
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
December 1, 2013     46. Paul Speaks to the Crowd        Acts 21:37-22:21 
 
Happy belated Thanksgivings! Hope you had a great Thanksgiving Day!!  A heart full of 
gratitude is always thankful.  For the Lord’s goodness, mercies and grace to you daily, your heart 
ought to be full of gratitude making everyday a day of thanksgiving.  So in this pilgrim’s journey 
that we are in, everyday must be a day of thanksgiving that the work that we do to bring about 
the growth of the church may be meaningful even though our actions can be misunderstood or 
misconstrued by those that supposedly belong to the kingdom of God.  Nonetheless our daily 
actions should add up in building our testimonies. Therefore, there are times in this pilgrim 
journey that it is necessary to seek reconciliation with the brethren as soon as possible by 
explaining our actions.  We must continue to learn to address and deal with the issues rather 
than attacking each other.  And if you feel you have been falsely accused because of the righteous 
things you have done to bring about the growth of the Church and God’s kingdom, then there is 
a need for you to speak out in defense.  This is what happened to Paul.  After his third missionary 
journey, he returned to Jerusalem and was accused falsely and arrested.  He then asked the 
commander to allow him to say something in his defense. 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “21:37 As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, 
he asked the commander, “May I say something to you?” “Do you speak Greek?” he replied. 38 
“Aren’t you the Egyptian who started a revolt and led four thousand terrorists out into the 
wilderness some time ago?” 39 Paul answered, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no 
ordinary city. Please let me speak to the people.” 40 After receiving the commander’s permission, 
Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in 
Aramaic: 22:1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” 2 When they heard him speak to 
them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the 
law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the 
followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into 
prison, 5 as the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. I even obtained letters from 
them to their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to 
Jerusalem to be punished. 6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from 
heaven flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why 
do you persecute me?’ 8 “‘who are you, Lord?’ I asked. “‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are 
persecuting,’ he replied. 9 My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of 
him who was speaking to me. 10 “‘what shall I do, Lord?’ I asked.  “‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and 
go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.’ 11 My 
companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded 
me.  12 “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly 
respected by all the Jews living there. 13 He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive 
your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see him. 14 “Then he said: ‘The God of our 
ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from 
his mouth. 15 You will be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now 
what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’ 17 
“When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw the 
Lord speaking to me. ‘Quick!’ he said. ‘Leave Jerusalem immediately, because the people here 



will not accept your testimony about me.’ 19 “‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these people know that I went 
from one synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when the 
blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the 
clothes of those who were killing him.’ 21 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far 
away to the Gentiles” (21:37-22:21). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 

• Being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the 
household of God as a believer.   

•  Every believer knowing that the Holy Spirit resides in them. 
• Every believer allowing the Holy Spirit to do the work of the church through them. 
• Engaging in a pilgrim’s journey requiring determination to walk by faith and not by sight 

to fulfill your purpose. 
• Building and sharing your testimony 
• Faithful in using your God given gifts to minister to others with gratitude and wherever 

He sends you. 
• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 

“Amen!” 
 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus Christ 
as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have 
not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth 
your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of 
His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  
Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and 
boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you 
humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
December 8, 2013     47. Paul the Roman Citizen Before the Sanhedrin        Acts 22:22-23:11 
 
On last Sunday I informed you that your testimony is always your defense in this pilgrim’s 
journey as you do the work of the church to cause its growth.  The need for you to build a strong 
Christian testimony cannot be overemphasized.  Your daily actions should model Christ’s 
character thereby building your testimony. Always be ready to explain your actions especially 
when you have been falsely accused concerning the righteous deeds you have done to bring about 
the growth of the Church and God’s kingdom.   It does not matter who you appear before, you 
need to speak out in defense by giving your testimony.  This is what happened to Paul.  After his 



third missionary journey, he returned to Jerusalem and was accused falsely and arrested.  He 
then asked the commander to allow him to say something in his defense. But in his defense when 
he mentioned his assignment by God to be a minister to the Gentile, the crowd got irate.  No 
matter the reaction of your audience so long as you stick with your testimony which is the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, God will vindicate and commend you as well as allow 
you to testify in higher and more important places.  Yes, your faithfulness in little things ensures 
that you can be trusted in greater things! 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “22:22 The crowd listened to Paul until he said this (he was 
appointed by God to be a minister to the Gentiles). Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid 
the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!” 23 As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and 
flinging dust into the air, 24 the commander ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. He 
directed that he be flogged and interrogated in order to find out why the people were shouting at 
him like this. 25 As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, 
“Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?” 26 When the 
centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it. “What are you going to do?” he 
asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.” 27 The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are 
you a Roman citizen?” “Yes, I am,” he answered. 28 Then the commander said, “I had to pay a 
lot of money for my citizenship.”  “But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied.  29 Those who were 
about to interrogate him withdrew immediately. The commander himself was alarmed when he 
realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains. 30 The commander wanted to find out 
exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews. So the next day he released him and ordered the 
chief priests and all the members of the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had 
him stand before them.  23:1 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I 
have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias 
ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will 
strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you 
yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!”  4 Those who were standing near Paul 
said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” 5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he 
was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.’[Exodus 
22:28 - Do not blaspheme God [or Do not revile the judges] or curse the ruler of your people]” 6 
Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the 
Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial because of 
the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is 
no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees believe all these 
things.)  9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees 
stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a 
spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was 
afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him 
away from them by force and bring him into the barracks.  11 The following night the Lord stood 
near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must 
also testify in Rome” (22:22-23:11). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 

• Being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the 
household of God as a believer.   



•  Every believer knowing that the Holy Spirit resides in them. 
• Every believer allowing the Holy Spirit to do the work of the church through them. 
• Engaging in a pilgrim’s journey requiring determination to walk by faith and not by sight 

to fulfill your purpose. 
• Building and sharing your testimony 
• Using the status of your citizenship of heaven as well as common sense and wisdom in 

sharing your testimony  
• Faithfully using your God given gifts to minister to others with gratitude wherever God 

sends you. 
• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 

“Amen!” 
 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus Christ 
as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have 
not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth 
your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of 
His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  
Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and 
boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you 
humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
December 15, 2013    48. The Plot to Kill Paul and His Transferred to Caesarea        Acts 23:12-35 
 
Christmas is a time of joy because the savior world came.  And we truly wish you a Merry 
Christmas for He is the reason for this Christmas celebrations.  On completion of His earthly 
assignment, and prior to His ascension, Jesus did not promise His followers that they will not 
have trouble in this world.  Rather He said His followers will have tribulations in this world but 
they are to be of good cheer for He has overcome the world.  He then gave us an injunction with a 
promise.  We are to be His witnesses and go into the entire world and make disciples of all 
nations; and then the promise comes “lo I am with you to the close of the age”.  As we witness for 
Christ we are building our testimonies.  And for the past two Sundays in a row I informed you 
that your testimony is always your defense in this pilgrim’s journey as you do the work of the 
church to cause its growth through your testimony by modeling Christ’s character daily through 
your actions.  
 
As a Christian you must always be ready to explain your actions, especially when you have been 
falsely accused concerning the righteous deeds you have done to bring about the growth of the 
Church and God’s kingdom.   It does not matter who you appear before or where you are, you 



need to speak out in defense of you godly actions by giving your testimony concerning how your 
believe in the Christ of Christmas has transformed you.  This is what happened to Paul.  After 
his third missionary journey, he returned to Jerusalem and was accused falsely and arrested.  He 
then asked the commander to allow him to say something in his defense. But in his defense when 
he mentioned his assignment by God to be a minister to the Gentile the crowd got irate.  No 
matter the reaction of your audience, so long as you stick with your testimony which is the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, God will vindicate and commend you as well as allow 
you to testify in higher and more important places.  Paul did not only appear before the crowd, 
the High Priest and the Sanhedrin, but eventually before Caesar in Rome.  However, when Paul 
was vindicated from the Sanhedrin, a conspiracy was made against him by some Jews who 
promised not eat or drink until they had killed Paul. 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “The next morning some Jews formed a conspiracy and bound 
themselves with an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul. 13 More than forty men 
were involved in this plot. 14 They went to the chief priests and the elders and said, “We have 
taken a solemn oath not to eat anything until we have killed Paul. 15 Now then, you and the 
Sanhedrin petition the commander to bring him before you on the pretext of wanting more 
accurate information about his case. We are ready to kill him before he gets here.”  16 But when 
the son of Paul’s sister heard of this plot, he went into the barracks and told Paul.  17 Then Paul 
called one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the commander; he has something 
to tell him.” 18 So he took him to the commander.  The centurion said, “Paul, the prisoner, sent 
for me and asked me to bring this young man to you because he has something to tell you.”  19 
The commander took the young man by the hand, drew him aside and asked, “What is it you 
want to tell me?”  20 He said: “Some Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul before the 
Sanhedrin tomorrow on the pretext of wanting more accurate information about him. 21 Don’t 
give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him. They have taken 
an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting for your 
consent to their request.”  22 The commander dismissed the young man with this warning: 
“Don’t tell anyone that you have reported this to me.”  23 Then he called two of his centurions 
and ordered them, “Get ready a detachment of two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two 
hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight. 24 Provide horses for Paul so that he may 
be taken safely to Governor Felix.”  25 He wrote a letter as follows: 26 Claudius Lysias, To His 
Excellency, Governor Felix: Greetings.  27 This man was seized by the Jews and they were about 
to kill him, but I came with my troops and rescued him, for I had learned that he is a Roman 
citizen. 28 I wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I brought him to their Sanhedrin. 29 
I found that the accusation had to do with questions about their law, but there was no charge 
against him that deserved death or imprisonment. 30 When I was informed of a plot to be carried 
out against the man, I sent him to you at once. I also ordered his accusers to present to you their 
case against him.  31 So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with them during the 
night and brought him as far as Antipatris. 32 The next day they let the cavalry go on with him, 
while they returned to the barracks. 33 When the cavalry arrived in Caesarea, they delivered the 
letter to the governor and handed Paul over to him. 34 The governor read the letter and asked 
what province he was from. Learning that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will hear your case 
when your accusers get here.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept under guard in Herod’s 
palace” (23:12-35). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 



• Being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the 
household of God as a believer.   

•  Every believer knowing that the Holy Spirit resides in them. 
• Every believer allowing the Holy Spirit to do the work of the church through them. 
• Engaging in a pilgrim’s journey requiring determination to walk by faith and not by sight 

to fulfill your purpose. 
• Building and sharing your testimony 
• Using the status of your citizenship of heaven as well as common sense and wisdom in 

sharing your testimony  
• Faithfully using your God given gifts to minister to others with gratitude wherever God 

sends you, knowing that He has your back. 
• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 

“Amen!” 
 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus Christ 
as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have 
not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth 
your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of 
His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  
Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and 
boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you 
humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
December 22, 2013   49.  Paul’s Trial Before Felix      Acts 24:1-27 
 
Acts 24:1-27 (KJV)  1 And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and 
with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul.  2 And when he 
was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great 
quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence,  3 We accept 
it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness.  4 Notwithstanding, that I be 
not further tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a few 
words.  5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the 
Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes:  6 Who also hath gone 
about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our law.  7 But 
the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our hands,  
8 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest take 
knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him.  9 And the Jews also assented, saying that 



these things were so.  10 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, 
answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do 
the more cheerfully answer for myself:  11 Because that thou mayest understand, that there are 
yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship.  12 And they neither found me in 
the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor 
in the city:  13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me.  14 But this I 
confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:  15 And have hope toward 
God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and unjust.  16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void to offence 
toward God, and toward men.  17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and 
offerings.  18 Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with 
multitude, nor with tumult.  19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had 
ought against me.  20 Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil doing in me, 
while I stood before the council,  21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among 
them, Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question by you this day.  22 And 
when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, 
and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your 
matter.  23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he 
should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him.  24 And after certain days, 
when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him 
concerning the faith in Christ.  25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee.  26 He hoped also that money should have been given him 
of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him.  
27 But, after two years, Porcius Festus came into Felix's room, and Felix, willing to shew the Jews 
a pleasure, left Paul bound. 
 
The definition of Witness is Testimony in the which: There is a Passive part - bearing witness; 
present or being there as well as an Active part - sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and urging 
for a response. This active witness involves both a Moral and Mortal part: Moral - truths, views, 
convictions that one is willing to die for; and Mortal - one who is deprived of life for their 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 
Throughout our study of the Book of Acts, Paul's life can be described as a "Witness". Even 
from his first encounter with God where through Ananias the Lord spoke that he was "a chosen 
vessel to bear his name before the Gentiles, Kings, and the Children of Israel and would suffer 
for his name's sake." (Acts 9:11-16) Throughout each of Paul's life traveling he has witnessed 
God's power, he has witnessed the Gospel, and has suffered for the name of Christ. Whether 
from miracles Paul has witnessed for himself, or those who have joyfully received the Gospel, or 
how God has delivered him from the hands of his enemies - Paul has been a WITNESS. From our 
Theme, THE WORK & GROWTH OF THE CHURCH, to do the Work of the Church and to 
grow the Church: ONE MUST FIRST BE A WITNESS. 
 
To be a witness: You must encounter Jesus and be changed. To be changed you must form a 
relationship with God. No one who encounters God remains the same. Either you accept Him as 
LORD and Savior or you will leave denying Him. Paul encountered Jesus on the way to 



Damascus. (Acts 9:3-8). Your encounter may not be as dramatic as Paul's but some of us were 
riding so high and thought we were doing something until God had to knock us off our high 
horse in order to lift us up. Perhaps your encounter was like a: Zaccheus and you just wanted to 
see who this Jesus was and you joyfully received him (Luke 19:1-10); Nicodemus where one night 
you had a conversation with Jesus; had a little talk with him (John 3: 1-21); Peter or Nathaniel 
and your siblings or friends introduced you to Jesus (John 1: 41-51); the man born blind since 
birth and God performed an undeniable sign that caused you to believe (John 9:1-38); Or the 
Woman with the issue of blood and you tried all else and others and only God came through 
(Matt 9:20-22). But either you have or you will encounter Jesus and when you accept Him He 
opens your spiritual eyes and understanding. You learn that he is owner of all things even our 
lives. And God plans and uses your situations in life to build your testimony of him. I see others 
suffering in their life and I am comforted knowing God will not put more on you than you can 
bear. He has our back. But we have to trust Him, and his Vision, Mission, Purpose for our lives. 
 
You will learn that it is less about your occupation and more about Vocation. God uses your 
job/family as place of testimony. God uses your life for a testimony to him. Christ gave the 
mission purpose and vision for us: To go make disciples in the world. And when the Holy Ghost 
comes upon we will be his witnesses. Paul's life up to this point has been a witness /testimony to 
God. God's deliverance of Paul up to this point is proof of this. We too must face bounds and 
afflictions for a testimony of Jesus Christ in this life.  
 
The Apostle Paul now finds himself in Caesarea in holding for 5 days after being transported 
there by night as the Jews sought to kill him. After his accusers arrived his case was heard. 
Tertullus, led the accusations against Paul. (vs. 1-9) Then Paul gave his Passive Testimony as his 
defense, and our Testimony is always our defense. (vs 10-21).  A few days later Paul would move 
from a Passive Testimony to an active Testimony as Governor Felix would come to know more 
about Christ Jesus. (vs 21-27). This would be his encounter with God and we each will have an 
encounter but we must trust, believe, and receive Jesus Christ as r personal Savior to be saved. 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
December 25, 2013    50. The Growth of God’s Kingdom has No End        Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
Christmas is a time of joy because Jesus Christ, the savior of the world came in human form.  
The day that Christ was born, the world was granted opportunity to experience the kingdom of 
God, where His will is done and there is righteousness, peace and joy.  Therefore the shepherds 
while watching their flocks by night and the wise men from the East all joined the angelic hosts in 
the Festive celebration because it was the first Christmas, the very day that the Savior of the 
world was born.  And so I join in this joyful celebration today, at the same time truly wishing you 
a Merry Christmas for Jesus is the reason for this (Christmas) season’s celebrations.   
 



His humble yet majestic entrance into humanity through the virgin birth on that first Christmas 
Day marked the beginning of God’s kingdom on earth; the growth of which will continue without 
an end.  His birth brought new birth, new life and new hope to the nations by delivering men 
from distress and gloom caused by oppression from sin and Satan.  Isaiah foresaw this for the 
nation of Israel and exclaimed in prophetic terms at the beginning of Isaiah Chapter 9, 
“Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled 
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the 
nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 2 The people walking in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.  3 You have 
enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the 
harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.  4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor.  5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be 
destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire” (Isaiah 9:1-5). 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice 
and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish 
this” (Isaiah 9:6-7). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 

• First, being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and then as a 
believer you automatically become part of the household of God and a member of His 
Kingdom which has no end.   

•  Every believer knowing that the Holy Spirit resides in them. 
• Every believer allowing the Holy Spirit to do the work of the church through them. 
• Engaging in a pilgrim’s journey requiring determination to walk by faith and not by sight 

to fulfill your purpose. 
• Building and sharing your testimony 
• Using the status of your citizenship of the Kingdom of God (heaven) as well as common 

sense and wisdom in sharing your testimony concerning how you were brought out of 
darkness into His marvelous light.  

• Faithfully using your God given gifts to minister to others with gratitude wherever God 
sends you, knowing that He has your back and that His Kingdom will continue to grow 
without an end. 

• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 
“Amen!” 

 
To become part of the household and Kingdom of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace 
and happiness; and do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first 
know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower 
you.  The challenge today is for you to have faith in Christ the new born King so as to leap out of 
darkness and step into His marvelous light.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and 
humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your 
heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose 



again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be 
saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you 
through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to 
cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 
for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
December 28, 2013     51. Paul’s Trial Before Festus        Acts 25:1-22 
 
The year has rolled by real quick.  Recall we started this sermon series in January 2013.  And 
now we are still on it on this same series.  What a journey and what a year it has been with all we 
have learned about the work and the growth of the Church! We shall continue this series into the 
New Year for about six weeks.  I seize this opportunity to wish you a Happy and prosperous 
spiritual growth experience since we are at point where we are learning that your defense as a 
Christian depends on the strong Christian testimony that you build.  So far we have seen this 
phenomenon play a role in Paul’s life.  After returning to Jerusalem from his third missionary 
journey he was arrested, falsely accused and thrown into jail; but God promised to be with him 
and to make it possible for him to appear before several and important audiences that ultimately 
culminate with Caesar in Rome to testify for Jesus Christ.  And so far Paul has appeared before 
the crowd, the commander, the High priest and the Sanhedrin, Festus the Roman Governor at 
Caesarea and today we shall focus on his trial before Festus, the Governor who replaced Felix.  
At each stage Paul used his testimony as a defense and God used it to vindicate him.  
 
Thus our text for today reads, “Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem, 2 where the chief priests and the Jewish leaders appeared before him and 
presented the charges against Paul. 3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul 
transferred to Jerusalem, for they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. 4 Festus 
answered, “Paul is being held at Caesarea, and I myself am going there soon. 5 Let some of your 
leaders come with me, and if the man has done anything wrong, they can press charges against 
him there.” 6 After spending eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The 
next day he convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. 7 When Paul came 
in, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him. They brought many serious 
charges against him, but they could not prove them. 8 Then Paul made his defense: “I have done 
nothing wrong against the Jewish law or against the temple or against Caesar.” 9 Festus, wishing 
to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before 
me there on these charges?” 10 Paul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where 
I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. 11 If, 
however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges 
brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. I 
appeal to Caesar!”  12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You have 
appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” 13 A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice 



arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. 14 Since they were spending many days there, 
Festus discussed Paul’s case with the king. He said: “There is a man here whom Felix left as a 
prisoner. 15 When I went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews brought 
charges against him and asked that he be condemned. 16 “I told them that it is not the Roman 
custom to hand over anyone before they have faced their accusers and have had an opportunity 
to defend themselves against the charges. 17 When they came here with me, I did not delay the 
case, but convened the court the next day and ordered the man to be brought in. 18 When his 
accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him with any of the crimes I had expected. 19 
Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their own religion and about a dead man 
named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive. 20 I was at a loss how to investigate such matters; so I 
asked if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem and stand trial there on these charges. 21 But 
when Paul made his appeal to be held over for the Emperor’s decision, I ordered him held until I 
could send him to Caesar.”  22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear this man 
myself” (Acts 25:1-22). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 

• Being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the 
household of God as a believer.   

•  Every believer knowing that the Holy Spirit resides in them. 
• Every believer allowing the Holy Spirit to do the work of the church through them. 
• Engaging in a pilgrim’s journey requiring determination to walk by faith and not by sight 

to fulfill your purpose. 
• Building and sharing your testimony 
• Believing God’s promise to be with you wherever He takes you to testify of His Name 
• Using the status of your citizenship of heaven as well as common sense and wisdom in 

sharing your testimony  
• Faithfully using your God given gifts to minister to others with gratitude wherever God 

sends you, knowing that He has your back. 
• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 

“Amen!” 
 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus Christ 
as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have 
not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth 
your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of 
His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  
Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and 
boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you 
humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 


