
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  

May 3, 2015  36. Hardship and Dichotomous Experiences  2Corinthians 6: 1-18 

 

We are still on the sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A 

Spiritual Church is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 

and the indwelling Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky 

Situations arising from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called 

out of.  Such was the case with the Church at Corinth. 

 

The sticky situation here in 2 Corinthians Chapter 6 is that Paul had been portrayed as an 

impostor, deceiver and hypocrite.  Perhaps it was a misunderstanding of who Paul truly was or 

maybe it was done intentionally to hurt him.  Whatever the case, it caused him to subsequently 

experience so much hardship and dichotomous situations.  He was very much hurt, yet the gospel 

he continued to preach was the same.  In so doing he was looking out for the good of others 

rather than himself.  He strove to be an ambassador of Christ and urged the Corinthian believers 

to do the same.  God’s grace extended to us is a call to sacrifice in being faithful to God and 

fruitful in serving Him as we serve others.  For we have been called to be ambassadors of Christ 

to represent Him as servants of God.  In our service to God we cannot afford to be stumbling 

blocks to others not to get to know Him personally.  Our ministry must therefore be of a sincere 

hearts since God grants favor for salvation.  No matter the troubles or hardships or dichotomous 

situations we face, we must continue to be ambassadors for Christ.  Even when falsely accused by 

those we trust and betrayed by those being sincerely and lovingly served or no matter what the 

case may be we must continue to commend ourselves as servants of God.  Ministers cannot afford 

to withhold their affections even when those they serve withhold theirs to cause them hurt.  

Ambassadors for Christ must be fair as God co-workers and cannot be unequally yoked with 

unbelievers! 

 

Thus our text for today begins, “As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in 

vain. 2 For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped 

you.”[ Isaiah 49:8].  I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.  3 We 

put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as 

servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships 

and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 

6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in 

truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in 

the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as 

impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not 

killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet 

possessing everything.  11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our 

hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours 

from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also.  14 Do 

not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 

common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between 

Christ and Belial [Greek Beliar, a variant of Belial]? Or what does a believer have in common 

with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we 

are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, 



and I will be their God,    and they will be my people.” [Lev. 26:12; Jer. 32:38; Ezek. 37:27].  17 

Therefore, “Come out from them    and be separate, says the Lord.  Touch no unclean thing,    

and I will receive you.” Isaiah 52:11; Ezek. 20:34, 41].  18 And, “I will be a Father to you,     and 

you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”[ 2 Samuel 7:14; 7:8]” (2Corinthians 

6:1-18).   

 

 

Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 

Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 

• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 

• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 

• Not lacking any spiritual gift 

• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 

• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 

• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 

Almighty! 

• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 

• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 

• Where there are no quarrels 

• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 

• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 

• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 

• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 

church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 

Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 

and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 

• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 

• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 

• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 

• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 

• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 

• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 

• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 

• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 

• Where everything is done decently and in order 

• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 

• Where believers enjoy the comfort that God provides them and in turn use it to comfort 

others who are troubled. 

• Where the word of God is not peddled for profit 

• And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 



and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 

Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 

you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 

life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 

shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 

kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 

courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 

commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 

for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 

and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 

message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  

May 10, 2015  37. Confidence and Joy over the Church’s Repentance 2Corinthians 7: 1-16 

It is Mother’s Day 2015 and we wish all the mothers a wonderful Day!  We are still on the 

sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A Spiritual Church 

is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and the indwelling 

Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky Situations arising 

from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called out of.  Such was 

the case with the Church at Corinth. 

 

The sticky situation here in 2Corinthians Chapter 7 is the Contamination of body and spirit.  

Paul had written the Corinthian church on this subject and it caused them godly sorrow leading 

to repentance.  Corrective measures sure enough will hurt you but only a little while and 

afterwards bring about confidence and joy as fruits of repentance.  Many at times mother had to 

reprimand his children.  It hurts at that moment but later it brings about the fruit of a well-

mannered child.  In essence this was what Paul was referring to when he wrote 2Corinthians 

Chapter 7.  First he reminded believers of being ambassadors and of the promises that come with 

that and the need for purification from everything that contaminates both body and spirit to 

perfect holiness out of reverence to God. 

 

Thus our text for today begins, “Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us 

purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of 

reverence for God.  2 Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we have 

corrupted no one, we have exploited no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you; I have said 

before that you have such a place in our hearts that we would live or die with you. 4 I have 

spoken to you with great frankness; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; in all our 

troubles my joy knows no bounds.  5 For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we 

were harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the 

downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the 



comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent 

concern for me, so that my joy was greater than ever.  8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, 

I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little 

while— 9 yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led 

you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any 

way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 

worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what 

earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, 

what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be 

innocent in this matter. 12 So even though I wrote to you, it was neither on account of the one 

who did the wrong nor on account of the injured party, but rather that before God you could see 

for yourselves how devoted to us you are. 13 By all this we are encouraged.  In addition to our 

own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus was, because his spirit 

has been refreshed by all of you. 14 I had boasted to him about you, and you have not 

embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about you to 

Titus has proved to be true as well. 15 And his affection for you is all the greater when he 

remembers that you were all obedient, receiving him with fear and trembling. 16 I am glad I can 

have complete confidence in you (2Corinthians 7:1-16).   

 

 

Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 

Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 

• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 

• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 

• Not lacking any spiritual gift 

• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 

• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 

• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 

Almighty! 

• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 

• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 

• Where there are no quarrels 

• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 

• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 

• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 

• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 

church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 

Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 

and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 

• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 

• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 

• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 



• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 

• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 

• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 

• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 

• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 

• Where everything is done decently and in order 

• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 

• Where believers enjoy the comfort that God provides them and in turn use it to comfort 

others who are troubled. 

• Where the word of God is not peddled for profit 

• And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 

and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 

Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 

you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 

life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 

shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 

kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 

courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 

commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 

for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 

and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 

message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 

 

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  

May 17, 2015  38. Collection for the Lord’s People 2Corinthians 8: 1-24 

It is Mother’s Day 2015 and we wish all the mothers a wonderful Day!  We are still on the 

sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A Spiritual Church 

is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and the indwelling 

Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky Situations arising 

from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called out of.  Such was 

the case with the Church at Corinth. 

 

The sticky situation here in 2Corinthians Chapter 8 is the poverty within the church; therefore 

the need for collection for the Lord’s people.  I suppose the poverty was as a result of the 

persecuted Christians scattered throughout Judea or the great famine predicted by the prophet 

Agabus (Act 11:27-30).  This famine occurred in AD 46-47.  Paul was instrumental in raising 

relief resources for the brethren in Jerusalem from the Churches he planted during his ministry 

and missionary journeys.  The Corinthian church was one of the churches that Paul made his 

appeal to for the relief resources for the church in Jerusalem.  Paul was ensuring that the poverty 

and distress from the famine and/or persecution should not cripple the faith of the brothers in 



need.  Paul suggested that the goal is equality within the church – for the love of God drives those 

who have to contribute and share with the have-nots.  Recall love is caring and sharing!  This was 

the same principle in the early church in Acts Chapter 5 where those who had sold their fields 

and brought the proceeds before the apostles to be shared among the disciples such that none 

lacked anything.  Love, the attribute with which believers in Christ are identified by, is the 

driving force for generosity such that even extreme poverty wells up into rich generosity to bring 

relief to those in serious need.  But it begins with each believer giving himself to the Lord because 

you cannot be generous enough to care and share until you have first given yourself to the Lord.  

And Paul reminded the Corinthian Church (and the Church today) in 2Corinthians Chapter 5 

saying, “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 

therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves 

but for Him who died for them and was raised again” (2Corinthians 5:14-15). 

 

Thus our text for today begins, “And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the 

grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their 

overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they 

gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they 

urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And 

they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will 

of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to 

completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, 

in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you [Some manuscripts 

and in your love for us]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  8 I am not commanding 

you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 10 And here is my judgment 

about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to 

have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be 

matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the 

gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.  13 Our 

desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be 

equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their 

plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: “The one who gathered 

much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little.”[Exodus 

16:18].  16 Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. 17 

For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on 

his own initiative. 18 And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the 

churches for his service to the gospel. 19 What is more, he was chosen by the churches to 

accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord himself 

and to show our eagerness to help. 20 We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer 

this liberal gift. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord 

but also in the eyes of man.  22 In addition, we are sending with them our brother who has often 

proved to us in many ways that he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great 

confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker among you; as for our 

brothers, they are representatives of the churches and an honor to Christ.  24 Therefore show 

these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see 

it” (2Corinthians 8:1-24).   

 



 

Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 

Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 

• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 

• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 

• Not lacking any spiritual gift 

• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 

• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 

• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 

Almighty! 

• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 

• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 

• Where there are no quarrels 

• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 

• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 

• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 

• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 

church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 

Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 

and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 

• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 

• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 

• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 

• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 

• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 

• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 

• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 

• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 

• Where everything is done decently and in order 

• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 

• Where believers enjoy the comfort that God provides them and in turn use it to comfort 

others who are troubled. 

• Where the word of God is not peddled for profit 

• Where equality is the goal as caring and sharing is the norm 

• And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 

and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 

Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 

you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 

life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 



shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 

kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 

courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 

commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 

for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 

and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 

message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 

 

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. R. D. Jacobs, Evangelist 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  

May 25, 2015    39. Generosity Encouraged      2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

 

Twice in Paul’s journeying ministry we find that he is going to Jerusalem with a gift to the 

Jewish Christians from the Gentile believers. The first time is recorded in Acts 11: 27-30, before 

what is known as his first missionary trip. The occasion was a famine that the Prophet Agabus 

prophesied would happen in Jerusalem. When it did, the Church in Antioch responded to help 

their Christian brethren in Judaea and sent Paul and Barnabas to deliver their gift of relief. The 

second time, which is often called The Collection, is our focus in the 8th and 9th chapters of 

Corinthians. This is The Collection that Paul delivers in Acts Chapter 21 around Pentecost (Acts 

20:16; 1 Cor. 16:5-9) and makes mention of in Romans 15:24-29. The background of The 

Collection is that the Providences of Macedonia and Achaia have made contributions to the poor 

Jews in Jerusalem. The Corinthians were a part of this, as they had previously purposed to give.  

In 2nd Corinthians anticipating Paul’s coming he is reminding them to perform the giving of 

their gift. (2 Cor. 8:1-24) However in this Epistle, with its back drop of hostility to Paul, he first 

shows his Love for the Corinthians and his sincere honestly before asking for the gift.  The 

skillful and careful letter writer does this before he asks for any collection of money. However 

when he does mention The Collection, and the ministering of the saints he does not need to write 

to them but does mention that this should be a gift freely given. (2 Corinthians 9:1-5) 

In dealing with the giving of this collection of monies, this section can be titled the Grace of 

Giving. The gift being given is important, however Paul focuses on the manner in which it is 

given and it is this Way of giving it that defines the Grace of Giving. There are three things that 

can define the Grace of Giving. First is that you must give yourself to God.  In Chapter 8:5 we 

find that the Macedonia churches first gave themselves to God before they gave riches, though 

they were poor. This giving of self to God could be described as them first seeing themselves as 

stewards and God as the owner of ALL things. This mind set can easily spur one on to be 

obedient to God and use their life, and the resources he has entrusted to them, for His will.  That 

leads us to the Second thing that defines the Grace of Giving: Giving yourself fully to the 

Ministry to accomplish God’s will. The poor come in when we love God and your neighbor as 

yourself.  This is what the Macedonia Churches did; they fully gave themselves to the Ministry to 

aid the Apostles in helping those in distress in Jerusalem.  (2 Corinthians 8:5)  



The Third thing that defines the Grace of Giving is to give cheerfully whatever you have 

purposed to give. (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) The focus is the manner in which you give, not the 

amount whether large or small.  God can do more with a willingly and cheerfully given small 

amount than a grudgingly and unwilling person can do by handing over from their abundance. 

From one who purposes in their heart to give, no matter the amount, God will supply their needs, 

in effect so that the Grace of Giving can continue in and through them. (2 Corinthians 9:10-11) 

He will also cause Thanksgiving to be given to Himself. (2 Corinthians 9:12-14) Those who 

receive such cheerfully and freely given gifts will praise, thanks and worship God for the giving 

of the gifts through the giver. When we give we should keep this in mind so that we may practice 

the Grace of Giving. We also as Christians need to be aware that God is the full expression of the 

Grace of Giving. He freely gave for us His son, not grudgingly but for His own glory and for the 

saving of all mankind. He gave that we may receive Salvation by His Grace through Faith in 

Christ. (Ephesians 2:8,9) This gift so graciously given for Forgiveness and Salvation only needs to 

be received as it was given for our need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF CORINTHIANS: THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS  

May 31, 2015  40. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry  2Corinthians 10: 1-18 

 

We are still on the sermon series:  “THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH WITH STICKY SITUATIONS”.   A 

Spiritual Church is the body of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 

and the indwelling Holy Spirit in-charge of their affairs.    Yet, every Spiritual Church has Sticky 

Situations arising from adherence to attributes of the pagan society from which it has been called 

out of.  Such was the case with the Church at Corinth. 

 

The sticky situation here in 2Corinthians Chapter 10 is that some had accused Paul of being 

timid and fickle in his ministry when face to face but bold when away.  In other words Paul was a 

hypocrite and not real in his ministry.  Paul had to defend his ministry.  You see, the cover of a 

book does not tell the whole story that is in the book!  Therefore you cannot judge a book by its 

cover.  The prophet Samuel was made to understand, when he was looking at the sons of Jesse to 

choose a king for Israel, that man looks on the outward appearance but God looks on the heart.  

You cannot judge one’s meekness for weakness!  Neither can you serve people sincerely when 

you do eye-service.  Paul’s meekness in ministry was taken as weakness by the Corinthians.  This 

did not make him act up in retaliation but responded as an ambassador for Christ.  Ambassadors 

of Christ do not wage war as the world does because we engage in good fights and not bad fights.  

Moreover, the weapons we fight with are not weapons of the world.  Contrarily, our weapons 

have divine power to demolish strongholds, arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 

against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

 

Thus our text for today begins, “By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, 

Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with you, but “bold” toward you when away! 2 I beg you 



that when I come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think 

that we live by the standards of this world. 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war 

as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 

contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every 

pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to 

make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your 

obedience is complete.  7 You are judging by appearances. [Or Look at the obvious facts].  If 

anyone is confident that they belong to Christ, they should consider again that we belong to 

Christ just as much as they do. 8 So even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord 

gave us for building you up rather than tearing you down, I will not be ashamed of it. 9 I do not 

want to seem to be trying to frighten you with my letters. 10 For some say, “His letters are 

weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.” 11 

Such people should realize that what we are in our letters when we are absent, we will be in our 

actions when we are present.  12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who 

commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves 

with themselves, they are not wise. 13 We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will 

confine our boasting to the sphere of service God himself has assigned to us, a sphere that also 

includes you. 14 We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come 

to you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. 15 Neither do we go beyond our 

limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our 

sphere of activity among you will greatly expand, 16 so that we can preach the gospel in the 

regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in someone else’s 

territory. 17 But, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”[Jer. 9:24] 18 For it is not the one 

who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends” (2Corinthians 

10:1-18).   

 

 

Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 

Spiritual church.  It is: 

• The church of God 

• The body of believers in Christ Jesus 

• Enriched with grace in speech and knowledge 

• Not lacking any spiritual gift 

• Waiting eagerly for our Lord Jesus to be revealed 

• Kept firm to the end so that it will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ 

• Called by a faithful God into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• Individuals whose conduct, character and calling reflect a relationship with God 

Almighty! 

• Where there is agreement in what the brethren say 

• Where there be no divisions among brethren, but perfect unity in mind and thought 

• Where there are no quarrels 

• Where everyone follows Jesus Christ because they were baptized in His Name 

• Where the gospel is preached—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power 

• Believers that understand the roles of followers; know the foundations that has already be 

laid and are building on it; and know that fundamentals of faith to avoid foolishness. 

• Where there are no lawsuits among believers; but Shepherds direct the affairs of the 

church towards great relationships through forgiveness and reconciliation as led by the 



Holy Spirit. 

• Members of Christ who cannot practice sexual immorality but remain faithful to Christ 

and their spouses if they have any. 

• Where obedience to God’s commands is what counts. 

• Where you sacrifice for the sake of the weak 

• Where the ministers are respected and provided for 

• Where the use of Freedom is exercised with self-discipline 

• Where decency and order prevail especially in worship 

• The gifts of the Holy Spirit are utilized in ministry 

• Where Unity exists in its structure and diversity in its function. 

• Where love is the excellent way of exercising the Spiritual gifts 

• Where intelligibility is exercised in worship 

• Where everything is done decently and in order 

• Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes the core of the gospel. 

• Where believers enjoy the comfort that God provides them and in turn use it to comfort 

others who are troubled. 

• Where the word of God is not peddled for profit 

• Where equality is the goal as caring and sharing is the norm 

• And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 

To become part of the Spiritual Church as a believer, and be saved, have peace and happiness; 

and to do the work of the church with hope to cause healthy church growth, you must first know 

Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow the Holy Spirit to empower you.  If 

you have not, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and 

life by faith.  I hope you will make room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your 

mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the 

shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you will be saved and become part of God’s family and 

kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, 

courage and boldness to do the work of the Church to cause its continual growth that God may 

commend you ultimately.  May God bless you as you humbly open your heart to provide room 

for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 

and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 

message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 

 


