has to test it when we are going through tough and hard times and it is for this purpose that he 
sets, positions, and allow us to experience hard and tough times.  

This is why Paul wanted to see the Thessalonians so badly, because he wanted to see the condition of their faith. Paul 
feared that during this testing of the Thessalonians faith, the Tempter would destroy and tear down all that they had 
built up together and make all of his labor among them useless. (1 Thessalonians 3:5) For when our foundation is 
weak the tempter (the devil) comes and desires to destroy our Foundation of Faith in God. And, unless our Faith in 
God is secure and strong when hard and tough times come we will be unsettled. The strong and secure Christian must 
always live their life in light of the fact that Jesus is going to return and that he is the Hope of the Church and all 
Christians. For all who put their Faith and Hope in Jesus Christ, despite life’s hard and tough times, will always stand 
sure. Have you put your Faith in Jesus the Hope of the Church? 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Youth Minister 

THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
September 23, 2012     4. Timothy’s Encouraging Report 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

 
Intro: A good report – Illustration 

1.  Paul receives good report from Timothy 
2. Background to this point 

1. Acts 16:9 – Vision to help man in Macedonia 
2. Thessalonica was capital and main Roman port 
3. Church founded on second missionary journey 
4. Acts 17:1-9  : Church established in Thessalonica 

1. Vs. 5 – Unbelieving Jews  
1. Lewd fellows of baser sort – unlearned &  
2. Mob to Jason’s House 

5. Paul travels to Berea, Athens (Timothy Sent), Corinth 
6. Timothy Reports back – Letter sent while in Corinth 
7. Epistle focus on three areas 

1. Praise under persecution 
2. Instruct them on holy living 
3. Correct them on any misunderstandings on Jesus return 

 
1.  Vs. 6 -8 – Paul desire to see them & they him 

1. A good report encouraged him in his afflictions 
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2. Paul felt alive and that he could carry on 
 
2.  What type of report would you have in this Christian race? 

1. Ignorant 
2. Example of first office job 
3. Hebrews – Jews died under law – Reverence God and his grace 

 
3.   Report of Rebelliousness 

1. Rebel due to circumstances 
2. Refuse correction, instruction, parenting, or harden your heart 
3. Time, Talent, and, Tithe 
4. Are you rejecting the knowledge of God by not humbling yourself 

 
5.   Report of Wickedness 

1.  Illustration of people not meaning you well  
2. Lie, steal, manipulate 
3. Do things you not suppose to & enjoy it 
4. Hateful, try to cause harm, derail efforts 
5. Attacker, predator on weak 
6. Abusive physically, mentally, and emotionally 
7. Always tearing down and never building up 
8. Your aim is to destroy good and not add value 

1.  No edification – cut ties 
 Psalm 37 – Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of 
iniquity.  For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.   
 
6.   Will you have a righteous report? 

1.  Will it be an uplifting report as it was for Paul? 
2. He wanted to see them again and it encouraged him. Vs 9-11 
3. He prayed that they would increase in love.  Vs. 12 

1. They fought good fights 
2. Lived in peace 
3. Good Stewarts 

 
7   Vs. 13 – Prayer for their hearts to be established when Christ returns  

1.  Jesus had a report and how would your life report line up? 
1. Obedient – Came from heaven down through 42 generations 
2. Servant – Healed sick and helped while on earth 
3. Crucified on Cross and did no wrong 



4. Rose with all power and took the sting out of death 
5. Left us a comforter called the holy spirit 
6. His blood cleanses us from all unrighteousness 
7. He made us a promise and we have a intercessor to clean up our report  
8. He sits at Gods right hand 
9. Final report to be well done my good & faithful servant. 

 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE EPISTLES OF THESSALONIANS: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH  
September 30, 2012       5. Living to Please God  1Thessalonians 4:1-12 
 

5. As we continue with the series: THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH using the EPISTLES OF 
THESSALONIANS let me quickly remind you that  Paul had many pleasant memories of 
the early days he spent with the infant Church at Thessalonica.  Impressive were their 
faith, hope, love and perseverance in the persecution which were exemplary and testimony 
to other churches.  And so the question to ask at this juncture is how can I live to please 
God as a Christians?  The answer is by acquiring the attributes of faith, hope and love 
which are in Christ.  Faith pleases God and facilitates salvation; hope removes despair and 
replaces it with perseverance; and love is the act of adoration and worship. Therefore 
living to please God is living by faith, living with hope and living in love as you learn to 
relate with God as you adore and worship Him.  The Church needs to continue its hope in 
Christ to persevere in faith for it is what pleases God.  For without faith, it is impossible to 
please God.  Today’s discussion will therefore focus on “living to please God”. 

6. Thus our text for today reads, “As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed 
you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge 
you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave 
you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that 
you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your own 
body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do 
not know God; 6 and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a 
brother or sister.  The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and 
warned you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 
Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the 
very God who gives you his Holy Spirit. 9 Now about your love for one another we do not 
need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 
And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, 
brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a 
quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told 
you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be 
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dependent on anybody” (1Thessalonians 4:1-12). 
7. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize this 

sermon as follows: Paul instructed and urged the church 
• To live in order to please God, as in fact they were living, and to do so more and 

more.  
• To know that it is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid 

sexual immorality;  that each of you should learn to control your own body in a 
way that is holy and honorable,  not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do 
not know God;  and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of 
a brother or sister for the Lord will punish all those who commit such sins as  
God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Anyone who rejects this 
instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives you 
his Holy Spirit.  

• To remember you have been taught by God to love each other and therefore you 
are to love all of God’s family throughout the whole world and do so more and 
more to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life; minding your own business 
and working with your hands so that your daily life may win the respect of 
outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.  This is how to 
please God.  And let the church say, “Amen!”  

 
8.  So if you desire to fully understand the hope of the church, we invite you to come, repent, 

and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  Then confess with your 
mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through 
the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved as well as become part of 
God’s family and kingdom.  Then live to please God by faith, hope and love. May God 
bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song? 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
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