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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama 

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor 
 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY  

Sept 4, 2005 Christ's Union (Marriage) to the Church (Believers)  Ephesians 4:21-32 

 The institution of marriage is the oldest institution.  It was the first institution created by 

God.  Since God is love, this institution is founded on love.  Marriage is a mystery.  Two 

people who are from different backgrounds and possibly upbringings all of a sudden 

decide to unite in marriage because of what we call love.  To me this is mystery.  In 

actuality it is love that binds the two parties involved in the marital union.  Remove love 

from the union and the end result is mere cohabitation.  

 The union (marriage) of Christ to the Church (believers) is even a more profound 

mystery.  You may be asking, ‘How can men and women be married to Christ’?  The 

union between Christ is likewise solely based on love.  You often hear me express that 

falling in love with Jesus is the best thing that ever happened to me. It is true.  Because if 

you are not in love with Jesus, how effectively can you truly worship Him and be devoted 

to Him?  Let me submit to you that worship supersedes duty and devotion supersedes 

service.  For couples, it is essential that you understand that your union (marriage) to 

Christ does strengthen your marriage with your spouses. Marriage is about establishing 

relations.  The vertical relation (union with Christ) is of greater value and significance 

that the horizontal relation (union with spouses).  The mystery of marriage is not only 

founded on love but on holiness and righteousness. 

 Speaking of Christ marriage with the Church, the Scriptures are very clear about the 

bases for such union: Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of 

the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, 

was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) Then the 

angel said to me, "Write: `Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 

Lamb!' "And he added, "These are the true words of God" (Rev. 19:7-9, NIV).  And 

Isaiah described this union the following terms “For your Maker is your husband, the 

LORD Almighty is his name-- the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; he is called the 

God of all the earth” (Isaiah 54:5).  For believers Christ is their husband! 

 The following Scriptures have a description of the relationship between God and His 

People as marriage: "Return, faithless people," declares the LORD, "for I am your 

husband" (Jeremiah. 3:14). “Later I passed by, and when I looked at you and saw that you 

were old enough for love, I spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your 

nakedness. I gave you my solemn oath and entered into a covenant with you, declares the 

Sovereign LORD, and you became mine” (Ezekiel 16:8).  “I will betroth you to me 

forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. I will 

betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LORD” (Hosea 2:19-20).  “For 

the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the Church, his body, of which 

he is the Savior.  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh. This is a profound mystery--but I am talking 

about Christ and the Church” (Ephesians 5:23, 31-32). “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son” (Matt. 22:2).  “I am jealous for you 

with a godly jealousy.  I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present 

you as a pure virgin to him” (2 Corinthians 11:2).   
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 Thus our text for the day reads, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as 

Christ is the head of the Church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the Church 

submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, 

love your wives, just as Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the Word, and to present her to 

himself as a radiant Church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 

blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He 

who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hates his own body, but he feeds 

and cares for it, just as Christ does the Church, for we are members of his body. For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 

become one flesh. This is a profound mystery, but I am talking about Christ and the 

Church” (Ephesians 5:21–32) 

 Let me suggest to you that God’s perfect plan is that marriage and family originate in the 

Church. The Church is the target for God’s primary expression of His love and justice in 

the world. As such the Church is where marriage can be fulfilled and given its true value. 

Without the Church marriage is doomed to be overcome by the dominating and 

destructive forces of society.  

 Marriage is therefore a mystery that can be comprehended in Christ.  First you must be 

united (married) to Christ to grasp that marriage is more than a bond between husband 

and wife.  Marriage is a mystery far deeper than just the bond of husband and wife.  In 

our generation only very few people understand that marriage is a reflection of this 

profound mystery of the eternal unity of Christ and the Church. That is why many 

marriages end up in divorces. However, in a true marriage, the unity of husband and wife 

will reflect this deeper unity. It is not only a bond between one man and one woman, 

because the greater deeper bond of unity existing between God and His people seals 

marriage. This bond must always come first. It is this bond we pledge at baptism and 

reaffirm at every celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and we should remind ourselves 

of it at every wedding. Without it, even the happiest marriage will bear no lasting fruit. 

 The marriage bond amounts to very little or nothing when it is only a promise or contract 

between two people. But if the deeper bond of unity that involves Christ and the Church 

were in place, how different the state of the modern family would be if Christians 

everywhere were willing to place loyalty to Christ and his Church above their marriages! 

 Now, for believers who have faith, Christ – the one who truly unites – always stands 

between the lover and the beloved. In such a relation, the Holy Spirit grants them 

unhindered access to one another in true love. Therefore, when sin enters a marriage and 

clouds the truth of love, a faithful disciple MUST follow Jesus in the Church, not his or 

her wayward partner.  Usually, emotional love will protest this because it is prone to 

disregard the truth. It may even try to hinder the clear light that comes from God. It is 

unable and unwilling to let go of a relationship, even when it becomes false and non-

genuine. But the scriptures inform us in 1 Corinthians 13:6 that true love does not delight 

in evil but rejoices with the truth. We believers must recognize that unity of faith is more 

important than the emotional bond of marriage.  

 Therefore, everyone of us who claims to be a disciple must ask ourselves this personal 

pertinent question: “If my first allegiance is not to Jesus and the Church, to who is it?” In 

other words if I am not united or married to Christ first, to whom I am married to?  This 

rhetorical question deserves a sincere answer because when the smaller unity of a married 

couple is placed under the greater unity of Christ and the Church, their marriage becomes 
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steadfast and secure on a new, deeper level since it is placed within the unity of all 

believers. It is hardly surprising then that this idea is foreign to most people, yet it 

contains a truth that cannot be denied. Couples who are more loyal and devoted to Christ 

in love have a more stable marriage relationship.  This is because the love that would 

exist between them springs from the true love in their relationship with Christ.  

 The belief that love to Christ and his Church must take priority over all else is also 

important for understanding the difference between man and woman. Clearly God has 

given each of them different natures and tasks, and when these are rightly fulfilled in a 

marriage in the Church, harmony and love will abound.  It is very obvious that there are 

differences in the biological makeup of the male and the female. But it is completely 

materialistic to think that the difference between man and woman is merely biological. A 

woman longs to absorb her beloved one into herself. She is designed by nature to receive 

and to endure; to conceive, to bear, to nurse, and to protect. A man, on the other hand, 

desires to enter his beloved one and become one with her; he is made to initiate and 

penetrate rather than to receive. 

 It is great to realize that the body is shaped by the soul, and this is a deep thought. The 

soul, the breath of God, the innermost essence of each human being, forms a different 

body for each. Hence, it is never a question of who is higher. Both man and woman were 

made in the image of God, and what can be greater than that? Yet there is a difference: 

Thus, in Ephesians 5:22–24 Paul likens the man to Christ and woman to the Church: 

Man, as Head, portrays the service of Christ and woman, as Body, portrays the dedication 

of the Church. There is a difference in calling, but there is no difference in worth.  This is 

the very essence in the mystery of the marriage between Christ and the Church.  

 To further illustrate this let us use Mary is a symbol of the Church. In her we recognize 

the true nature of womanhood and motherhood. The woman is like the Church because 

she receives and carries the Word within her (Luke 1:38) and brings life into the world in 

keeping with God’s will. This is the highest thing that can be said of a human being.  A 

woman’s love is different from a man’s. It is much more steady, more in keeping with her 

loyal nature. It is dedicated to protecting and guiding all those in its care. Man’s love, on 

the other hand, seeks others out and challenges them. It is the pioneering love of the 

apostle, of Christ’s representative: “Go out and gather! Teach all people. Submerge them 

in the atmosphere of God, in the life of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” 

(Matt. 28:18–20). But man’s task, like the woman’s, is always bound together with the 

task of the Church. 

 In the mystery of marriage, both Paul and Peter point out that man is the head of woman, 

not in himself but in Christ. This does not mean that the man is “higher”.  The fact that 

woman is taken from man and man is born of woman shows that they are dependent on 

each other in every respect (1 Corinthians 11:11–12). And it is worth noting that the gifts 

and responsibilities of one are worth no more than those of the other; they are simply 

different. In the true order of marriage, both husband and wife will find their rightful 

place, but neither will rule the other. Love and humility will rule.  And in the Church this 

ought to be the case.  However, the evil of our day has encouraged both men and women 

to avoid the responsibilities given them by God. Women rebel against the inconvenience 

of pregnancy and the pain of birth, and men rebel against the burden of commitment to 

the children they father and to the woman who bears them. As a result there is much 

unfaithfulness in marriages and as such the rebellion is a curse on our time. It is leading 

future generations astray.  We have to continue to remind ourselves that in marriage the 

woman was designed by God to have children, and a true man is to respect and love his 
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wife all the more even to the point of dying for her because of this. This is exactly what 

Jesus, the Husband, did for the Church, the wife! Furthermore, Peter admonishes us: You 

husbands must conduct your married life with understanding: pay honor to the woman’s 

body, not only because it is weaker, but also because you share together in the grace of 

God which gives you life. Then your prayers will not be hindered (1 Pet. 3:7).  Do you 

know that if both husband and wife are not married to Jesus, there will be disagreements 

that are a hindrance to prayers?   

 Yes, it is clear that the difference between man and woman is not absolute. In a true 

woman there is courageous manliness, and in a true man there is the submission and 

humility of the type of Mary. Yet because the man is the head, in a true marriage he will 

give the lead, even if he is a very weak person. This must not be taken as if man were an 

overlord and woman his servant. If a man does not lead in love and humility – if he does 

not lead in the spirit of Jesus – his headship will become tyranny. The head has its place 

in the body, but it does not dominate.  The Church must therefore allow Christ to lead it 

while she follows.  And we cannot afford to forget that true leadership means loving 

service.  In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul points to the self-sacrificing love that lies in 

true leadership: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the Church and gave 

himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25). This task, the task of loving, is actually the task of every 

man and woman, whether married or not.   

 When we take Paul’s words to heart, we will experience the true inner unity of a 

relationship ruled by love – an inner speaking of the heart to God from both partners 

together. Only then will God’s blessing rest on our marriages. We will constantly seek 

our beloved one anew and continually look for ways to serve each other in love. Most 

wonderful of all, we will find everlasting joy.  

 As the Church father Tertullian writes: ”Who can describe the happiness of a marriage 

contracted in the presence of the Church and sealed with its blessing? What a sweet yoke 

it is which here joins two believing people in one hope, one way of life, one vow of 

loyalty, and one service to God! They are brother and sister, both busy in the same 

service, with no separation of soul and body, but as two in one flesh. And where there is 

one flesh, there is one spirit also. Together they pray, together they kneel down: the one 

teaches the other, and bears with the other. They are joined together in the Church of 

God, joined at the Lord’s Table, joined in anxiety, persecution, and recovery. They vie 

with each other in the service of their Lord. Christ sees and hears, and joyfully does he 

send them his peace, for where two are gathered together in his name, there is he in the 

midst of them”.  This is the whole mystery about marriage, especially the profound unity 

(marriage) between the Christ and the Church. 

 As we conclude this message we desire to invite you into this profound mystery of 

Marriage between Christ and the Church.  You initiate this marriage relationship Christ 

by accepting Him as Lord and savior.  If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you 

come and do so now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed 

away from Him and want to come back today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps 

you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can 

continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual blessing including the union with Christ 

that comes through the new birth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with 

this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, 

Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and 

Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this 
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synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and 

savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY  

Sept 11, 2005   Heirs of God’s Kingdom  Romans 8:15-17 

 This week’s mystery in Christianity is that believers are heirs of God’s kingdom.  For 

unbelievers their puzzle is how can the believers possibly claim that they would inherit 

God’s kingdom?  In fact, inquiry minds want to know what qualifies Christians to 

become heirs of God’s kingdom!  If we can rightly respond to these questions then we 

have grasps this mystery of Christians being heirs of God’s Kingdom.  It should not be a 

mystery to believers but unbelievers because after all Jesus Christ came to establish 

God’s kingdom, which has continue to grow ever since then.  

 Titus assures believers that “He saved us, not because of righteous things we have done, 

but because of His mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit, whom he poured on us generously through Jesus Christ our savior, so that 

having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life” (Titus 3:5-7, NIV).  Paul in his letter to the Galatians added, “If you belong to 

Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to promise” (Galatians 3:29).  

He further declared, “But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a 

woman, born under law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the right of 

sons.  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 

calls out ‘Abba, Father.’  So that you are no longer a slave, but a son, and since you are a 

son, God has made you also an heir” (Galatians 4:4-7). 

 You see the reality is that only children can inherit the property belonging to their 

parents.  If you are not my child legally, you can never inherit what belongs to me.  The 

only rightful qualification that you have to inherit my property is to have a legal will that 

says you can do so.  Similarly, you have to be a child of God or have a divine legal will 

to be an heir of God’s kingdom.  This is why Paul presented the following argument to 

the Galatians: whenever you accept the redeemer as personal Lord and savior, you 

receive the right of sons.  And because you are sons, God sends the Spirit of His Son (the 

Holy Spirit as the legal seal of salvation) into your hearts and it is Him who calls out 

“Abba, Father”.  

 Thus our text for the day reads, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you slaves 

again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by Him, we cry ‘Abba, Father’.  

The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirits that we are God’s children.  Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs (or joint heirs) with Christ, if 

indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory”  (Romans 

8:15–17, NIV).  Here Paul the Apostle presented a simple but extremely powerful train of 

arguments that culminated with the glorious point that believers are “co-heirs (or joint 

heirs) with Christ”.  The phrase “co-heirs with Christ” is the key legal qualification for 

believers to become heirs of God’s kingdom.  And blessed is any person who follows the 

Apostle Paul’s reasoning step by step and says, “Yes, I have the Spirit of the Son; I know 

that my heart loves God, and I look to Him as Father with trust, confidence and love; then 

I am surely His son because I have the Spirit of sonship; then I am His heir; I am the heir 

mailto:pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org
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of God; and thus my faith lays hold of the glorious fact that I am a co-heir (joint heir) 

with Christ and an heir of God’s kingdom”.   Once you come to the realization of this 

truth, you are no longer a slave to fear and sin because you have been redeemed and have 

become a co-heir with Christ, an heir to inherit God’s property – heir to God’s kingdom!  

Also, the Spirit of sonship drives fear from you because fear has to do with sin. 

 And I submit to you today that for an inheritance to be established there had to be a legal 

will for the heir, the estates or properties – what the heir inherits, and the administrator – 

who administers, to effect, the will.  The imperative legal term in the will upon which the 

whole matter of being heirs of God’s kingdom lies in the phrase, “co-heirs with Christ”.  

Why is this important?  This is because the believer’s right to the divine heritage stands 

or depends on Christ’s right to the same inheritance.  Like we suggested in last week’s 

sermon, the union of Christ with the church is a profound mystery and it is the 

prerequisite for being a co-heir (joint heir) with Him.  And let me suggest to you that 

there is no way that Christ will not inherit God’s kingdom because He is God’s Son.  

Therefore if we are co-heirs with Christ, then there is no way that we cannot inherit 

God’s kingdom. Hence, it is being co-heirs with Christ that qualifies believers as heirs to 

God’s kingdom.  And so legally and strictly speaking believers have no inheritance in 

God’s kingdom apart from Christ.  It is necessary then for everyone to make a solemn 

inquiry to his/her soul saying “Am I in Christ”?  The response to this pertinent question is 

very essential because you have no legal right to inherit God’s kingdom in yourself, your 

right lies in Christ and you becoming a co-heir with Him.  Also, the title “co-heirs’ has 

this subtle mystery that Christ has no heritage apart from us because believers now have 

equal right to God’s kingdom as a result of His grace and finished work at Calvary. 

 Aside from the legal term of the will – co-heirs with Christ – what is the inheritance?  

The inheritance is a dichotomy – it is to inherit God’s kingdom but it is also to share in 

Christ’s suffering so that we can share in His glory.  This is in part of the mystery in heirs 

of God’s kingdom.  Thus Romans 8:17b reads, “… and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

share in His sufferings in order that we may share in His glory”.  And you know, I have 

often told you that you can be certain of two things as a believer and these are salvation 

and suffering.  Salvation implies that you are sure to inherit God’s kingdom because you 

are now a co-heir with Christ.  But as a co-heir with Christ, the other side of the truth of 

your inheritance is to share in His sufferings.  If you reject your share of suffering with 

Christ, then you are rejecting the rest of the inheritance, the glory to come – to reign in 

God’s kingdom.  Paul’s admonition to Timothy, his son in the Lord, that is very relevant 

for any generation reads, “This is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will live 

with Him; if we endure (sufferings with Him), we will reign with Him; if we disown 

(deny) Him, He will also disown us; if we are faithless, He remains faithful for He cannot 

disown (deny) Himself” (2Timothy 2:11-13, NIV).  Being a co-heir with Christ entails 

sharing in His sufferings by bearing your own cross.  Will you bear your own cross?  Do 

your shoulders forbid and refuse or reject the pains of bearing the cross?  If so, then your 

head must deny itself the pleasure of wearing the crown.  Remember, no bearing of the 

cross implies no wearing of the crown in glory.  If you are a co-heir with Christ and 

claiming the glory of inheriting God’s kingdom and the crown, you must also be prepared 

to take the rest of the inheritance as well – your cross, sharing His sufferings.  Recall that 

Jesus once declared that if anyone desires to follow Him, such a person must deny 

himself, take up his cross and follow Him daily.  The title “Co-heir with Christ” also 

includes sharing in His sufferings.  No wonder James wrote that we are to count it joy 

when we go through diverse trials because the end result is a crown of life promised to 

those who love God (James 1:12).  And we fully know that the other aspect of our 
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inheritance as believers is the glory or the crown of life.  This implies that we reign with 

Christ – meaning we rule over everything that Christ rules over!  It also implies that 

everything that belongs to Christ also belongs to us – Hallelujah!!  In Hebrews 1:2 we are 

informed that God has appointed Christ as heir of ALL things.  This implies that as co-

heirs with Christ, believers are heirs to ALL things also.  This is mind-boggling but it is 

reality!  And this is the mystery for the unbelievers.  

 To conclude our discussion on the mystery of heirs of God’s kingdom, let us now focus 

on the aspect of how we can administer to effects this fact of being co-heirs with Christ in 

God’s kingdom.  The fact is that each one of us must bear his/her cross.  When you came 

into to this worship experience this morning, you might have been questioning God our 

Father in your mind concerning why everything seems to be going very well with your 

unbelieving relative, neighbor, friend or associate but not you because all day long you 

are plagued and chastened daily?  But you heard the text of the day that you are now a 

joint heir or co-heir with Christ.  You have discovered now too that Christ had His cross 

to bear and you are asked to administer to the will of your inheritance as a co-heir.  

Therefore, come on, take up your cross and bear it with joy.  You will have to carry it 

whether you take your cross up or not; your complaining and murmuring will not lighten 

your afflictions unless you are willing to give up as a co-heir with Christ in inheriting 

God’s kingdom.  However, I hear the psalmist exclaiming: Many are the afflictions of the 

righteous but the Lord delivers him from ALL of them!  Weeping may endure for the 

night, but joy comes in the morning!!  Your cross may be the afflictions you are 

experiencing now.  It could be the afflictions of your children, trials in your business or 

any vocation you are engaged in, the chronic or acute diseases of your bodies or you 

loved ones, the loss of a loved one, the loss of a job, persecution because of your faith or 

whatever it may be.  I know for a certainty that if you are a co-heir with Christ, you have 

your own cross to bear and carry you must do daily to follow Him.  I encourage you to 

keep on keeping on in the faith because faith can work wonders for you!  Faith is the 

substance of things hope for, the evidence of things not seen.  Faith can raise you up to sit 

you together with Christ in the heavenly places.   

 The final aspect of this mystery is that God has given us everything as co-heirs with 

Christ.  This inheritance includes the uttermost ends of the earth as a possession.  This is 

why He has commissioned us to go into all nations, preaching the gospel, baptizing those 

who are born again in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and lo He is 

with us to the close of the age.  The gospel we must spread to build the kingdom, the 

inheritance we have received as co-heirs with Christ. 

 As we close this wonderful worship experience, I want to challenge you today.  Are you a 

co-heir with Christ?  Have you understood the ramifications of this legal divine right?  

Do you know that you cannot reign with Him if you are unwilling to endure with Him in 

His sufferings?  Are you fully aware that it is your responsibilities to proclaim the gospel 

and build up this kingdom of which you have received for an inheritance?  To become a 

co-heir with Christ the prerequisite is that you accept Jesus Christ as personal Lord and 

savior.  

 If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come and do so now?  And if you have 

already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to come back 

today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been 

searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every 

spiritual blessing including being a co-heir with Christ that comes through the new birth, 

we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt 

Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, 
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and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the 

praise team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why 

don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  
 

 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY  

Sept 18, 2005    Eternity  John 11:21-27 

 Eternity is reality but difficult to fathom with the human finite mind. Eternity is a mystery 

to man, yet God has planted eternity in the human heart.  The Scriptures declare, “He has 

also set eternity in the hearts of men, yet they cannot fathom what God has done from 

beginning to end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11, NIV).  Eternity has no beginning and no end; how 

can a man with a finite mind comprehend this?   

 This life is not all that there is.  Man was created to live for eternity!  This is why most of 

us do not want to die yet we desire to go to heaven.  The portion of your life here on earth 

is temporary and full of trials or tests because it is like a preschool or the tryout for your 

life in eternity.  You will spend far more time in eternity than here on earth.  Yet most of 

live as if we are going to live here on earth forever.  Your life here on earth should 

prepare you for eternity. 

 When God created man, he was and is the only living thing with a soul (which is the very 

breathe of God) to live for eternity.  Sin brought death to the body that houses the soul.  

But the soul never dies because it lives for eternity.  The key question is where will your 

soul spend eternity – heaven or hell? 

 The way you live your life here on earth and what you do with God’s Son, Jesus Christ 

determine where your soul will spend eternity.  If you accept Him as Lord and savior and 

live to please God, you will spend eternity in heaven.  However, if you reject Jesus Christ 

as personal Lord and savior and elect to live to please self by indulging in sinful acts, you 

will definitely spend eternity in hell – which is the second death.  The first death being 

the wearing and tearing of this tent (the body) which houses the soul.  Paul declared, 

“Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands (2Corinthians 5:1, NIV).  C. 

S. Lewis said there are two kinds of people: those who say to God, “Thy will be done” 

and those to whom God says, “All right, then, have it your way”.  Regrettably and 

tragically many people will chose the “have it your way” and consequently endure 

eternity without God. 

 Therefore life is preparation for eternity.  Recall life is also a test, a trust and a temporary 

assignment here on earth!  In life you will face many challenges or tests to prepare you 

for eternity.  In life you will need to trust and accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord 

and savior in order to qualify to spend eternity with God.  In life you always have to 

remember that life is very brief because it is a temporary assignment here on earth. 

 The Bible is full of metaphors that teach about the brevity, temporality, and the transient 

nature of life on earth.  Life has been described as a mist, a vapor, a fast runner, a breath, 

a wisp of smoke, a shadow, as grass and its glory like a flower. Therefore it is always 

wise to remind self that compared to eternity life is extremely brief on earth and one’s 

stay on earth is only temporary.  Thus I love the way David prayed about his life, “Show 

me, O Lord, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting is my 
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life” (Psalms 39:4, NIV). Then in Psalm 119:19, David expressed how he understood that 

he was a stranger here on earth.  

 If we consider ourselves strangers here on earth then we shall prepared appropriately for 

our home return to eternity with God in heaven.  Do not get too attached to what is 

temporary and get caught up in the things of the world.  Always remember that whatever 

you can see with your naked eyes is temporary, but whatever that is unseen by the naked 

eye is eternal (2Corinthians 4:18). 

 When you prepare appropriately for eternity by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal 

Lord and Savior, and are living your life to please God and not self, you are truly born 

again.  And I submit to you that when you are born again you will not taste the second 

death – eternal separation from God in the lake of fire or hell, which the Bible rightly 

describes as second death.  Thus the saying, “if you are born twice you die once, but if 

you are born once you will die twice” is very profound.  Faith in the finished work of 

Jesus Christ on Calvary and accepting Him as Lord and savior is the only way back to 

God guaranteeing that you escape the second death and spend eternity with God in 

heaven.  Therefore do not be afraid of the physical death because it is only temporary.  

 Thus in our text for the day, Martha believed that in the presence of Jesus Christ death 

has no powers.  The text began, “Lord, Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.  But I know that even now God will give you whatever you 

ask’ ” (J0hn 11:21, NIV).   

 Because of Martha’s faith in Jesus, she got an assurance from Him that her brother will 

rise again.  Martha who was a firm believer in the resurrection of the dead when Christ 

would return in power and glory on that last day to judge both the living and the dead, 

answered, “I know he will rise again in the again in the resurrection at the last day” (John 

11:24, NIV). 

 Here again, let me submit to you that eternity is real.  Death is not the end of life.  In fact 

physical death ushers you into eternity.  Simply because God has set eternity in the heart 

of man, we often misunderstand that to mean we are going to live for ever in the physical 

and on this earth.  Let me suggest to you that because eternity is real, what you do with 

Jesus in the here and now determines where you will spend eternity.  And eternity offers 

you only two options: heaven or hell.  Hence even if you die physically, on the last day – 

the day of judgment you will be resurrected to spend eternity in heaven or hell.  This is 

the mystery of eternity – that, God has set eternity in the hearts of men yet men have a 

choice as to make as to where to spend eternity. 

 Our text then continued with Jesus’ response to Martha.  Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and 

whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this”? (John 11:25-26).  

This is another mystery about eternity that believers in Jesus Christ never die.  They only 

go to sleep to be awakened on the last day to spend eternity with God and reign with 

Jesus. Yes, Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  Therefore eternal life is only found in 

Jesus Christ! In John Chapter 17, Jesus prayed for Himself and for His disciples but in 

verse 3 He defined eternal life.  And He said, “Now this is eternal life: that they may 

know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3, NIV).  

This is why Jesus said that whoever believes in Him will never die.  Then He added a 

very key question, “Do you believe this”?  And so today I re-echo the same question to 

you, “Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life and that if you 

believe in Him you will never die”? 
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 Martha’s response was, “Yes Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who 

has to into the world” (John 11:27).  Martha believed and I am sure she has eternal life.  

John 3:16 declares, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life”.  What about you? Do you 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God who has come into the world to save 

sinners?  If you do, eternity with Christ is your portion in heaven.  Otherwise, you will 

definitely spend eternity, separated from Christ, in hell. 

 As we close this wonderful worship experience, I want to challenge you today.  Do you 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the one and only Son of God?  Do you believe that He 

came to the world to pay the price of your sin and that if you accept Jesus Christ as 

personal Lord and savior you have eternal life?   

 If you want to say yes to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior so that you will have 

eternal life and spend eternity with Him in heaven, we invite you to come now.  And if 

you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to 

come back today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or 

have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to grow in your 

knowledge in Christ as a pilgrim on you way to heaven to spend eternity with Jesus, we 

invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt 

Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, 

and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the 

choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t 

you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at 

pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  

 
 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY  

Sept 25, 2005    God’s Providence  Matthew 6:25-34 

 The mystery in Christianity for our discussion this Sunday is God’s Providence. The 

Webster’s 9
th

 New Collegiate Dictionary defines Providence as Divine guidance with 

God conceived as the power sustaining and guiding human destiny.  What does this say 

to us?  It says that God has and is making provision for the future of all that believe and 

trust in Him. However, God’s province also demands prudence on your part. 

   I submit to you that God’s providence is recognized and appreciated through your 

SHAPE (Spiritual gifts, Hearts, Abilities, Personalities, and Experiences).  And your 

must appreciate the fact that not all believers have the same spiritual gifts, hearts, 

abilities, personalities and experiences.  We are all different and unique, yet God works 

through our different SHAPEs to sustain and guide human destiny.  This is the mystery 

about God’s providence. 

 Therefore, you must understand that God’s providence is a providing providence, a 

protective providence and a sustaining providence.  In God’s providence there is divine 

guidance or care and there is power to sustain and guide the human destiny.  Do you 

know that you as believers are a people of destiny?  As challenged on last Sunday, 

eternity is the mystery of human destiny.  In other words, God’s providence is what 

makes eternity and eternal life the human destiny.  Hence, always remember that God 

created you with a destiny as He set eternity in the hearts of men.  And God’s providence 

is that you spent eternity with Him in heaven and reign with Christ as your destiny.  

mailto:pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org
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Because of God’s providence, “… we know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

 Someone may be asking, if God is truly in control why is there much trouble and 

problems in my life?  If for a moment you can stop focusing on self, believe and receive 

the word of God, you will understand the mystery of God’s providence and you will 

cease to worry because God supplies all your needs according to His riches in glory 

(Philippians 4:19); He is a refuge for the poor and the needy in his distress, a shelter for 

him from the storm and a shade from heat (Isaiah 25:4) as well as streams of water in the 

desert and the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land (Isaiah 32:2); and He supports the 

weak (Isaiah 41:10) and preserves the faithful (Psalms 31:23, 37:28, 146:9; Proverbs 2:8, 

Isaiah 49:8). 

 Thus in our text for the day began, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about life, what 

you will eat or drink, or about what you will wear.  Is not life more important than food, 

and the body more important than clothes” (Matthew 6:25)?  In other words if you are not 

alive how can you eat, and if you do not have a body to put clothes on why worry about 

clothes?  The most important thing for you is life!  In God’s providence, He has provision 

for your life to sustain and guide you until you reach your destiny in eternity.  However, 

if you become self centered (I, me and myself), living to please self rather than God, then 

you lose track of your destiny and end up in eternity without God.   

 Yes, God has made provision for your life, so there is no cause for alarm.  Therefore, 

quick worrying!  “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of much value than they?  

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life” (Matthew 6:26-27).  Do you 

recall that I have told you several times that when God created man he was the only 

living thing with a soul (the breath of God)?  Therefore your life is of much value than 

any other living thing, including birds.  And so I submit to you this day that God’s 

providence is based on this very truth that you are of much value than the birds because 

you were created with the eternal destiny to befriend God, love and worship Him.   

 So why do you forget your purpose in life and your destiny, and focus on worrying on 

non-essentials?  And how terrible and how much we black folks worry about non-

essentials, especially clothes!  In fact we worry so much about what to wear to an extent 

that we forfeit our purpose of worshipping God.  Oh, haven’t you heard many of us 

giving flimsy excuses that we do not have anything to wear to Church! Yet our closets 

are full of clothes.  Perhaps the problem is that we have too many clothes that we have a 

problem of choice as to what to wear to Church.  Alternatively, we have been dressing 

indecently and inappropriately on a daily basis that we are ashamed of our daily 

appearances in the presence of God and His children at Church. 

 However, our text continued, “And why do you worry about clothes?  See how the lilies 

of the field grow.  They do not labor and spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all 

his splendor was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the 

field; which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much more 

cloth you, O you of little faith.  So do not worry, saying, ‘what shall we eat or what shall 

we drink’? Or ‘what shall we wear’?  For the pagans run after all these things and you 

heavenly Father knows that you need them” (Matthew 6:28-32).  As such I submit to you 

that God’s providence is much greater than your comprehension.  It is a mystery that you 

can only grasp and understand that you live to please Him by faith.  Yet we worry, and 

worry and still worry until we reach our graves.  You worry because you have no faith in 

God or you have little faith in God.  No wonder Jesus addressed His audience as “O, you 
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of little faith”.  And do you recall that without faith it is impossible to please God?  

Because anyone who will come to Him must believe He exists and that He rewards all 

that diligently seek Him. 

 So I suggest to you to stop worrying and trust God because in His providence He has 

made all provisions for your life since He knows all your needs.  And so our text for the 

day concludes, “But seek you first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 

6:33-34). 

 Now the choice is yours.  You can choose to continue to worry about each and everything 

or you can put your trust and faith in God’s providence for your life.  To trust God and 

live by faith to please Him leads to eternal destiny of spending eternity with God in 

heaven.  To worry is to distrust God and elect to live to please self and satisfy your sinful 

lusts that ultimately lead to eternal separation from God in hell.  The choice is yours.  To 

trust God and His providence starts by placing your trust in the finished work of salvation 

on Calvary by Jesus Christ.  Then you need to believe and accept Jesus Christ as your 

personal Lord and savior. 

 As we close this wonderful worship experience, I want to challenge you today.  Do you 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the one and only Son of God?  Do you believe that He 

came to the world to pay the price of your sin and that if you accept Jesus Christ as 

personal Lord and savior you have eternal life?   

 If you want to say yes to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior so that you will have 

eternal life and spend eternity with Him in heaven, we invite you to come now.  And if 

you have already said yes to Jesus and somehow strayed away from Him because of your 

worries and failure to trust God’s providence, but now you desire to come back to Him 

today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been 

searching for a Church home where you can continue to grow in your knowledge of 

Christ and God’s providence through your pilgrim journey on you way to heaven to 

spend eternity with Jesus, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local 

body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing 

Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why 

don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on 

the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then 

write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  
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