MT. TRAVELER CARE-SHARE
NOVEMBER 2011
Volume 7, Issue 4

PASTOR BENJAMIN C DATIRI
ASSOCIATE MINISTER REV. CHRIS JOHNS

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

MT. TRAVELER MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
15160 LEE RD 188
P.O. BOX 68
Waverly, AL 36879
Phone:
(334) 821-4040
Fax:
(334) 821-4018

We’re on the Web!
www.mttraveler.org
Contents
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

1

NURSERY

2

Upcoming Events

1

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH

4

ANNOUNCEMENTS

6

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

6

Upcoming
Events


131ST CHURCH
ANNIVERSARY




CHRISTMAS
MUSIC WORKSHOP
CONCERT

Beloved Church Family:
We greet you in the Name of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. The Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year holidays cause us to
reflect on God’s goodness and so our
encouragement for this quarter (Winter 20112012) is on “The Blessings of Giving”.
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From the foregoing discussion in the
previous two paragraphs, the example of Jesus
Christ teaches us that true strength is to give and
not take, to serve and not rule, to nourish and not
devour, to help and not crush, to relinquish and
not manipulate or accumulate. Giving is the
expression of love from the heart to our fellow
man. It exemplifies the character of Christ being
developed in a person. These blessings cannot be
counted in dollars and cents, but have far greater
eternal value than rubies or gold or any kind of
wealth that we can accumulate for ourselves here
on earth.
So I admonish you to recall that the
pilgrims gave a feast at Thanksgiving from a heart
of gratitude and God gave us His Son at Christmas
to redeem us. Therefore, we must purpose in
heart at the turn of this year into a New Year to
give for support of the work of the ministry out of
a heart of gratitude what we have purposed in our
hearts as part of our stewardship to God. We
must give cheerfully and not grudgingly, and
always remembering that it is more blessed to
give than to receive. More so that, “where your
treasure is, there also is your heart!”
In conclusion, I admonish you that in
your worship in giving, you purpose in your heart
to be generous in your giving in order to fulfill Mt
Traveler’s:
ii) Belief that we must evangelize the
world to know that salvation is
through faith in and acceptance of
Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of
God, who died to redeem us and
qualify us into the family and
kingdom of God whose increase
has no end but continuous growth
for eternity;
iii) Purpose of faithfulness in obeying the
word of God and fruitfulness in
serving Him;
iv) Vision of passion for the word of God
and compassion towards people;
and
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i)

Mission of developing loving and
redemptive relationships through
various ministries to change lives,
connect
people
and
create
friendship and favor with God and
man.
Finally, continue to pray regularly for our
Church members that we will walk in the victory
that Christ has won for us; continue to have a
strong, healthy and well balanced growth with
genuine love; passion for the kingdom of God; and
compassion towards mankind as we, at Mt
Traveler, ride the wave of ministering the Jesus
way. Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send
laborers as part of our Church to do the harvest;
for the fields are ripe but the laborers are few.

CARE - SHARE
Pray for the bereaved, the sick and shut-in and
all the various needs of our membership,
especially as we go through various temptations
and crises in life. Pray for my good health and
also that God through the Holy Spirit would lead
me in His paths of righteousness to be the kind
of shepherd He desires. I love you and I am
praying for you too. Happy Thanksgiving, Merry
Christmas and a Happy & Prosperous New Year
(2012) are my wish to all of you. Remain
blessed.
In His service,
Rev. B. C. Datiri, PhD
Pastor

The 131st Church Anniversary
st

The 131 Church Anniversary will be November 20, 2011 at 2 PM. Rev, J.A. Grubbs the
Associate Pastor of Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church, Opelika, Al will be the speaker.
Their Male Chorus will render the music.

Nursery Ministry

The nursery welcomes Benjamin Reid, MaKenzie Black and Raven Melvin (Dave Heard
Granddaughter) who is visiting us from Denver, Colorado.
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE
Psalm 95:1-2 states "Come, let us sing for joy to
the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
Salvation. Let us come before him with
thanksgiving and extol him with music and
song." As a music ministry, it is encouraged that
each member of this ministry uses your gift to
the best of your ability. God deserves your very
best, whether it is singing, playing an
instrument, dancing, etc. Like the song says if
you can use anything, Lord, you can use me.
Allow the Lord to take your hands, your feet,
your voice, your speech, every part of you for
His glory. The Lord has blessed this ministry,
along with other ministries in this local body of
Christ with many talents to use for His glory and
to be pleasing to His sight.

“Come let us
sing for joy to
the Lord; Let us
shout aloud to
the Rock of our
Salvation.”

We thank God for another successful Choir
Anniversary on Sunday, October 23, 2011. We
are grateful for all the guest choirs, groups, and
fellow church members that supported us on this
joyous occasion. Big thanks to Sister Susan
Tatum-Smith and her husband, Brother Henry
Smith from Tuskegee, Alabama for gracing us as
our Master and Mistress of Ceremony for the
occasion. We were also blessed by their
wonderful singing. My prayer is that 2012 will be
an even blessed year for the music ministry. We
are also looking forward to our annual music
workshop with Dr. Reginald Jackson which will
be in January 2012. Keep a lookout in the church
bulletin for more information and exact dates. I
ask that everyone pray for a spirit filled
workshop. I also ask that we continue to
encourage and pray for each other and our
various ministries.
Submitted by
Simi Datiri

2011 Cowboys
Head Coach Charles R. Ballard
The Cowboys finished their season as the 1st place
Champions of the 9-11yr old Opelika Parks and Recreation
League with a 7-3 record! The team was led by Tight End
and Defensive End ZaQuan Collins and Quarterback and
Free Safety ZaKobe Collins!
Congratulations Cowboys!

Thanks to the Red Circles, Y.W.A. Department
The Red Circle and Y.W.A. are doing well. They just performed at the Ebenezer District Center where they
led the song "God has smiled on me". We are soliciting more girls, if there are any, between the ages of 1321. I just keep praying that our girls and young women will continue doing their best in what ever they do,
and remain blessed. I'm very proud of the few faithful young women that I have including the one that has
graduated, Timmesia Maddox. Keep up the good work!!
Red Circle/Y.W.A. Coordinator
Sis Torrence Ballard

Praise Dance/Mime Team
Greetings: The praise dancers/mime team is doing well. We only have four young ladies and they are:
Torretta Huguley, Te`Anna Harris, Timmesia Maddox and Tyra Pitts. They perform on special days and on
5th Sundays. I have been asked by lots of young women and adults if they can join. I'm willing to accept
anyone that wants to join. The mime consists of basically the same young women. We are also accepting
anyone in this group too. Thank You
Submitted By
Sis Torrence Ballard

Page 4 of 8

MT. TRAVELER

Prior to the 8th, parts of the home was removed and rebuilt. On the 8th,
extensive yard work was done. And even a bulldozer was used. A new roof
and siding for the home was also done. Thanks to the hard work of the
community, Auburn Christian Students association and Mt Traveler, the
project was a big success. There is still work left to do, but take a look at
the progress already made.

“But we are
helping families
who are
forgotten and
need help”

Please continue to Support the Evangelism & Outreach Ministry!

On Saturday October 8, 2011 Dozens of
Churches and hundreds of volunteers partnered
with Shane Kyles and The Way 2 Ministries to
show the love of Jesus to our community on a
Day entitled “My Jerusalem”. We built wheel
chair ramps, repaired and painted homes; held
children's block parties and more. The projects
are sometimes not easy and often not
convenient, but we are helping families who are
forgotten and need help.
Richard D. Jacobs
Evangelism & Outreach
Coordinator

.

CARE - SHARE

Mt Traveler was able to partner and aid a local
Camp Hill Family, Daniel and Ruth Spratling.
Behind the leadership of The Way 2 Serve
Ministries, Home repairs to the Spratlings home
began 3 weeks prior to October the 8th. Along
with other local skilled volunteers The Way 2
Serve Ministries undertook one of its biggest
projects yet.
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The Evangelism & Outreach
Ministry
The Evangelism & Outreach Ministry started the
year off very well and actively. Recent activities
include the Prison Ministry‘s outreach and the My
Jerusalem, community project day. The Prison
Ministry participants have continued its visits on the
2nd and 4th sundays and is looking forward to
beginning bi-weekly bible studies. This is apart of
the new ReEntry Program that will soon be
implamented.
Our Back to School Food Drive in August only
generated around 5 pounds of food. We are
planning either a Thanksgiving or Christmas Food
Drive. But, without your paticipation these efforts
will
be
useless.

Ministering To People Everywhere
Creating favor with God, while giving a helping hand
is showing Godly favor toward our fellow man.
A caring church with ministries, connecting people is
showing love to all, for it’s the right thing to do.

Connecting people through friendships shows the
There is a special Evangelism and Outreach insert
love of God, backing our actions by being fruitful in
included in this edition of the CareShare about our serving the Lord.
October My Jerusalem Day participation! Continue
We are to be faithful in obeying his every word,
to pray and support our church's outreach efforts.
passionate in the ministry that is waiting to be
heard.
This is our MISSION, VISION, and PURPOSE that we
would like to share Compassionate in our ministering
to people everywhere.

Submitted by
The Missionary Department
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BIRTHDAYS
November
Bernadette Askew
Mary Webb
Larry Maddox
December
Xavier Milner
Cytina Milner
Mae Doris Melton
Gracie Lockhart
Pamela Milner
Diane Rufus

March 3, 2012
9
13
25

2
5
21
21
28
29

Ebenezer District 2011
November
12
2nd Saturday
Board Meeting 9:00 a.m.
14-17
Alabama Baptist
State Convention, Birmingham, Alabama
December
Board Meeting

10
2nd Saturday
9:00 a.m.
10
Annual Crusaders
Christmas Program 10:00 a.m.
16
Annual Minister
and Minister Wives Dinner Place: TBA ???

State News
2011 Alabama State Missionary Baptist
Convention will be held at the Hopewell
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama
Dr. Edward E. Rodgers, Pastor.
November 14-18, 2011, Theme: Forward,
Onward, & upward in Christ Jesus

Southeast District State News
Department of Christian Education Meeting:
November 5, 2011 Mt. Olive Baptist
Church,
Rev. J. McCauley, Pastor
Smith Station, Alabama
December 3, 2011 Greater St. Mark Baptist
Church,
Dr. C. P. Noble, Pastor
Tuskegee, Alabama
January 7, 2012
Bethel Baptist Church,
Dr. L. C. McMillian, Pastor
Troy, Alabama
February 4, 2012
County Line Baptist
Church,
Rev. Carl Hollis, Pastor
Brundidge, Alabama

April 7, 2011
May 5, 2011
June 2, 2011

First Baptist Church,
Rev. J. Davis
Andalusia, Alabama
St Paul Baptist Church,
Rev. D. McCants
Greenville, Alabama
Youth Rally TBA
Fellowship TBA

Donations: Each church - $25.00 yearly
Each adult $10.00 yearly
Each Adult-$2.00 each meeting
(Contributions can be made Oct-June

ABUSED AND SHATTERED
He pushed my face into the wall when I didn’t bend
to him
He blackened my eyes too many times to name as
my view grew dim
He became my worst nightmare that came to life
For I knew that “JASON” wasn’t real at all
But this Abuser was and he was standing tall
There was no bending to his selfish mentality
I was living in this cold hard reality
There was no strike one, strike two, strike three,
you’re out
The strikes and kicks went on longer until I blacked
out
When I came to I was Black and Blue
My jawbone was shattered too
I lifted my painful body in painful shame
I knew without a doubt that I would never be the
same
He had left me on that hard floor to die as if I didn’t
matter
I rose beyond the pain, I had to leave this life of
being Abused and Shattered…

CARE - SHARE
Bible Quizzles and Quotes
Jairus' Story
Choose the correct ending.
If you need help, check Matthew 9:18-26.
1. Jairus was a
A. tax man B. merchant

C. ruler

2. His much-loved
A. daughter
B. cousin

C. wife

3. had just
A. moved.

B. died.

C. married.

4. Jairus said to Jesus, "Come touch
her with your
A. hand."
B. Staff."
C. robe."
5. Jesus went to Jairus'
A. workshop B. house

C. rooftop

6. and told the crow to
A. be quiet. B. come inside. C. go away.
7. He said, "The girl is not dead but is
A. asleep." B. playing." C. pretending."
8. The crowd
A. stoned Him. B. believed Him.
C. laughed at Him.
9. Jesus took the girl's
A. hand B. temperature

C. comb

10. and she
A. screamed. B. got up. C. rolled over.
11. Soon everyone heard her
A. terrible cough. B. sad song.
C. wonderful story.

Theresa A. Hodge -2011-

Introducing a New Ministry

Christmas Dinner

Hands on Survival Skills: How to start your own
business with basic survival skills. This ministry is
open to anyone that wants to learn: gardening,
sewing, and basic crafting. The coordinator of this
ministry is Brother Lamorris Heard. Learn how to use
what God has given you with your hands. Bring your
unique ideas to life.

Senior Citizen’s Christmas Dinner will be held
Sunday, December 4, 2011 following morning
worship sponsored by MT Traveler Matrons and
members. Please come and enjoy the
fellowship and good food.

Meetings-TBA
Lamorris Heard Coordinator
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Congratulations
To
Mr. & Mrs. Detrick Black

MT. TRAVELER
In the News

Charity Hodge, a Health Science student at Chambers
County Career Tech is pictured donating blood.

CARE - SHARE
CHURCH ON THE MOVE

The Mt. Traveler Van Ministry is up and running.
Earlier this year, the van was dedicated to the
church for the use of God’s work. Some of the
Adult Choir members were the first to take a trip
on one of the vans. The driver for that day was
Larry Maddox. The trip was to Mt. Calvary’s Choir
Anniversary in Hurtsboro Alabama. Walter Moore
solicits your prayers along with monetary
donations for the upkeep of the vans.

Chairman, Walter Moore
The Mt. Traveler Van Ministry

Seeking Rosenwald School
Alumni and Memories

Occie Jefferson and Sheree Lockhart attended one of
Charity’s Games
Remembering Loachapoka’s Rosenwald
School – Deborah McCord, left, and
Barbara Ervin make plans for dedication
of a historic marker to commemorate to
the site of the former Loachapoka
Elementary School.
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Music Notes

G

reetings from the Adult and Mass Choirs. The following statements are included in our
Music Ministry Mission Statement: The music ministry assumes an awesome responsibility
and should not be taken lightly or approached without preparation. The music should be
encouraging and prepares the heart for the word of God. The church choirs are vitally important
in the proclamation of the gospel. The words put to music should always inspire praise,
adoration, worship and action. We make every effort to make sure the musical selections reflect
sound biblical affirmations. When God gives us the ability to sing, we also receive the
responsibility to minister through music.

T

hanks so much to the Mt. Traveler Church Family for your support at our Annual Choirs’
Anniversary Celebration held on Sunday, October 28. Special thanks go to Sister Sheree
Lockhart for her untiring effort in contacting and soliciting commitments from area choirs
and groups to participate on the program.
A total of 12 choirs/groups responded to our
invitation (5 choirs/groups sang on the program). Also, thanks to Brother Henry and Sister
Susan-Tatum Smith, who served as Master and Mistress of Ceremony and a “Big” thanks to all
choir members for your support and cooperation.
We are looking forward to our Music Workshop scheduled for week of January 19 20, 21, 2012
and the Music Workshop Concert will be held on Sunday, January 22, 1012. It is our hope that
the church family and area church choirs and groups will support this event. We will keep
everyone updated as we approach year 2012.
As choir members, let us be mindful; if Satan can get us “Off-message” and “Off-song,” he will
have gotten us completely “off-track.” We will become salt without savor, lamps without lights,
clouds without rain, and sounds without substance.

Submitted by Ruth D. Trimble

