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FROM THE 
PASTOR’S 

DESK 

Beloved Church Family: 

As we grow together in 

this Christian bond that God has 

created between you and me as 

your shepherd, my wife and I deep-

ly appreciate the way you have 

embraced us into this Church fami-

ly.  We also want to thank you for 

setting aside today to honor and 

appreciate us on this 4
th

 Anniver-

sary of our laboring among you.  

We hope that these past four years 

of serving among you have spurred 

you to greater love and helped you 

to grow to greater spiritual heights.  

By His grace, we shall continue to 

employ our giftedness here within 

the ministries of our Church, as we 

remain faithful in obeying the 

Word of God and become fruitful 

in serving Him.  

Let me say that the work 

of serving Him will be on the in-

crease as we learn ways to be more 

efficient in building God’s king-

dom here on earth.  Like the saying 

that states, “When we know better 

we will do better” we hope to be-

come better in serving the Lord that 

it would result in fruitfulness.  Per-

sonally, I love what is developing 

within our ministries.  I love the 

good spirit of unity of the musi-

cians and the music ministry.  Ear-

nestly, I love the way the entire 

Church is generally catching on 

with the spirit of ministering and 

the desire to have knowledge.  This 

is imperative as our members are 

gaining more understanding that 

the people of God are destroyed for 
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lack of knowledge.  We are grateful 

for the great numbers that are 

showing up for the refresher mem-

bership class since the beginning of 

the year.  We hope to complete this 

class by next Sunday at which time 

we would have understood our 

rights, responsibilities and duties as 

Church members, and know the 

purpose, vision and mission of Mt 

Traveler under this pastorate. 

The change of day for 

Church meetings from Saturday to 

Sundays is encouraging more 

membership participation.  For 

instance, we had a successful quar-

terly meeting on last Sunday.  

Thanks to all who stayed to attend 

the meeting.  Please stay tuned for 

updates on our upcoming activities 

like the workshop on financial 

management, Men’s Day and 

Spring Revival, etc.   Continue to 

prepare to attend the National Con-

gress on Christian Education at 

Kentucky in June.  Coordinators of 

the various Church ministries are 

encouraged to attend relevant ses-

sions to their ministries so as to 

come back with knowledge to im-

prove the ministries.   

We intend to begin the 

evangelism class in March.  You 

will be informed as to the specifics 

in the coming weeks.  Those who 

have indicated interests to be part 

of our evangelism outreach pro-

gram are encouraged to endeavor to 

be present during every session that 

the class will hold.  If you are in-

terested but have not signed up for 

the evangelism class you are still 

welcomed.       

Thanks to all members 

who attended the Vacation Bible 

School Workshop sponsored by the 

Lighthouse Bookstore on January 

26, 2008 at the Village Mall Com-

munity Room (next to sears), Au-

burn, Alabama at 10:00 AM.  We 

are also grateful to all participating 

in the fourth (4
th

) “Pastoral Anni-

versary and Appreciation Day” 
for Pastor/Sister Datiri today Feb-

ruary 17, 2008 at 2:00 PM with 

Rev. James Owens, Pastor and the 

Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church fam-

ily as our guests.  We welcome 

back home and appreciate Minis-

ters (Reverends P. Lockhart, M. 

Maddox and Rev. A. Trimble) who 

have come out of Mt Traveler as 

they participate in the pastoral an-

niversary and appreciation program 

this afternoon.  We extend gratitude 

to Rev. Ira Moss, Associate Minis-

ter with Pastor Owens at Pleasant 

Ridge who is preaching today dur-

ing our morning worship. 

Finally I ask that you con-

tinue to pray for each other and 

also for me as I pray for you, espe-

cially for the Lord to continue to 

lead us in His righteous ways.    

Remain blessed! 

              

         In His service,  

         Rev. C. C. Datiri, PhD 

         Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible   
School 

Workshop 
 

 
 

 

Thanks to all members who attend-

ed the Vacation Bible School 

Workshop sponsored by the Light-

house Bookstore on January 26, 

2008 at the Village Mall Communi-

ty Room (next to sears), Auburn, 

Alabama at 10:00 AM     
 

         

 

 

The 4th 

Anniversary and 

Appreciation 

Program 

For 
Pastor & Sister 

Datiri 

 
 

Sunday, February 17, 2008 

at 2:00 PM Rev. James Ow-

ens, Pastor and the Pleasant 

Ridge Baptist Church fami-

ly as our guest. 

 

Rev. Ira Moss, Associate 

Pastor of Pleasant Ridge 

Baptist Church will deliver 

the Morning Message dur-

ing Morning Worship. 

 

Ministers who have come 

out of Mt. Traveler will also 

be involved on that Day 

with Rev. Phelix Lockhart, 

Rev. Anton Trimble and 

Rev. Monta Maddox partic-

ipating in the appreciation 

program. 
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YOUTH 
MINISTRY 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 24, 2008 

– Black History Program. 

 

Sunday, March 23, 2008 –

Sunrise Service and Easter 

Program.   

 

The Youth Ministry and 

Drama Ministry will pre-

sent our Easter Program 

during Sunrise Services and 

also our Black History Pro-

gram. 
    
 
 
 
     

CHOIRS 
 

 

Thanks to the Mass 
Choir for supporting 
the Benefit Program for 
Ms Breanna Lockhart, 
Saturday, February 2, 
2008 at the Nazareth 
Baptist Church, Ope-
lika, Al.  
 

 
PUPPETRY 
MINISTRY 
By: Diane P. Rufus 

 
 

The puppet ministry at-

tended the 2008 Puppet 

Ministry Festival at the 

First Baptist Church Prat-

tville Alabama, February 

1-2, 2008.  We stayed 

over in Montgomery at 

the Lexington Hotel. 

There were nine pup-

peteers from Mt. Traveler 

went and our group was 

one of the puppet 

groups that performed 

with the Stretch-A-Bellies 

puppet.  I plan to pur-

chase two of these 

puppets of which one 

puppet was purchased 

during the festival. They 

taught us how to use the 

rod on the hand. We 

were told not to use the 

puppet all wild because 

when you are moving 

you don’t walk around 

like you are crazy. Pup-

peteers and parents 

that attended the festi-

val were Jamal Beavers, 

Torrance Harris Collins, 

Noro Datiri, LaMicheal 

Frazier, TeAnna Harris, 

Torretta Hughley, 

Timmesia Maddox, 

Torrence Maddox, Mae 

Doris Melton, Eva W. 

Patterson and Diane P 

Rufus.  

 

I attended the director’s 

class and learned a lot 

that I will be bringing 

back to the group. It 

might sound hard but 

we need to do things 

right. I ask GOD every 

day that the puppet 

ministry be blessed. We 

are still asking for new 

members. This is our 

tenth year with the 

puppet ministry. God 

has blessed us to make 

ten years in June of this 

year. The Puppetry Min-

istry wishes to thank the 

church for supporting 

and sponsoring this trip.  

 
DRAMA 

MINISTRY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Drama Ministry will be 

participating on the Black 

History Program on February 

24, 2008 and also on our 

Easter Program during Sun-

rise Service on March 23, 

2008.  We will look forward 

to seeing our Youth in per-
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formance at both of these 

events.  

Thanks in advance to the co-

ordinators, youth and adults 

who will take the time to re-

hearse and make a wonderful 

presentation at these two pro-

grams. 

 

 

The Wisdom 

Theory 

 By Teyei Datiri 

 

What is a diamond without 

the polish? 

It is potential without the 

shine 

What is talent without 

knowledge? 

It is essence without the mind 

Is it good to take for granted 

and never try? 

Should one be like raw sugar-

never refined? 

I ponder upon these things 

because I realized 

Being wise is relative to time 

 
 

 

 
 

 

EBENEZER 
DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Southeast District Association 
Board meeting will be held 
Thursday, March 13, 2008 
10:00 a.m. at the Old Sardis 
Baptist Church, Union 
Springs, Alabama. Rev. 
Gochett, Pastor. 
 

Ebenezer District Congress 

of Christian Education Semi-

nar will be held Monday-

Wednesday, March 10-12, 

2008 at the Ebenezer District 

Center.  Rev. Michael Heard, 

Dean. Each church is asked 

to represent with $75.00 
 

Church 
Quarterly 
Meeting 

 

 
 

The change of day for Church 

meetings from Saturday to Sundays 

is encouraging more membership 

participation.  For instance, we had 

a successful quarterly meeting on 

last Sunday.  Thanks to all who 

stayed to attend the meeting.  

 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

February 
Randy Driver                 1 

Jimmy Dowdell              4 

John Trimble Jr.            4 

Jonathan Trimble          9 

Jamal Black                  12 

Timessia Maddox         14 

Simi Datiri                     21 

Alma Black                    26 

Torrance Maddox         27 

Clara Ruth Lockhart 

March 
Teyei Datiri                    2 

Michael Foster Sr.         9 

Michael Foster Jr.        10 

Mary S. Trimble           13 

Ruth Trimble                22 

Kitzi J-Reid                   22 

Mary Lee Lockhart      28 

Lula Gullatte                 28 

Sandra Slaughter          31 

 

 

 

500 HRC Sluggers 
Celebrate  

Black History Month By 
Remembering Jackie 
Robinson  
 
02-08-2008 
 
Written by Jim Rednour of  
 
Historians have observed that 
professional baseball is a mi-
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crocosm of U.S. culture; in 
some cases magnifying socie-
ty’s changes and in others act-
ing as a driving force for dra-
matic shifts in the way people 
think, act and remember history. 
So it is only fitting that some of 
the most influential Black Amer-
icans played in the Negro Base-
ball Leagues and/or made their 
mark in Major League Baseball. 
 
 Robinson Erases MLB Base-
ball Color Line 
Baseball's color barrier was 
shattered on April 18, 1946 by 
Jackie Robinson, when Brook-
lyn Dodgers owner Branch 
Rickey - with the support of the 
new baseball commissioner Al-
bert "Happy" Chandler - signed 
the African American player 
Jackie Robinson in 1946. Alt-
hough Mr. Rickey intended Rob-
inson to play for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers in the National League, 
he made his first appearance 
with the Montreal Royals in the 
International League. After a 
single season with Montreal, 
where he endured epithets and 
death threats, he joined the par-
ent club and helped propel the 
Dodgers to a National League 
pennant. Along the way he also 
earned National League Rookie 
Of The Year honors. 
 
Robinson's success opened the 
floodgates for a steady stream 
of black players into organized 
baseball. He was soon joined in 
Brooklyn by Negro League stars 
Roy Campanella, Joe Black and 
Don Newcombe, and Larry 
Doby became the American 
League's first black star with the 
Cleveland Indians. By 1952 
there were 150 black players in 
organized baseball, and the 
"cream of the crop" had been 
lured from Negro League ros-
ters to the integrated minors and 
majors. 
 
According to Robinson’s Dodg-
ers teammate Pee Wee Reese: 

"I don't know any other ball 
player could have done what he 
(Jackie Robinson) did…. to be 
able to hit with everybody yelling 
at him. He had to block all that 
out, block out everything but this 
ball that is coming in at a hun-
dred miles an hour. He's got a 
split second to make up his 
mind if it's in or out or down or 
coming at his head, a split se-
cond to swing. To do what he 
did, under the conditions that he 
saw day in and day out, has got 
to be the most tremendous thing 
I've ever seen in sports." 
 
"What a decent human being,” 
Robinson said, speaking about 
Pee Wee Reese, who befriend-
ed him and supported his transi-
tion into the major leagues. 
“How much he helped me. But 
he refuses to take the credit."  
 
As far as worrying about what 
most people thought of him dur-
ing his early years with the 
Dodgers, Jackie said: “I am not 
concerned with being liked or 
disliked. I am concerned with 
being respected.”  
 
Jackie Robinson got his fondest 
wish and more in the form of 
lasting respect, admiration from 
his peers and fans worldwide. In 
addition to shoving the door 
wide open for thousand so fu-
ture black players (of African, 
Cuban, Puerto Rican, Costa 
Rican, Venezuelan, Dominican 
heritage), Jackie Robinson 
showed that anyone with the 
god-given skills, tenacity, cour-
age and longevity can play 
baseball at the highest level – in 
the Major League.  
 
Willie Mays Praised Jackie 
For Opening The Door 
Dubbed the “Say Hey Kid” when 
he played semiprofessional 
baseball at the age of 16, Willie 
Mays joined the Birmingham 
Black Barons of the Negro Na-
tional League in 1948, playing 

only on Sunday during the 
school year.  
 
Ernie Banks Followed Jackie 
From Negro Leagues 
In 1948, at the age of 17, the 
young man who would go on to 
earn the beloved nickname “Mr. 
Cub” Ernie Banks began his 
baseball career playing semipro 
baseball with a barnstorming 
black team for $15 a game. But 
that didn’t last for long, as "Cool 
Papa" Bell saw him and signed 
him to play for the Kansas City 
Monarchs of the Negro 
Leagues, a team full of eventual 
major leaguers managed by 
Negro Leagues icon Buck 
O'Neil.  
 
Banks, who never played minor 
league ball, jumping directly 
from to the Chicago Cubs, said 
he was greatly inspired by Jack-
ie Robinson.  
 
"Jackie Robinson impacted my 
life tremendously,” said Banks, 
who went on to hit 512 home 
runs and win two MVP awards 
in a Hall-of-Fame career, “So 
much so that I wanted to be like 
Jackie."  
 
Frank Robinson Wished Jackie 
Could See Him Named First 
Black Manager in MLB 
 
When he was named manager 
of the Indians in October 1974, 
Robinson told the media, "If I 
had one wish in the world today, 
it would be that [the late] Jackie 
Robinson could be here to see 
this happen." 
 
And that pretty much sums it up 
for most African American play-
ers in the Major Leagues. 
 

.  

 
 
 
 

                            


