
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
June 1, 2014    15. More Than Conquerors and Paul’s Anguish Over Israel  Romans 8:31-39; 9:1-29 
We are still on the topic of practical Christianity using the Book of Romans as a guide.  Practical 
Christianity is Life through the Spirit.  It is a life of righteousness to please God because those 
who are led by the spirit are the children of God.  If children of God, then heirs - actually joint 
heirs of the Kingdom, with Christ. The obvious implication is that those who desire to live godly 
and righteous lives will suffer like Christ did.  But these sufferings are nothing compared to the 
glory to be revealed.  Definitely sufferings come before the cross and the cross before the crown!  
And so every Christian like Paul experiences the fact that we are more than conquerors because 
of God’s everlasting love in Christ Jesus yet often we live in anguish over our people, race and 
nation that have not understood what is available for them in Christ Jesus and have rejected 
Him. Have you ever felt like you are a victim of circumstances? I have good news for you!  You 
are victor and not a victim.  You are more than a conqueror through Him who loves you. 
Ultimately it is God who predestines, chooses and justifies. 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge 
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who 
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the 
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 
As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.”[Psalm 44:22] 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, [Or 
nor heavenly rulers] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Paul’s Anguish Over Israel 
 
9 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy 
Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 
myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the 
people of Israel.  Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 
them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised![ Or 
Messiah, who is over all. God be forever praised! Or Messiah. God who is over all be forever 
praised!] Amen.  6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel are Israel.  7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the 
contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”[Gen. 21:12]  8 In other 
words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of 
the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring.   9 For this was how the promise was 
stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”[Gen. 18:10,14] 10 Not 
only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac.  11 Yet, 
before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in 



election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve 
the younger.”[Gen. 25:23] 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”[ Mal. 1:2,3] 
14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy 
on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”[Exodus 33:19] 
16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 17 For 
Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power 
in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”[Exodus 9:16] 18 Therefore God 
has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.  19 One 
of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his will?” 20 
But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed, say to the one who 
formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”[Isaiah 29:16; 45:9] 21 Does not the potter have the 
right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for 
common use? 22 What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, 
bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did 
this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in 
advance for glory— 24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the 
Gentiles? 25 As he says in Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; and I will 
call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,” [Hosea 2:23 26] and, “In the very place where it 
was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘children of the living 
God.’”[Hosea 1:10] 27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the Israelites 
be like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved.  28 For the Lord will carry out his 
sentence on earth with speed and finality.”[Isaiah 10:22,23 (see Septuagint)] 29 It is just as Isaiah 
said previously: “Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have become like 
Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah” (Romans 8:31-39; 9:1-29). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about 
practical Christianity.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building trustworthy relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting 
Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and so reject conforming to the things of the 
world because of reverence. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  

• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 

• The law being only profitable if it is obeyed as it will point you not only to the guilt of sin 
but also the righteousness obtained through faith in Jesus Christ 

• Know that God is righteous and faithful even though no one is righteous by the works of 
the law; for all have sinned and fallen short of His glory. 

• Believing God to be justified by your faith and not your works. 
• Enjoying peace and having eternal hope because we have been justified and reconciled to 



God and sealed by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
• Understanding that death came through the disobedience of the first Adam while eternal 

life came through the obedience of the second Adam (Jesus Christ). 
• Becoming dead to sin, and alive in Christ to serve in the new way of the Spirit. 
• My mind and my body becoming a slave to God’s Law which is spiritual, holy, righteous, 

and good, although I as man in the flesh am unspiritual. 
• Living in the Spirit, by the Spirit and through the Spiritwho provides us the confident to 

live by Faith and not by fear. 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church 
growth through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord 
and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to 
come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will 
make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that 
He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, 
and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers 
to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of 
the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
June 8, 2014      16. Israel’s Unbelief  Romans 9:30-39; 10:1-21 
Unbelief is deadly in that it destroys faith, hope, trust, loyalty and ultimately relationships.  Faith 
is the act of believing that God will do what He said He would.  Unbelief is rejecting and 
disbelieving God’s laws and orders.  Faith always leads to obedience of God’s word.  When we 
reject the righteousness God offers and create our own righteousness we are dabbling with 
danger. It becomes too expensive.  For instances, the Israelites that rejected Jesus Christ because 
of unbelief, loss their salvation and Gentiles like us gained salvation and the right to become joint 
heirs with Christ as grafted branches.  Just like the Israelites if we pursue righteousness through 
the law we create grave danger that would lead to stumbling and falling from grace. 
 

Thus our text for today reads, “What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue 
righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who 
pursued the law as the way of righteousness, have not attained their goal. 32 Why not? Because 
they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works, they stumbled over the stumbling stone. 33 
As it is written: “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes 
them fall, and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.”[Isaiah 8:14; 28:16].  10:1 
Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 



saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on 
knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, 
they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the culmination of the law so that there 
may be righteousness for everyone who believes.  5 Moses writes this about the righteousness that 
is by the law: “The person who does these things will live by them.”[Lev. 18:5] 6 But the 
righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’”[Deut. 30:12] (That is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 
deep?’”[Deut. 30:13] (That is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The 
word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” [Deut. 30:14] that is, the message 
concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are 
saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.”[Isaiah 
28:16 (see Septuagint)] 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is 
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.”[Joel 2:32]  14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”[Isaiah 52:7] 16 But not all 
the Israelites accepted the good news.  For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 
[Isaiah 53:1] 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word about Christ. 18 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice 
has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”[Psalm 19:4]  19 Again I ask: 
Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, “I will make you envious by those who are not a 
nation;     I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.”[Deut. 32:21]  20 And 
Isaiah boldly says, “I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did 
not ask for me.”[Isaiah 65:1]  21 But concerning Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my 
hands     to a disobedient and obstinate people.”[Isaiah 65:2]” (Romans 9:30-39; 10:1-21). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about 
practical Christianity.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building trustworthy relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting 
Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and so reject conforming to the things of the 
world because of reverence. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  

• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 

• The law being only profitable if it is obeyed as it will point you not only to the guilt of sin 
but also the righteousness obtained through faith in Jesus Christ 



• Know that God is righteous and faithful even though no one is righteous by the works of 
the law; for all have sinned and fallen short of His glory. 

• Believing God to be justified by your faith and not your works. 
• Enjoying peace and having eternal hope because we have been justified and reconciled to 

God and sealed by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
• Understanding that death came through the disobedience of the first Adam while eternal 

life came through the obedience of the second Adam (Jesus Christ). 
• Becoming dead to sin, and alive in Christ to serve in the new way of the Spirit. 
• My mind and my body becoming a slave to God’s Law which is spiritual, holy, righteous, 

and good, although I as man in the flesh am unspiritual. 
• Living in the Spirit, by the Spirit and through the Spirit who provides us the confident to 

live by Faith and not by fear. 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 

To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church 
growth through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord 
and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to 
come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will 
make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that 
He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, 
and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers 
to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of 
the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
June 15, 2014     17. The Remnant of Israel   Romans 11:1-10 
Happy Father’s Day!  Remnants are versatile and could be used in several ways.  Remnants of 
people are few faithful ones.  We cannot discuss the Remnant of people without fathers.  The 
Remnant of Fathers teaches their future generations to remain faithful to be a remnant for God. 
Even under unbelief in any nation, there is always a remnant that is ever faithful to God 
Almighty.  Unbelief is deadly in that it destroys faith, hope, trust, loyalty and ultimately 
relationships.  Faith is the act of believing that God will do what He said He would.  Unbelief is 
rejecting and disbelieving God’s laws and orders.  Faith always leads to obedience of God’s word.  
When we reject the righteousness that God offers and go on to create our own righteousness we 
are dabbling with danger. It becomes too expensive.  For instances, the Israelites that rejected 
Jesus Christ because of unbelief, loss their salvation and Gentiles like us gained salvation and the 
right to become joint heirs with Christ as grafted branches.  Just like the Israelites if we pursue 
righteousness through the law we create grave danger that would lead to stumbling and falling 



from grace.  Therefore, Fathers are to be responsible and instrumental in developing a remnant 
that is ever faithful to God. However, the fact still remains true that even when we reject God 
and every one thinks everybody is doing so, there is a remnant that God has reserved that would 
ever be faithful to Him to serve as example to others.  Thus God never rejects anyone who seeks 
Him and desires to be ever faithful.  Did God ever reject Israel despite its continuous 
unfaithfulness?  NEVER! 
 

Thus our text for today reads, “I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an 
Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his 
people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—
how he appealed to God against Israel: 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down 
your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me”[1 Kings 19:10,14]? 4 And what 
was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the 
knee to Baal.”[1 Kings 19:18] 5 So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 6 
And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.  7 
What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. The elect among 
them did, but the others were hardened, 8 as it is written: “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes 
that could not see and ears that could not hear, to this very day.”[Deut. 29:4; Isaiah 29:10] 9 And 
David says: “May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for 
them. 10 May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever.”[Psalm 
69:22, 23]” (Romans 11:1-10). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about 
practical Christianity.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building trustworthy relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting 
Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and so reject conforming to the things of the 
world because of reverence. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  

• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 

• The law being only profitable if it is obeyed as it will point you not only to the guilt of sin 
but also the righteousness obtained through faith in Jesus Christ 

• Know that God is righteous and faithful even though no one is righteous by the works of 
the law; for all have sinned and fallen short of His glory. 

• Believing God to be justified by your faith and not your works. 
• Enjoying peace and having eternal hope because we have been justified and reconciled to 

God and sealed by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
• Understanding that death came through the disobedience of the first Adam while eternal 

life came through the obedience of the second Adam (Jesus Christ). 



• Becoming dead to sin, and alive in Christ to serve in the new way of the Spirit. 
• My mind and my body becoming a slave to God’s Law which is spiritual, holy, righteous, 

and good, although I as man in the flesh am unspiritual. 
• Living in the Spirit, by the Spirit and through the Spirit who provides us the confident to 

live by Faith and not by fear. 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 

To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church 
growth through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord 
and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to 
come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will 
make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that 
He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, 
and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers 
to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of 
the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 
THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  

June 22, 2014     18. Ingrafted Branches       Romans 11:11-24 
 
The Apostle Paul says, “Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all” 
(Rom. 11:11 NIV) Paul continues a discussion that he is having with the Romans about his fellow 
Jews. This conversation begins in Romans Chapter nine as he discloses his sorrow and increased 
anguish of heart over his own people, his own race, and his brothers – The Israelites.  Paul’s 
desire at heart and prayers to God is that they might be saved (10:1). The Apostle’s lament is 
derived from the fact that his people have zeal for God but not according to knowledge (10:2). 
Paul say that they have pursued righteousness not by Faith but by their own works (9:30-32).  
Paul says that they all have not accepted the Good News and are plagued with unbelief. (10:6) 
In the beginning of Chapter 11 Paul asks, Did God reject His own People, the descendants of 
Abraham and heirs to the Promise? And he says, by no means! And, neither did they stumble so 
as to fall beyond recovery. Rather Paul informs us of How God has used this situation in a good 
way. First God has used the Jews rejection to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Jew and 
Gentile (11:1).  And secondly, the Salvation of the Gentiles is used that it may arouse Israel’s 
envy that perhaps some may be saved. (11:14) Paul understands that God has used the situation 
to the best and by their rejection He has reconciled the world to himself.  
 
The Apostle tells his Roman readers, that God has not left Israel and that they will be saved. He 
reminds them of the root of Israel’s salvation, the promise of the forefathers Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob and that through them all of Israel is blessed. (11:16) He compares Israel to a Broken 



branch off of a tree and just as it is broken off, it can be grafted into the olive tree again. (11:17-
20) Because of this opportunity to be grafted in again, Paul looks to the excitement of Israel, his 
people, accepting Christ and describes it as Great Riches,  Life from the Dead, and that Christ is 
ready awaiting to accept them! (11:12, 15, 24) 
 
Paul gives every Gentile believer a sobering teaching: Appreciate your salvation! For the non 
Jew to accept and receive the Gospel by Faith it took Israel’s loss. (11:12) For the wild olive 
branches (Gentiles) to be grafted into this cultivated, holy, nourishing, and sustaining olive root, 
natural branches (Jews) had to be broken off. (11:18) In fact Paul encourages us not to boast, nor 
be arrogant but rather be Afraid. (11:18-20) In ourselves we have nothing to boast about as if we 
are better simply because we are saved by Faith and it is the root that supports us and not us 
branches supporting the root.  
 
Ultimately, we should consider the Kindness and Sternness of God. (11:22) Yes, He is stern to 
those who do not believe in Him, for they will be broken off, judged and sentenced to eternity in 
Hell. But, also consider His kindness to accept whosoever would accept Jesus for He will adopt 
them into His family that they may enjoy the richness and greatness of the Promise! Just as Paul, 
we pray that all would come to the full knowledge of Salvation in Jesus Christ whether Jew or 
non Jew, all can enjoy the goodness of the Lord found in a relationship with Him which will give 
life eternal!!   
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
June 29, 2014     19. All Israel Will Be Saved   Romans 11:25-36 
Ignorance is terrible and deadly.  Mystery is horrifying.  A combination of both is bewildering as 
it could lead to conceitedness or/and self-importance.  We don’t get it because we don’t 
understand it.  We do not understand it because it is a mystery to us.  It is a mystery to us 
because we are ignorant.   For instance, the mystery of Israel rejecting Christ so that the Gentiles 
can be grafted into the vine and then all Israel be saved because of God’s election of, and promise 
to, Abraham is mind boggling in understand that salvation is by grace and not works.  You 
however must understand that God’s promises are irrevocable and His election stands sure 
forever.  God has a sovereign power and divine grace to choose whosoever He desires.  This is 
why many Christians do not understand the doctrines of predestination and grace.  The Israelites 
were elected through God’s sovereign will whereas the Gentiles are chosen through God’s grace 
through faith for both to become joint heirs of the kingdom.  However, in either case 
disobedience to God’s word is what separates us from the inheritance that we have through Jesus 
Christ.  Disobedience brings about destruction and forfeiture of the inheritance of the kingdom 
of God.  All be it, it is out of disobedience that we appreciate the grace of God and His mercies 
when we become obedient to Him. 
 
Unbelief is deadly in that it destroys faith, hope, trust, loyalty and ultimately relationships.  Faith 



is the act of believing that God will do what He said He would.  Unbelief is rejecting and 
disbelieving God’s laws and orders in attempt to create our own righteousness.  Faith always 
leads to obedience of God’s word.  When we reject the righteousness that God offers and go on to 
invent our own righteousness we dabble with danger as it becomes too expensive.  For instances, 
the Israelites that rejected Jesus Christ because of unbelief, loss their salvation and consequently, 
Gentiles like us gained salvation and the right to become joint heirs with Christ as grafted 
branches.  Just like the Israelites if we pursue righteousness through the law we create grave 
danger that leads to stumbling and falling from grace.  Albeit, the fact still remains true that even 
when we reject God and every one thinks everybody is doing so, there is a remnant that God has 
reserved that would ever be faithful to Him to serve as example to others.  Thus God never 
rejects anyone who seeks Him and anyone who desires to be ever faithful.  Did God ever reject 
Israel despite its continuous unfaithfulness?  NEVER! This is because Israel shall yet be saved as 
the elected of God. 
 

Thus our text for today reads, “I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and 
sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full 
number of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this way[Or and so] all Israel will be saved. As it is 
written, “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.  27 And 
this is [Or will be] my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”[Isaiah 59:20, 21; 27:9 
(see Septuagint); Jer. 31:33, 34] 28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your 
sake; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s 
gifts and his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have 
now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient 
in order that they too may now[Some manuscripts do not have now] receive mercy as a result of 
God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have 
mercy on them all.  33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and [Or riches and the wisdom 
and the] knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34  “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”[Isaiah 40:13]  35 
“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?”[Job 41:11] 36 For from him and 
through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” (Romans 11:25-36). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about 
practical Christianity.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building trustworthy relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting 
Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and so reject conforming to the things of the 
world because of reverence. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  

• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 



• The law being only profitable if it is obeyed as it will point you not only to the guilt of sin 
but also the righteousness obtained through faith in Jesus Christ 

• Know that God is righteous and faithful even though no one is righteous by the works of 
the law; for all have sinned and fallen short of His glory. 

• Believing God to be justified by your faith and not your works. 
• Enjoying peace and having eternal hope because we have been justified and reconciled to 

God and sealed by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
• Understanding that death came through the disobedience of the first Adam while eternal 

life came through the obedience of the second Adam (Jesus Christ). 
• Becoming dead to sin, and alive in Christ to serve in the new way of the Spirit. 
• My mind and my body becoming a slave to God’s Law which is spiritual, holy, righteous, 

and good, although I as man in the flesh am unspiritual. 
• Living in the Spirit, by the Spirit and through the Spirit who provides us the confident to 

live by Faith and not by fear. 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 

To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church 
growth through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord 
and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to 
come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will 
make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that 
He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, 
and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers 
to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of 
the Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 


