
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
March 3, 2013     9. Peter and John Are Arrested by the Sanhedrin         Acts 4:1-22 
 

1. As we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts let me reiterate that the main goal is to know the heart 
and mind of God so as to do the work of the church and bring about a healthy church 
growth. Have you ever done something good and nice to someone or shown some kindness 
to somebody in dire need?  Were people surprised and/or amazed and asked you why and 
by what power or authority you did it?  And while you were explaining, did some 
authority get disturbed, angry and/or jealous and subsequently punish you for the good 
you did?  This is exactly what had happened to Peter and John after the cripple or lame 
man at the Beautiful Gate was healed.  

2. Thus our text for today reads, “The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the 
Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were 
greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they 
put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the 
number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.  5 The next day the rulers, the 
elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and 
so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had 
Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what 
name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and 
elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown 
to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you 
and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 
Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’[Psalm 
118:22]. 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
to mankind by which we must be saved.”  13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John 
and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took 
note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had 
been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they 
ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are 
we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they 
have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from 
spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone 
in this name.” 18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or 
teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s 
eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking 
about what we have seen and heard.” 21 After further threats they let them go. They could 
not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had 
happened. 22 For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.” (Acts 
4:1-22). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon series please allow me to summarize as 
follows.  The work and healthy growth of the church involves: 



• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of 
the household of God.  This is because salvation is found in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved 
except Jesus Christ 

• Believers engaging in showing kindness to those who have been crippled in our 
society 

• The fact that Believers must continue to speak to people about the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ and the miracle of transformation He continues to do among 
those who will trust Him 

• Believers who truly know Jesus making it a must to continue to be witnesses for 
Jesus the Christ 

• Believers suffering from authorities who dislike the message of the resurrected 
Christ.  But many who would hear the message will believe it such that the 
number of men who believe will continue to grow into the thousands and millions 
and billions and zillions.  This is what the work and the growth of the Church is 
all about!  And let the church say, “Amen!”   

4.  To do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus 
Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, 
and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope He will find room 
in your heart today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and 
rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in 
prayers to empower you with the Holy Spirit so that you can be His witness and do the 
work of the Church to cause it to grow.  May God bless you as you humbly open your 
heart to provide room for Him as Choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
March 10, 2013     10. The Believers Pray         Acts 4:23-31 
 

1. As we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts let me reiterate that the main goal is to know the heart 
and mind of God so as to do the work of the church and bring about a healthy church 
growth. Prayer is the means of knowing the heart and mind of God concerning you for 
your circumstances, condition or situation.  When things happen to you, what is your 
immediate reaction?  What do you do?  Become very upset and talk to your parents, 
children, the authority, lawyer, friends, or relatives?  Or maybe you do talk to your 
neighbors or associates first.  Who do you consult first to get their opinion? As a believer 
the best thing to do is to talk to believers first so that you can be in one accord and pray to 
God.  This is exactly what Peter and John did after the cripple or lame man at the 
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Beautiful Gate was healed and they were jailed and then released and asked never to speak 
in the Name of Jesus of Nazareth and about His resurrection.   Prayers will make you 
know the heart and mind of God concerning the plans He has for your life.  This will 
renew your strength and grant you courage to be bold to face your circumstances, 
condition or situation to continue to do the work of the church and grow. 

2. Thus our text for today reads, “On their release, Peter and John went back to their own 
people and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When 
they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they 
said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You 
spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: ‘Why do 
the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth rise up and the 
rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed one (That is, Messiah or 
Christ)’. [Psalm 2:1, 2].  27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 
happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word 
with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders 
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After they prayed, the place where they 
were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word 
of God boldly” (Acts 4:23-31). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon series please allow me to summarize as 
follows.  The work and healthy growth of the church involves: 

• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of 
the household of God.   

• Knowing the heart and mind of God concerning the plans He has for your life.  
Prayers will grant you courage and boldness to face your circumstances, 
conditions and situations. 

• Prayers to commune with God.  And no matter what is going on in your life 
believers should first be consulted not friends, lawyers, relatives, etc because you 
need someone to have a prayer of agreement with you made to God.  And God 
does answer such prayers to grant courage and boldness for your circumstances, 
conditions and situations and help you grow.  And let the church say, “Amen!”   

4.  To do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus 
Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, 
and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope He will find room 
in your heart today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and 
rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in 
prayers to empower through the Holy Spirit for courage and boldness to do the work of 
the Church to cause it to grow.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
March 17, 2013     11. The Believers Share What They Own         Acts 4: 32-37 
 

1. As we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts let me reiterate that the main goal is to know the heart 
and mind of God so as to do the work of the church and bring about a healthy church 
growth. All believers therefore need to strive to know the heart and mind of God.  When 
believers know the heart and mind of God, they will be one in heart and mind. Then there 
will be genuine unity among the believers.  This kind of unity does not stem from any 
individual’s agenda but because they all know the heart and mind of God.  Consequently 
believers will have things in common and share their possessions generously with one 
another causing the church to continue to grow healthily into a caring and sharing 
community.  In fact the ministers in the church that has become a caring and sharing 
community will then have the audacity to preach the word with power and boldness 
because the actions of the congregation will back up the word that is being preached.  
Genuine fellowship is the ultimate result and most (if not all) members of the Church will 
exercise their individual gifts to serve one another and truly represent the church as the 
body of Christ with its individual members functioning according to their giftedness. 

2. Thus our text for today reads, “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one 
claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 
33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy 
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, 
brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed 
to anyone who had need. 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called 
Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought 
the money and put it at the apostles’ feet” (Acts 4:32-37). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize 
it as follows.  The work and healthy growth of the church involves: 

• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of 
the household of God.   

• Knowing the heart and mind of God so that the believers can become one in 
heart and mind creating a strong fellowship that represents the Church, the 
body of Christ with individual members exercising the gifts of the spirit to serve 
one another. 

• The genuine unity in a fellowship strongly identified by its caring and sharing 
attributes that enables the ministers to preach the word with power and boldness 
for the Holy Spirit to use to convince, convict and convert sinners thereby 
causing the church to continue to flourish and grow.   

• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church 
say, “Amen!”   

4.  To do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus 
Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, 
and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope He will find room 
in your heart today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and 



rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in 
prayers to empower through the Holy Spirit for courage and boldness to do the work of 
the Church to cause it to grow.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
March 24, 2013   12. Ananias and Sapphira Judged for their Deceit        Acts 3:1-11 
 

We have been traveling through the New Testament examining the Early Church’s Work and 
Growth. There are a few characteristics that can be notated of the New Testament Church; 
They continued in the Apostles Doctrine and in Fellowship with one another, in Breaking of 
Bread together, In Prayers (and fear came upon every soul and many signs and wonders were 
done by the Apostles) and they had all things in common selling their possessions and goods and 
parted to them that had need. (Acts 2:40-49) The New Testament Church had Genuine Unity 
and Fellowship. They were of One Accord (Acts 2:1), had Singleness of Heart (Acts 2:46-47), 
and were of One Soul-One Mind (Acts 4:32) 

For any Church today to be as the New Testament Church was, the Holy Spirit is needed to 
reveal the Heart & Mind of God to each Believer. Only the Holy Ghost will cause Genuine 
Unity, Fellowship, with all believers having all things in common and giving to others as they 
have need.  This Genuine Unity was seen among the New Testament Church in Acts, as some of 
the traveling Jews during Pentecost remained in Jerusalem and had daily needs. So what we see 
is that many Believers parted with their possessions, land and homes selling them and brought 
the money to the Apostles to distribute. (Acts 2:45; 4:34-35) We then have the example of Joses, 
who sold land and brought the price of it to the Apostles (Acts 4:36-37), but then we are given 
the example of Ananias and Sapphira.  

They had two Faults, Deception and Covetousness. The Bible plainly says that “The Wages of 
Sin is Death”. (Romans 6:23) This married couple conspired together to deceive and their 
deception destroyed them. Deception comes from an impure Heart, an evil Heart that is not the 
Heart of God. For God knows our Heart and Motives.  This is why we may be able to fool one 
another, but Not God. He judges according to the Heart, our intentions and the reasons why we 
do things.  Ananias and Sapphira were among Genuine Believers who gave from a Sincere 
Heart and a Clear Conscience. And, here they were just trying to look the part but were not 
giving from a Sincere Heart or Pure Conscience.  

 

Their second fault was Covetousness. Covetousness is a strong desire to have something and 
often time involves things that do not belong to you. Covetousness comes from a mind that is 
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corrupted and not like God’s own Mind. It causes you to want something that is not yours and 
that belongs to someone else. We do not know for sure, but perhaps Ananias and Sapphira 
started out with pure motives to sell a possession of land and give the money to the Disciples to 
meet some needs but perhaps the amount may have been so much that they coveted to keep 
some for their selves and not give it all to meet needs as they first desired.  This was their sin 
and Peter asked them, “Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit? Why did you 
hold back part of the price of the land? Why have you conspired to do this thing in your heart? 
You have not lied to man but to God. Why have you conspired together to tempt the Spirit of 
the Lord?” (Acts 5: 1-10) At this, the Bible says the both died and were buried.  

The Bible says great fear came upon all the Church and upon as many as heard these things. 
(Acts 5:11) I am assured that each person did a self examination on their Heart and Mind. 
Their motives, intents and reasoning to make sure that it matched up with the Holy Spirit’s 
directing to God’s own Heart and Mind.  For sin has its payment - death, but the Gift of God is 
eternal life in Jesus Christ! (Romans 6:23). So we each must examine our lives for Deceitfulness 
and Covetousness and confess it to God that we might have forgiveness.  For God is Faithful 
and Just to forgive us of our sins and give us Eternal Life through his Son Jesus Christ. 

If you are reading this on the Internet and desire to have this kind of relationship with God, 
why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior then write us at 
pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this message has blessed or has 
been a help to you, write and tell us also.  

 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
March 31, 2013     13. Miracles, Signs and Wonders in the Church         Acts 5:12-42 
 

1. As we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts the focus today is on Miracles, Signs and Wonders in 
the Church.  However, let me reiterate that the ultimate goal is to know the heart and 
mind of God so as to do the work of the church and bring about a healthy church growth. 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ provides us with the hope of eternity.  It also grants us the 
capacity to experience Miracles, Signs and Wonders in the Church for His resurrection is 
a miracle in itself.  Therefore, all believers need to strive to know the heart and mind of 
God.  When believers know the heart and mind of God, they will be one in heart and mind. 
Then there will be genuine unity among the believers.  This kind of unity does not stem 
from any individual’s agenda but because they all know the heart and mind of God.  
Consequently believers will have things in common and share their possessions generously 
with one another causing the church to continue to grow healthily into a caring and 
sharing community.  Genuine fellowship is the ultimate result and most (if not all) 
members of the Church will exercise their individual gifts to serve one another and truly 
represent the church as the body of Christ with its individual members functioning 
according to their giftedness.  Miracles, signs and wonders would become an integral part 
of the Church but at the same time the Church will not be immune to persecution that 
tests the genuineness of those in the Church.  Also, persecution actually aids in the spread 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


of the gospel and the good news concerning the resurrection. 
2. Thus our text for today reads, “The apostles performed many signs and wonders among 

the people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one 
else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 14 
Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to 
their number. 15 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds 
and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16 
Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those 
tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed. 17 Then the high priest and all 
his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 
18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But during the night an 
angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the 
temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.” 21 At daybreak they 
entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people.  When the 
high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the full 
assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving at 
the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We 
found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened 
them, we found no one inside.” 24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard 
and the chief priests were at a loss, wondering what this might lead to.  25 Then someone 
came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching 
the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They 
did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.  27 The apostles 
were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high 
priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s 
blood.”  29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human 
beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by 
hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior 
that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33 
When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a 
Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood 
up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he 
addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these 
men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four 
hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came 
to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a 
band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 
Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if 
their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will 
not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”  40 His 
speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  41 The apostles left the 
Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the 
Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah” (Acts 4:32-37). 

3. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize 



it as follows.  The work and healthy growth of the church involves: 
• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of 

the household of God.   
• Knowing the heart and mind of God to understand what God did for us through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
• Knowing that the resurrection of Jesus is a miracle in itself.  So that when we 

believe, teach and preach the resurrected Christ miracles, signs and wonders in 
the form of transformed lives would result in the healthy growth of the church as 
each member employs his/her giftedness to serve others. 

• Teaching the resurrected Christ and being mindful that believers are not 
immune to persecution because God uses it to cause growth.  For anyone who 
desires to live a godly life must be persecuted. And how great and marvelous it is 
to be counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name (Jesus Christ)! 

• Believers understanding that we must always obey God rather than human 
beings! Thereby being witnesses of the resurrected Christ along with the 
indwelling Holy Spirit who resides within believers!! 

• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church 
say, “Amen!”   

4.  To do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth, you must first know Jesus 
Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, 
and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope He will find room 
in your heart today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and 
rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and 
you will be saved as well as become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in 
prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with courage and boldness to do the work 
of the Church to cause it to grow.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God 
and this message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
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