
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
May 5, 2013      18. The Church Persecuted and Scattered         Acts 8:1-8 
 
As we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts we have come to a point in history that disciples have 
accomplished being witnesses in Jerusalem.  The church has grown both in numbers and 
leadership; physically as well as spiritually.  Members of the Sanhedrin and priesthood were 
being converted from Judaism to Christianity.   
 
Recall at the beginning of Acts, the great commission was restated as: “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  In Chapter 7 the believers had 
fulfilled the injunction of being witnesses of Christ in Jerusalem.  They actually filled Jerusalem 
with the proclamation of the risen Christ.  The evidence of the resurrection was convincing that 
the Holy was using the witnessing of the believers to convict and convert people in the thousands 
including the members of the Sanhedrin and the priesthood.  This bothered the members of 
Judaism that they became jealous and angry.  They found false accusers to testify against 
Stephen, one of those newly appointed leaders of the congregation of believers who was full of 
wisdom, faith and the Holy Spirit. Then when Stephen presented the panoramic historical view 
of how God has continually tried to redeem the Hebrew people yet they continually proved to be 
stiff-necked or stubborn in their ways, he challenged them to repentance.  This angered them and 
the stoned him to death. The death of Stephen sparked a great persecution that scattered 
believers throughout Judea and Samaria, and served as an instrument to fulfill the part of the 
great commission regarding the witness in Judea and Samaria.  In Samaria, Philip’s witness of 
Christ brought great joy to that city.  Saul was the there when Stephen was stoned to death in 
Jerusalem.  In fact those who participated in this woeful atrocity laid their coats at the feet of this 
young man named Saul. 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great 
persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But 
Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and 
women and put them in prison.  4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever 
they went. 5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When 
the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he 
said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame 
were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city” (Acts 8:1-8). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 

• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the 
household of God.   

• Believers witnessing for Christ continually. 
• Persecution of believers to scatter them for the gospel to be further spread to establish 

the faith in newer territories and so build the Kingdom of Christ. 



• Changing lives and bringing great joy to each city that receives the message of the risen 
Christ that brings salvation from sin and grants hope eternal. 

• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 
“Amen!”   

To receive freedom from sin and great joy, and do the work of the church to cause healthy 
church growth, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  If you have 
not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by 
faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth 
your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of 
His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  
Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with courage and boldness to 
do the work of the Church to cause it to grow.  May God bless you as you humbly open your 
heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 

 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  

 
 

 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 
THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  

May 12, 2013      19. Simon the Sorcerer’s Encounter With Simon Peter         Acts 8:9-25 
 
I salute and say “Happy Mother’s Day 2013” to all mothers and potential mothers who are 
present for worship today.  Mothers occupy and play special and unique roles in the work and 
growth of a home.  I want you all to know that I appreciate all you do for your families.  
Similarly, the Holy Spirit plays special and unique roles in the work and growth of the church. So 
as we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts the relevant question to answer on today is: what are the roles 
of the Holy Spirit and His use of persecution for the work and growth of the church? 
 
 The early church had grown both in numbers and leadership; physically as well as spiritually.  
Members of the Sanhedrin and priesthood were continuously being converted from Judaism to 
Christianity.  Then the great persecution which began with the stoning of Stephen and led by 
Saul who witness his killing scattered believers throughout Judea and Samaria, and served as an 
instrument to fulfill the part of the great commission regarding the witnessing in Judea and 
Samaria.  Saul was the there when Stephen was stoned to death in Jerusalem.  In fact those who 
participated in this woeful atrocity of stoning Stephen to death laid their coats at the feet of this 
young man named Saul. The persecution thereafter was led by Saul and all believers except the 
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  Philip was one of those that escape the 
persecution in Jerusalem to Samaria.  And those who had been scattered preached the word 
wherever they went. In Samaria, Philip’s witness of Christ brought great joy to that city as Holy 
Spirit worked miracles through him to substantiate his witness of the resurrected Christ.  As a 
result many were saved and got baptized including Simon the sorcerer who had mesmerized the 
people of the city with his sorcery to the extent that the called him “the Great Power of God”.  
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Thus our text for today reads, “Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in 
the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all 
the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called 
the Great Power of God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time 
with his sorcery.  12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 
Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the 
great signs and miracles he saw.  14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they 
prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy 
Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit.”  20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because 
you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this 
ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to 
the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For, I 
see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”  24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the 
Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.” 25 After they had further 
proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned to 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages” (Acts 8:9-25). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 

• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the 
household of God.   

• Believers witnessing for Christ continually through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
• Persecution of believers to scatter them to establish the faith in newer territories and so 

build the Kingdom of Christ. 
• Receiving the gospel and the Holy Spirit by faith rather than trying to purchase such 

with money. 
• Repentance bitterness, wickedness and all sin and praying for forgiveness and 

restoration through the help of the Holy Spirit. 
• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 

“Amen!”   
To receive freedom from sin and great joy, and do the work of the church to cause healthy 
church growth, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then 
allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and 
humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your 
heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose 
again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be 
saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you 
through the Holy Spirit with courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause it to 
grow.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir 
leads us in a song! 



 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  

 
 
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  
May 19, 2013     20. Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch         Acts 8:26-40 
 
The early church kept growing both in numbers and leadership; physically as well as spiritually.  
So as we continue with the sermon series entitled “THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE 
CHURCH” using the Book of Acts it would be nice to reflect on the effect of great spiritual 
leadership.  Great spiritual leadership is always fostered and developed by complete continual 
reliance on and obedience to the Holy Spirit.  As such great spiritual leadership does enhance the 
work and the growth of the church.  And so anyone desiring to be a spiritual leader must first be 
born again and develop to become one full of faith, the Holy Spirit and wisdom. This is because 
the Holy Spirit helps you to be in tune and communion with God in everything, acknowledging 
Him in everything so that He may direct your paths.  Hence it is crucial for every believer to 
strive to know the heart and mind of God.  The Holy Spirit is the Helper that facilitates this 
process and makes it a reality such that when God speaks to us, we can comprehend what He 
says to us.  
 
It is in this light that Philip could understand what the angel of the Lord was saying to him when 
asked to go to a desert Lord.  However, I need to pause for a moment and sound a stern warning 
concerning the craze about angels in America.  Some of the things perpetuated about angels in 
this country are bizarre.  Programs that depict the action of angels are ludicrous.  For instance 
people believing that other individuals are their guiding angels!  The truth is that there are bad 
angels (demons) and good angels (ministering spirits that are obedient to the Holy Spirit’s 
leading).  Good angels always reveal the heart and mind of God to believers.  Good angels are 
messengers of the Lord that deliver messages to believers.  Philip was quite aware of this because 
he was a leader full of faith, the Holy Spirit and wisdom. 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—
the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way 
he met an Ethiopian [That is, from the southern Nile region] eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man 
had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the 
Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 30 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.  31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone 
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  32 This is the passage of 
Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter and as a lamb before 
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its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  33 In his humiliation he was deprived of 
justice.  Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”  [Isaiah 53:7, 
8 (see Septuagint). 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking 
about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and 
told him the good news about Jesus.  36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water 
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 37 
[Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”] 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, 
but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, 
preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea” (Acts 8:26-40). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  The work and growth of the church involves: 

• Knowing and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the 
household of God.   

• Believers witnessing for Christ continually through the power of the Holy Spirit as 
become more sensitive to His leading and guidance. 

• Worshippers reading the scriptures to have personal knowledge of what God is saying 
in His word. 

• Willingness of believers to explain the gospel through the help of the Holy Spirit to 
those who don’t understand it even if they had been to a place of worship. 

• Believers’ complete continual reliance on and obedience to the Holy Spirit to preach the 
gospel in all the towns and wherever the Holy Spirit leads 

• This is what the work and growth of the church is all about.  And let the church say, 
“Amen!”   

To receive freedom from sin and great joy, and do the work of the church to cause healthy 
church growth, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then 
allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and 
humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your 
heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose 
again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be 
saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you 
through the Holy Spirit with courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause it to 
grow.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir 
leads us in a song! 

 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or a help to you, write and tell us also.  
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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 
THE BOOK OF ACTS: THE WORK AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH  

May 26, 2013     21. Saul’s Conversion     Acts 9:1-19 
 
The 9th chapter of Acts is captured during a time where the Gospel, the Good News, of Jesus’ 
Resurrection and Salvation through Him is Spreading. The Book of Acts details its beginning in an upper 
room prayer meeting (Acts 1:13), then on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1) and continuing through 
persecutions (Acts 5:41-42) and dispersion (Acts 8:4). The Gospel message has never stopped but has 
spread and increased more Disciples of Jesus Christ. We have seen the Gospel message delivered through 
men like Peter, the 12 Apostles, Stephen, and Phillip. 
 
Chapter 8 of the Book of Acts truly shows us the Work of Church. As it details that it is the many 
Believers, not Just the Apostles, who take the Gospel message and spreads it beyond Jerusalem. The 
means by which the Gospel is transported is through Personal Evangelism. The local church which is 
apart of God’s Global Body, can only grow through doing this vital Work of the Church. It entails being 
led by the Holy Spirit to see the many opportunities to present the Gospel. The Bible says that the 
Harvest is plentiful but the labors are few. So labors in God’s workforce must be sensitive to the Leading 
of the Holy Spirit to know the Spiritual condition of those they meet. Some need Prayer for the hard 
ground to be broken so that a seed may be planted. Others need the Gospel seed planted, or watering by 
encouragement. Some need things pruned from around them so that they can grow and others are ripe 
for the peaking or ready to hear the Gospel and Receive Jesus Christ as Lord.  
 
Each person is in a stage on this Journey, and each Christian must do the work of an Evangelist and seek 
to Save the lost. Often time this is best done through Personal relationships; with Family, Friends, 
Relatives, Associates, and our Neighbors. So the context of Chapter 9 in the Book of Acts follows Phillip 
who is led by the Holy Spirit and seizes the opportunity to save an Ethiopian Eunuch whom he 
befriended along his journey.  We can be assured that Phillip’s story may be no different than many 
other Believers who were dispersed and Spreading the Gospel through Personal Evangelism. But, 
Chapter 9 is like an interruption, As Saul during this time is going to the High Priest for authority to go 
to Damascus and enter the Synagogues and to bound any that he found of the Way, or believers in the 
Resurrected Jesus.  He wanted to bring back to Jerusalem those whom he found believing in this way, or 
as he considered it Heresy. All of this is happening as he breathes out threatening and slaughter against 
the Disciples of the Lord.  
 
In Paul and Ananias we see another Evangelistic relationship. We also see the steps of Conversion. We 
first see that each person is on a Journey called life. (Acts 9:3-5) We saw the Ethiopian Eunuch and now 
Saul on their respective journeys. We secondly see that along the Journey, through many may not be 
aware of it, God is actively calling the unsaved. (Acts 9:6-9) Each person much acknowledge God, who is 
calling them and at times may need a Christian to give them guidance and direction. (Acts 9:10-14) 
Christians must go to the unbelievers because God is calling them and desires them also to be saved. 
(Acts 9:15-16) Finally once the Gospel is presented the opportunity for Salvation, through Jesus Christ, 
needs to be accepted. (Acts 9:17-19) 
 
We see this in the Journey of Saul on his way to Damascus and how Ananias joined him and explained 
that it was Jesus who he saw on the Damascus Road. Saul accepted the Gospel and was saved. The 
question is where are you on your Journey? Are you aware that God is calling you? Have you answered 
his call? We only have to repent of our sins, and accept Jesus and Lord and Savior of our life to be saved!  
 
 



 
 
 
 


