
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  
March 1, 2015      27. The Resurrection Body 1Corinthians 15: 35-58 
 
We are still on the sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A 
Spiritual Church is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky 
Situations arising from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called 
out of.   
 
One of the issues that Paul had to address in the Church at Corinth was the resurrection.  The 
Pharisees believed in spirits, angels and the resurrection whereas the Sadducees did not.  It is 
these same Sadducees that at one time came to test Jesus about the resurrection as reported by 
Dr. Luke as follows: “Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus 
with a question. 28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and 
leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his 
brother” [If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his widow must not 
marry outside the family. Her husband’s brother shall take her and marry her and fulfill the 
duty of a brother-in-law to her.  6 The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead 
brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel (Deut. 25:5-6)].  29 Now there were 
seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30 The second 31 and then the 
third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the 
woman died too. 33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were 
married to her?” 34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 
But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection 
from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for 
they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37 
But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the 
Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’[Exodus 3:6].  38 He is 
not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 39 Some of the teachers of the 
law responded, “Well said, teacher!” 40 And no one dared to ask him any more questions” (Luke 
20:27-42).  
 
The subject of the resurrection became an issue of contention, confusion and dissension resulting 
in sticky situations in the Church during Paul’s ministry in Corinth.  At this time in history, the 
resurrection of Jesus was a subject of great contention.  Also, remember false teachers had at this 
time infiltrated the Church in Corinth diminishing the significant of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  The other question in the minds of the skeptics was if truly there is a resurrection; what 
form does the resurrection body take?  In Paul’s response to these sticky situations in the Church 
in Corinth, he attempts to answer the critics in 1Corinthians 15 beginning with the significance of 
the resurrection of Jesus, followed by the resurrection of the dead and culminated with the 
resurrection body.  Thus our focus today is on the resurrection body.   
 
Thus our text for today begins, “But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what 
kind of body will they come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 
37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of 
something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives 



its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, 
birds another and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; 
but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is 
another. 41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star 
differs from star in splendor.  42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is 
sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam 
became a living being” [Gen. 2:7]; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not 
come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the 
earth; the second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; 
and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the 
image of the earthly man, so shall we [Some early manuscripts so let us] bear the image of the 
heavenly man.  50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: 
We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.”[Isaiah 25:8].  55 “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your 
sting?”[Hosea 13:14].  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks 
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain” (1 Corinthians 15: 35-58).   
 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 
Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 
• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 
• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 
• Not lacking any spiritual gift 
• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 
• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 
• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 

Almighty! 
• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 
• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 
• Where there are no quarrels 
• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 
• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 
• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 



• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 
church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 
and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 
• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 
• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 
• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 
• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 
• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 
• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 
• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 
• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 
• Where everything is done decently and in order 
• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 
Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 
you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 
life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 
mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 
shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 
kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 
courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 
commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 
for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  
March 8 2015       28. Final Remarks of First Letter  1Corinthians 16: 1-24 
 
We are still on the sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A 
Spiritual Church is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky 
Situations arising from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called 
out of.  Such was the case with the Church at Corinth. 
 
In his first letter to the Corinthian Church, Paul addresses a variety of problems in the lifestyle 
of this church that included factions, lawsuits, immorality, questionable practices, abuse of the 
Lord’s Super, and spiritual gifts.  In addition to words of discipline, Paul shared words of counsel 



in answer to questions raised by the Corinthian believers.  Now we have come to the conclusion 
of this letter and the final remarks of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians can be summarized 
into three categories: 

1. The Collection for the Lord’s People (vv. 1-4) 
2. Personal Requests (vv. 5-18)  
3. Final Greetings(vv. 19-24) 

 
Thus our text for today begins, “Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told 
the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a 
sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 
have to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve 
and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will 
accompany me.  5 After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you—for I will be going through 
Macedonia. 6 Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so that you can 
help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see you now and make only a 
passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay on at 
Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there 
are many who oppose me.  10 When Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he 
is with you, for he is carrying on the work of the Lord, just as I am. 11 No one, then, should treat 
him with contempt. Send him on his way in peace so that he may return to me. I am expecting 
him along with the brothers. 12 Now about our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to go to 
you with the brothers. He was quite unwilling to go now, but he will go when he has the 
opportunity.  13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 14 Do 
everything in love.  15 You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in 
Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. I urge you, 
brothers and sisters, 16 to submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and 
labors at it. 17 I was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have 
supplied what was lacking from you. 18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men 
deserve recognition.  19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and 
Priscilla [a variant of Prisca] greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at 
their house. 20 All the brothers and sisters here send you greetings. Greet one another with a 
holy kiss.  21 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 22 If anyone does not love the Lord, let 
that person be cursed! Come, Lord [The Greek for Come, Lord reproduces an Aramaic 
expression (Marana tha) used by early Christians]!  23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.  
24 My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen” (1 Corinthians 16: 1-24).   
 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 
Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 
• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 
• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 
• Not lacking any spiritual gift 
• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 
• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 
• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 

Almighty! 



• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 
• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 
• Where there are no quarrels 
• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 
• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 
• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 
• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 

church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 
and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 
• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 
• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 
• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 
• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 
• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 
• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 
• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 
• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 
• Where everything is done decently and in order 
• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 
Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 
you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 
life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 
mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 
shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 
kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 
courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 
commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 
for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  
March 15 2015       29. The God of All Comfort  2Corinthians 1: 1-11 
 
We are still on the sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A 



Spiritual Church is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky 
Situations arising from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called 
out of.  Such was the case with the Church at Corinth. 
 
One of the sticky situations in a spiritual church is the status of discomfort or being 
uncomfortable.  No one ever desires to be in a start of discomfort.  We love to be in comfortable 
situations.  This problem is that we still often experience some form of discomfort in the church 
today!  Let me ask you, how many of you are always comfortable and at ease in the church or 
around church folks!  Honestly, there are still some mean folks in the church that can hurt you in 
what they say and how they say it to cause you pains. Such folks trouble you always to make you 
uncomfortable and somehow less effective in the work of the ministry until you discover and 
understand that God was using them to build the virtue of comfort in you.  Paul found himself in 
several situations at Corinth and elsewhere where he was uncomfortable or experienced 
discomfort.  The false accusations by his skeptics and critics caused him trouble and sufferings of 
different kinds, some of which we shall discuss in this second letter to the Corinthian church.  
Sufferings are uncomfortable and the state of distress, oppressiveness, oppression and pain are 
discomforting experiences.  It was during such times that Paul discovered who the greatest 
comforter was - God for His grace, compassion and peace are beyond measure.   Paul describes 
Him as Father of Compassion and the God of all comforts, comforting us in all our troubles so we 
can comfort those in trouble with the kind of comfort we have received from God.  If you have 
not received some comfort, you will not know what it is and you can’t really give comfort to 
anyone! The sticky situation of distress and state of discomfort helps us to develop the virtue of 
comfort because we ourselves have tested the comfort that God gives to those who need it.  In his 
first letter to the Corinthian Church, Paul addressed a variety of problems in the lifestyle of the 
Spiritual Church at Corinth that included factions, lawsuits, immorality, questionable practices, 
abuse of the Lord’s Super, and spiritual gifts.  In addition to words of discipline, Paul shared 
words of counsel in answer to the questions raised by the Corinthian believers.  In his second 
letter Paul responds to the false teachers who had infiltrated the Corinthian church and stirred 
the people against him with claims that he Paul) was a fickle, proud, unimpressive in appearance 
and speech, dishonest, and unqualified as an apostle of Jesus Christ.  In our text for today Paul 
began to address this sticky situation cause by the false teachers, skeptics and critics who are 
mere distractors to the ministry. 
 
Thus our text for today begins, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy 
our brother, To the church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout 
Achaia: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 Praise be to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of 
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort 
and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient 
endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know 
that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.  8 We do not want you 
to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, [The Greek word for brothers and sisters (adelphoi) 
refers here to believers, both men and women, as part of God’s family] about the troubles we 
experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to 
endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. 



But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He 
has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our 
hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give 
thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many” 
(2Corinthians 1: 1-11).   
 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 
Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 
• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 
• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 
• Not lacking any spiritual gift 
• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 
• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 
• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 

Almighty! 
• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 
• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 
• Where there are no quarrels 
• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 
• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 
• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 
• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 

church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 
and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 
• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 
• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 
• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 
• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 
• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 
• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 
• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 
• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 
• Where everything is done decently and in order 
• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 
• Where believers enjoy the comfort that God provides them and in turn use it to comfort 

others who are troubled. 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 



Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 
you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 
life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 
mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 
shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 
kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 
courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 
commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 
for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

The Book of Corinthians 
The Spiritual Church with Sticky Situations  

March 22, 2015    30. Paul’s Change of Plans    2 Corinthians 1:12-24; 2:1-4 
 
In the 18th chapter of the book of the Acts of the Apostles, we find the sojourning missionary 
Paul entering the city of Corinth. For a period of 1 year and six months the Apostle Paul baptized 
many believers and established the Church of God in Corinth. Paul then left the Church in the 
hands of Mature Leaders and sailed to Syria to Ephesus where he continued his Apostolic 
Ministry.  (Acts 18) 

It is there, while ministering in Ephesus (Acts 19, 1 Cor. 16:8) that many believe that the 
correspondences between Paul and the Corinthians began. While there the Apostle may have 
received a letter from the Church in Corinth detailing some of the “sticky” situations that the 
church were facing and needed guiding on.  (1 Cor. 7:1; 16:8).  

In approximately A.D. 59 the Apostle wrote to the Corinthians a responding letter/Epistle 
addressing their “Sticky Situations” with some Spiritual Solutions. We know this Epistle/letter as 
1st Corinthians.  Their correspondences continued.  As time continued, reports made it to Paul 
that there was growing hostility to him as well as the Gospel that he preached. Apollos who he 
had left in Corinth as a Leader had quit his work and refused to return. (1 Cor. 16:12) Also 
Timothy, who Paul had sent to Corinth, had returned to him. (2 Cor. 1:1) During this time Paul 
also made a painful trip to them (2 Cor. 13:1), as well as wrote another letter to them of strong 
rebuke that he regretted sending. (2 Cor. 7:8) The messenger of these correspondences most 
likely was Titus, a fellow worker of Paul. After such tense times in communication the Apostle 
Paul hoped to receive good word from Titus concerning the Church in Corinth. Though this 
meeting tarried, Paul did meet with Titus who reported improved conditions in Corinth. (2 Cor. 
2:12, 13; 7:1-16) 

After hearing this news from Titus, in approximately A.D. 60 (almost 1 year in time), the Apostle 
Paul wrote what we know as the 2nd Epistle to Corinthians.  This is a letter that reflects in its 
opening an absence of hostility and restored relations with the Corinthians. We find that 2nd 



Corinthians is an intimate, heartfelt, and passionate view of the Apostle Paul where he shares his 
heartaches, tears, discomforts and hardships. One reason for the Apostle to share the inner 
details of his journeys may have been for the Corinthians not to take the Grace of God in vain. (2 
Cor. 6:1) We can see this in the opening of his Second Epistle. The Apostle is very detailed of his, 
and those with him, troubles and distresses while traveling Preaching the Gospel. (2 Cor. 1: 4-6; 
8-9)  

In the opening of this letter, the Apostle Paul makes it clear that while he was among the 
Corinthians he walked what he taught and lived what he preached. He talked the talk and Yes he 
walked the walk. Paul knew that by him preaching the Gospel in Corinth he could rejoice before 
the Lord in them, because they were saved by God ministering through him there. And why, if 
Paul lived such an important, holy and sincere life among the Corinthians should they not 
welcome him without hostility and rejoice and thank God for him? (2 Cor. 1:12-14) 

Paul had already mentioned that he wanted to come to them while he passed through Macedonia 
in his first letter to them (1 Cor. 16: 5-9) so that they could have a second benefit from him but at 
the time of this second Epistle’s writing Paul did not take this planning likely but refused to come 
to them until things were better in Corinth. (1 Cor. 1:15 – 24; 2:1) 

You may ask, why did Paul have to write in sorrow, affliction, anguish, tears, and grief? It was 
because of his Love for them. (2 Cor. 2:2-4) His desire was for them to grow, mature, and become 
strong Christians as the reports of distress from Corinth most surely caused Paul restlessness in 
his spirit. Paul knew the Power of the Gospel to save as well as its Transforming Power, but 
because of the Spiritual seriousness, Paul loved and desired the best for the Corinthians. We all 
may be like the Corinthians in our relationship to God. We may disappoint Him in our actions, 
words, or thoughts. We may fall below what He has expected of us since our Christian walk 
began. But, just like with the Corinthians we can change and steadily improve. And, just like 
with the Corinthians, the Gospel of Jesus the Christ’s life and death for all mankind’s sin can still 
Save from eternal damnation and transform us into His image. His love for us ought to spur our 
love, devotion, and commitment to him! Amen!! 
 
 
 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  
March 29 2015       31. Forgiveness for the Offender  2Corinthians 2: 5-17 
 
We are still on the sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A 
Spiritual Church is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky 
Situations arising from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called 
out of.  Such was the case with the Church at Corinth. 
 
One of the sticky situations in the spiritual church in Corinth was sexual immorality.  The worst 
scenario was a man found to be sexually involved with his father’s wife as reported in 
1Corinthians 5.   Paul wrote, “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 
and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And 



you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your 
fellowship the man who has been doing this? 3 For my part, even though I am not physically 
present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed 
judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. 4 So when you are 
assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this 
man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, [the Greek word for flesh (sarx) refers to the 
sinful state of human beings, often presented as a power in opposition to the Spirit] so that his 
spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 5:1-5).  He concluded this Chapter 5 
with the strong words: “Expel the wicked person from among you”.  But Paul now reflects and 
concludes that everyone deserves another chance and pleads for forgiveness for the offender.  
Any offender when punished becomes aggrieved.  Paul then said the punishment is enough; it’s 
time to restore otherwise the individual may sorrow much and be lost.  As children of God we 
must not continue to punish an offender for life.  Rather we are to learn to forgive in order to 
reflect the love of God through our obedience to God’s injunctions to forgive.  Remember every 
believer has been called to forgive offenders since we are ministers of the new covenant that 
spreads the aroma of Christ because we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing. Here also Paul ensured that he responded to 
his critics, distractors and false accusers who said he was not a true apostle by reminding them 
that he did not peddle the word of God for personal profit. 
 
Thus our text for today begins, “If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he 
has grieved all of you to some extent—not to put it too severely. 6 The punishment inflicted on 
him by the majority is sufficient. 7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he 
will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for 
him. 9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in 
everything. 10 Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was 
anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan 
might not outwit us. For, we are not unaware of his schemes.  12 Now when I went to Troas to 
preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me, 13 I still had no 
peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said goodbye to them and went 
on to Macedonia.  14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal 
procession and uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are to 
God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 
16 To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life. And 
who is equal to such a task? 17 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On 
the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, as those sent from God” 
(2Corinthians 2: 5-17).   
 
 
Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 
Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 
• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 
• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 
• Not lacking any spiritual gift 
• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 
• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 
• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 
Almighty! 

• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 
• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 
• Where there are no quarrels 
• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 
• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 
• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 
• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 

church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 
and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 
• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 
• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 
• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 
• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 
• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 
• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 
• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 
• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 
• Where everything is done decently and in order 
• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 
• Where believers enjoy the comfort that God provides them and in turn use it to comfort 

others who are troubled. 
• Where the word of God is not peddled for profit 
• And let the church say, “Amen!” 

 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 
and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 
Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 
you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 
life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 
mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 
shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 
kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 
courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 
commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 
for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 
and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 
message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
 


