
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
March 2, 2014     3. God’s Righteous Judgment        Romans 2:1-16 
 
Practical Christianity is the act of applying into your daily living the truth God has taught you 
thereby building the character that reflects Jesus Christ in your daily walk in this pilgrim’s 
journey that every believer is engaged.  Practical Christianity aids your mind to become dynamic 
as you remain open to receiving the truth of God which transforms you through the renewal of 
your mind.  This also prevents you from having a mindset that conforms to the worldly 
standards. Christians cannot afford to have a closed mind or a mindset that limits the mind and 
make them to remain static.  The Christians life is dynamic such that it transform one from glory 
to glory as the unchanging word, the truth of God causes you to change your ways continuously 
as you become more and more obedient to it and mature in the things of God.  Practical 
Christianity involves fervor and not fear; faith and not foolishness; and favor and not favoritism.  
Practical Christianity is all about building relationships and not religion.  Practical Christianity 
is ultimately about building character that reflects Christ in you and not necessarily building a 
reputation for yourself. 
 
While the four Gospels present the words and work of Jesus Christ, the Book of Romans explores 
the significance of His death and the application of Christ’s doctrine and example.  Paul uses the 
question-and-answer format to record the most systematic presentation of Christian doctrine in 
this Book of the Bible.  The Book of Romans is therefore more than a book of theology; it is a 
book of practical exhortation for Christian living.  Paul wants us to understand from the Book of 
Romans that the good news of Jesus Christ for believer is more than facts to be believed but a life 
to be lived – a life of righteousness and dynamic transformation in building relationships that 
befits the person “justified freely by the Grace of God through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus”.   
 
As we continue on the subject of practical Christianity today we shall focus on God’s righteous 
judgment.  Should anyone judge anybody?  Do you have any secrets? Are there any secrets 
before God? Judgment is a ruling or decision reached based on one’s conduct or behavior.  God’s 
wrath is always against godlessness and wickedness in our conduct.  If you claim that you know 
God yet do not honor Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but entertain futile thinking and 
darkened foolish hearts to exchange the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a 
mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles,  God will give you over in the sinful 
desires of your hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of your bodies with one another. You 
would then exchange the truth about God for a lie, and worship and serve created things rather 
than the Creator.  Therefore understand that man’s judgment is mostly unjust, full of injustice 
and unrighteousness but God’s judgment is always righteous, fair and without favoritism 
because is based on truth. 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on 
someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you 
who pass judgment do the same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who 
do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them 
and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show 
contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s 



kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?  5 But because of your stubbornness and your 
unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when 
his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God “will repay each person according to what they 
have done.”[Psalm 62:12; Prov. 24:12] 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, 
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who 
reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble and 
distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, 
honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God 
does not show favoritism.  12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, 
and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law 
who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 
14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, 
they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the 
requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them.) 16 This will 
take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel 
declares” (Romans 2:1-16). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as 
Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and rejecting conforming to the things of the 
world because of fear. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  

• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 

• This is what Practical Christianity is all about.  And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth 
through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and 
savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to come, 
repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make 
room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died 
and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to 
empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the 
Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 



 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
March 9, 2014     4. The Jews and the Law        Romans 2:17-29 
 
Practical Christianity is the act of faithfully obeying the truth God that He has taught you.  This 
will result in a dynamic Christian life that transforms one from glory to glory as the unchanging 
word of God changes your ways continuously when you become more and more obedient to it 
and mature in the things of God.  Practical Christianity involves fervor and not fear; faith and 
not foolishness; and favor and not favoritism.  Practical Christianity is all about building 
relationships and not religion.  It depends on the love of God and not the laws of men. Practical 
Christianity is ultimately about building character that reflects Christ in you and not necessarily 
building a reputation for yourself. 
 
While the four Gospels present the words and work of Jesus Christ, the Book of Romans explores 
the significance of His death and the application of Christ’s doctrine and example.  Paul uses the 
question-and-answer format to record the most systematic presentation of Christian doctrine in 
this Book of the Bible.  The Book of Romans is therefore more than a book of theology; it is a 
book of practical exhortation for Christian living.  Paul wants us to understand from the Book of 
Romans that the good news of Jesus Christ for believer is more than facts to be believed but a life 
to be lived – a life of righteousness and dynamic transformation in building relationships that 
befits the person “justified freely by the Grace of God through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus”.   
 
As we continue on the subject of practical Christianity today we shall focus on what Paul had to 
say about “The Jews and the Law”.  Are laws bad?  Not really, because laws point us into the 
direction of righteousness; unless there are loopholes in the laws to circumvent their purpose 
and/or made for the ulterior motives of favoritism.  When laws are made and not observed, they 
become null and void.  Paul in today’s text employs the questions and answers format of his 
presentation of Christian doctrines.  He made propositions and conditional statements to bring 
out the truth of Christian doctrines.  The deep searching question is concerning what is 
important to Christians: Is it reputation or character that you desire?  Is it conforming to others 
through relying on manmade laws or is it transformation through obedience to the truth of God 
that would consistently change one from glory to glory? 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and 
boast in God; 18 if you know his will and approve of what is superior because you are instructed 
by the law; 19 if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in 
the dark, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little children, because you have in the law 
the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you, then, who teach others, do you not teach 
yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that people should not 
commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You 



who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 As it is written: ‘God’s name 
is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you’ [Isaiah 52:5 (see Septuagint); Ezekiel 36:20, 
22].    25 Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the law, you have 
become as though you had not been circumcised. 26 So then, if those who are not circumcised 
keep the law’s requirements, will they not be regarded as though they were circumcised? 27 The 
one who is not circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though 
you have the written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker.  28 A person is not a Jew who is 
one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 29 No, a person is a Jew 
who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God” (Romans 2:17-29). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as 
Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and rejecting conforming to the things of the 
world because of fear. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  

• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 

• The law being only profitable if it is obeyed as it will point you not only to the guilt of sin 
but also the righteousness obtained through faith in Jesus Christ  

• This is what Practical Christianity is all about.  And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth 
through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and 
savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to come, 
repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make 
room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died 
and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to 
empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the 
Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 



Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
March 16, 2014     5. God’s Faithfulness although No One is Righteous        Romans 3:1-20 
 
Practical Christianity is the act of faithfully obeying the truth God that He has taught you.  Such 
that as you become more and more obedient to it and mature in the things of God, your Christian 
life is dynamic as you are transformed from glory to glory by the unchanging word of God that 
changes your ways continuously.  Practical Christianity involves fervor and not fear; faith and 
not foolishness; and favor and not favoritism.  Practical Christianity is all about building 
relationships and not religion.  It depends on the love of God and not the laws of men. Practical 
Christianity is ultimately about building character that reflects Christ in you and not necessarily 
building a reputation for yourself. 
 
While the four Gospels present the words and work of Jesus Christ, the Book of Romans explores 
the significance of His death and the application of Christ’s doctrine and example.  In this book 
of Romans, Paul uses the question-and-answer format to present the most systematic 
presentation of Christian doctrine. The Book of Romans is therefore more than a book of 
theology; it is a book of practical exhortation for Christian living.  Paul wants us to understand 
from the Book of Romans that the good news of Jesus Christ for believer is more than facts to be 
believed but a life to be lived – a life of righteousness and dynamic transformation in building 
relationships that befits the person “justified freely by the Grace of God through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus”.   
 
So as we continue on the subject of practical Christianity today we shall focus on “God’s 
Faithfulness although No One is Righteous”.  God is ever faithful even when we are faithless for 
He cannot deny Himself.  The Laws were given to man as a school master to point us into the 
direction of righteousness.  For without righteousness no man shall see God. Christians must 
understand that the Bible is about the Hebrew (Jewish) people, the chosen people of God.  Even 
though the Bible is authored by the Holy Spirit; all involved in writing it, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, were Jews except the Gentile Dr. Luke who wrote the Books of Luke and Acts.  The Bible 
contains the Laws, statutes, doctrines and commands of God to man.  Paul, again, in today’s text 
employs the questions and answers format to present the truth of Christian doctrines on God’s 
faithfulness and righteousness in relation to the Jewish laws proving that no one is righteous 
because all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is 
there in circumcision? 2 Much in every way! First of all, the Jews have been entrusted with the 
very words of God.  3 What if some were unfaithful? Will their unfaithfulness nullify God’s 
faithfulness? 4 Not at all! Let God be true, and every human being a liar.  As it is written: “So 
that you may be proved right when you speak and prevail when you judge.” [Psalm 51:4].  5 But 
if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? That God 
is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human argument.) 6 Certainly not! If that 
were so, how could God judge the world? 7 Someone might argue, “If my falsehood enhances 
God’s truthfulness and so increases his glory, why am I still condemned as a sinner?” 8 Why not 
say—as some slanderously claim that we say—“Let us do evil that good may result”? Their 
condemnation is just! 9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For 
we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 



As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11  there is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God.  12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not even one.”[Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Eccles. 7:20].  13 “Their 
throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”[Psalm 5:9].  “The poison of vipers is on 
their lips.”[Psalm 140:3].  14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” [Psalm 10:7 (see 
Septuagint)].  15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 
17 and the way of peace they do not know.”[Isaiah 59:7, 8].  18  “There is no fear of God before 
their eyes.”[Psalm 36:1].  19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to 
God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; 
rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin” (Romans 3:1-20). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon on today please allow me to summarize it as 
follows.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting Jesus Christ as 
Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and rejecting conforming to the things of the 
world because of fear. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  

• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 

• The law being only profitable if it is obeyed as it will point you not only to the guilt of sin 
but also the righteousness obtained through faith in Jesus Christ 

• Know that God righteous and faithful even though no one is righteous by the works of the 
law; for all have sinned and fallen short of His glory. 

• This is what Practical Christianity is all about.  And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth 
through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and 
savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to come, 
repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make 
room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died 
and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to 
empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the 
Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
 



If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

PREACHED AT 107TH CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, MT MORIAH MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH, OPELIKA, ALABAMA, Rev. Bernard Anderson, Pastor 
Theme: The Church - The Body of Christ   (1Corinthians 12:12, 27). 

March 16, 2014  Unity and Diversity in the Body  1Corinthians 12:12-27 
1. Pray / Acknowledge 

A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends 
2.  Introduction:  

o I want to commend Mt. Moriah for its continual existence for these 107 years that we 
are celebrating. I thank Pastor Anderson for joining the list of all the pastors that 
have shaped and continue to shape the body of Christ at Mt. Moriah.  Jesus said, “…I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18.  
Jesus in building His Church appoints shepherds to lead it.  The job of the pastor is 
not easy because he has God as his overseer.  He is a shepherd appointed by God to 
lead His congregation into all knowledge and wisdom. Jeremiah 3:15 states “…I will 
give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and 
understanding”. The pastor is a shepherd and not a hireling. A hireling is somebody 
who is motivated to work only for pay (money). Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. 
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons 
the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep” (John 10:11-
13). 

o Our people are yet to fully understand the difference between being a Christian (part of 
body of Christ) and being religious; and difference between a pastor and a preacher.  A 
pastor must preach but a preacher does not necessarily have to be a pastor.  It is just like 
a preacher must be a teacher but a teacher is not necessarily a preacher. We have had 
many a problem within the black Baptist Church because the congregation sometimes 
calls a preacher to be pastor (or called a pastor) but expect him to be a preacher and not 
a pastor.  Preaching is teaching the truth with a persuasion to convert/win people over to 
the kingdom of God.  Teaching is bringing a subject matter to the understanding of the 
pupils.  

o The job of a pastor is therefore more effective when he relies and spends time in the 
presence of God and Jesus Christ at all times since his preaching is to persuade people to 
come into the kingdom of God and Christ.  Acknowledging God’s presence at all times 
helps the pastor, who is the under shepherd, understand that the work of the ministry 
involves the five tenets of ministering that Jesus employed.  These five tenets include 
worship, fellowship, discipleship, evangelism and outreach ministry.  The driving forces 



for ministering this way are love and the Holy Spirit.   Otherwise your Modus Operandi 
(techniques) will differ from that of Jesus Christ the Chief Shepherd. 

o The pastor is an under shepherd and not a hireling in the kingdom of God.  The 
shepherd must therefore lead, protect, feed, guide and care for God’s flock.  Hence the 
pastor’s primary responsibility is to teach the congregation (by his example) to get 
involved in the five tenets of ministering: worship, fellowship, discipleship, evangelism 
and outreach.  When the church fails to understand the roles and responsibilities of the 
pastor and each of its members, it ceases to be a church but an organization full of egos. 

o Someone would then ask me: what is the church? The church is the body of Christ.  It is 
an organism and yet an organization because it exist in unity and yet in diversity.  In 
unity because it is one body (of Christ) and in diversity because of its many members (or 
parts) who are gifted differently to perform different functions in the body. 
 

 

3.  1Corinthians 12:12-27 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of 
one part but of many.  15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part 
of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the 
body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would 
the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less 
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with 
special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the 
body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no 
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  27 Now you are 
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 

 

In conclusion, the church has been described scripturally as: 

• The body of Christ; The bride of Christ; The Temple of God; The Salt of the world; The 
Light of the world; A Royal Priesthood and a Holy Nation;  The Household of God; The 
Family of God.  



• Not being a cast system because it despises none and rejects none 

• Not being a secret order but all its members are kings and priests to God 

• Not an ordinary family but a Holy Family and its bonds are tender, filled with love to 
share one another’s joys and sorrows 

• An eternal Church and a spiritual organism where many members are organized as parts 
of the body to perform different functions decently and in order.  The scriptural offices of 
the Church are the pastor as the leader and the deacons as his helpers 

• The Bride of Jesus Christ bought by his Blood and Divinely commissioned by Him. Its 
mission is that the Church in each generation is to bring that generation and the next one 
to Christ so that His kingdom will continue to grow without an end.  This is possible 
through: 

o Worship – Leading the flock of God to fall in love with God and adore Him. 

o Fellowship – Protecting and caring for the flock of God to unite the congregation as 
each member gets to know each other and their unique gifts and functions. 

o Discipleship – Feeding the flock with the unadulterated Word of God for the 
congregation to grow healthily to maturity and bear fruit worthy of each member’s 
call, repentance and gift(s). 

o Evangelism – Guiding the community, crowd and congregation to learn the 
importance of falling in love with God to worship Him. 

o Outreach – Caring for the community, the crowd, the congregation, the committed 
and the core members of the church, teaching them to use their giftedness to care 
for the community to win those who are receptive and responsive to the gospel of 
Christ and guide them to fall in love with God and worship Him.   

• Finally, the church suffers when it becomes religious without being spiritual; political 
without being powerful; formal without being passionate; and self-centered rather than 
Christ-centered.  My prayer is that God will help Pastor Anderson to lead Mt Moriah to 
become the Church that Christ will commend some day for its continual existence in 
representing His one true body with many parts performing their God ordained functions. 

• And let the church say, “Amen” 

And if you are reading this on the Internet and desire to understand the Modus Operandi of the 
Church and its leadership, the starting point is to  pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and 
savior.  If you just did that, write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Evangelist R. D. Jacobs 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY  
March 23, 2014  6. Righteousness through Faith     Romans 3:21-31 

mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org


 
Dealing with Practical Christianity, causes us to deal with the basics of our Faith in Jesus.  The 
organism – the body of Christ known as the Church has to begin with the basics of the Faith in 
order to be successful in the daily practice of them. One of the basics of the Faith that the Apostle 
Paul points out to the Christians in Rome is that our Righteousness is through Faith in Christ.  
Paul adamantly points out that No One is Righteousness and that no one is declared 
righteousness in God’s sight by observing the law. Paul admonishes us that we all are under sin! 
(Romans 3:9-20) 

Paul then alludes to the fact that because we all are under sin – we all have fallen short of the 
Glory of God.  One of our basics of the Faith is that Righteousness from God comes through 
Faith in Jesus Christ to all that believe. We are only justified by grace through the redemption 
that came by Jesus Christ! Therefore God justifies those who have Faith in Jesus Christ.  
(Romans 3: 21-26) 

Paul closes out chapter 3 by letting us know that man is justified by faith apart from the law but 
because of our Faith we as Christians now uphold the law.  Although we are not saved by our 
works, Born-again Christians are saved unto Good Works. This basic understanding allows us-
the members of God’s body to remain humble in understanding that we are nothing without 
God.  This brings us into a real Relationship with God and not into a Religion. No religion can 
save, only Belief in Jesus Christ and his Redemptive work of Salvation can save. Only belief in 
Him as being the son of God, the perfect lamb of God, who gave his life a ransom for our 
freedom from sin. Our Belief and Faith in the Life, Death, Burial and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is what Justifies us, makes us Righteous and Saves our souls from eternal separation from 
God! This is the basis of our faith in Jesus Christ! 
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The question of justification is of paramount importance to every human being since all have 
sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.  Justification is when one is declared righteous or not 
guilty.  However, how does one get justified?  Is it by your works or by faith?  It is through faith 
in Jesus Christ which results in the new birth that makes one a Christian.  Do you have to do 
work to be justified?  Definitely, “No!” but once justified and saved by grace, it is unto good 
works that reflect the character of Christ developed in you through absolute obedience to word 
of God.  Thus, Paul wants us to understand from the Book of Romans that the good news of Jesus 
Christ for believer is more than facts to be believed but a life to be lived – a life of righteousness 
and dynamic transformation in building relationships that befits the person “justified freely by 
the Grace of God through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”.   
 
So as we continue on the subject of practical Christianity today we shall focus on how “Abraham 
was justified by Faith”.  To be justified is to be declared righteous, implying that all your sins 



have been forgiven!  To be justified is to be blessed!! 
 
Thus our text for today reads, “What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according 
to the flesh, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” [Gen. 15:6; also in verse 22].  4 Now to the one 
who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation.  5 However, to the one who does 
not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 6 
David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom God credits 
righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered.  8 Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”[Psalm 
32:1, 2].  9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have 
been saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. 10 Under what 
circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but 
before! 11 And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith 
while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been 
circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them. 12 And he is then also the 
father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the 
faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 13 It was not through the law that 
Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through 
the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith 
means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is 
no law there is no transgression. 16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by 
grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law 
but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I 
have made you a father of many nations.”[Gen. 17:5] He is our father in the sight of God, in 
whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.   
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as 
it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”[Gen. 15:5] 19 Without weakening in his 
faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years 
old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 
the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to 
him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24 
but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 
life for our justification” (Romans 4:1-25). 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about 
practical Christianity.  Practical Christianity involves: 

• Building trustworthy relationships rather than religion: Being born again or accepting 
Jesus Christ as Lord and savior; and becoming part of the household of God as a believer.   

•  Fervor and not fear as the Holy Spirit who resides in the believer empower him to make 
determined commitment to be transformed and so reject conforming to the things of the 
world because of reverence. 

• Faith and not foolishness: Faith helps build your commitment to God; thereby trusting 
Him and obeying Him.  Fear makes you rationalize to figure everything from the human 
view point.  



• Favor and favoritism:  Favor is the grace and mercy from God and man; favoritism is play 
partiality and games to have your own way according to the desires of the flesh. 

• Ultimately building Character not reputation:  Character is who you are; reputation is 
what people or who you want people to think you.  Christian character reflects Christ in 
you – the hope of glory! 

• Honoring God through obedience because His judgment is always righteous, fair and 
without favoritism as it is based on truth 

• The law being only profitable if it is obeyed as it will point you not only to the guilt of sin 
but also the righteousness obtained through faith in Jesus Christ 

• Know that God is righteous and faithful even though no one is righteous by the works of 
the law; for all have sinned and fallen short of His glory. 

• Believing God to be justified by your faith and not your works. 
• This is what Practical Christianity is all about.  And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 
To become part of the household of God as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and become part of the church to do the work of the church to cause healthy church growth 
through practical Christianity, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and 
savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If you have not, we invite you to come, 
repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make 
room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died 
and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 
will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to 
empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the 
Church to cause its continual growth.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to 
provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 
 
If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 


