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Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS: THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AND HIS COVENANT 

September 6, 2015  10.  Better Sacrifice   Hebrews 10: 1-18 

 

In the first part of Hebrew Chapter 10 (verses 1-18), the writer of Hebrews focuses on the 

shadow and reality of worship.  He presents his argument to the Hebraic believers concerning the 

superiority of Christ and His covenant over Judaism and the old covenant.  Bearing in mind that 

worship is building an intimate relationship with God, the writer argues that the reality of 

worship is found in Christianity rather than in Judaism because of the better sacrifice in Christ 

rather than those of bulls and goats that cannot take away sins.  In other words, the worship 

under the law was a shadow of the reality or substance that was to come through and be fulfilled 

in Christ.  Thus today’s sermon will be discussed under: 1) The shadow (Hebrews 10:1-4); and 2) 

The Substance or Reality (Hebrews 10:5-18). 

 

1) The Shadow (Hebrews 10:1-4) 

Worship under the law as done in Judaism was a shadow of the order and decency that was 

fulfilled in Christ and His new covenant.  The worshippers had to attempt to cleanse themselves 

each time they came for worship because the blood of bulls and goats or any acceptable kind of 

animal did not have the power to and could not take away sin.  Thus the text for today begins, 

“The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For 

this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect 

those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped being offered? For 

the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for 

their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of 

bulls and goats to take away sins”. 

 

2. The Substance or Reality (Hebrews 10:5-18) 

Worship or building an intimate relationship with God became a reality through the single 

sacrifice that Jesus Christ made of Himself.  The blood of Jesus Christ in His new covenant has 

now transformed the way or order of worship.  Through the blood of Jesus Christ there is now 

forgiveness of sin, and the cleansing from sin which the blood from sacrifices under the old 

covenant could not do.  For the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed by the blood; and 

without the shedding of the blood there is no forgiveness.  The blood of Jesus Christ brought 

about cleansing and forgiveness thereby creating opportunity for the establishment and existence 

of a loving relationship between God and man thus enhancing intimacy or worship.  Thus our 

text for the day concludes, “Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and 

offering you did not desire,     but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt offerings and sin 

offerings you were not pleased.  7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— I 

have come to do your will, my God.’”[Psalm 40:6-8 (see Septuagint)].  8 First he said, “Sacrifices 

and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with 

them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have 

come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have 

been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  11 Day after day 

every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one 

sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his 

enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who 



are being made holy.  15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16 “This is 

the covenant I will make with them     after that time, says the Lord.  I will put my laws in their 

hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” [Jeremiah 31:33].  17 Then he adds: “Their sins 

and lawless acts I will remember no more.” [Jeremiah 31:34].  18 And where these have been 

forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary”.   

 

 

Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 

Superiority of Jesus Christ.  He is superior as: 

• A much better God’s Spokesman than the prophets because He created them. 

• He is much better than angels by virtue of His Deity and humanity and they worship Him. 

• A merciful and faith high priest of a more superior order in service to God 

• He provided atonement for the sins of human beings and provided redemption and 

salvation for mankind.  Therefore He is the redeemer of mankind. 

• By his death he broke the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 

and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death 

• He is the greatest royal high priest in the order of Melchizedek  

• His new covenant is better than the old covenant and because of it we can truly worship in 

Spirit and in truths 

• He is a better sanctuary for worshipping 

• He is a better sacrifice and “the Real thing” and not the shadow 

• And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 

To have a relationship with the superior Christ as a believer, be saved, and have freedom from 

slavery to sin, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow 

the Holy Spirit to empower you to be His ambassador.  If you have not, we invite you to come, 

repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make 

room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died 

and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 

will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to 

empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the 

Church to cause its continual growth that God may commend you ultimately.  May God bless 

you as you humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 

and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 

message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 

 

 



 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS: THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AND HIS COVENANT 

September 13, 2015  11.  Exhortations to Draw Near to God   Hebrews 10: 1-18 

 

In the second part of Hebrew Chapter 10 (verses 1-18), the writer of Hebrews focuses on 

exhortations for the Hebraic believers to draw near to God in the reality of worship under the 

new covenant in Jesus and stop attempting to return to the shadow under the Judaism.  Knowing 

that worship is building an intimate relationship with God, the writer argues that true worship is 

found in Christianity rather than in Judaism because of the better sanctuary and sacrifice in 

Christ.  It is through the blood of Jesus that is cleansed and forgiven rather than those of bulls 

and goats that cannot take away sins.  Because the believers have been cleansed from and 

forgiven of sin, the writer of Hebrews exhorts with a call for perseverance in faith (the substance 

of Jesus) by them: 1) Responding to God in worship in an intimate relationship (Hebrew 10:19-

25); 2) Refraining from deliberately sinning (Hebrews 10:26-31); and 3) Remembering the 

substance or the promised lasting possessions (Hebrews 10:32-39). 

 

1) Responding to God in worship in an intimate relationship (Hebrew 10:19-25) 

Worship under the law as done in Judaism was a shadow of the order and decency that was 

fulfilled in Christ and His new covenant. Responding to God in worship draws believers near 

Him causing to them to enjoy intimate relationship with Him as they fellowship and worship, and 

await His second coming.  Thus the text for today begins, “Therefore, brothers and sisters, since 

we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living 

way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over 

the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that 

faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 

bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 

promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 

one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching”. 

 

 

2) Refraining from deliberately sinning (Hebrews 10:26-31) 

The blood of Jesus Christ brought about cleansing and forgiveness thereby creating opportunity 

for the establishment and existence of a loving relationship between God and man thus 

enhancing intimacy or worship.  It is dangerous to deliberately return to sin after you have been 

cleansed and forgiven.  The believer must therefore refrain from deliberately sinning after 

knowing Jesus Christ.  Our text for the day continues, “If we deliberately keep on sinning after 

we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful 

expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.  28 Anyone who 

rejected the Law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How 

much more severely do you think someone deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of 

God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified 

them, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to 

avenge; I will repay,” [Deut. 32:35] and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” [Deut. 32:36; 

Psalm 135:14].   31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”.   

 



 

3) Remembering the substance or the promised lasting possessions (Hebrews 10:32-39) 

It is always good to reflect on ones journey all the times.  In so doing you would prove that God is 

good and faithful to His promises.  Therefore we need to reflect on the fact that it is substance 

and not the shadow that draws us near to God, and remember God is faithful.  Our text of the 

Day then concludes, “Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you 

endured in a great conflict full of suffering. 33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and 

persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34 You 

suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, 

because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 35 So do not throw 

away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.  36 You need to persevere so that when you 

have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 37 For, “In just a little while, 

he who is coming will come and will not delay.”  [Isaiah 26:20; Hab. 2:3].  38 And, “But my 

righteous [Some early manuscripts But the righteous] one will live by faith.  And I take no 

pleasure in the one who shrinks back.”  [Hab. 2:4 (see Septuagint)].  39 But we do not belong to 

those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved”. 

 

 

Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 

Superiority of Jesus Christ.  He is superior as: 

• A much better God’s Spokesman than the prophets because He created them. 

• He is much better than angels by virtue of His Deity and humanity and they worship Him. 

• A merciful and faith high priest of a more superior order in service to God 

• He provided atonement for the sins of human beings and provided redemption and 

salvation for mankind.  Therefore He is the redeemer of mankind. 

• By his death he broke the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 

and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death 

• He is the greatest royal high priest in the order of Melchizedek  

• His new covenant is better than the old covenant and because of it we can truly worship in 

Spirit and in truths 

• He is a better sanctuary for worshipping 

• He is a better sacrifice and “the Real thing” and not the shadow 

• And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 

To have a relationship with the superior Christ as a believer, be saved, and have freedom from 

slavery to sin, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow 

the Holy Spirit to empower you to be His ambassador.  If you have not, we invite you to come, 

repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make 

room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died 

and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 

will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to 

empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the 

Church to cause its continual growth that God may commend you ultimately.  May God bless 

you as you humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 

and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 

message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 

 



 

 

 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 
Synopsis of Sermon Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS: THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AND HIS COVENANT 

September 20, 2015  12. Faith in Action   Hebrews 11: 1-40 

 

After the exhortations of chapter 10 with a call to perseverance in faith through responding to 

God in worship, refraining from deliberately sinning and remembering the substance or the 

promised lasting possessions, the writer of Hebrews focused on discussing faith to encourage the 

Hebraic believers not to return to the shadow under the Judaism but stick with the substance in 

Christianity.  Now faith is the substance of things hope for the evidence of things not seen.  For 

the sermon today we shall discuss the subject of faith in action as follows: 1) Faith explained 

(Hebrew 11:1-6); 2) Faith examples (Hebrews 11:7-16); 3) Faith experiences (Hebrews 11:17-38); 

and 4) Faith engagement encouraged (Hebrews 11:39-40). 

 

1) Faith explained (Hebrew 11:1-6) 

Faith is the central attribute in Christianity.  For anyone to believer in Jesus, they had to have 

exercise faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.  For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; it is not of works less anyone should boast.  It is through faith in Jesus redemptive work 

that one is justified because the blood of Jesus cleanses from sin and by it sin is forgiven.  As such 

through faith one is commended.  So one may ask, what is faith?  Our text for today begins, 

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is 

what the ancients were commended for.  3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed 

at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  4 By faith Abel 

brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when 

God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead. 5 By faith 

Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be found, 

because God had taken him away.”  [Gen. 5:24].  For before he was taken; he was commended as 

one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 

comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him”. 

 

2) Faith examples (Hebrews 11:7-16) 

If it is only through faith that we can please God, and believe His existence as we seek Him 

earnestly to receive His rewards, what are some of the examples of Faith for us to learn from?  

The writer takes us through some Hebrew history to cite examples of faith in Action.  Our text 

for the day continues, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built 

an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the 

righteousness that is in keeping with faith.  8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he 

would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he 

was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the Promised Land like a stranger in a foreign 

country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 

10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because 

she[Or By faith Abraham, even though he was too old to have children—and Sarah herself was 

not able to conceive—was enabled to become a father because he] considered him faithful who 

had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants 



as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  13 All these 

people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they 

only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and 

strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of 

their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had 

opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them”.   

 

3) Faith experiences (Hebrews 11:17-38) 

Faith experiences are those experiences that we go through by faith despite the outcome.  Overall 

the outcome of faith experiences prove that all things work together for the good of them that 

love the Lord and who are the called according to His purpose.  The write of Hebrews takes us 

through several faith experiences to see Faith in Action for us to learn from them.  Our text of 

the Day then continues, “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He 

who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God 

had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”  [Gen. 21:12].  19 

Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did 

receive Isaac back from death.  20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their 

future.  21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he 

leaned on the top of his staff.  22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus 

of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions concerning the burial of his bones.  23 By faith 

Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary 

child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.  24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, 

refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with 

the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for 

the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead 

to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he 

saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that 

the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.  29 By faith the people 

passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were 

drowned.  30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for 

seven days.  31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with 

those who were disobedient [Or unbelieving].  32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time 

to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 

33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; 

who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 

sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed 

foreign armies. 35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who 

were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 

Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by 

stoning; [Some early manuscripts stoning; they were put to the test] they were sawed in two; they 

were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 

living in caves and in holes in the ground”. 

 

4) Faith engagement encouraged (Hebrews 11:39-40) 

The writer concludes chapter 11 by encouraging the Hebraic believers to engage or commit to 

faith because those who were examples of faith and experienced it were commended for it.  



However, they have not yet receive the substance until their perfection came through Jesus and 

only together with us who believe in Jesus would they be made perfect.  This is because only 

through the blood of Jesus are we cleansed and forgiven.  Thus our text of the Day concludes 

“These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 

40 since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 

made perfect”. 

 

 

Mt Traveler members, as we conclude the following are some main points to remember about the 

Superiority of Jesus Christ.  He is superior as: 

• A much better God’s Spokesman than the prophets because He created them. 

• He is much better than angels by virtue of His Deity and humanity and they worship Him. 

• A merciful and faith high priest of a more superior order in service to God 

• He provided atonement for the sins of human beings and provided redemption and 

salvation for mankind.  Therefore He is the redeemer of mankind. 

• By his death he broke the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 

and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death 

• He is the greatest royal high priest in the order of Melchizedek  

• His new covenant is better than the old covenant and because of it we can truly worship in 

Spirit and in truths 

• He is a better sanctuary for worshipping 

• He is a better sacrifice and “the Real thing” and not the shadow 

• Faith in Him guarantees receiving the promise of eternal life 

• And let the church say, “Amen!” 
 

To have a relationship with the superior Christ as a believer, be saved, and have freedom from 

slavery to sin, you must first know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and then allow 

the Holy Spirit to empower you to be His ambassador.  If you have not, we invite you to come, 

repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life by faith.  I hope you will make 

room in your heart for Him today! Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died 

and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood on Calvary, and you 

will be saved and become part of God’s family and kingdom.  Then ask Him in prayers to 

empower you through the Holy Spirit with wisdom, courage and boldness to do the work of the 

Church to cause its continual growth that God may commend you ultimately.  May God bless 

you as you humbly open your heart to provide room for Him as the choir leads us in a song! 
 

If you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord 

and savior, then write us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  If you are a child of God and this 

message has blessed or helped to you, please write and tell us also. 
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THE BOOK OF HEBREWS: THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AND HIS COVENANT 

September 27, 2015   12. Persevering in the race marked out for us    Hebrews 12:1-3 

 

With a date around the 1st Century A.D., the writer of the book of Hebrews is writing to Jewish 

Christians that are going through fierce and harsh persecution for their faith in Jesus.  It is from 

this setting that we can understand how easy it would be for Hebrew Christians to leave the 

Church and return to the Synagogue just to avoid persecution. Since the persecution was mainly 

directed toward Christians, the Jewish believers could simply deny Christ and forsake him by 

returning to Judaism. For Jews to Forsake Christ whom Moses, the Patriarchs, Kings and 

Prophets either pointed to, foreshadowed or looked to the Truth of Jesus, would be foolish. How 

shameful would it be to deny Christ simply for earthy ease and comfort? 

 

Christians in the twenty first century still face the dilemma to either turn from true faith in 

Christ or to denounce Christ simply for earthly ease and comfort from persecution.  For 

Christians living a God Willed life, the example is one running a race.  (Hebrew 12:1) We each 

must run the race that is set before us as God’s Will for us. (Hebrew 10:35; 36) In the living of 

our Lives and possible persecutions and hardships that we may face, the writer of Hebrews 

encourages these Hebrew Christians in three ways in there persevering.  

 

First he says to lay aside every weight and sin that so easily besets us. (Hebrew 12:1) The truth is 

that living the life that God has willed for you is difficult enough without it being complicated 

with our sins.  We daily have to depend on Christ for help every moment and there is no need for 

us to complicate the will of God by our sin. This is the story of so many people of whom God 

could have used, but sin caused them not to fulfill the Will of God for their lives. Every Christian 

in this race must lay aside everything that hinders and entangles so that we can run the path that 

God has willed for each of us to go. Simply, we must cast aside all hindrances without casting 

away our Confidence in God. (Hebrews 10:35) 

 

Secondly, the encouragement is to be patient. (Hebrews 12:1) The wait for one that is being 

persecuted to be delivered from it can at times seem like a long wait. Throughout the Bible we 

must take note that not all were delivered before they began to be persecuted and some were 

never delivered from their persecution except through death. Yet, we must go the perfect path 

that God has for us. The end of patience is that we will have a reward and a promise given to us 

that will save our souls, if we endure. 

 

Finally the writer says to look to Jesus. (Hebrews 12: 2) In Chapter 11 so many witnesses are 

given that lived the God willed life through various persecutions and hardships yet the writer 

says do not look to them but to Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith.  Who endured so 

much for us, even death, causing Christ to be our example of how to live with Patience laying 

aside sin to Live a life that fulfilled God’s will. Every Christian must live this life, as God has set 

for them, preserving until the end which will result in the saving of their soul.  (Hebrews 10:23; 

38; 39) 

 

 

 


