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For 

Reverend Benjamin C. Datiri, Pastor 
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Sister Earnestine Robinson 
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-Theme- 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad 

tiding of good things.  Romans 10:15 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Beloved: 

Sister Datiri and I want to thank and appreciate you for the opportunity to serve God here at 

Mt Traveler for the past two years.  It has been challenging and yet gratifying as the Lord leads us 

by faith day by day.  We look forward with faith to serve you for many more years as long as the 

Lord allows us to do so.  The changes in lives of members of Mt Traveler have been positive.   

Indeed as we work to fulfill our mission statement of being a “caring Church with ministries, 

Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man, we 

believe God will transform us into the persons He created to be.   

This January we launched our Outreach Ministry.  The growth of the outreach ministry is my 

heart’s deepest desire.  As we reach out in love to the least fortunate persons in our community 

remember we are doing it unto the Lord Jesus (Matthew 25:31-46).  And so beginning January 

2006, we teamed up with Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church, Opelika in the prison ministry.  

With greater participation from Mt Traveler members in the near future we hope to complement the 

efforts of Greater Peace.  Currently, I am the only one from Mt Traveler teaming with Greater Peace 

to visit and minister to inmates at the Lee County Jail on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays each month.  The 

goal is for Mt Traveler to pick up the slack and minister in this prison ministry on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Sundays.  Therefore pray and if God is calling your into this ministry, please register your name 

with Pastor Datiri as soon as possible.  Following that you will be educated and given orientation on 

how to go about this ministry.  With time we shall expand the outreach ministry to hospital and 

nursing home visitations, meeting the physical needs of the least fortunate in our community, 

recreation ministry, and evangelism as more members enlist to participate in the outreach ministry.  

The puppetry and drama ministries are asked to stay prepared to get involve in a greater dimension 

in our outreach ministry.  And we are pleased that the puppetry ministry an opportunity to attend a 

puppetry workshop at Frazier Memorial Church in Montgomery on February 3-4, 2006.  From its 

report, the puppetry ministry members learned and gained some knowledge about the ministry that 

they would be implementing here at Mt Traveler.  

Our spring revival this year has been scheduled for the week following the 3
rd

 Sunday in 

April.  The dates are April 17-19, 2006 and Pastor Mark Lee of Bell Baptist, Auburn has accepted 

our invitation to come back this year.  The theme will be “Christians: Live to please God”.  The 

scriptural reference for this theme is – “In Him we live, move and have our being” (Acts 17:28, 

NIV).  Pray for Pastor Lee and yourself that God will truly revive you, Mt Traveler and our 

community.    

Finally, continue to pray for me as I pray for you.  Also, pray that we at Mt Traveler will 

make ourselves available for the Master’s use so that we will become passionate for God in ministry 

and compassionate in ministering to people.  I love you and I am praying for you as well.  Remain 

blessed! 
 

           B.C. Datiri, PhD 

             Pastor 
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Missionary Ministry 
 

 Through our Pastor and by the Spirit of God, I have been given the opportunity to serve as a leader of 

the Missionary Ministry. 

 I have always served under the leadership of different ministries. Under these leaderships, I learn that 

a good leader must be willing to use his or her gifts and abilities that God have given us in a manner that 

pleases our Lord and must constantly study and meditate to become well versed in the doctrines of God’s 

word. 

 I thank God for the leaders that work with the Missionary Ministry.  Our mission is all the same-to 

tell others about the love of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Our goal is to reach the poor and needed, visit the sick 

and shut-in, teach young women in daily pray and meditation. It is not about us but about God.  

 We strive to create a feeling of friendship and family fellowship because the church is a family.  Our 

purpose is to glorify God in everything we do.  As the Church grows so will our mission. 

 

                                                                                                    Annie J. Lockhart 

                                                                                                    Leader 

 

 

 

Church Calendar 
 

February 19         2:00 P.M.  Pastor’s Anniversary and Appreciation Program 

               22          6:00 P.M. Family Night 

                             7:30 P.M. Adult Choir Rehearsal 

               25          3:00 P.M. Adult Choir Rehearsal 

               26          Youth Forum, Women’s Ministry, Laymen Ministry 

                                       (Following Morning Worship) 

                              Annual Black History Program 

                                       (During Morning Worship) 

 

March      1           6:00 P.M.Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

                4            8:30 A.M. Annual Deacons, Deacons’ Wives and Trustee Program 

                              12:00 noon Matrons Meeting (Sis. Lula Gullatte Home) 

                8           6:00 P.M. Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

               11          9:00 A.M. Ebenezer District 2
nd

 Sat. Board Meeting 

         13-15          6:30 P.M. Ebenezer District Seminar 

      Rev. B. C. Datiri, PhD - Presenter 

              16           Southeast District State Board Meeting (Ozark, Alabama) 

              18           3:00 P.M. Mass Choir Rehearsal 

              19           2:00 P.M. Annual Men’s Day Program 
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Puppet Ministry 
Reported by  Donnie Jacobs  and  Teyei  Datiri 

 

  During the first weekend of February, a representative group of the puppetry ministry took 

a trip to Montgomery for the Puppetry Festival held at Frazier United Methodist Church.  This was 

a wonderful learning experience for those who have been in the puppetry ministry and for those 

who were new to this ministry.  “As a new member of the puppetry ministry, I was delighted to 

attend the trip.   I learned a lot during the trip and tried to absorb as much as possible.  I enjoyed 

learning more about the ministry of puppets, and meeting and making new friends.  From the ride to 

the conference, to participating at the conference, to the ride home, the whole trip was a great 

experience for me. I can’t wait to show the church body all the new things that we learned at the 

conference!” (Bro. Donnie Jacobs)  “Being in the puppet ministry for about a year, I can testify that 

the festival was beneficial to the whole puppetry ministry.  I personally learned new techniques (use 

of black light, puppet movement and choreography) that will aid this ministry in the near future.” 

(Bro. Teyei Datiri) The puppetry ministry would like to give special thanks to our church for 

supporting us financially and spiritually for this trip and also to Sis Rufus for her vision of having a 

puppetry ministry.  We hope and pray that this ministry will touch lives to draw close to Christ.    

 

 “Lift Every Voice and Sing with the Praise Team” 
  

 Black history month is a time for us as African Americans to reflect on our history.  The 

way we sing has played a huge part in our history. Back in the day, people would pour out their 

emotions by singing in acapella (meaning singing without instruments), tapping their feet, and 

clapping their hands to the rhythm of their hearts. 

 This month the praise team focused on singing songs in acapella with the congregation to 

bring back the history of singing.  Devotion started with the song “The Great Camp Meeting”, 

which encourages us as African Americans/Christians to keep running our race and not get weary 

for there is a great camp meeting in the Promised Land.  The second song was “Swing Low, Sweet 

Chariot”, which allowed us to know that one day that Chariot will come and take us home.  

Devotion ended with “Wade in the Water”, which allowed us to know that God is with us 

throughout this journey call life and He will take us to the Promised Land.  After the sermon the 

Praise Team led the congregation with “We Shall Overcome”, which allowed us to know that the 

Lord is on our side, the truth shall set us free, and we shall live in peace someday. (Continued on 
page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4 -Praise Team) 
 

 Right now the praise team is growing and consists of 10 members.  The members are Simi 

Datiri, Teyei Datiri, Yeipyeng Datiri, Randy Driver, Jatavius Lockhart, Timothy Lockhart, Cytine 

Milner, Tamarcus Milner, Xavier Milner, and Rodney Williams.  As you can see, we consist of 

people of different ages and welcome anyone who is interested to please feel free to join us on the 

2
nd

 Sunday of each month as our goal is to encourage the congregation to lift every voice and sing in 

praises/ worship to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

                                                                                                                      Simi Datiri 

                                                                                                                        Reporting 

 

Black History 

Month 
( Excerpts from letter written by Sis. Robbie Trimble -1991 Black History Program) 

 

Dear Fellow Christians, 

   As Afro-Americans begin the decade of the 1990’s, we 
are entitled to be proud of who we are and of what we 
have done. Our ancestors not only endured the nightmare 
of slavery, they lit a candle in the dark.  The light from 
their candles continue to illuminate our lives and brighten 
our world.  We owe them honor.  They are entitled to 
recognition.  Our children must be made aware of their 
contributions.  The achievements of yesterday must become 
the driving force for the dreams we hold today. 
 Although our journey to equality is not complete, we 
are grateful to those whose efforts have brought us thus far 
on our way. We thank all of you for your efforts and 

accomplishments. In someway each of them helped move us 
closer to full equality and gave us a reason to feel proud. 
 It is my hope that this Black History celebration will 
inspire us to continue to strive for excellence.  Each of us 
can make a difference and thereby help pave the way of 
progress.  It is not enough to record our history.  It is not 
enough for us to simply study our history. Each of us must 
strive to make history. 
 The struggle continues. This moment belongs to us.  
Our efforts will become our children’s legacy. 
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Black History 

Recognizing “First” in Chambers, Lee and Tallapoosa Counties 

 
Mr. Amos Lockhart, Sr.        First Black to transport the mail from Waverly Post Office to Train  

                                               Station, 1966. First black to integrate the Waverly Nutrition Center. 

Mr. John A. Harris                First Black City Councilman, Opelika, Alabama 

Mr. Frank G. Holley             First Black Mayor of Camp Hill, Alabama 

Mr. Roy Lee Jackson            First Black Major League Player from Opelika, Alabama 

Mrs. Evelyn Jones                 First Black member of the Tallapoosa County Board of Education 

Mr. Henry Jones                    First Black to run for City Council, Opelika, Alabama 

Capt. John Lockhart              First Black Captain of the City of Auburn Police Department 

Mrs. Mary R. Lockhart         First Black Woman Poll Worker, Beat 10, Waverly Area. First Black 

                                                   to integrate the Waverly Nutrition Center. 

Mr. Lewis Martin, Jr.            First Black  NAACP president of the first NAACP branch in Tallapoosa 

                                                   County for 20 years. 

Mrs. Gwendolyn Mills          First Black in graduating class, Opelika High School 

Ms Andrea Mosley                First Black majorette, Dadeville High School Sound of Gold Band, and 

                                                     head majorette 

Mr. Willie B. Harris              Waverly store hires first black cashier 

Mr. Robert Lockhart              First Black Waverly native to attend all white Lafayette High School 

Mr. Roger Woody                  First Black Man to vote in Beat 10, Chambers County 

Rev. Leonard Bryant              First and only Black to be in the Centennial Celebration 

Rev. Larry Patterson              First Black member, Lee County Board of Education 

Mr. Robert Oliver                  First and only Black Voters League President in Tallapoosa County 
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                                                     Thirty (30) years of service 

Mrs. Jessie Sims                     First Black Councilwoman for the City of Camp Hill, Ala. 

Maj. Cary Tolbert                   First Black Major of Lee County Sheriff’s Department 

Mr. Angelo Trimble               First Black State Court Administrator appointed June, 1978 

Mr. Horace Trimble Jr.          First Black Band Director, Beauragard High School 

Dr. Paul Waddy                      First Black member of the East Alabama Medical Center Board of 

                                                        Directors 

Mrs. Mary S. Trimble             First Black Masters Degree Graduate of the West Georgia College  

                                                        School of Business 

Mrs. Ruth Trimble                  First Black purchasing agent, Ampex (Quantegy) Corporation 

Mrs. Gloria Williams              First Black Teller for the Dadeville Bank, Camp Hill Branch 

***First to Integrate Waverly High School-Loretta Lockhart Pink, Diane Maddox, Wilbur Wood,                     

                  Rozell Lockhart, Billie Hutchinson, Willie C. Lockhart, James Carlisle and Brenda Warren 

Dr. Sylvia T. Bozeman           1991 –Only Black member on the Board of Governors for the 30,000 

                                                 Members Mathematics Association of America 

Ms. Gloria Morgan                 First Black Flag Barrier, Opelika High School Band 

Mrs. Lynde Payne                  First Black Accountant, Johnson Gallaries, Opelika, Alabama 

Rev. B.C. Datiri, PhD     2004 – First Nigerian born to be Pastor in Ebenezer District, AL 
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The Wise Woman Builds Her Home 
 

There are eleven qualities pictured by the Wise Woman of Proverbs 31:10-31.  They are virtuous, 
trustworthy, energetic, physically fit, economical, unselfish, prepared, honorable, 
prudent, lovable, and God-fearing. 
These express timeless truth and wisdom and should cause us to think how we might apply these 

divine principles, these skills, in our own life situations every day.  The personal application of 

these biblical principles should guide our decisions and actions.  They help us to develop a stable 

and honest reputation (Matthew 25:21, 23). And when accompanied by humility, unselfishness, 

gentleness, mildness, and patience, we are able to bear (sorrow, pain, despair, etc.) with others and 

make allowances for others, thus showing a godly characteristic and behavior (Ephesians 4:1-2; 1 

Corinthians 10:31). These qualities show our trust in our heavenly Father and affirm that He is a sun 

and shield: He gives grace and glory, and there is no good thing that He withholds from us if we 

walk uprightly (Psalm 37:3-4: Proverbs 3:5-6; Jeremiah 29:11-13: Psalm 84:11). Do you know your 

Christian assets and liabilities? Do you know what is suitable, proper, and fit to meet conditions, 

circumstances, purposes, and demands you may be confronted with daily?  Godliness is profitable 

for all things (1 Timothy 4:8) and the Holy Spirit will not empower a spiritually dirty vessel (1 

Corinthians 6:19-20). Unfortunately we live in a society that is built upon wealth, which causes us 

to undergo financial challenges everyday.  These we seek to combat with a financial reserve, but 

God word tells us that if we have not built a spiritual reserve for emotional challenges—we are not 

ready to combat Satan (Matthew 4:1-11). However, it is much better not to have fear because we are 

prepared.  Younger sisters need only but look at the older, more mature sisters in our congregation 

with their spiritual attitude, generosity, and wisdom to learn what it is to be a Wise Woman (Titus 

2:3-5, 1 Corinthians 11:1). 

                                                   Sister Debra D. Johns 

                                                   (Women’s Ministry) 

 

 

    HAPPY BIRTHDAY                                 Family Night 
                           March                                        Wednesday, February 22, 2006 

Teyei Datiri                                  2                6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Mary S. Trimble                         11 

Ruth Trimble                              22 

Kitzi Johnson-Reid                     22 

Mary Lee Lockhart                     28 

Lula Gullatte                               28 

Sandra P. Slaughter                     31 
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                (334) 821-4040   Pastor’s Office                          (334) 821-4018    Church Office 

                (334) 887-8693   Pastor’s Home                          www.mttraveler.org  Website 

     Email:  pastordatiri@mttraveler.org  

http://www.mttraveler.org/
mailto:pastordatiri@mttraveler.org

