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Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
February 3, 2013     5. Peter’s Sermon         Acts 2:14-41 
 

1. As we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts let me reiterate that the main goal is to know the heart 
and mind of God so as to do the work of the church and bring about a healthy church 
growth. In knowing God’s heart and mind it is always imperative to hear a great sermon 
that would transform or change lives once in a while.  This is because the essence of the 
work and growth of the church lies in understanding the mind and heart of God as 
revealed through the working of the Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit that does the work of 
convicting, convincing and converting people.  When people are converted their lives are 
changed and they become members of the household of God.  This is what growth is all 
about as the numerical figure of Church membership is increased through conversion 
rather than through physical birth.  A great sermon is one that explains the gospel and 
persuades one to change his life through the process of repentance.  Such a sermon 
explains some of the phenomena that occur within the Christendom.  Peter preached such 
a sermon on the day of Pentecost in response to the comments that the believers were 
drunk whereas they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  

2. Thus our text for today reads, “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain 
this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. 
It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 “‘In 
the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even 
on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they 
will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, 
blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon 
to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’[Joel 2:28-32] 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to 
this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and 
signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was 
handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 
wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.  24 But God raised him from the 
dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 
hold on him. 25 David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at 
my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
my body also will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the 
dead, you will not let your holy one see decay.  28 You have made known to me the paths 
of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’[Psalm 16:8-11] 29 “Fellow Israelites, I 
can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here 
to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he 
would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of 
the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor 
did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 
Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy 



Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to 
heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make 
your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’[Psalm 110:1] 36 “Therefore let all Israel be 
assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off —for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other words he 
warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added 
to their number that day” (Acts 2:14-41). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon series please allow me to summarize as 
follows.  The work and healthy growth of the church involves: 

• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of 
the household of God 

• Great sermons that transform/change lives through repentance as the Holy 
Spirit convinces, convicts and converts using the preaching the gospel.   

• The Holy Spirit, the seal of our salvation has been promised as a gift to us, our 
children and anyone whom the Lord our God will and when we repent and are 
baptized in name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. 

• Those who accepted Peter’s message on the day of Pentecost were baptized, and 
about three thousand were added to their number that day.  To me, that is 
healthy church growth, when people accept the message preached and repent. 

• And let the church say, “Amen!”   
4.  To do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus 

Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, 
and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope He will find room 
in your heart today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and 
rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in 
prayers to empower you with the Holy Spirit so that you can be His witness.  May God 
bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as Choir leads us in a 
song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
February 17, 2013     7. The Healing of a Lame Beggar         Acts 3:1-10 
 

1. As we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
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CHURCH” using the Book of Acts let me reiterate that the main goal is to know the heart 
and mind of God so as to do the work of the church and bring about a healthy church 
growth. In knowing God’s heart and mind it is always imperative to focus on meeting the 
physical needs of people in order to reach them with the gospel.  This is because the 
essence of the work and growth of the church lies in understanding the mind and heart of 
God as revealed through the working of the Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit that does the 
work of convicting, convincing, converting people and healing them physically, 
emotionally, mentally and spiritually.  When people are converted their lives are changed 
and they become members of the household of God.  Total healing within the body of 
Christ brings about a healthy growth because true fellowship is about meeting people’s 
needs.  Those who have share with those who don’t; even if it means selling what they have 
to provide for other members of the fellowship.  Total healing begins in the spirit realm 
and then manifested in the physical realm.  A transformed individual in the spirit 
appreciates the spiritual healing that comes with this transformation.  Healing usually 
leads to praise, and praise leads to worship and adoration of God.  And then fellowship is 
reinforced among those who worship in spirit and in truth as unity is enhanced among 
them through the fellowship they have together as they continue to know each other better 
- bearing in mind that true worshippers seek to know the heart and mind of God.  

2. Thus our text for today reads, “One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the 
time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was 
being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from 
those going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked 
them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at 
us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 6 Then 
Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and 
instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to 
walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising 
God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as 
the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.” (Acts 3:1-10). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon series please allow me to summarize as 
follows.  The work and healthy growth of the church involves: 

• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of 
the household of God 

• Believers devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer 

• Many wonders and signs performed by the apostles 
• All the believers being together and having everything in common including 

selling properties and possessions to provide for anyone who had need 
• Believers must continue to meet together in the temple courts (church) and to  

break bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts 
• Praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people and subsequently the Lord 

to add to their number daily those who were being saved. 
• Healing as part of the signs and wonders among believers  
• Those healed emotionally, mentally, physically, spiritually, etc. would join in the 

worship experience, walking, jumping and praising God. 



• And let the church say, “Amen!”   
4.  To do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus 

Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, 
and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope He will find room 
in your heart today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and 
rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in 
prayers to empower you with the Holy Spirit so that you can be His witness.  May God 
bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as Choir leads us in a 
song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
February 24, 2013   4. Peter Addresses the Onlookers        Acts 3:11-26 
 

In the Book of Acts we see the formation of the Early Church. After its formation we are told of 
the things that the believers continued to do after their Conversion and Baptism into God’s 
Family. The Bible says that they continued in the Apostles Doctrine and in Fellowship with one 
another, in Breaking of Bread together, they had all things in common selling their possessions 
and goods and parted to them that had need, and the continued in Prayers (and fear came upon 
every soul and many signs and wonders were done by the Apostles). (Acts 2:40-49) 

We are given insight on one of the many signs and wonders that were performed by the 
Apostles with the Healing of this man born lame. (Acts 3:1-10) After Peter and John, by the 
Power of the Holy Spirit, helped this man onto his feet the Bible said that when onlookers 
gathered together around them they looked on with wonder and amazement  greatly wondering 
what had happened to him. (Acts 3:10-11) So Peter took advantage of the situation and 
Testified about the Lord Jesus Christ to them. 

 

A Testimony is something that serves as tangible verification and that serves as evidence of. 
What the onlookers looked with Amazement and Wonder about was this man that they knew 
was lame and begging since his birth. (Acts 3:9-10) Peter testified by the evidence of him 
walking, leaping, and praising God. This is why when they were gathered Peter asked them 
why they looked on as if it was his Power or Holiness that put strength in his legs. He testified 
that it was Jesus Christ who did it. (Acts 3: 12-18) 

 

We also each have onlookers in our lives. They often see us, Christians, go through many 
sufferings, trials, temptations, failures, disappointments, adversities, difficult, hard, and trying 
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times. With Christ in our corner we face the mountains in our path and often overcome.  The 
Bible tells us that we overcome by the Blood of the Lamb and the word of our Testimony. 
(Revelations 12:11) So like Peter, we need to direct the onlookers in our lives to the true source 
of our Strength-Jesus Christ. Many onlookers in our lives often wonder how did we endure 
through that situation, how can we have peace and smile during this situation, and how did we 
make it through that situation. This is when we must direct them to Jesus. 

 

Peter helps us to understand that after any great testimony of something amazing and 
wonderful that God has done, there needs to be a Personal Invitation. Onlookers must be 
invited to know God for themselves. Peter knowing their own Wonder and Amazement said to 
them, “Repent and be converted that your sins may be blotted out. For God sent Jesus to bless 
you in turning away every one of you from your iniquity. (Acts 3:19-26) This was Peter’s 
invitation to Know Personally, not wonder about, a God who Loves you! This was his invitation 
to know Jesus for yourself, and his Forgiveness and Love for you! 

If you are reading this on the Internet and desire to have this kind of relationship with God, 
why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior then write us at 
pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this message has blessed or has 
been a help to you, write and tell us also.  
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