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FROM THE 
PASTOR’S 

DESK 
Beloved Church Family: 

The Christmas season is 

here and we greet you all in the 

precious Name of Jesus Christ.  He 

is the reason for this season!  As we 

hear the Christmas carols, see the 

Christmas lights and decorations of 

all kinds including the Nativity 

scenes, let us reflect on what 

Christmas is all about.  Christmas 

is the celebration and commemora-

tion of the birth of Jesus Christ.  He 

was born to a virgin named Mary 

who was engaged to a righteous 

man named Joseph – who both 

found favor with God to be the 

earthly parents of Jesus.  The name 

Jesus means savior for He came to 

save His people from their sins.  So 

Christmas is about righteousness 

and finding favor with God.  If you 

are not saved, I pray that you will 

be saved this Christmas season and 

find favor with God. 

Also, the coming of Jesus 

Christ into the world at that first 

Christmas brought joy, peace and 

goodwill to all men.  As part of our 

Christmas celebrations this year at 

Mt Traveler about 40 members 

went out for Christmas caroling 

after morning worship on Decem-

ber 9, 2007.  First we had a great 

time of fellowship as we ate lunch 

together prior to the caroling.  We 

visited the following ten (10) senior 

members of the church to sing 

Christmas carols to them and pre-

sent them with gift-tokens for the 

Christmas: Sister Josephine Allen 

of Opelika; Brother Calvin Patter-
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son and Sister Martha Holston of 

Laochapoka; Sisters Florence 

Knight, Mary Lee Lockhart, Fannie 

Partrick, and Cindy Scott of Wa-

verly; and Sisters Rosie Hughes, 

Mae Hughes, and Robbie Trimble 

of Camp Hill.  All these brethren 

were elated to see so many Church 

members and friends come out to 

sing Christmas carols to them.  

They were filled with joy as they 

sang along with us with positive 

emotions of joy: Smiles, laughter 

and some tears of joy.  Some were 

particularly more elated to have 

their pastor come along with the 

group caroling. In fact, this year it 

was not only the choir members 

and children that participated in the 

caroling but adults also that includ-

ed five deacons, some friends and 

the pastor.  Oh, we had a wonderful 

time! 

The Christmas celebra-

tions will continue tonight, Decem-

ber 16, 2007 at 6:00 PM with our 

Christmas program featuring the 

Mt Traveler Mass Choir, the Drama 

and Puppetry ministries.  Invite 

your friends, relatives, associates 

and neighbors.  However, prior to 

the Christmas program and imme-

diately after morning worship, 

members are required to stay for a 

presentation and approval of the 

2008 budget for the Church.  It is 

also imperative to plan to be pre-

sent at the fifth (5
th

) Sunday wor-

ship, December 30, 2007 at the 

Ebenezer District Center, Cam Hill 

at 2:00 PM.  This year this worship 

falls two days before the New 

Year.  I am sure it will be a time of 

praises for this year and prayers for 

the coming year.  Also, keep in 

mind the Annual Mt Traveler’s one 

week period of fasting and prayers 

for the year 2008.  This will occur 

from January 7-13, 2008. 

Pray for me as I pray for 

you, especially for the great things 

that God has for us in the coming 

year.  Beginning Sunday, January 

6, 2008 all members are asked to 

please attend membership class for 

six to eight Sundays.  This class 

will hold during the Sunday school 

hour, 8:30 – 9:15 AM each Sun-

day.  New members as well as in-

tended new members are invited 

too.  Also, in January 2008 I will 

hopefully begin our evangelism 

class to get us prepared and ready 

for the evangelism outreach and 

necessary follow up of new con-

verts to mature them unto disciple-

ship.  I love you and wishing eve-

ryone a Merry Christmas and a 

Prosperous 2008 (New Year).  Re-

main blessed! 

  

In His service, 

Rev. B. C. Datiri, PhD 

Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

THE FOUR 

BLESSED 

LOOKS 

 
Look back and 
Thank God. 
 
Look forward and 
Trust God. 
 
Look around and 
Serve God. 
 

Look within and Find 
God!" 
 
"I asked God, 'How 
do I get the best out 
of life?'   God said, 
'Face your 
past without re-
grets.  Handle 
your present with 
confidence.  Prepare 
for the future 
Without fear.' 
 
Without God, our 
week is:  
Mournday,  
Tearsday,  
Wasteday,  
Thirstday,  
Fightday,  
Shatterday & 
Sinday 
So, allow Him to be 
with you every day!" 
 
"Life is short, so for-
give quickly.  Believe 
slowly. Love truly. 
Laugh uncontrolla-
bly.  
Never regret any-
thing that makes 
you happy.  And 
have a wonderful 
journey!!!" 
  

By: 
Felicia A. Webb Foster 
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THE LORD’S 
BASEBALL GAME 
 

 

 
 
 

Freddy and the Lord stood 
by to observe a baseball 
game.  The Lord's team 
was playing Satan's team.  
 
 
The Lord's team was at 
bat, the score was tied 
zero to zero, and it was 
the bottom of the 9th in-
ning with two outs. They 
continued to watch as a 
batter stepped up to the 
plate named 'Love.'  
 
Love swung at the first 
pitch and hit a single, be-
cause 
" Love never fails."  
 
 
The next batter was 
named Faith, who also 
got a single because Faith 
works with Love...  
 
 
The next batter up was 
named Godly Wisdom. 
Satan wound up and threw 

the first pitch.  
 
Godly Wisdom looked it 
over and let it pass: Ball 
one.  Three 
more pitches and Godly 
Wisdom walked because 
he never swings at what 
Satan throws.  
 
 
The bases were now load-
ed.  The Lord then 
turned to Freddy and told 
him He was now 
going to bring in His star 
player. Up to the plate 
stepped Grace... Freddy 
said, "He sure doesn't look 
like much!" 
 
 
Satan's whole team re-
laxed when they saw 
Grace... 
 
 
Thinking he had won the 
game, Satan wound up 
and fired his first pitch. 
 
 
To the shock of everyone, 
Grace hit the ball harder 
than anyone had ever 
seen! But Satan was not 
worried; his center fielder 
let very few get by.  
 
He went up for the ball, 
but it went right through 
his glove, hit him on the 
head and sent him crash-
ing on the ground;  
the roaring crowds went 
wild as the ball continued 
over the fence . . . for a 

home run!  
 
 
The Lord's team won!  
 
 
The Lord then asked Fred-
dy if he knew why Love, 
Faith and Godly Wisdom 
could get on base but 
couldn't win the game. 
Freddy answered that he 
didn't know why. 
 
 
The Lord explained, "If 
your love, faith and wis-
dom had won the game, 
you would think you had 
done it by yourself.   Love, 
Faith and Wisdom will get 
you on base but only My 
Grace can get you Home:  
 
 
'For by Grace are you 
saved, it is a gift of God; 
not of works, lest any man 
should boast." Ephesians 
2:8-9  
 
 
Psalm 4:11, "For the Lord 
God is a sun and 
shield; the Lord will give 
grace and glory; no good 
thing will He withhold from 
those who walk uprightly."  
 
Submitted By: 
Sherrie Lockhart, Editor 
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The Story of the 
Candy Cane 
 

 
 
Are you thinking, what is so 

special about a Candy Cane 

and how it relates to  

Christmas? Here is how and 

why: 

 

1. The CANDY CANE is the 

shape of a Shepherd's staff. 

Jesus is our Shepherd and 

we  

are His flock. 

 

2. Upside down, the CANDY 

CANE is a "J” the first letter 

of Jesus' name. 

 

3. The wide red stripe rep-

resents the blood Jesus 

shed on the cross for our 

sins. 

 

4. The white stripe repre-

sents our sinlessness and 

purity of our Lord. 

 

5. The narrow red stripe 

symbolizes By His stripes 

we are healed. 

 

6. The flavoring in the 

CANDY CANE is peppermint, 

which is similar to hyssop, 

used in  

the Old Testament for puri-

fication and sacrifice. 

 

7. When we break our 

CANDY CANE, it reminds us 

that Jesus' body was broken 

for us. 

 

8. And if with love, we 

share our CANDY CANE with 

someone it is symbolic of 

sharing  

the LOVE of Jesus Sharing 

and caring, feeling each 

other's needs. 

 

9. The green ribbon on the 

CANDY CANE has been add-

ed to remind you that the  

simplest, truest meaning - 

of the reason - of the sea-

son- 

 

 

“J  E  S  U  S” 

  

 

Why Jesus is Better Than 

Santa Claus 

 

 

San-

ta lives 

at the 

North Pole... 

JESUS is everywhere. 

 

Santa rides in a sleigh... 

JESUS rides on the wind 

and walks on the water. 

 

Santa comes but once a 

year... 

JESUS is an ever present 

help. 

 

Santa fills your stockings 

with goodies... 

JESUS supplies all your 

needs. 

 

Santa comes down your 

chimney uninvited... 

JESUS stands at your door 

and knocks, and then enters 

your heart when invited. 

 

You have to wait in line to 

see Santa... 

JESUS is as close as the 

mention of His name. 

 

Santa lets you sit on his 

lap... 

JESUS lets you rest in His 

arms. 

 

Santa doesn't know your 

name, all he can say is "Hi 

little boy or girl, what's your  

name?"... 

JESUS knew our name be-

fore we did. Not only does 

He know our name, He  

knows our address too. He 

knows our history and fu-

ture and He even 

knows how many hairs are 

on our heads. 

 

Santa has a belly like a bowl 

full of jelly... 

JESUS has a heart full of 

love. 

 

All Santa can offer is HO HO 

HO... 

JESUS offers health, help 

and hope. 

 

Santa says "You better not 

cry"... 

JESUS says, "Cast all your 

cares on me for I care for 

you." 

 

Santa's little helpers make 

toys... 

JESUS makes new life, 

mends wounded hearts, re-

pairs broken homes and  
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builds mansions. 

 

Santa may make you 

chuckle but... 

JESUS gives you joy that is 

your strength. 

 

While Santa puts gifts under 

your tree... 

JESUS became our gift and 

died on a tree. 

 

It's obvious there is really 

no comparison. We need to 

remember 

WHO Christmas is all about. 

We need to put Christ back 

in CHRISTmas, 

Jesus is still the reason for 

the season. Yes, JESUS is 

better, 

He is even better than San-

ta Claus. Merry CHRISTmas 
 

         Submitted By: 

         Teyei Datiri  
 
 

 
 

 

 
MUSIC 
NOTES 

 
 

God’s ways are always 
perfect and following 
them ultimately leads 

to success.  By studying 
the Scripture and ap-
plying its principles, 
we can learn to identi-
fy the Lord’s plan for 
our lives.   
 
God has given each of 
us gifts and talents and 
we must discover and 
use them to bring glory 
and praise to the Lord 
and not to ourselves.  
Though we may dis-
cover and utilize our 
gifts and talents in var-
ious ways, our motiva-
tion should always 
with no exceptions to 
honor holy God. 
 
Members of Mt. Trav-
eler Baptist Church 
congregation are 
blessed with one of 
many talents they truly 
love. 

 
Deacon Timothy Lock-
hart’s first recording 
project is still up to be  
aired on Halleluiah 
104.3 FM, Alabama 
Gospel Homegrown 
with Connie Bryant 
(DJ) anytime.    You 
don’t want to miss this 
beautiful recording.  
Stay tuned…..Timothy 
will have additional re-

cordings available in 
2008. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Timothy !!!!!! 
 
Reported by 
Ruth Trimble 
   
 
 
 
 
 
************************ 
 
 
 
Please continue to lis-
ten to Hallelujah 104.3 
FM, Alabama Gospel 
Homegrown WITH 
Connie Bryant (DJ)  
and VOTE for Deacon 
Timothy Lockhart 
whenever his song is 
played. This is on each 
Saturday night from 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
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PUPPET MINISTRY 

By: Diane Rufus 

 
The puppetry ministry has 

been busy from the begin-

ning of November. Decem-

ber 1, 2007, we were invited 

to the Ease house-they real-

ly didn’t enjoy.  The devil 

got in the music and some 

of the songs didn’t want to 

play and I say that because 

when we practice the music 

played fine.  On December 

8, 2007, we were invited to 

The Church Of God By 

Faith. The people at the 

Church of God By Faith 

said how much they en-

joyed the puppetry and 

have booked us for this 

time next year.  Tickets 

were being given at the 

door and three people re-

ceived door prizes from our 

group.   Timmesia won a 

house phone,  Jamal won a 

game and I won a bible.  

Ms. Johnson told me that 

she was going to present the 

bible to me but my number 

was call and she gave it to 

me then.    This Friday we 

have been invited to the 

Cambridge Place.  Before 

Christmas, I plan to do 

something special for the 

puppeteers. Sister Sandra  

Slaughter asked if we 

would like to participate on 

the Christmas program and 

you know I told her yes be-

cause any time we can per-

form I am ready. 

 

To the puppeteers and par-

ents have a safe and happy 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR CHRISTMAS 
PRAYER 

 God grant you peace at 

       Christmas 

And fill your heart with 

       cheer; 

God grant you health and 

       happiness 

Throughout the coming 

year 

God guide you with his   

        wisdom 

And keep you in his care; 

This is our special wish for 

you--- 

This is our Christmas pray-

er 

              --Author unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

 
 

DECEMBER 

 

Xavier Milner               2 

Cytina Milner               5 

Mae D. Melton            21 

Gracie Lockhart         21 

Pamela Milner            28 

Diane Rufus                29 

 

 

 

 

 

         JANUARY 
 

Walter Moore                 4 

Torrence H. Collins       4 

Jessica Moss                  10 

Tamarcus Milner          14 

Anthony Driver             15 

Regina Trimble             21 

Calvin Patterson           24 
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CHRISTMAS 

REMINDERS 

 
May the Christmas pre-

sents remind us of God’s 

greatest gift----his only be-

gotten Son. 

 

May the Christmas candles 

remind you of him who is 

the light of the world. 

 

May the Christmas tree 

remind you of another tree 

on which he died for you. 

 

May the Christmas cheer 

remind you of him who 

said, “Be of good cheer.” 

 

May the Christmas feast 

remind you of him who is 

the bread of life. 

 

May the Christmas snow 

remind you of the cleansing 

power of Christ. 

 

May the Christmas bells 

remind you of the glorious 

proclamation of his birth. 

 

May the Christmas carols 

remind you of his glad tid-

ings which we are to pro-

claim to all mankind. 

 

May the Christmas season 

remind you in every way of 

Jesus Christ your King.  

  

           Submitted by 

Sheree T. Lockhart, Editor 

Christmas  

Caroling 

   As a part of our Christmas 

Celebration, members of Mt. 

Traveler have been Christmas 

caroling for more than 10 years.  

Each year we go and sing 

Christmas songs and present 

gifts to senior members of our 

church and community that are 

sick and shut in.  

This year a total of 40 mem-

bers from Mt. Traveler went out 

for Christmas caroling after 

morning worship on December 

9, 2007.  This year we had a 

great time of fellowship as we 

ate lunch together prior to the 

caroling.  We visited ten (10) 

senior members of the church 

and community: Sister Jose-

phine Allen of Opelika, Brother 

Calvin Patterson and Sister 

Martha Holston of Loachapoka, 

Sisters Florence Knight, Mary 

Lee Lockhart, Fannie Patrick 

and Cindy Scott, Waverly, and 

Sisters Rosie Hughes, Mae F. 

Hughes and Robbie Trimble, 

Camp Hill. They were elated to 

see so many Church members 

and friends come out to sing 

Christmas carols to them. They 

would sing along and some 

directed us as we sung carols.  

There were smiles, laughter, 

and tears of joy. We were 

happy to have our pastor and 

five of our deacons with us.  It 

was encouraging to those that 

went caroling and the seniors 

that were visited.  Thanks to all 

of the members of Mt. Traveler 

and our friends who took the 

time to bring smiles to a lot of 

faces and joy in our hearts for 

doing this.           

            Matron’s Ministry 

 

 
        

BLACK HISTORY 
November 

 
November 3 – Tennessee 

selects Harold Ford, Sr. to 

Congress 1974 

November 7 - L. Douglas 

Wilder becomes the first 

elected black governor of 

Virginia since Reconstruction 

1989 

 November 9 – Benjamin 

Benneker, astronomer and 

inventor, born 1731 – 1806 

November  11 –Veterans 

Day 

November 12 – Sigma 

Gamma Rho Sorority founder 

at Butler University 1922 

November 15 – Africian 

Methodist Episcopal Church 

(AME) organized in Phila-

delphia 1787. 

November 17 – Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity founded at 

Howard University; 1911 

November 20 - Discrimina-

tion outlawed in federally 

funding housing 1962 

November 21- Shaw Univer-

sity open in Raleigh, NC 

1865. 
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November 29 – Adam Clay-

ton Powell, Jr. civil right s 

leader and legislator form 

1908-1972. 

 

Black History - Decem-

ber   
.   

December 1 – Rosa Parks 

inspires Montgomery bus 

boycott by refusing to give 

up her seat to a white man 

1955. 

December 4 – Alpha Phi Al-

pha, the first Black Fraternity 

founded at Cornell University 

1906 

December 7 – Dorin Miller, 

Navy Mess hall worker, 

downs three Japenese planes 

at Pearl Harbor, 1941. 

December 9 – Executive or-

der establishes Committee on 

Civil Rights 1946. 

December 10 – Dr. Ralph 

Bunch is awarded the Noble 

Peace Prize – 1950. 

December 13 – 13
th

 

Amendment abolishes slav-

ery 1865. 

December 15 – The Bill of 

Rights establishes the rights 

of all U.S. Citizens 1791. 

December 16 – Andrew 

Young, Congressional repre-

sentative from Georgia ap-

pointed to the United Nations 

1976. 

December 18 – Benjamin C. 

Davis, Jr., the first Africian 

American General in the U.S. 

Air Force, form 1912. 

December 19 – Carter G. 

Woodson, “Father of Negro 

History” born 1875 – 1950.  

 

Reported by Ruth Trimble 

. 

 

 

MUSIC  

 
 

 

This year Dr. Jackson helped 

the music workshop organize 

THE BAND, which consists 

of Teyei Datiri introducing T-

BONE. T-BONE is the trom-

bone that Teyei played along 

with Dr. Jackson’s saxophone 

to accompany a lot of the 

songs we sang. We encour-

age everyone to get more in-

volved with the music de-

partment along with getting 

out the instruments that once 

filled the school’s band 

rooms and or football fields. 

Just think how you can help 

improve the choir along with 

instruments; the Bible did in 

Psalm 150:3-5. 

 

PRAISE HIM WITH THE 

SOUND OF THE TRUM-

PET: PRAISE HIM WITH 

THE PSALTERY AND 

HARP. PRAISE HIM WITH 

THE TIMBREL AND 

DANCE: PRAISE HIM 

WITH STRINGED IN-

STRUMENTS AND OR-

GANS. PRAISE HIM UPON 

THE LOUD CYMBALS: 

PRAISE HIM UPON THE 

HIGH SOUNDING CYM-

BALS. And let us not forget 

Psalm 150:6, LETEVERY 

THING THAT HATH 

BREATH PRAISE YE THE 

LORD. 

  

We are still inviting new mu-

sicians to join. So get out 

your old instruments and let’s 

use them for the Lord. 

Let me introduce to you: 

 

THE BAND: 
 

BARBARA ALLEN—

PIANIST/KEYBOARD 

PHEOBE LOVE—

PIANIST/KEYBOARD 

TIMOTHY LOCKHART – 

DRUMMER 

ANDREW          BOLTON -- 

 DRUMMER 

RANDY                DRIVER--  

GUITARIST 

ANGELO         TRIMBLE— 

DIRECTOR 

SIMI                     DATIRI--- 

CO-DIRECTOR 

TEYEI                  DATIRI--- 

TROMBONE 

Submitted By: 

Barbara Allen, Co-Editor 
 

 

Ebenezer District News   
 

Prayer Night will be held 

at the Ebenezer District 

Center on Wednesday, 

January 2, 2008 at 6:00 

P.M. with Rev. M.A. Moss, 

Reeltown Baptist Church 

will bring the message. All 

churches are asked to come 

and worship together on 

the first Wednesday in the  

New Year 
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                 STATE 
 
Alabama Baptist Wom-

en’s State Auxiliary 

Board Meeting, Selma, 

Alabama 
    Wednesday, January 16, 

2007 10:00  A. M. 

         

 

       NATIONAL 
 
2008 Joint Mid Winter 

Board Meeting 

National Baptist Conven-

tion, USA, Incorporated 

Dr. William Shaw, Presi-

dent 

Georgia World Congress 

Center, Atlanta, Georgia 

January 28-February 1, 

2008 

 

 

 

CHOIRS 

 

 

Scheduled Songs 
From: Simi Datiri 

 

 
1st Sunday: 

1. Stir up the Gift 

2. God is Keeping me 

(Sheree or Tina) 

3. Jesus is love (Tim) ---

Musical Selection 

4. Falling in Love with Jesus 

(can be a replacement or 

after sermon) 

  

 

 

2nd                       Sunday 

1. My Soul loves Jesus 

2. I just want to thank You 

3. Lord we praise You 

  

3rd Sunday 

1. He did it all(Mae Doris) 

2. Grateful 

3. Prayer of Jabez(Tim and 

Simi) 

  

4th Sunday 

1. Thank You Lord (Simi) 

2. Showers of Blessing (Fe-

licia) 

3. Anyway You bless me 

(Tim) 

4. I will bless the Lord (pos-

sible) 
 

 

 
 

SCHEDULE 

 
1

ST 
Sunday-Mass 

2
ND

 Sunday-Youth 

3
RD

 Sunday-Mass 

4
TH

 Sunday-Adult 

5
TH

 Sunday-Men 

 



Page 10 

 
 


