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FROM THE 
PASTOR’S 

DESK 
 

Beloved Church Family: 

               Another year has 

arrived with all the opportu-

nities to begin anew and have 

a pleasant and prosperous 

year.  From the depth of my 

heart I wish all of you a hap-

py and blessed year!  As a 

Church we have already kick 

off this year to a great start.  

The membership class at-

tendance on the first two 

Sundays of the year have 

been wonderful.  Members 

have been coming in great 

numbers.  Albeit it is still our 

desire and wishes to have all 

members and potential 

Church members to attend all 

the class sessions at this ini-

tial time so that we can all get 

prepared for what God in-

tends to do for this Church 

this year and the years to 

come. This membership class 

will require eight sessions to 

be completed in eight con-

secutive sessions.  Each ses-

sion will hold during the 

Church Sunday school hour, 

8:30-9:30 AM.  We shall ap-

preciate prompt attendance so 

that we can cover the materi-

als in each session.  Anyone 

unable to complete the eight 
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consecutive sessions is re-

quired to attend the sessions 

missed when we next resume 

the class again.  Attendance 

records are kept for each 

member and potential mem-

ber at each session. 

      The sermon series 

on “A New Beginning with 

Commitment” also kicked off 

to a great start.  On the first 

Sunday of the year we fo-

cused on commitment to 

worship, followed by a com-

mitment to service on last 

Sunday.  For the third and 

fourth Sundays in this Janu-

ary, we shall focus on com-

mitments to tithing and fel-

lowship, respectively.  Your 

regular attendance at Church 

for these sermons will en-

hance your understanding of 

where God desires to take 

Mt. Traveler.  One thing for a 

fact is that God is raising Mt. 

Traveler to a higher level 

with greater responsibilities 

to fulfill the higher standards 

for a healthy Church growth.  

This message is clear in the 

fundamental requirements 

stipulated in our sermons, it 

will benefit you to order them 

from Deacon Randy Driver 

and listen to them.  We are 

therefore calling on every 

member of Mt. Traveler to 

take stocks and ensure that 

we commit towards a healthy 

Church growth.  Remember 

our dual-purpose of existing 

as a Church is to be faithful 

in obeying the word of God 

and fruitful in serving Him 

Let me seize the op-

portunity to thank all Church 

members who participated in 

the recent concluded week-

long Church prayer and fast-

ing.  Indeed, it was a blessed 

week to stand between the 

gap to intercede and make 

requests to God on behalf of 

Mt. Traveler.  Thank you for 

travailing, persevering and 

being resolute during this pe-

riod.  I want to assure you 

that God listened, heard and 

answered our prayers.  There 

physical manifestation of an-

swered prayers may not yet 

be here but in the spirit it is.  

As such as soon as you ob-

serve a physical manifesta-

tion of answered prayers of 

the requests we made to God 

during that period of prayer 

and fasting, please declare it 

and share your testimony 

publicly so that the whole 

body of Christ at Mt. Travel-

er will be uplifted.  

Also, thanks for ap-

proving the 2008 operating 

budget for the Church and 

thanks to those who attended 

the fifth (5
th

) Sunday worship 

on December 30, 2007 at the 

Ebenezer District Center, 

Camp Hill at 2:00 PM as well 

as the Annual Ebenezer Dis-

trict Prayer Night, January 2, 

2008 that raised funds to 

support Selma University, the 

institution that we owned.  

Likewise, thanks to those 

who attended the Alabama 

Baptist State Board Meeting 

at Selma University on Janu-

ary 16, 2008 and those who 

supported the Anniversary 

program for Sister Nellie 

Torbert held Sunday, January 

13, 2008. 

 Please bear in mind and plan 

to attend the Vacation Bible 

School Workshop sponsored 

by the Lighthouse Bookstore 

to hold on January 26, 2008 

at the Village Mall Commu-

nity Room (next to Sears), 

Auburn, Alabama at 10:00 

AM.  Also, the fourth (4
th

) 

“Pastoral Anniversary and 

Appreciation Day” for Pas-

tor/Sister Datiri has been 

scheduled for the third Sun-

day in February (February 

17, 2008) with Rev. James 

Owens, Pastor and the Pleas-

ant Ridge Baptist Church 

family as our guests. Rev. Ira 

Moss, Associate Pastor of the 

Pleasant Ridge Baptist 

Church will be preaching that 

morning. Ministers that have 

come out of Mt. Traveler will 

also be involved on that Day 

with Rev. P. Lockhart, Rev. 

A. Trimble and Rev. M. 

Maddox participating in the 

appreciation program.  

               Continue to pray for 

each other.  Also, pray for me 

as I pray for you, especially 

for the great things that God 

has for us this year and the 

following years.  Likewise, 

pray that we shall have at 

least 12 people to begin our 

evangelism class this January 

(2008) to prepare and get us 

ready for the evangelism out-

reach and necessary follow 

up of new converts to mature 

them for discipleship.  Re-

main blessed! 

              

         In His service,  

         Rev. C. C. Datiri, PhD 

         Pastor 
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Vacation Bible   
School 

Workshop 
 

 
 

Saturday, January 26, 2008 at 

10:00 AM at the Village Mall 

Community Room (next to 

Sears), Auburn, Alabama     
 

         

The 4th 

Anniversary and 

Appreciation 

Program 

For 
Pastor & Sister 

Datiri 

 
 

Sunday, February 17, 2008 

at 2:00 PM Rev. James Ow-

ens, Pastor and the Pleasant 

Ridge Baptist Church fami-

ly as our guest. 

 

Rev. Ira Moss, Associate 

Pastor of Pleasant Ridge 

Baptist Church will deliver 

the Morning Message dur-

ing Morning Worship. 

 

Ministers who have come 

out of Mt. Traveler will also 

be involved on that Day 

with Rev. Phelix Lockhart, 

Rev. Anton Trimble and 

Rev. Monta Maddox partic-

ipating in the appreciation 

program. 

 

  

A Pastor’s 
Job 

 

 
 

The Pastor teaches, but 

must solicit his own classes.  

He heals, but he does it 

without pills, medicine, or 

scalpel.  He is sometimes a 

lawyer, often a social work-

er, something of an editor, a 

bit of philosopher and en-

tertainer, a salesman, a 

decorative piece for public 

functions, and a student 

and scholar. 

 

He visits the sick, marries 

people, buries the dead, 

comforts the sorrowing, 

admonishes sinners, and 

encourages the weary.  He 

plans programs, appoints 

committees, and spends 

considerable time helping 

people with their difficul-

ties.  On top of all this, he 

prepared a sermon and 

preaches it on Sunday to 

faithful members of the 

congregation.  Then on 

Monday he smiles when 

some person slaps him on 

the back and says, “One 

day a week. What a job!” 

  
                         Editor 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH 
MINISTRY 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 24, 2008 

– Black History Program. 

 

Sunday, March 23, 2008 –

Sunrise Service and Easter 

Program.   

 

The Youth Ministry and 

Drama Ministry will pre-

sent our Easter Program 

during Sunrise Services and 

also our Black History Pro-

gram. 
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CHOIRS 
 

 

Thanks to the Mass 
Choir for supporting 
the Anniversary Pro-
gram for Sis. Nellie 
Torbert held Sunday, 
January 13, 2008.  The 
program was a success. 
 
The Mass Choir is invit-
ed to sing two selec-
tions at a Benefit Pro-
gram for Ms Breanna 
Lockhart, Saturday, 
February 2, 2008 at the 
Nazareth Baptist 
Church, Opelika, Al. 
 
 

PUPPETRY 
MINISTRY 
By: Diane P. Rufus 

 
 

The puppet ministry did real well at 
the end of the year.  We were booked 
from November and all of December.  
We are getting invitations already. 

 

I hope we can go to the 2008 puppet 
ministry festival on February 1-2, 
2008 at the First Baptist Church, 
Prattville, Al.  It says Montgomery, 
Al. 
Puppeteers I am sorry we didn’t get to 
do anything for Christmas but I am 
still going to do something for you all.  
I tell you all the time that I love you 
and keep up with your schoolwork..  
We will need to practice on January 
26 or 29.  We  
Have been invited to Haven Chapel 
Church, Dadeville, Al on February 3, 
2008 at 2:30 PM.  Ms. Ruby Tol-
bert called me and told how good you 
were last year and they were asking if 
we could come back this year. I tell 
you when you go and do your best you 
will be ask to come back.  This minis-
try we do it to glorify God.  That is 
why I tell you to put your all into it.  
To the parents I want to tell you how 
much I appreciate you giving your 
time to the puppet ministry.  We are 
still asking if anyone is interested in 
joining, please come and join us 

 
DRAMA 

MINISTRY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Drama Ministry will be 

participating on the Black 

History Program on February 

24, 2008 and also on our 

Easter Program during Sun-

rise Service on March 23, 

2008.  We will look forward 

to seeing our Youth in per-

formance at both of these 

events.  

Thanks in advance to the co-

ordinators, youth and adults 

who will take the time to re-

hearse and make a wonderful 

presentation at these two pro-

grams. 

 

 

Timeless Joy 
By Teyei Lovet Datiri 

 

 
From January to December-

years cycle in synchronized 

motion  

Just like a revolver 

I ponder if 

My life gets dizzy from it 

 

Only God knows 

How life flows 

Thank God daily for making 

my life go 

Cycles in life are so 

 

Diverse among other things 

There is joy and pain-

Peasants and Kings 

Some get wealthier- Some 

get poorer 

All at the same time – That’s 

the horror 

 

I wonder whether if there 

were neither poor nor rich 

Would it be better or would it 

create havoc 

At any rate-it is what it is 
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And that is contentment 

 

I get joy which is greater than 

happiness 

Because happiness is a result 

of happenings 

If nothing happens 

There goes the happiness 

 

Having hope is my joy 

Having peace is my joy 

Having patience is my joy 

Having love is my joy 

Having faith is my joy 

Having Jesus is my joy 

Because I have the Victory 

No weapons can harm me-I 

will live eternally 

What’s time? 

 

 

 
 

 

EBENEZER 
DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 
February 
Annual District Board 
Meeting –Saturday, February 
9, 2008 
      *Congress of Christian 

Education 9:00 AM 

       *Women Department 

10:00 AM  

       *Association 10:00 AM                   
 

Pastor and members of Mt. 

Traveler are asked to at-

tend this Annual Board 

Meeting especially at 9:00 

AM.    

Mt. Traveler will be hosting 

the Congress of Christian 

Education July 23, 24, 2008.  

 
 
 

Church 
Quarterly 
Meeting 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 10, 2008 

immediately following 

Morning Worship. All 

members are asked to 

please stay. There are sev-

eral things of importance to 

discuss. 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

February 
Randy Driver                 1 

Jimmy Dowdell              4 

John Trimble Jr.            4 

Jonathan Trimble          9 

Timessia Maddox         14 

Simi Datiri                     21 

Alma Black                    26 

Torrance Maddox         27 

Clara Ruth Lockhart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Triva 

 
 

A Clean “Weep” 

 
“Knock knock!” 

   “Who’s there? 

   “Boo.” 

   “Boo who?” 

   “Whaddaya cryin’ 

about?!” 

Okay, okay….of course I 

heard it in the first grade. It 

just goes to show that you 

should never throw away 

an old joke. (Okay, maybe 

we should make some ex-

ceptions.) 

     To assist you in deter-

mining the correct response 

to these questions about 

crying, I’m going to give 

you the correct amount of 

letters for the name or 

word.  (Kinda like “Hang-

man.” Looks like we’re all 

going back to the first 

grade for a while!) 

 

1. “But - - - - - continued up 

the Mount of Olives, weeping 

as he went…and all the peo-

ple with him….were weep-

ing.” 
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2. “Then - - - - answered and 

said, “Why are you weeping 

and breaking my heart?” 

3. “There will be no more  

- - - - -, or mourning, or cry-

ing, or pain.” 

4. “Then - - - - -‘s wife threw 

herself on him, sobbing, and 

said, ‘You hate me! You 

don’t really love me!’” 

5. Jesus wept, over the death 

of his friend- - - - - - -. 

6. “A time to weep, and a 

time to - - - - -.” 

7. After Peter had denied Je-

sus the third time, he heard 

the sound of the   

- - - - - - -, and remembered 

what the Lord had told him. 

“Then he went outside and 

wept.” 

                      

    Didn’t get ‘em all?  Hey, 

it’s nothing to cry about! 

The answers are right tear, 

oops, I mean right here be-

low (Okay-----read ‘em and 

weep!)   

 

Answers 

1. David (2 Sam. 15:30) 

2. Paul (Acts 21:13) 

3. death (Rev. 21:4) 

4. Samson (Judges 14:16)5.   

5. Lazarus (John 11:14, 35-

36) 

6. laugh (Eccles. 3:4) 

7. rooster (Matt. 26:74-75) 

 

Sentence Sermons 

 

 
 

Wise People 
We all admire the wisdom 

of those people who come to 

us for advice 

 

 

Don’t Say It 
There’s nothing wrong with 

having nothing to say-

unless you insist on saying 

it 

 

Wall Builders 
People are lonely because 

they build walls instead of 

the bridges. 

 

Tough Grass 
The greener grass next door  

is probably just as hard to 

cut. 

 

Do It Now! 
Today is seldom too early; 

tomorrow is usually too 

late. 
 

Talked Into A Corner 
A loose tongue often gets its 

owner into a tight place. 
 

Success and Happiness 
Success is getting what you 

want; happiness is wanting 

what you get. 

 

Watch Your Prayers 
Don’t pray for rain if you 

intend to complain about 

the mud. 

 

 

DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR 

 
 
The United States observed 

the birthday of slain civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. for the first time 

on this day, January 20, 1986.   

 

It was signed into law as a 

federal holiday in 1983.  Born 

on January 15, 1929 in Atlan-

ta, King attended Morehouse 

College where the college 

president, Dr. Benjamin 

Mays, had such an impact on 

his life he influenced him to 

study for the ministry after 

graduation.  King later grad-

uated from Crozer Theologi-

cal Seminary in Chester, Pa, 

and earned a doctor of philos-

ophy degree from Boston Uni-

versity in 1955.  Through his 

advocacy of nonviolence, be-

ginning with the Montgomery 

bus boycott in 1955 and count-

less marches and speeches, the 

Baptist minister and world-

renowned civil rights leader 

led a group of Atlanta minis-

ters to form the Southern 

Christian Leadership Confer-

ence (SCLC).  His  life’s work 

made an indelible mark in 

world history.  In 1964 Dr. 

King became the youngest re-

cipient of the Nobel Peace 

Prize.  He was assassinated on 

April 4, 1968, while support-

ing a strike of Black garbage 
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men Memphis.  He is en-

tombed in the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. National Historic 

Site in Atlanta. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


