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Beloved Church Family: 

I am grateful the Lord has 

given us another year with a clean slate 

to begin all over afresh.  Last year is 

gone, never to return again.  This year 

has come to stay for now.  Learn to 

forget the things – problems, hardships, 

difficulties and all the storms – of last 

year (2008) and welcome the present 

year with hope for a better tomorrow. 

And because Jesus lives, we can face 

tomorrow.  I truly wish you the Lord’s 

very best.  HAPPY NEW YEAR – 

2009! 

Secondly, I am grateful and 

thankful to everyone who consistently 

supported this year’s week of dedica-

tion in prayer and fasting.  It was a 

fruitful week of meditation and hum-

bleness as we made our requests and 

supplications known to God with 

thanksgiving.  And the Lord assured us 

that this would be a great year for Mt 

Traveler. Therefore, I am looking for-

ward with great anticipation to the 

manifestations of answered prayers 

from this week of dedication. 

Our first Outreach Evange-

lism outing was on yesterday, Saturday, 

January 17, 2009.  Although we may 

not fully know the impact of this minis-

try, we do appreciate all our made ef-

forts to participate.  We shall update 

you on the progress that this ministry is 

making and its impact in our communi-

ty in subsequent Newsletters.  As a 

Church, we are presently revisiting our 

Membership Handbook to acquaint 

New Members and re-acquaint Older 

Members with their rights and respon-

sibilities in preparation for the impact 

the Outreach Evangelism would make 

in our community.  Those desiring to 

become part of our fellowship as mem-

bers or those desiring to understand the 

essentials of Church membership are 

invited to join us in this endeavor.  

Pastor Datiri is using the Sunday 

Church hour (8:30 – 9:30 AM) to in-

struct us.  This instruction will continue 

for the next five to six Sundays in the 

Months of January and February 2009.  

We are please to inform you 

that Pastor Datiri’s fifth (5th) Anniver-

sary and Appreciation Day has been 

scheduled for February 15, 2009.  The 

colors for that day are NAVY BLUE 

and CREAM or NAVY BLUE and 

SILVER. Come and join us in the cele-
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bration of five years of Pastor and Sis-

ter Datiri to honor them.  Slightly over 

a week after the anniversary, Pastor and 

Sister Datiri will travel to Nigeria to 

attend his youngest brother’s wedding.  

Pray for a safe trip there and back.  

While in Nigeria, Rev Phelix Lockhart 

has agreed to fill in for him.  Pray for 

Rev. Lockhart as he comes back home 

to minister at Mt Traveler during this 

period. 

As this New Year is on the 

roll we hope you will all make an all 

commitment to actively get involve in 

the educational ministries (Sunday 

Church School; Bible Study; work-

shops; laymen; women ministry; etc.) 

of the Church.  Also, we hope that you 

will increase your participation in the 

various church ministries that fit your 

giftedness.  We appreciate all members 

attending the compulsory Church 

Membership Class that began the first 

Sunday in January 2009 and ask the 

other members to join in.   

 Finally we covet your pray-

ers one for another that our Church will 

continue to grow stronger with genuine 

love; passion for the kingdom of God; 

and compassion towards people as Mt 

Traveler rides the wave of ministering 

the Jesus way. Pray for the bereaved, 

the sick and shut-in and all in various 

needs.  Pray for my good health the 

MRI indicate that I have a ruptured disc 

that would require surgery to correct.  

Also, pray that God will continue to 

lead me in His paths so that I can be a 

good shepherd.  I love you and I am 

praying for you too.  Remain blessed. 

 

In His service, 

Rev. B. C. Datiri, PhD 

Pastor 
 

 

               
 

HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY  

                          
              JANUARY 

 
Walter Moore             4 

Torrence H. Collins   4 

Jessica Moss              10 

Tamarcus Milner      14 

Anthony Driver         15 

LaMorris Heard        16 

Regina Trimble          21 

Calvin Patterson        24 

 
            FEBRUARY 

 

Randy Driver               1 

Jimmy Dowdell            4 

John Trimble Jr.          4 

ZaKobe Collins             6 

Jonathan Trimble         9 

Jamal Black                 12 

Timmesia Maddox      14 

Simi Datiri                   21  

ZaKwan Collins          23 

Charles Ballard           23 

Alma Black                  26 

Torrance Maddox       27 

Clara Ruth Lockhart    ? 

           
(Please give your name and birthday 

to Sheree Lockhart so we can wish 

you a “Happy Birthday”)  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 ANNIVERSARY  

AND 

APPRECIA-

TION 

 
 
The 5

th
 Anniversary and Appre-

ciation Day for Pastor and Sister 

Datiri has been schedule for 

Sunday, February 15, 2009 at 

2:00 PM.  Rev. M. A. Moss and 

the Reeltown Baptist Church will 

be our guest. 

The color for that day are NAVY  

BLUE  and  CREAM     or    

NAVY   BLUE and   SILVER. 

Come join us in the celebration of 

five years of Pastor and Sis. 

Datiri to honor them. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MEMBERSHIP 

CLASS 
 

 
 

 
Church Membership Class began 
1st Sunday in January, 2009. This 
class will run for seven or eight 
weeks during the Sunday School 
church hour. Please bring your Mt. 
Traveler Church Handbook for this 
class. 
 
 

OUTREACH 
EVANGELISM  

MINISTRY 
 

 
 
The first Outreach Evangelism 
outing started yesterday, Satur-
day, January 17, 2009. Approxi-
mately 14 members participated 
and hopefully  
made an impact in the communi-
ty of Waverly. Each member of 
the ministry was just as uplifted 
as the people that were visited. 
Thanks to all who participated. 
 
The Outreach Ministry will be 
going out each 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Satur-

day Morning –meeting at the 
church at 9:30 AM. 
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Mt. Traveler CD 

 Ministry 

 
 

The CD ministry currently is making 

available for purchase each Sunday 

church service (Preaching & Singing) 

for a donation of $5.00 per CD.  

Also available are past Sunday Ser-

vices, Revivals, and special occasions.  

Make a request today to the CD minis-

try. 
 

Donnie Jacobs 
 

CHOIRS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Choir Rehearsal Schedule 
(Please come and join us!). 

1
st
 Saturday - Mass Choir 

2
nd

 Saturday - Youth Choir 

3
rd

 Saturday - Mass Choir 

4
th

 Saturday - Adult Choir 

5
th

 Saturday - Male Choir 

          

Time: 2:00 PM 

 

EBENEZER DISTRICT 
NEWS     

 
 

District 
 

*Ebenezer District Revival –

Monday-Friday, February 9-13, 

2009 at 7:00 PM nightly to be held 

at the Ebenezer District Center. Dr. 

C. P. Noble, Pastor of the Greater 

St. Mark Baptist Church, Tuskegee, 

Alabama and President of the 

Southeast District State Convention 

will be the evangelist for the week. 

Monday Night-Mt. Traveler will be 

the host church. Mt. Traveler Mass 

Choir will sing, Devotion by the 

Mt. Traveler Deacons and Wel-

come by Pastor Datiri. 
  

*Ebenezer District Annual Board 

Meeting will be held on Saturday, 

February 14, 2009. Congress of 

Christian Education: 9:00 AM; 

Women and Association at 10:00 

AM.  All pastors and coordinators 

of different ministries are asked to 

please be present. 

 

Southeast 
 
The next first Saturday meeting for 

the Southeast District Congress of 

Christian Education will be held 

Saturday, February 7, 2009 at 

County Line Missionary Baptist 

Church, Brundidge, Alabama, Rev. 

Carl Hollis, Pastor.  All Youth Di-

rectors, Youth, Pastor and other 

members are asked to please come. 

          

Rev. Samuel Johnson, 

                   Coordinator 

 

National 
  
The National Baptist Convention 
USA, Inc will hold its Annual Winter 
Board Meeting January 19-23, 
2009, in Nashville, TN. 
  

FAMILY NIGHT 
 

 
 
Wednesday, January 28, 2009 
                   6:00 PM 
 
Please come and bring a dish. 
Let eat and enjoy the fellowship 
with one another. 

 

We have differ-
ent gifts, 

 
  According to the 
grace given us… 

 
If it is serving, 

 
Let him serve; 

 
If it is teaching, 

 
Let him teach; 

 
If it is encouraging, 

 
Let him encourage 

 
Romans 12:6-8 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

 
 
The City of Opelika and the Dream 

Day Foundation will present the 

2009 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Observance Day Program for Lee 
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County Monday, January 19, 2009 

at the Opelika Performing Arts 

Center.  The program will begin at 

11:00 a.m. This is the 10
th

 anniver-

sary of the program. Approximate-

ly 100 young people from through-

out Lee County have been working 

very hard to present an exciting 

program that will honor Dr. King, 

who paved the way for this histori-

cal day.  The program will also 

recognize the recipient of the 2009 

Dream Achiever Award.  
 

An MLK Observance Day Museum 

will also be on display at Greater 

Peace Missionary Baptist Church 

during January. The observance 

day, which is free to the public, 

was moved from Greater Peace 

Baptist Church to the Opelika Per-

forming Arts Center in an effort to 

accommodate as many people as 

possible. 

               ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The 19
th
 Annual Martin Luther 

King Jr. Commemorative Program 

will be held at the Ebenezer Mis-

sionary Baptist Church on Monday, 

January 19, 2009 at noon.  Christo-

pher Senie, attorney at law of 

Westborough, Mass, will be the 

guest speaker. The speaker will 

address the theme: Together We 

Can….A New Day…A New Be-

ginning … A Time for Change. 

              ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

    President-elect 

Barack Obama 
 

 
 

The Inauguration of President-

elect Barack Obama, the 44
th

 

President of the United States  
 

This is the most historic inaugura-

tion in the United States will be 

held on Tuesday, January 20, 2009. 

 
 
Forty-five years after Martin Luther 
King Jr. (right) gave his historic 
speech in Washington D.C., Barack 
Obama (left) accepts the Democrat-
ic nomination for president. 

In the wake of Barack Obama officially 

becoming the first African-American 

presidential nominee of the Democratic 

Party, on Thursday’s CBS Early Show, 

co-host Harry Smith declared: "This 

day, August 28, is steeped in history. 

Barack Obama delivers his historic 

acceptance speech and 45 years ago; 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered 

his 'I Have A Dream" speech. August 

28, 1963, hundreds of thousands of 

people came to Washington, D.C. They 

came to march for jobs, and for free-

dom, and for equality." 

Smith went on to describe Obama as 

the culmination of all of King’s efforts: 

"Barack Obama was 2 years old 

when Dr. King shared his dream. In 

2004, Obama burst on to the national 

scene with a speech that paid homage 

to King and those who came before 

him...Tonight Barack Obama will 

deliver another speech, loaded with 

history and promise. And expecta-

tions are high." Smith also got reaction 

from poet Maya Angelou: "I mean, we 

all know he's going to, in front of our 

very eyes, metamorphose into Martin 

Luther King -- not really, no. He has a 

different background. He has, I think, 

pretty much the same dream. I think he 

had the same dream that any leader has 

for her people, for his people." Smith 

responded by adding: "A dream that 

would become the American dream." 

Smith then wondered: "And if Dr. King 

were alive today?" Angelou speculated: 

"It'd be a lot of 'I told you so, we could 

do this.' To America, not to blacks, 

not to whites, and not to Asians. but 

to Americans, 'I knew we could do 

this.' Amazing, these are really historic 

moments we're in."  

Barack Obama 

victory hailed as 

the realization of 

Martin Luther 

King's dream 

The gospel choir sang "Victory, 

Victory, Victory, Victory is 

mine" as the family of Martin 

Luther King Junior urged the 

massive crowd to join the 

"promised land".  

 

 
 

Christine Farris King, the sister of slain 

civil rights leader Martin Luther King, 

Jr, wipes away tears as Rev Al 

Sharpton and Rev Raphael Warnock 

celebrate at Ebenezer Baptist Church in 

Atlanta, Georgia Photo: REUTERS  

On election night at Ebenezer Baptist 

Church in Atlanta, Georgia, where Mr. 

King was a pastor in the 1960s, a 

"monumental" chapter in the nation's 

fraught racial history was closed.  

Hundreds of African Americans who 

grew up in the segregated south of the 

US burst into tears and fell to their 

knees as Barack Obama was made 
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President-elect of the country forty 
years after Mr. King was assassinated.  

In the streets of his old neighborhood, 

younger African Americans sang and 

danced and cruised the streets of the 

southern state capital blaring their car 
horns.  

Election evening began with a 

candlelight vigil at Mr. King's tomb in 

downtown Atlanta where members of 

his family and key civil-rights leaders 

prayed that they would finally see a 
black president.  

Mr. King, who was shot dead in 

Memphis in 1968, was heralded as the 

man "who made Barack Obama 

happen." Oprah Winfrey, the black talk 

show host, proclaimed that "hope won" 
in Chicago.  

"Tonight we gloat because a man left 

the quiet sanctuary and went across the 

nation to make sure children could do 

what Barack Obama is doing," said the 

Reverend Al Sharpton, the prominent 

civil-rights leader referring to Mr. 

King.  

In the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Mr. 

King's family church, thousands of 

people congregated to watch the 

election unfold on huge television 

screens while being entertained by 

famous gospel singers. Outside police 

roadblocks were formed to control the 

huge crowds gathering to witness 

history unfold.  

The congregation was whipped into a 

fever throughout the evening with 

specially-written songs including "we 

started at the outhouse... going to the 

White House... Yes we can, yes we 

can."  

Mr. King's daughter, the Reverend 

Bernice King, was one of the first to 

call the contest when shortly after 9pm 

she urged the crowds to change their 

chant from "yes we can" to "yes we 
have".  

When Mr. Obama was named 

President-elect shortly after 11pm, the 

church erupted with those who 

witnessed the civil-rights struggling to 

control their emotions.  

Raphael Warnock, the church's senior 

pastor, marked the moment, "Sisters 

and brothers we have moved from 

bloody Sunday to triumphant Tuesday," 
he said.  

"Oh my God, oh my God," said 

Cassandra Mason, a local teacher who 

was fighting back tears, "I never 

thought I'd see a black president in my 

life. Just think what this means to 
children all over the world."  

Mr. King's son, Martin III said: "Our 

father and mother are smiling down on 

us right now. We are on our way. We 

have taken a monumental step."  

The civil-right leader's 81-year-old 

sister, Christine, added: "I'm thinking 

about that night in Memphis when he 

gave that great speech. Tonight, we are 

about there in the promised land."  

John Lewis, a congressman who was 

beaten in Selma, Alabama and spoke 

alongside Mr. King during civil rights 

protests in the 1960s said: "This is an 

unbelievable moment in our history. 

This is a great distance from when I 

was walking across that bridge [in 

Selma, Alabama] 43 years ago when 

we were beaten, left bloody, 

unconscious. Last night something 

came over me, I just jumped up and 

kept jumping up. Tears came down my 
face."  

In the King Historic district of Atlanta, 

hopes had been building throughout the 

past month. In Georgia and across 

America, Mr. Obama's campaign had 

persuaded millions of African 

Americans to sign up to vote for the 

first time. Many queued for up to 12 
hours to cast their ballots.  

Ernest Smith, a 103-year old, was one 

of those who voted for the first time. "It 

felt good," he said. "I wish I had done it 

before but we never thought about 
voting."  

However, the celebrations were slightly 

tempered by results across the south of 

the US. In Georgia – which Mr. Obama 

initially hoped to win – voters actually 

swung towards John McCain. A 

detailed analysis showed that the 

President-Elect actually performed 

worse in the south compared to his 

Democrat predecessors – sparking fears 
of racial tensions ahead.  

Throughout Election Day in the poor 

black neighborhoods of Atlanta, cars 

were driving around with homemade 

cardboard signs in the windows calling 

on people to vote Obama and "change 

now". Even a local drug pusher urged 
passers-by to "smile and vote Obama."  

Velma Pate, a woman who remembered 

the Ku Klux Klan visiting her home in 

Mississippi while her grandfather was 

out on civil rights marches, said: "To 

see his name [Obama's] on the ballot 

brought tears to my eyes. Now, God is 

allowing the sun to shine in the 
darkness."  

Another 62-year old man, called Joe, 

collecting cans for the recycling money 

claimed to have known Mr. King and 

remembered how he was unable to 

cross the highway into downtown 
Atlanta in his youth.  

"It is just amazing, something I thought 

I would never ever see, a guy like me in 

the White House," he said.  

However he sounded a note of caution. 

"But they will shoot him and then there 
will be riots – just like before."  

As the crowds began to disperse, three 

white carnations floated on the 

reflecting pool surrounding the King 

tomb. A piece of paper attached to the 
flowers simply read: "Dream realized."  

By Robert Winnett, Deputy Political 

Editor in Atlanta, Georgia  

 

ATTORNEY'S 

ADVICE - NO 

CHARGE 

 
 

Read this and make a copy for your files in 

case you need to refer to it someday.  Maybe 

we should all take some of his advice! A 
corporate Attorney sent the following to the 

employees in his company. 

 
    1. Do not sign the back of your credit 

cards. Instead, put 'PHOTO ID RE-

QUIRED.' 
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      2. When you are writing checks to pay 

on your credit card Accounts, DO NOT put 
the complete account number on the 'For' 

line. 

Instead, just put the last four numbers. The 
credit card company knows the rest of the 

number, and anyone who might be handling 

your check as 
it passes through all the check processing 

channels won't have access to it. 

      3. Put your work phone # on your checks 
instead of your home Phone. If you have a 

PO Box use that instead of your home ad-

dress. If you do not have a PO Box, use your 
work address.  Never have your SS# 

printed on your checks.. (DUH!) You can 

add it if it is necessary. But 
if you have it printed, anyone can get it. 

 

      4. Place the contents of your wallet on a 
photocopy machine. 

Copy both sides of each license, credit card, 

etc.  You will know what you had in your 
wallet and all of the account numbers and 

phone numbers to call to cancel.  Keep the 

photocopy in a safe place.  I also carry a 
photocopy of my passport when I travel 

either here or abroad.  We've all heard hor-
ror stories about fraud that's committed on 

us in stealing a 

name, address, Social Security number, 
credit cards. 

 

Unfortunately, I, an attorney, have firsthand 
knowledge because my wallet was stolen 

last month.  Within a week, the thieve(s) 

ordered an expensive monthly cell phone 
package, applied for a VISA credit card, 

had a credit line approved to buy a Gateway 

computer, received a PIN number from 
DMV to change my driving record infor-

mation online, and more.  But here's some 

critical information to limit the damage in 
case this happens to you or someone you 

know: 

 
      5. We have been told we should cancel 

our credit cards 

immediately.   But the key is having the toll 
free numbers and your card numbers handy 

so you know whom to call.  Keep those 

where you can find 
them. 

      6. File a police report immediately in the 

jurisdiction where your credit cards, etc., 
were stolen.  This proves to credit providers 

you were diligent, and this is a first step 

toward an investigation (if 

there ever is one)  

 

But here's what is perhaps most important of 
all: (I never even thought to do this.) 

 

      7. Call the 3 national credit reporting 
organizations immediately to place a fraud 

alert on your name and also call the Social 

Security fraud line number.  I had never 
heard of doing that until advised by a bank 

that called to tell me an application for credit 

was made over the internet in my name. 
 The alert means any company that checks 

your credit knows your information was 

stolen, and they have to contact you by 
phone to authorize new credit. 

      By the time I was advised to do this, 

almost two weeks after the theft, all the 
damage had been done.  There are records of 

all the credit checks initiated by the thieves' 

purchases, none of which I knew 
about before placing the alert. Since then, no 

additional damage has been done, and the 

thieves threw my wallet away this weekend 
(someone turned it in).  It seems to have 

stopped them dead in their tracks. 

 
      Now, here are the numbers you always 

need to contact about your wallet, etc. that 

has been stolen: 
 

     1.) Equifax: 800-525-6285 

 
     2.) Experian (formerly TRW):  888-397-

3742 

 
     3.) TransUnion : 800-680 - 7289 

     4.) Social Security Administration (fraud 

line): 
800-269-0271 

 

SPECIAL 

GROCERY LIST 

 

 Louise Redden, a poorly dressed 

lady with a look of defeat on her 

face, walked into a grocery store. 

She approached the owner of the 

store in a most humble manner and 

asked if he would let her charge a 

few groceries. 

 She softly explained that her hus-

band was very ill and unable to 

work, they had seven children and 

they needed food. 

John Longhouse, the grocer, 

scoffed at her and requested that 

she leave his store at once. 

Visualizing the family needs, she 

said: 'Please, sir! I will bring you 

the money just as soon as I can.' 

John told her he could not give her 

credit, since she did not have a 

charge account at his store. 

Standing beside the counter was a 

customer who overheard the 

conversation between the two. The 

customer walked forward and told 

the grocer that he would stand good 

for whatever she needed for her 

family. 

The grocer said in a very reluctant 

voice, 'Do you have a grocery list?' 

 Louise replied, 'Yes sir.' 'O.K' he 

said, 'put your grocery list on the 

scales and whatever your grocery 

list weighs, I will give you that 

amount in groceries.' 

Louise hesitated a moment with a 

bowed head, then she reached into 

her purse and took out a piece of 

paper and scribbled something on 

it. She then laid the piece of paper 

on the scale carefully with her head 

still bowed. 

Then, the eyes of the grocer and 

those of the customer showed 

amazement when the scales went 

down and stayed down. 

The grocer, staring at the scales, 

turned slowly to the customer and 

said begrudgingly, 'I can't believe 

it.' 

The customer smiled and the grocer 

started putting the groceries on the 

other side of the scales. The scale 

did not balance so he continued to 

put more and more groceries on 

them until the scales would hold no 

more. 

The grocer stood there in utter dis-

gust. Finally, he grabbed the piece 

of paper from the scales and looked 

at it with greater amazement. 

It was not a grocery list; it was a 

prayer, which said: 

 'Dear Lord, you know my needs 

and I am leaving this in your 

hands.' 

The grocer gave her the groceries 

that he had 

gathered and stood in stunned si-

lence. 

Louise thanked him and left the 

store. The other customer handed a 

fifty-dollar bill to the grocer and 

said; 'It was worth every penny of 

it. Only God Knows how much a 

prayer weighs.' 


