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Black History Month 
  “Freedom is never given; it is won.” 

                 A. Phillip Randolph 
 

IMPORTANT CITY IN BLACK HISTORY 

BIRMINGHAM 

 

In 1963, Birmingham became a tragic chapter in the civil rights movement when four black girls 

attending Sunday school were killed when a bomb exploded at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, 

a popular location for civil rights meetings.  Riots erupted. It was here that Martin Luther King was 

arrested and jailed during anti-segregation protests, and where he wrote his famous Letter From 

Birmingham City Jail, arguing that individuals have the moral duty to disobey unjust laws.  Some of 

the most powerful and influential photographs documenting the civil rights movement were taken 

during a demonstration in Kelly Ingram Park-the brutal images of Bull Connor’s police dogs 

attacking black marchers helped wake up the world to southern racism.  Birmingham’s first black 

mayor, Richard Arrington, elected in 1979, helped create a historic district devoted to the civil 

rights movement.  The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, a museum and research center, opened in 

1992. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Beloved: 

It is with a heart of gratitude to God and a joyous spirit that I greet you in our Redeemer’s 

Name, even Jesus Christ.  To me it is amazing that I have been Pastor at Mt Traveler for a year 

already!  Where has the time gone?  However, I must thank you for the opportunity to serve you in 

this capacity for this past one year.  I hope I have been the shepherd you had asked the Lord for.  On 

my part I am elated for the response I have received from all of you. 

Although this transitional year has been challenging to both you and me, God has been in 

control and leading us to become the Church He desires us to be: A Church full of commendations 

as we become faithful in obeying the truth of His Word and fruitful in serving Him.  As you note we 

have effectively introduced several changes in the Church already to aide us in attaining our two-

fold purpose of faithfulness and fruitfulness.  More changes are yet coming, as we become a Caring 

Church with Ministries.   We ask that you make a commitment to at least one ministry where you 

can serve using your giftedness according to your SHAPE (Spiritual Gifts, Hearts, Abilities, 

Personalities and Experiences). 

For my second year as pastor will be to lead us into implementing what we have been 

taught in my first year.  My prayer and vision is that we become more passionate and compassionate 

as we serve our community.  I will love to see Mt Traveler become proactive in ministering and 

defending the faith rather than be reactive and complacent.  From this month we shall include 

“FOCUS ON MEMBERS” in our monthly Newsletter. 

Finally as we celebrate this Black History Month, we cannot forget the legacy our fore 

fathers left for us to follow.  Therefore, our mission for the community is to be a Caring Church 

with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God 

and Man.  May His grace be sufficient for us in carrying out this mission in the community, Amen! 

Continue to pray for me as I pray for you.  I love you and remain blessed. 

 

In His service, 

Rev. B. C. Datiri, 

Pastor 
 

        

WORDS OF WISDOM 
 

When the truth is the main ingredients, salt and pepper ain’t necessary. 

                                               Submitted by: 

                                               Bro. LaMorris Heard 
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FOCUS ON MEMBERS 
 

This month our focus is on one of our very active members and a prayer warrior: 

Mrs. Mary Rose Lockhart.  Mrs. Lockhart is 76 years old yet very active in several 

ministries in the Church.  She is the coordinator of the Deacons’ Wives Ministry that 

ensures all preparations are completed for the observance of two ordinances: the 

Lord’s Supper and Baptism.  Mrs. Lockhart loves to talk about the faith and render 

help to those in need.  She is generally a good helper at church whenever needed.  

Mrs. Lockhart is also the Coordinator of the Prayer Ministry.  She says, “we pray to God bringing 

our requests for others and ourselves to Him.  If you need prayers or help call me at 334-887-

7310)”.  Mrs. Lockhart encourages us to pray reminding us of two promises of God: (a) Mathew 

18:20 – For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them b) Jeremiah 33:3 – Call to 

me and I will answer you and tell you great and un-searchable things you do not know (says the 

Lord).  She continues to say  “this is what keeps me calling on the Lord and gives me the desire to 

help others and build their hope in God”.  Also, Mrs. Lockhart is active in the Missionary Society 

Ministry, Church School, Prayer Meeting and Bible Study; and supports all other activities 

occurring in the Church and the Ebenezer District.  What an example for us to follow! 

 
FROM THE DEACON’S MINISTRY 

 

The word deacon derives from a Greek word for servant; hence, the deacons are a serving office in 

the church.  While there is no “job description” for a servant, the nature of a deacon’s qualifications 

gives insight into his duties.  The first deacons performed routine labors in the church, and were 

responsible for promoting harmony among various groups within the assembly.  Deacons may also 

have served in an advisory capacity, and they engaged in spiritual ministries, including preaching 

and church planting.  Thanks to the church for letting us serve. 

                                Amos Lockhart, Chairman 

 

 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY  MINISTRY 

 

The duty of every Christian and duty of every Church of Christ is to seek to extend the gospel to the 

end of the earth.  No Christian or church is exempt from this obligation.  By personal efforts, by 

witnessing for Christ by gifts of money, by prayer, by cooperation, with Missionary Society and 

conventions, by going in person to do missionary work in the community, state, nation and the 

world.  These are from the statement of the Missionary obligation.  The church is commissioned to 

work: Matthew 28:18-20. The need for the church to work is great. John 4:34-38. 

                                        Mary R. Lockhart, Secretary 

                                        Missionary Society Ministry 

. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

ATTENDANCE AND SUPPORT 

THREE GOOD REASONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

1. Bible study.  Feeding on the Word of God is just as essential to the Christian’s spiritual growth as 

food is to the physical growth. 

2. Evangelism.  The Sunday School is the arm of the church that leads in reaching people for Christ 

and the church. 

3. Application.  One important objective of the Sunday School is to lead members not only to 

understand the message of the Bible but to see how it applies to their daily lives. 

                                                 John H. Lockhart, Supt. 

 

 

 
THE PRAISE AND WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 

            
     “Lift every voice and sing….” This month celebrates Black History.  What a great month for the 

Lord to allow the Praise Team to begin its mission of singing for the Lord to win souls to Christ.  

The Praise Team is a new ministry within the church family of Mt. Traveler.  We lead devotion on 

the 2
nd

 Sunday of each month.  This group started by some members of Mt. Traveler, as it was 

placed upon their heart to do so.   We thank the Lord for this new beginning in our church family 

and we invite more to join us on our path to worshipping the Lord Jesus Christ.   If you would like 

to join this ministry see Deacon Randy Driver and Sister Simi Datiri to get the practice times.  

Come and join as we continue to make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  Continue to pray for us as we 

pray for you and remember this is just a rehearsal…..when  we  get  to  heaven, oh  yes, we’re 

gonna really sing! God Bless. 

        

        -Yeipyeng Datiri, Reporter 

 
 
 
 

(334) 821-4040   Pastor’s Office   (334) 821-4018  Church Office 

(334) 887-8693   Pastor’s Home  www.mttraveler.org  Website                 

                 

http://www.mttraveler.org/

