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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Beloved Church Family: 

Greetings in the precious Name of Jesus Christ whose birth we celebrate this season.  

Christmas is a time to reflect on the grace and mercies of God and be grateful for Jesus who 

humbled Himself to be born of a woman and be the Savior of the world and God with us.  

His name is Jesus for He is the savior of the world, saving His people from their sins (Mat 

1:21).  His name is also Immanuel, meaning God with us (Mat 1:23).  So as you rejoice and 

celebrate this Christmas and holiday season, know that Jesus is the reason for the season. 

Another year is fast ending and the New Year, 2013 is fast approaching.  So this is 

the time for reflection and evaluation of our lives.  This is necessary because life is fleeting 

and it will soon pass; only what is done with and for Jesus Christ will last eternity. In this 

winter issue of our Careshare Newsletter, we shall learn from nature to apply it to our life 

because of its many life lessons during each season.  So we can derive physical lessons from nature that are 

applicable to our spiritual seasons.  During winter, plants undergo senescence and some even shade their leaves 

completely in preparation for winter, most plants actually mature, produce fruits/seeds or/and die, except for the 

evergreens.  Plants also learn to produce seeds before winter in order to preserve their kinds for future generations to 

come.  Some of these seeds and/or fruits are harvested by man, others scatter to provide future plants and some are 

stored by animals for the winter.  In addition to this preparation some animals grow fur for survival while others 

store fats to hibernate during the winter. 

This life is a pilgrim’s journey here on earth that determines your eternal destiny in heaven or hell.  I hope 

you will choose to walk with Jesus in the newness of life He provides when you submit to His ways rather than 

yours.  I pray and hope that you will always look beyond the physical and defy the gravity of sin and its attributes 

that attempts to pull you out of God’s grace.  The wages of sin is death (eternal separation from God in hell); but the 

free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I don’t know what “season” you are in your life’s pilgrim journey, but you should be wise enough to 

prepare for your “winter” which will be in heaven or hell.  You know winter can be cold and food scarce if 

preparation is not made before hand.  Prepare for your winter now so that you can be like the evergreens in the 

presence of the Lord forever bearing your fruits in all seasons.  If you are always prepared for your “winter”, then 

everyday would be a day of thanksgiving for you, knowing that God has a great plan for your life.  His plan for you 

is always for good and not for evil to give you a future or hope provided you are living in the newness of life that 

Christ came to give us at that first Christmas.  Moreover He has promised never to leave you or forsake you!  If this  
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be the case, then you do not just wait for only one day in November (the fourth Thursday in November in USA) to 

celebrate Thanksgiving Day because every day would be a day of thanksgiving for you. 

I want you to recall that it was during the fall/winter that God expressed His love to us with the birth of His 

only begotten son, Jesus Christ.  His titles mean much: Jesus – meaning savior for He will save His people from 

their sin and Christ – meaning the “anointed One”, Messiah or King for He is ruler in His kingdom which has no 

end.  “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be 

called:  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the greatness of his government 

and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this” 

(Isaiah 9:6). 

Beloved, rejoice that salvation from sin has come to you so that you can be part of this eternal kingdom 

which has been established by Christ.  Accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior by faith grants you eternal life and 

the passport to His kingdom which has no end such that you will never be afraid of “winter” again.  And as we are 

excited and look forward to 2013, I am obliged to inform you that we shall again start the New Year with our 

customary prayer and fasting.  This time we will devote this time to three days of seeking God’s favor for the year 

starting from January 2-3, 2013.as we dedicate the Year to the Lord and seek His will for Mt Traveler.  I ask for 

more participation from members of Mt Traveler.  Each evening during these three days of fasting and prayers, we 

shall convene at the Church at 6:00 PM to pray and share testimonies and prayer items.   

Finally, be in prayers regularly one for another that our Church will continue to have a strong, healthy and 

well balanced growth with genuine love; passion for the kingdom of God; and compassion towards mankind as we, 

at Mt Traveler, ride this wave of ministering the Jesus way.  Pray for the bereaved, the sick and shut-in and all the 

various needs of our membership, especially those going through various temptations and crisis in life.  Pray for my 

good health and also that God through the Holy Spirit would lead me in His paths to be the kind of shepherd He 

desires.  I love you and I am praying for you too. Remain blessed.  Have a pleasant THANKSGIVING DAY; and 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR (2013) TO ALL OF YOU!!!! 

In His service, 

Rev. B. C. Datiri, PhD 

Pastor 

 

 

CHERUB CHOIR 

 

On behalf of the cherub choir coordinators: 
 

We would like to congratulate the children for doing such an awesome job all year singing praises to the Lord.  They have 
been such a blessing to us and so eager to sing and do what is asked of them.  They have really grown this year and we are 
extremely proud of them.  It is our prayer that they continue with the enthusiasm to praise God. 
 

We cannot thank the parents enough for bringing them to practice and supporting their efforts.  They had the opportunity to 
travel to other churches to sing and they really enjoyed it. 
 
A special thanks to Mrs. Barbara Allen for being so patient with us. 
 
Thank you Mt. Traveler Church Family for your support. 
 
If He had given us a talent to use                      
It may not be the talent we would choose 
But if it’s the think we do best 
Then we should share it with the rest. 
 
Coordinators:     Felecia Foster; Kitzi Reid; Torrence Ballard & Crystal Driver 
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EVANGELISM & OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church 
Winter Food Drive 
 
Date: Beginning Sunday, November 4, 2012 – Sunday, December 16, 2012 
*Conclusion to be held on Sunday, December 16 at 6:00 p.m. during Annual Christmas Program! 
Bring any canned goods and non-perishable items to support the East Alabama Food Bank! 
 
Collection Bins located in the Church Lobby! 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery 
 

 
On behalf of the nursery staff: 
 

We would like to thank the parents for trusting us with your precious babies.  We sing songs, learn bible 

verses, read bible stories, paint, color, play games and of course we eat. 

 

Thank you Mt. Traveler Church family for your support. 

 

I am glad a task to me is given 

To labor at day by day; 

For it brings me health, and strength, and hope, 

And I cheerfully learn to say. 

“Head, you may think; heart, you may feel; 

But hand, you shall work always!” 
 

Nursery Staff: 
Felicia Foster 

Kitzi Reid 

Khadejia Jacobs 

Whitney Jackson 

Jamal Beavers 

Crystal Driver 
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PUPPETRY MINISTRY 
Diane Rufus 

 

 
The Mt. Traveler Son Shine Puppetry was invited September 8, 2012 to Church of God By Faith.  The 

puppeteers did two songs “Victory” by Tye Tribbett and “Ooh Wee Another Blessing” by William 

Brothers and Lee Williams.  One of the puppeteers that perform with us a while back Simi Datiri did a 

great job that Saturday night.  On the Second Sunday in September the puppeteers did “You keep on 

blessing me” by Luther Barnes. 

 

October 14, 2012 puppeteers did a skit about Fear and the God who can overcome it. “Judges 6:12” 

When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.”  
The two puppeteers were TeAnna Harris and Toretta Hughley. 

 

November 11, 2012 the puppeteers did a Thanksgiving skit “Glad I am not a Turkey.” A Lamb and an 

Eagle discuss what Thanksgiving is all about….sure makes you glad you’re not a turkey though!  Psalm 

100. But in Ephesians 5:20 it tells us how to give thanks. Giving thanks always for all things unto God. 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 
 

        December                                         January                                   February 

Xavier Milner           2                     Walter Moore                4             Randy Driver               1 

Cytina Milner           5        Torrence Ballard           4          Robert Lockhart          2 

Mae Doris Melton  21                      Charity Hodge               5            Jimmy Dowdell            4 

Gracie Lockhart     21                      Jessica Moss                10            Johnathan Trimble      4 

Pamela Milner        28                      Tamarcus Milner        14            ZaKobe Collins            6 

Diane Rufus            29                       Anthony Driver          15            John Trimble Jr,          9 

              LaMorris Heard         16            Jamal Beavers             12 

           Regina Trimble           21          Timmesia Maddox      14 

           Calvin Patterson         24          Simi Datiri        21 

           Chris Johns                  25          ZaKwan Collins        23 

                 Charles Ballard          23 

                 Alma Black        26 

                 Athonia Burton           28 

                             Elizabeth Blackwell    22 
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Ebenezer District Calendar 
 

December 8           2
nd

 Saturday Board Meeting -  9:00 a.m. 

         Annual Crusaders Christmas Program -  10:00 a.m. 

                               15           Annual Minister and Minister Wives Dinner Place/Time: TBA 

                                   

                             January   2           Ebenezer District Prayer Night -  6:00 p.m. 

           9          Alabama Baptist State Board Meeting (Selma) -  10:00 a.m. 

                      12           2
nd

 Saturday Borad Meeting -  9:00 a.m. 

               21-24           National Board Meeting, Nashville, TN 

  

     February  9          Ebenezer District Annual Board Meeting -  9:00 a.m. 

                 11-15         District Revival  
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SPORTS SECTION 

 
Demetrius Darden 

4
th
 Grade, 10 years old 

Soccer Team: Cosmos 

 
The Cosmos finished the regular season in 1st place and also won the championship tournament. 
 
Congratulations Demetrius, with Love from Rodney, Alicia and Rodneisha Darden & Grandma Gwen! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Rodneshia Darden 
Age 15, 10th grade 
 
Congratulations on making the Opelika High School Majorettes! 
 
From Rodney, Alicia and Demetrius Darden & Grandma Gwen! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
LaMichael Frazier is on the Auburn Wrestling Team. He won last week at Auburn High School November 
15, 2012. He won the first round Tuesday Night November 20, 2012 in Albaster, Alabama at Thompson 
High School. He lost the last round. Congratulations LaMichael for your accomplishments! 
 
 
 

 

Michael Foster Jr. a student with the Auburn Mixed Martial Arts received his yellow belt in October. 

Michael “MJ” is a Kindergarten student at Auburn Early Ed School.  Congratulations Michael!! 
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CHURCH NEWS 

MATRONS MINISTRY 

Mt. Traveler members will be Christmas Caroling on Sunday (today) December 2, 2012 immediately 
following Morning Service.  We will be traveling from Dadeville to Camp Hill to Waverly to Auburn to 
Loachapoka.  We are looking forward to a blessed evening through the visitation, singing and eating out 
with the all members.  

MATRON MINISTRY 

Senior Citizen Christmas Dinner following Morning Service, December 9, 2012 following Morning Service 
in the Fellowship Hall. Invitations were given to all senior members.  We are looking forward to a 
wonderful time of fellowship.  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Annual Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 16, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. There will be a play, 
singing, poems and food. Please come and enjoy the Cherubs, Youth and Young Adult in performance. 

 

 
Apples of Gold 

(Meekness) 

When success turns a person’s head, he is facing failure. 

To admit I have been in the wrong is but saying that I am wiser today than I was yesterday. 

The best thing for gray hair is a sensible head. 

When young, consider that one day you will be old and when old, remember you were once young. 

Investment in knowledge pays the best interest. 

An open mind leaves a chance for someone to drop a worthwhile thought in it. 

                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GET SERIOUS ABOUT CHURCH MANNERS 

Visitation 
        When visiting the sick, go with a pleasant attitude.  Do not go on a day when you do not feel well.  
Your purpose is to encourage the sick person, so you will want to be at your best. Do not bring up 
unpleasant subjects and keep your visit short. Share a scripture and prayer but do not disturb other 
patients in the hospital room. In the home of a sick person, determine opportunities to be of service but 
do not invade privacy where help is not wanted. In Nursing Homes, it is possible to meet many needs 
but there must be an understanding with the staff of the institution before doing anything or bringing in 
items, even when you are a family member.  The wishes of the patient are to be considered, if there is  
no condition that is life threatening.  
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Missionary Ministry 
 

The Missionary Ministry has been very involved all year supporting all areas of our church activities, as 
well as those of area churches, local and state conventions as we continue to work and promote God’s 
word.  Fourteen women from Mt Traveler were registered at the Ebenezer District Annual Women’s 
Convention.  Mt Traveler was recognized during the “Grand Match” for having the highest number of 
members in attendance.  The Ministry has completed the project of purchasing a refrigerator this year 
for the kitchen.  A special thanks to all Church members who made financial contributions towards this 
effort. 
 
As we approach the Christmas Holidays, the Missionary Ministry will be supporting our Evangelist, 
Reverend Richard D. Jacobs with the “Annual Food Drive”.  We encourage everyone to bring canned and 
non-perishable goods to the church over the next three weeks.  The goal is to exceed our efforts of last 
year! 
 
The Missionary Ministry will recognize the Senior Members of our congregation at Mt Traveler on 
Sunday, December 9, 2012 immediately following Morning Worship Services. 
 
 
 
 

PUZZLE 
 

Whose Relative? 
Sort the names at the bottom of the page into family groups.  Use each name ONLY once.  Then tell 
whether the first-named person (printed) in each set is the oldest. 
 

1. Joseph   _______________    ________________ 
2. Adam  _______________    ________________ 
3. Moses   _______________    ________________ 
4. Noah  _______________    ________________ 
5. Isaac  _______________    ________________ 
6. Saul  _______________    ________________ 
7. Laban  _______________    ________________ 
8. Solomon  _______________    ________________ 
9. John the Baptist _______________    ________________ 
10. Timothy _______________    ________________ 

 
Relatives: Abel, Abraham, Bathsheba, Benjamin, Cain, David, Elizabeth, Eunice, Ham, Jochebed, 
Jonathan, Leah, Lois, Mary, Mephibosheth, Mariam, Rachel, Sarah, Shem 

 


