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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION 

 

March 6, 2005:    Justification   (Romans 5:1-11) 

 

This month we shall be commemorating Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection on the fourth 

weekend.  Why do we observe these events each year?  Are they of any significance?  During 

the month of March 2005, we shall attempt to provide you information to know and understand the 

significance of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection for the Christian faith. 

 

At Christmas season we discussed that Jesus Christ was born to die; yet He was born to be priest 

and king.  The gifts brought to Him in the manger were of the following significance: Gold for 

kings; frankincense for priests; and myrrh for embalming the dead.  If Jesus had not died, there 

will be no remission for sin; for without the shedding of blood there is no remission for sin.  In His 

death, Jesus was both the sacrificial lamb and the priest.  In His resurrection, He gained victory 

and ALL authority to be the King of kings. 

 

Justification will be subject of the first week in March.  It is significant to know that His death 

brought us justification.  Justification simply means declared righteous, not guilty and free from 

the power of sin.  

Sin always causes guilt, condemnation and eternal separation from God leading to a broken 

relation with God. 

Jesus died to pay the price of sin so bringing into effect justification. Thus Romans 5:1 states 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus, 

through whom we have gained access by faith in the grace, which we now stand. 

In the process of justification three events occur: redemption, reconciliation, restoration and the 

end result is peace with God accompanied by the joy of salvation. 

Redemption is a process involving the paying of a price, in the Old Testament it usually the 

shedding of blood.  A lamb or goat or any animal depending on wealth status is usually offered or 

sacrificed for redemption from guilt.  Christ the Lamb of God had to die to redeem us from the 

power of Satan, sin and its guilt, and death.  For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God 

is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Thus Romans 5:9 stated: Since we have been 

justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from the God’s wrath through Him?  

Redemption from God’s wrath through Jesus death on the cross and the shedding of His blood for 

us justifies us and frees us from the penalty of sin.  Redemption always carries a price and for us it 

is the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God without spot or blemish. 

Reconciliation is the process of bringing back a good relationship between two or more parties 

where there is a rift of broken relations.  The death of Jesus brings redemption and the redemptive 

power in the blood of Jesus reconciles us to God.  Romans 5:10-11 speak of the joy we have from 

being reconciled to God.  These verses state: For, when we were still God’s enemies, we were 

reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled shall we 

be saved through His life! Not only so, but we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation.  Yes, sin always creates a rift or chasm 



between God and us.  Christ’s death on the cross, paying the penalty of sin bridges the broken 

relationship again. 

Restoration is a process of putting one back to his original status.  You see, God create man in His 

image to fellowship with him.  Sin robbed us of this status of true fellowship with God.  All have 

sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  Sin robs us of God’s glory.  But Christ’s death, 

paying the penalty of sin, restores this true fellowship with God.  When this fellowship is restored 

we have peace with God.  Thus Romans 5:1 state: Therefore, since we have been justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus, through whom we have gained access by 

faith in the grace, which we now stand. 

Have you been justified?  If so you will have peace with God, otherwise you will not have peace 

with Him.  It is faith in God and God’s grace through the finished work of Jesus Christ by His 

death on the cross that will justify you. 

 

 

 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION 

 

March 13, 2005:    Sanctification  (Romans 8:1-16; 31-38) 

 

Often you hear people exclaim “I am saved, sanctified and filled with the Holy Spirit!” but do they 

truly understand what they are saying? 

What is sanctification and why are you sanctified? 

Sanctification is the process of being set apart for righteous service.  It follows the process of 

justification such that when you are sanctified you are set aside for righteous service or ministry 

unto the Lord. 

It is the Holy Spirit that sanctifies you.  In Acts 13, we read that the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 

Barnabas and Saul for the work I have called them”. Thus when you are sanctified it is for the 

purpose of the work (ministry or service) that God through the Holy Spirit has called you. 

When you have been sanctified, it is up to you to be fruitful in serving Him. 

Sanctification warrants that there is no condemnation because you are now in Christ Jesus; no 

obligation to sin because you are now a new creature controlled by the Holy Spirit; and no 

separation from the love of God because you have become a joint heir with Jesus Christ to inherit 

the Kingdom of God. 

Thus in sanctification there is no condemnation, no obligation and no separation: 

No Condemnation: Condemnation is the process of declaring one guilty and having to pay for the 

guilt.  Those who have been justified by faith in Jesus Christ have been redeemed, reconciled and 

restored to God and therefore there is now no condemnation for them that are in Christ Jesus.  In 

this life we are either influenced by the law of God and controlled by the Holy Spirit or by the law 

of sin and controlled by the urges of sinful nature.  Because of the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, the law of the Spirit of life sets you free from the law of sin and death.  Justification 

ensures that you are dead to sin and alive in the Spirit in the newness of life in Christ.  “For what 

the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by sinful nature, God did by sending His own 

Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.  And so He condemned sin in sinful man in 

order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according 

to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:3-4).  The core of the matter is that 

those who live according to the sinful nature have a mind set on the natural desires of sin which is 



inherent in human beings; whereas those who live in accordance with the Spirit’s leading have 

their minds set on what the Spirit desires and what is pleasing to God.  Those who live according 

to the Spirit’s desires have no condemnation but commendations!  This is how we can become a 

Church full of commendations and not condemnation – living in obedience to the Spirit’s desires. 

No Obligation: Obligation connotes compulsion.  No obligation implies one is not compelled to 

live a certain way – to be obedient to the sinful nature.  Therefore we have an obligation – but it is 

not to the sinful nature, to live according to it (Romans 8:12).  For if you live according to the 

sinful nature, you will die but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will 

live because those who are led by the Spirit are the sons of God. It is impossible for you to be 

obliged to obey the desires of the flesh if you have been justified, sanctified and living according to 

the Spirit of Christ.  In fact you also receive the Spirit of son-ship, as such you become a joint heir 

with Christ to inherit the Kingdom of God.  

No Separation: Sanctification ensures that anyone who is living by the Spirit will never be 

separated from the love of God no matter his circumstances, conditions, or situations.  As such 

those who are led by the Spirit know that in ALL things, God works together for the good of those 

who love Him and have been called according to His purpose – to be faithful in obeying the Word 

of God and fruitful in serving Him.  And if God be for us, who can be against us?  Romans 

8:37-38 then concludes: No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 

loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, no anything else in all creation 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

His death and resurrection not only provided justification with redemption, reconciliation and 

restoration but also sanctification such that there is no condemnation because we have been 

justified, no obligation to live by the sinful nature because we are now led by the Holy Spirit and 

no separation because we have gained the Spirit of son-ship and have become joined heirs with 

Jesus to inherit the Kingdom of God.  

 

 

 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION 

 

March 20, 2005:  Forgiveness  (Mat. 6:14-15; Ephesians 4:29-5:2) 

 

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ has not provided only justification and sanctification but 

also forgiveness. 

What is forgiveness and why is it significant? 

Forgiveness is pardon offered to a guilty party and it is very important in restoring and building a 

healthy growing relationship, whether it is between God and man, spouses, family members, 

friends, relatives, associates or neighbors. 

Forgiveness involves a great deal of sacrifice by a party member for the other(s) such that the 

relationship can grow healthily. 

It must be stressed that without a healthy vertical relationship it is difficult if not impossible to 

have a healthy growing horizontal relationship.  The death and resurrection of Jesus provided 

forgiveness and establishes the vertical relationship of man with God. 

Forgiveness is not easy because it is expensive demanding a great deal from the party offering it 

especially when the party to receive it fails to accept it. 



At any rate, the willingness to offer and accept forgiveness is very essential for a healthy growing 

relationship. 

The importance of forgiveness is expressed in Matthew 6:14-15, an addendum to the model prayer 

the Lord Jesus taught His disciples.  These verses in Matthew 6 state: For if you forgive men 

when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive 

men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sin. 

The process of forgiveness was initiated vertically – God sending His Son, Jesus Christ to die for 

men while they were yet sinners, so that men can be forgiven and declared righteous, free from the 

power of sin and not guilty thereby establishing a healthy growing relationship. 

Since forgiveness is very important to have healthy growing relationships, the rest of our 

discussion will focus on the Ephesians text for the day under the following topics: Accept God’s 

offer of forgiveness; Offer forgiveness to others; and Accept forgiveness from others. 

Accept God’s offer of forgiveness: To get into a personal healthy growing relationship with God 

demands that we accept His offer of forgiveness.  For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  God’s 

offer for forgiveness is in His love through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 4:32 

say, … just as in Christ God forgave you.  The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ perfected 

God’s offer for you to be forgiven.  God commended His love towards you, in that while you were 

yet sinners, Christ died for you.  Ephesians 5:2 say, Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as 

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  And Isaiah 53:5 further explained that he was wounded 

for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon Him 

and with His stripes we are healed. Also, David after experiencing the healthy growing 

relationship God following his acceptance God’s forgiveness exclaimed in Psalm 32:1-2 saying, 

“Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man 

whose sin the Lord will never count against him!” 

Offer forgiveness to others: Once we have accepted God’s forgiveness, we are in a better position 

to offer forgiveness to others.  Accepting God’s forgiveness reconciles you to Him and restores a 

healthy growing relationship with Him, as you become His dearly loved child.  Ephesians 5:1-2 

instructors us to be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children, and live a life of love, just 

as Christ loved us and gave Himself as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  And Ephesians 

4:32a states, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other jus as in Christ God 

forgave you”.  As long as you live, you will always be faced with the challenge to offer 

forgiveness to or accept forgiveness from those around you.  The words of our mouths mean a lot 

in offering and accepting forgiveness.  We must therefore learn to say I forgive you and I love you 

as well as I am sorry and I accept your forgiveness. 

Accepting forgiveness from others: This is hard to do in the flesh or sinful human nature, as the 

tendency is to have a pay back.  But if we are controlled by the Spirit and are imitators of God as 

dearly loved children, we would ask and accept forgiveness readily because it is very important to 

sustain a healthy growing relationship. The love of God imparted to you because of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection drives you to pursue healthy growing relationships both vertically and 

horizontally.  In fact accepting and offering forgiveness helps you not to grieve the Holy Spirit 

with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

If anyone says he has not sinned, he is a liar and the truth is not in him.  But if you confess you 

sins, God is faithful and just to forgive you and cleanse you from all unrighteousness.  

Jesus’ death and resurrection are significant for your forgiveness. 

Have you accepted God’s forgiveness?  Do you as dearly loved children of God offer and accept 



forgiveness to and from others?  

 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION 

 

March 27, 2005:   Victory  (I Corinthians 15: 1-2, 12-34, 50-58) 

 

In the past three weeks we have discussed the significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection to 

include justification, sanctification and forgiveness all of which could have not happened if did not 

have victory over Satan, sin and death.  So the most significant thing about His death and 

resurrection is the victory He won for us. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection provided us with victory over Satan, sin and death by destroying all 

dominion, authority and power making us victors and not victims as well as alive in the spirit. 

You must understand all battles are fought and won or lost in the spiritual realm before the 

manifestation in the physical realm. 

Christ’s death and resurrection provided us with the victory to enable us live spiritual lives that are 

pleasing to God.  In gaining this victory, Jesus Christ had to fulfill a mandate, and then He gave us 

a mission with a mystery that unfolds itself as we live by faith in the risen Savior and allow 

ourselves to be led or controlled by the Holy Spirit. 

The mandate: Christ was mandated to offer Himself as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God to 

redeem mankind.  He died, was buried and raised from the dead to be the firstfruit of those who 

have fallen asleep.  For since death came through one man (Adam), the resurrection of the dead 

comes through a man (Jesus Christ).  Just as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will live.  The 

ultimate mandate for Christ is to present the Kingdom to God after He has won complete victory.  

Thus, I Corinthians 15: 24-28 affirms this when it reads in part “Then the end will come when He 

hands over the Kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all dominion, authority and 

power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death”.  Since Christ has fulfilled His mandate, He has given His followers a mission 

– to preach the Gospel. 

The mission: All those who are alive in Christ and controlled by the Holy Spirit have been 

commissioned to preach and teach all nations to make disciples.  Thus Paul says in I Corinthians 

15:1-2 “I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 

you have taken you stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the Word I preached 

to you.  Otherwise you have believed in vain”.  Now, what is the gospel that we are to preach by 

which men will be saved?  The gospel is that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures 

(Psalms 22:15, Isaiah 53:5), that He was buried and raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures (Isaiah 53:10, Hosea 6:2) and that He appeared to Peter (Luke 24:34), and then to the 

twelve (John 20:19).  After that He appeared to more than 500 of the brothers at the same time, 

then He appeared to James, then to the apostles and last of all He appeared to Paul, the writer of 

this epistle to the Corinthians.  Therefore it is significant to note that if there is no resurrection of 

the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 

useless and so your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  And if only for this life we have 

hope in Christ, then we are to be most pitied of all men.  But Christ because Jesus died and 

resurrected, we have salvation and have been declared righteous, free from all sin and declared 

NOT GUILTY!  For this cause we have a mission to preach the gospel even unto death because it 

has made a difference in our lives.  Paul affirms this when he said in verse 31 “I die everyday”.  

Otherwise, if the dead are not raised, “let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die” (Isaiah 22:13).  



And if we are to be effective in our mission, we must not be misled by bad company, we must be 

sensible, and we must stop sinning and being ignorant, because they will ruin our testimony.  The 

whole process of being declared righteous and being in Christ by starting in newness of life in Him 

and being controlled by the Holy Spirit thereby being effective in proclaiming the gospel is a 

mystery that requires faith. 

The Mystery: A mystery is something that our finite minds cannot comprehend.  Thus Paul after 

establishing the truth about creation and dismissing the theory of evolution by stating that different 

species were created differently (I Corinthians 15:38-40), he went on to call the attention of the 

readers of this epistle to a mystery in verse 51: “Listen, I tell you a mystery, we shall not all sleep 

but we be changed”. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, a mysterious change occurs in all 

that believe in His finished work of salvation on Calvary and the victory He provides over Satan, 

sin and death. It is a mystery because it has to be accepted by faith before it is effective.  Another 

stunning mystery that Paul unveiled is that anything that is sown does not come to life unless it first 

dies: For, when you to become spiritually alive, you must die in the flesh for if there is a natural 

body, there has to be a spiritual body also.  The body that is sown is perishable, but when it is 

raised it is imperishable.  It is shown in dishonor but raised in glory; it is sown in weakness but 

raised in power; it is sown in a natural body but raised a spiritual body.  This is the mystery of the 

gospel!  When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying written in Isaiah 25:8 will come true:  “Death is swallowed up in 

victory”; and also what is written in Hosea 13:14 will be fulfilled: “Where, O death is your 

victory? Where, O death is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the Law.  But thanks to God for the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ has provided us with victory over Satan, sin and death; and has 

destroyed all dominion, authority and power such that now we are have been justified, sanctified 

and forgiven.  Therefore let us not let anything move us, rather let us give ourselves fully to the 

work (our mission) of the Lord to preach the gospel because we know our labor is not in vain. 

Another Easter has come and gone.  Won’t you give Jesus a chance and enter into the newness of 

life in Him and experience the mystery of life in Him?  Romans 10: 9-10 sums it this way: “That if 

you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 

the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is 

with the mouth that you confess and are saved”.  The opportunity is yours, why don’t you try Him 

and be saved? 


